
REMINISCING ABOUT THE “OLD BARB” ARE ITS COMMANDER, NOW REAR ADM, EU- I 
gene Bennett Fluckey, left, Vice Adm. E. W. Grenfell, center, and commander of the present 
nuclear Barb, Cmdr. Charles D. Grojean. (Chronicle photo) 

Famous WWII Barb 
Is Recalled At Pas 

( By MICKEY SCHNEIDER 
Chronicle Staff Writer 

On the eve of the launching of 
e sleek nuclear propelled vessel 
with all the modern equipment of 
war, a group of 35 men met for 
the first time in 20 years to remi- 
nsce about the exciting days of 
its predecessors past. 

Crew members of the original 
submarine Barb of World War II 
fame, had a reunion Friday night 
at La Font Inn before the Sat- 
urday commissioning of its 1%3 
namesake. 

Some came from New England, 
some from the Mid west, some 

from the West Coast. Some were 

now vice presidents of large 
banking concerns, some were 

engineers, some teachers. 
(Among those unable to attend 
was James Gibson Lanier, for- 
mer exec on the Barb, who was 
in Birmingham.) _ 

One. the Barb’s commander, is 
now Navy Rear Admiral Eugene 
Bennett Fluckey, President of the 
(Navy's Board of Inspection and 
Survey. Fluckey was one of the 
main speakers at the launching, 
and his wife christened the sub 
and served as its sponsor. 

“True Sub” 
“This is the real, true sub 

we’ve been looking for, for many 
years,” said the rear admiral 
after looking over Ingalls’ nu- 

clear powered submarine Barb. 
He said that in comparison the 
“conventional” submarine was 

merely an ordinary vessel that 
could be submerged. “Nuclear 
power,” he adde, “opens an un- 
limited future.” 

Fluckey told The Chronicle that 
of the 76 men and officers aboard 
the original Barb, six are still in 
active service. Crew members at- 
tending the reunion were treated 
to movies of the old Barb, which 
was “retired” to the Italian Navy 
in 1945. 

The Barb’s record shows that it 
sunk over 96,000 tons otf enemy 
shipping third highest among the 
Navy’s top 25 submarines in ac- 

tion. In all, she accounted for 17 
ships over a thousand tons, rank- 
ing twelfth. When the boat was 
decommissioned, it could boast 
of eight battle stars, the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation, a Navy 
Unit Commendation and the Fhil- 
lippdne Republic Presidential Unit 
Citation Badge. 

Each Got A Medal 
Every member of her crew re- 

ceived individual service medals, 

and her commander was one of 
only seven World War II sub- 
marine officers who were award- 
ed the Congressional Medal of 
Honor — the highest award for 
gallantry presented by the United 
States. 

He described the exciting lltih 
war patrol in the Formosa 
Straits, for which he was award- 
ed the medal of honor: “We came 
into the harbor and blew up the 
convoy, but the water in the 
harbor was so shallow to sub- 
merge, and we had to go out 25 
miles before the water was the 
required 40 fathoms. 

“Three destroyers chased us 
until we lost them by barreling 
through a line of about 200 junks 
in the dark. They couldn’t pick 
us up on radar, but they blew 
up a great many of the junks 
trying.” 

As a footnote to the episode 
Fluckey says the log at this 
point says, “Life begins at 40- 
fathoms.” 

The commander of the first 
Barb says there are two things 
of which he is proud. First, there 
were no purple hearts — not a 
man aboard was shot or injured. 
His second reason for pride was 
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Tested . . . Time And Again 
From the very beginning of my cam- 

paign for the office of Sheriff and Tax 
Collector, I have based my efforts for 
election solely around my PROVEN 
ability as a leader in the field of law 
enforcement. My ability was tested, 
time and again, during the four years I 
served as your Sheriff from 1956 to 1960. 
During my term, I carried out the duties 
of the Sheriff's office, ALWAYS, with 
careful consideration, sound judgement 
and impartial decisions. My record of 
continuous law enforcement service in 
Jackson County for the past EIGHTEEN 
years PROVES that I have the ability to 
lead the law enforcement program that 
our County will need during the four 
years to come. I sincerely ask that you 
consider the man with PROVEN ABIL- 
ITY, who has the know-how to operate a 
clean and efficient Sheriffs office. As 
your former Sheriff, I have proven also 
that I am able to handle the responsi- 
bilities that go hand-and-hand with the 
Tax Collector's office. I've handled 
these responsibilities in the past and I 
assure you I can handle them in the 
future. 
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If . . • Elected Your Sheriff 

If elected your next Sheriff and Tax 
Collector, I assure the people of Jackson 
County four years of clean, efficient 
and impartial law inforcement. Full co- 

operation will be given to every law 
enforcement agency in our County in 
order to provide the citizens the sound 
protection that they need and are en- 

titled to. My experience—particularly 
as your past Sheriff—will enable me to 

organize and maintain the type of law 
enforcement program that Jackson 
County will demand during the next 
four years. My p rogram will include 
trained, experienced deputies, interest- 
ed only in the welfare of the residents of 
our County. My Tax Collector's office 
will be run by efficient clerks, courteous 
and always willing to assist with your 
problems. If I am fortunate to be your 
next Sheriff, Jackson County can be as- 

sured of one of the most efficient Sheriff 
and Tax Collection offices in the State* 
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Law Enforcement 

Teacher Now 
Has License, 
Flunked Tests 

STOCKPORT, England (UPI)— 
Miss Margaret Hunter, the 66- 

year-old retired school teacher 
who flunked two driving tests and 
drove several instructors to dis- 
traction, said today she finally 
has a license. 

But she had to go to Ireland, 
which has no driving test, to get 
it. 

The license is good for one year 
and may be the last one she will 
ever hold. The Irish parliament is 

studying a bill which would insti- 
tute driving tests. 

Miss Hunter became something 
of a public figure last year when 
a driving teacher told her to stop 
the car in the middle of a lesson, 
jumped out, cried “This is sui- 
cide” and walked away. 

She drove home by herself — 

and got a ticket for driving with- 
out supervision. 

The next day she talked a 

friend into accompanying her on 

a drive. The outing lasted 100 
yards before Miss Hunter struck 
a truck, wrecking her car and 
getting another traffic ticket. 

She refused to appear in court, 
maintaining she had done nothing 
wrong, was hauled in wearing her 
nightdress, refused to enter a 

plea and was declared guilty. 
Undeterred, Miss Hunter took a 

driving test, but failed after mak- 
ing seven false starts, running a 

red light and parking three feet 
from the curb. 

She remained coy today about 
whether she was actually driving 
on English roads. 

“I am an adequate driver,” 
Miss Hunter said. “I have not 
cheated. My Irish license entitles 
me to drive anywhere in the 
world, but so far I have not driv- 
en on it. 

“I love driving,” she said hap- 
pily. “I could drive all day.” 

the high standard of conduct in 
very pressed situation. “The 
strongest criticism we ever had,” 
he explained, “was that some- 

body had his hat on the back of 
his head.” He added that there 
were few “disturbing influences,” 
since the men ~aw girls only 
about once every 200 days when 
they reported to Pearl Harbor. 

Morale “Fantastic” 
Flucky says morale aboard the 

original Barb was “fantastic,” 
and he credits this unusual esprit 
de corps with a measure of credit 
for the vessel’s combat success. 
He added that he has found 
morale aboard the new sub very 
high. 

“It’s always high on a sub; you 
can do anything when you have a 

great cause.” 
Contrasting the old with the 

X15 Pilot Sets 
Altitude Record, 
Soars 66 Miles 

EDWARDS AFB, Calif. (UPI)— 
Veteran X15 pilot Joe Walker 
soared to a new world aircraft 
altitude record of 66 miles Thurs- 
day, but said, “I could have gone 
higher if I had flown in my usual 
way.” 

Walker, who had been sched- 
uled to hit 68 miles high, said he 
barely broke has previous mark 
of 65 miles because he was so 
preoccupied with testing a new 

“altitude predicter” instrument. 
“I flew strictly by the book— 

that is, I followed this new in- 
strument,” Walker said after his 
flight to 351,000 feet. 

“It indicated I would go 11 ouo 
feet higher than I did. I relied 
on it, but it was definitely ot. 
he said. 

Walker said that if he hao 
flown as he usually does—without 
“depending so much on this new 

instrument, I could have gone 68 
miles or higher.” 

The new altitude predicter was 

developed to keep 15 pilots from 
over-shooting their planned peak 
altitudes on future flights into 
space. 

TWO PASPOINT PEOPLE 
Mrs. Frances Linder, 43, and 

Michael Ray Linder, 6, of Rt. 
4, Pascagoula, suffered in- 

juries Friday about 11 a.m. 

when the car which Mrs. Lind- 
er was driving (above) collided 
head-on with a trailer truck 

about 2 miles east of Pasca- 

goula on Highway 90. Driver 
of the truck Freddie C. Rogers 
of Mobile (standing at left in 
white T-shirt) examines the 

crashed auto after the Linders 
were taken to Singing River 
Hospital. The mishap occured 
when Rogers applied brakes to 
the vehicle, swerving into the 

opposite lane of the road. 

(Highway Patrol photo) 

new, Flucky said the physical 
aspect was one of the things 
which make the nuclear vessel “a 
real sub.” Because of the atmos- 
phere control the sub can stay 
down almost as long as it wants. 
He says the mental aspect is no 

great problem because the men 
are carefully screened. 

The rear admiral closed his 
informal discussion with one of 
the problems which concerns ham 
most — the attitude of the civilian 
toward the military: ‘‘One of the 
most necessary things for the 
serviceman is to have the respect 
of the civilian. They generally 
tend to look down on them as ‘sec- 
ond class citizens.’ ”. 

From his point of view, morale 
is of utmost importance, and 

here, he feels, the ‘‘man on the j 
street” has a part. 

The Lt♦ Governor’s Office 
■s JUST A HEARTBEAT from 

That Of The Governor Of The State 
A Person Who Is Lt. Governor One Moment Could Be Governor The N«*f* 
*lt Hat Happened Three Timet Since 1925 

ELECT A MAN 
Of Proven Ability, 
Integrity and Character 

TO SERVE AS YOUR 

LIEHTEMNT GOVERNOk 
During The Next Four Years- 

perhaps the most crucial in 

Mississippi's history since the Civil War 

ELECT CARROLL GARTIN 
Read and Approved by Carroll Gartin 
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