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BY JEROME G. LOCKE
J. J. McGuire, president of the
Workers Protective Union of
Montana, and I have just re
turned from the national con
ference on Farm Labor party
organization held in Chicago,
May 30 and 31. It was an “ex
ploratory” conference, called by
the Farm-Labor party of Minne
sota, to determine whether a na
tional Farm-Labor party should
be launched and, if so, when.
This conference, or convention,
was remaikable, not only be
cause the action initiated by it
may ultimately have great his
torical importance, but, also, for
the qjuality of its membership
and the air of seriousness under
which it proceeded. I had never
before sat in a public gathering
that manifested a similar psy
chology.
Dozens of the great liberal
thinkers and leaders were there;
men and women whose names
are generally known and whose
deeds and actions mould public
opinion. Not a soul in the hall
but what knew that Roosevelt
has failed. The prosperity that
is being cried for political ef
fect is false; a prosperity for
the upper one-third of the eco
nomic pyramid only. Basically,
the country is now worse off
than it has ever been. With 12
million unemployed, debts that
can never be paid and a tax bur-den that cannot be met, we are
headed for another crisis, the
worst we have ever experienced.
As an economic system, capital
ism, under a democracy, is about
through.
The great money powers of
the country know these condi
tions a hundred times better
than the liberals. They are de
liberately preparing for war.
Under the patriotism that can be
stirred up by war it will be
easy to clamp down with a mili
tary dictatorship. Then we are
in Fascism and mass slavery for
years to coméi. This lineup to
such an end is growing clearer
every day. Likewise the tension
between reaction and liberalism
is tightening up almost hourly.
Yet ninety-five per cent of the
people who sat in the convention
will vote for Roosevelt. They
dare not do otherwise. There is
the chance—slim, hut still a
chance—that he will turn left

after election. He may, some
how, some way, save the day
for another four years. To vote
for the Republican party and its
Liberty League philosophy is to
head for revolution, or slavery,
within a few months—as soon as
the budget is balanced.
The one cheering thing out of
the whole mess lies in the fact
that great masses of people are
turning left. They are lining up
for a Production for Use program and a party that points
that way. Of this there was
abundant evidence in the scores
of messages that came to the
convention. National movements
toward basic change start slowly. Now the common folks are
falling in for the march. They
are getting together. Specific
platforms, programs and ideas
are being shunted aside. A
united front is being established,
I believe the consolidation will
come in a national Farm-Labor
Party. It can help stave off war
and Fascism now and, then, extend its education and organization with the objective of taking
national power in 1940.
The Chicago conference did
not launch the national FarmLabor party. It .took steps that
will undoubtedly lead to that
end. A declaration of necessity
for such a party was adopted,
An advisory, or national committee, to function in conjunction with the executive committee of the Minnesota Farm-Labor party, was set up. To the
chagrin of several more populous states, Montana was honored with membership on the
committee.
In five * or six weeks, after
contacting many large groups
of voters, these committees will
meet. In all probability they
will issue a call for a national
convention to be held about September 1. This convention will
set up the machinery of a na•tional party, but make no nomination for the presidency. The
national party will tie together
and co-ordinate the various
Farm-Labor parties in the state,
aid them where possible, and
aim at the capture of the maximum number of state governments and Congressional seats.
It will prepare for a national
sweep in 1940—if we still have
elections then.
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PARADES FOR PEACE——
CHARLES E. TAYLOR
APPROPRIATIONS FOR WAR
Editor and Manager
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wages unpaid or person m- annually many thousands of dol replica of the one carried by Sir
All farmers who intend w
and loyal support to this effort,
caiî k£ve Î10.
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