"YELLOWSTONE" KELLY, iONDAN FIGHTER, SCOUT AND GUIDE;
HERO OF MANY HAOR-BREADTH ESCAPES ON MONTANA PLANS
One of the most famous of Montana
pioneers, whose name was familiar to
every resident of the western states
during the Indian fighting days, and
who was a rival of Buffalo Bill, himself in his exploits as a plainsman, is
"Yellowstone" Kelly, or Major Luther S. Kelly, as his name appears on
the records of the war department.
"Yellowstone" Kelly was the perfect type of plainsman, combining all
of the picturesque appearance of the
early trappers and hunters with the
retiring manner and cool daring of
the real frontiersman. Today he is
only 68 years old, for he reached the
western plains when he was still a
youngster, but even then with a civil
war record that began when he was
14. He is living now at the little
town of Paradise, California, having
recently retired from the Indian service, which he entered following the
Spanish American war, and it is declared that he is the youngest looking
man of those who survive from the
days of the Montana Indian wars. At
the age of 68 he looks 20 years
younger, and is still active and vigorous.
"Yellowstone" Kelly began his adventurous career as a lad of 14, when
he contrived to enlist in the Union
army and fought through the last
year of the war, participating
in
the
grond
parade
of
the
Union armies in Washington in May,
1865. After that the battalion to
which he belonged was ordered to
Minnesota, and in 1866 relieved the
garrison of Minnesota volunteers at
Fort Wadsworth, Dakota, and later
built Fort Ransom. Two years later
he was honorably discharged from
the service, and securing a pony, rode
down Red River to Fort Garry, the
Hudson Bay post in Manitoba, later
starting across country for the Missouri river. On the way he fell in
with a party of half-breeds on a buffalo hunt and remained with them for
a time, during which he first saw Sitting Bull, accompanied by a war party
of Sioux.
Looked Like a Child.
He left the helf-breeds and joined
and Arikaree Indians,
Mandan
some
with whom he traveled to Fort Berthold, going thence to Fort Buford, on
the Montana boundary.
Kelly looked very young when he
reached this outpost-appearing not
more than 14 or 15 years old, and the
rough frontiersman spent a good deal
of time playing practical jokes on
him, all of which he took in good
part. He was. quiet and retiring, and
might easily have been mistaken for

a timid boy who was very much out
of place in a wild country where danger lurked on every side.
The country about fort Buford, as
usual, was infested with hostile Sioux
who made war not only upon the
whites, but on their hereditary Indian
enemies, the Mandans, Gros Ventres
and Arikarees. So dangerous was the
road that when a mail passed between
Fort Buford and Fort Stevenson, an
escort of mounted troops usually accompanied it.
Kelly Volunteers.
It was not long after Kelly's arrival
at the post that the regular mail carriers became long overdue and were
given up as killed. There was some
important mail to be taken to Fort
Stevenson, but most of the soldiers
were out on scout duty and there
were none to spare for guarding
mails. It was then that Kelly, a
smooth-faced boy, went to the commanding officer and volunteered to
take the mail through alone.
A
group standing about heard the offer and a shout of laughter went up.
But Kelly announced that he was going to make the trip in any event, and
was so persistent that some of the
practical jokers decided to let him
start to see what he would do. They
therefore gave him a pony, and at
dusk of a winter's evening he set out
from the walls of the post.
Crossing the Missouri on the ice he
reached the winter camp of the Mandans at midnight, tarrying there only
a few minutes. Two days later he
walked into the trading store of Durfee & Peck at Fort Berthold, 200
miles from Fort Buford. His appearance there caused a real sensation,
especially among the Mandans and
Gros Ventres who were wintering in a
great stockade, practically besieged
by the Sioux. The following evening
he pressed on to Fort Stevenson, delivering his letters to tol. De Trobriand, .and then started on his return.
Kelly's Battle With Sioux.
On his return trip he encountered
two mounted Sioux warriors who
sprang to the ground and fired point
blank at him, woundnig his horse
with slugs and wounding Kelly's knee
with an arrow. But Kelly was nearly
as quick as they in reaching the
ground and, sending a bullet through
the heart of one at the first shot, he
turned his attention to the other who
had taken. refuge behind a cottonwood tree. . Then followed a duel between rifle and bow and arrow, in
which the cunning of the Sioux show-
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equally divided between parallel systems. In some cases it will be necessary to ration the troops en route.
Large supplies of food will be prepared at points where troop trains
may stop.
Day coaches will be used, with possibly a few Pullmans for officers and
members of local boards who will
have a great deal of planning and
clerical work to perform.
Most of the traffic will fall on September 3 and 4. On September 1 local boards will call on the men to
mobilize. In some districts men will
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Montana people who are planning
on traveling within the next 30 days
will do well to avoid trips on trains
between Saturday, September 1, and
Wednesday, September 5, for during
that period the government will move
229,000 soldiers for the national army from 3,800 cities and towns
throughout the country to 16 cantonments, and 12 per cent of all the passenger coaches in the country will be
used for the work. This probably will
interfere to a considerable extent
with ordinary passenger traffic, as
troop trains must have the right of
way and government materials must
movev withouta halt.
This is the greatest task that
American railroads have ever been
called upon to perform. Half a hundred traffic experts are at work on
the plan, besides 28 railroad executives of the railway committee of the
National Council of Defense, the
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Foreman Is Murdered.
John Brown, a foreman employed
on track work at Great Falls at the
Foley Bros. construction camp, was
struck over the head and killed with
a pick handle by a laborer, Pat Norton, because Brown told him he was
not doing a day's work.
The attack occurred some hours
after the conversation between the
men, and the evidence shows that
Brown was struck from behind, the
back of his skull being crushed. Norton is held for trial.

"Yellowstone" Kelly in Recent Years.
ed itself in thrusting his robe to one
side of the tree to draw his enemy's
fire. When Kelly had fired, the Indian would leap out and discharge an
arrow at him, then jumping to cover
again. His tree was barked on both
sides, but finally the Sioux played the
trick once too often and fell dead
with a bullet through his throat.
Kelly returning to the camp of Bloody
Knife, an Arikaree chief and a courageous warrior, concerning whose
daredevil exploits many stories were
told. Years later this Indian was one
of Geneal Custer's most trusted
scouts in the Little Big Horn campaign and was one of the first to fall
with Reno's command on the fatal
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SEEKING ROMANCE rIN STATE

itary figure, leaning motionless on a
rifle and watching the approaching
boat. Recognizing the figure, I ordered the wheel put over and brought
the boat to land.
"An extremely taciturn man, Kelly's greeting was brief and a bargain
was soon struck for the cordwood
which had been cut the previous winter to sell to the first boat up. Then
while the crew were loading the wood
on the boat, I led Kelly to the boiler
deck and introduced him to Forsyth.
As the general looked up his surprise
and admiration were evident. Before
him stood a man, reserved in speech
and modest in demeanor, yet highly
picturesque in appearance and bearing himself with an air of self- reliance and hardihood which could not
be mistaken. He was dressed entirely in a suit of frilged buckskin, and
his feet were encased in beaded moccasins. His face, darkly tanned by
sun and weather, wes smooth-shaven
excepting for a slender mustache, and
his features were lean, with the muscular gauntness of a hunting animal
that carries not an ounce of superfluous flesh. A mass of thick hair,

"Yellowstone" Kelly in 70's.

straight and black as an Tndian's,
swept back from his forehead and
hung below his shoulders. Across
his arm le carried a long, breechloading Springfield rifle, army model, on the butt of which was carved
the name he had bestowed upon this
trusty companion of his lonely life,
lot about Indians.and she just could f'Old Sweetness." The rifle's barrel
not help feeling that she was goinhg from muzzle to stock was covered
to see one' .jump out from,behind a. with the skin of a gileat bull snake,
big tree with a tomahawk in his shrunk so tightly that it resembled
hand and scalp her before ehe could .varnishing. Such was the appearance` of''Yellowstone' Kelly in those
days."
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This is the story of Leona, who is
looking for romance in Montana.
Leona recently came to this state
from Chicago, and the first thing she
wanted to do was to see an honestto-goodness mountain right up close,
because she thought that mountains
were the grandest things. She confided this desire of hers to a young
fellow whom she met at church the
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25th of June, 1876. He was at the
side of Reno when killed, and it was
said that that officer first lost his
self-control when the brains of
Bloody Knife were spattered in his
face by the bullet that crushed the
Arikaree's skull.
On hearing of Kelly's fight, Bloody
Knife and his followers rushed out
and Scalped the dead Sioux, with
which they rode to Berthold, and the
entire camp danced three days and
nights, so great was the hatred of
these Indians of the Sioux. The Fort
Berthold Indians. dubbed Kelly "TheLittle-Man-With-a-Strong-Heart."
Kelly soon tired of carrying mail.
His restless spirit longed for regions

never trodden by the feet of white
men, and the next summer, quite
alone, he set out up the valley of the
mysterious Yellowstone.
All that
season he remained there, hunting,
trapping and exploring the hidden
fastnesses of a country rich in rugged beauties. He had many other
exciting adventures which were passed from mouth to mouth along the
borderland, and far and wide he was
known by the name of "Yellowstone"
Kelly.
Forsyth Explores Yellowstone.
In 1873, when General Forsyth
was ordered to explore the Yellowstone river with a steamer and a detachment of troops, no steamer had
ever ascended the Yellowstone and it
was found extremely difficult to get
a reliable guide. Forsyth was a man
admirably fitted for this work. He
was called "Sandy" Forsyth on the
plains of Kansas and Nebraska, where
he had gained wide fame for bravery
and resourcefulness as an Indian
fighter, especially in 1868, when with
a handful of scouts he made his splendid defense of Beecher Island against
an overwhelming force of Cheyennes
under Roman Nose. A close personal
friend of General Sheridan, he had
accompanied that dashing commander
on his famous ride down the hardpressed Union battle line at Winchester in '64, and "Little Phil" had kept
him close to his side ever since. When
he explored the Yellowstone, although hardly past 30, he was a brigadier general, an energetic, observant
cavalryman of the best type, thoroughly trained in the rough school of
service.
In his search for a suitable guide,
General Forsyth heard of "Yellowstone" Kelly, and he was delighted
to find him living in a log cabin on
the banks of the Missouri between
Fort Stevenson and Fort Buford.
Captain Grant Marsh, who was master of the steamer Key West, in
which General Forsyth was making
the exploring expedition, describes
Yellowstone Kelly's habitation as follows:
A Real Frontiersman.
"As the Key West rounded a bend
I saw on the next timber point a log
cabin, partly hidden in the brush. It
was exactly the kind of a place that
a frontiersman would pick for a
camp, for the heavy timber on every
side concealed it from the higher
ground where Indian scouts might
prowl. Near the cabin lay a long
pile of freshly cut cordwood, and before the door of the cabin stood a sol-
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Later Life,.

On the exploring trip of that summer Kelly's knowiedge' 6f th'd douh'n
.try and his ability as a hunter were ,
of incalculable benefit to the expedition,.and he won the esteem and
friendship of General Forsyth ahd his
officers.
Later Kelly became familiar, iiithe
history of the northwest as one of
the most trusted scouts of Generlls
Terry, Miles and Custer, and his adventures would compare with thqse
of the most desperate heroes of the
"wild west" novels. His life, ever
since the close of the northwestern
border wars, has been full of activity
and adventure, spent chiefly in the
service of his country.
He was a
scout until 1883, when he became attached to the war department for serWhat Leona Feared.
vice of various kinds. In 1898 he
went to Alaska, exploring. Later in
explain that she had just come from that year he returned to take a comChicago and had never done an In- mission as captain of a volunteer
dian any harm in her life. The ma- regiment, serving in the Philippine
rine recruit said there were lots of campaign. There, after the war, he
bears in the woods, too.
was appointed treasurer of one of
Well, it was a lovely picnic and the large provinces. Four years latthe young man took Leona's picture er, he was appointed United States
as she leaned over a ranch house Indian agent for the Apaches and Mogate, and he remarked as he snapped javes at San Carlos, Arizona, retiring
the kodak that the peach crop in recently to live in Paradise, CaliforChicago certainly hadn't been a fail- nia.
ure. Leona of course thought that
he was talking about honest-to-goodGerharz a Captain.
ness peaches, so she asked if they
Henry Gerharz, surveyor general
grew many peaches in Montana, and of Montana, has been honored by the
the young marine said he guessed war department by being given a
they shipped the best ones in from commission as captain in the enIllinois. He was afraid that one gineer section of the officer's reserve
went over her head, too, for she nev- corps. In being commissioned, Mr.
er let on that she even heard what Gerharz was elected from a large
he said.
number of applicants. His application
Well, a couple of days later the was based on his executive and oryoung marine left, and now Leona is ganization ability.
wondering how long it will be before she meets some more nice young
men who know all about mountains,
but somehow she thinks very highly
of the kind of young men who are
going to join the army. Yet after
seeing a few Montana ranches she
Great Falls Is
thinks it would be perfectly lovely to
geographically
live on a ranch and of course some of
situated to give
the young men have b,ot to stay at
better service to
home and look after the cows and
country
banks
pigs and chickens and wheat and
things.
oats and potatoes and
than any other
Leona says she has one hobby, and
city within the
that is writing letters, and she thinks
state.
it is so exciting to get letters from
The First Na.
young men. She has been getting a
tional is the biggood many from Chicago, but she begest bank in north Montana and is
lieves she likes the Montana young
fully equipped to render prompt
men the best and she supposes that efficient service. Your patronage
she will meet a few in time if she
is solicited.
stays in Montana long enough. She
too,
state,
the
in
stay
thinks she will
for she certainly thinks Montana is
Montgu,.
the grandest state, and besides that, Great .'alls
she wants to see a bucking bronoho,
Established 1886.
and a chinook, and a roundup, and
a whole lot of other things, including
a few Indians-at a safe distance.
Any young Montana man who has
anything of interest to say to Leona
can say it by addressing a letter to
of
Leona, Box 23, Great Falls, Montana.
MONTANA.

first Sunday she spent in Montana;
and the young man, who had just enlisted in the marines felt pretty sorry that he hadn't met Leona before
he enlisted, but of course it was too
late then so he merely looked sad
and sighed deeply. However, he told
her he didn't have to go to Spokane
to report for duty for three whole
days, and that if she wanted to see
a mountain he would see that she
saw it. He said he would organize
a picnic for the next day and get a
couple more girls and their young
men friends and take his mother
along for a chaperone,
and they
would have a picnic right up against
a fine, large mountain. He also remarked, as he looked into Leona's
eyes, that he didn't think any mountain would have any objections to
her getting as close to it as she
wanted to. Leona pretended she
didn't hear that remark and said she
just loved picnics and she thought
it would be the grandest thing to
have a picnic on a mountain.
So it was all arranged and the next
day when they went on the picnic
and they walked through the pine
woods beside a beautiful creek that
had a lot of trout in it. and the
young man who had enlisted in the
marines caught 23 trout while LeA dead hero remains an inspiraona watched him, not daring to get tion, but a live coward is a wart on
too far away because she had read a the face of civilization.
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