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Great Air
Fleet Built
By British

Vast, Hidden Stores of
Bombers and Fighters
Ready for Battle

0. 5. CRAFT ARRIVE

Beaverbrook Says Planes
Have Reached the Highest
Total in British History

By EDWIN STOUT
LONDON, March 23.—(®—Brit-
-~ nnounced today that huge
~tored bombers had landed
.nd from the United States
“iat vast, hidden stores of
ers and fighters were ready
(he air in the Battle of

oted in “storage houses dis-
.24 everywhere” are the
< reserves of bombers and
¢< in history, Lord Beaver-
 ninister of aircraft pro-
.. declared.
e called it a “record surpass-
. apvihing that has gone before,
in the history of avi-
-nd added that *this ap-
{n fighters and bombers
Both types have reached
‘e hizhest total in our history.”
Numbers Secret
+h the numbers of British
are a closely guarded se-
l.ck headlines in the Sun-
onicle proclaimed that
. now is producing 3,200 of
es each month and that her
<ion peak has not yet been

S
(-]

'al of the first giant bomb-
from the United States with
¢ enough to bring the Tre-
test corners of German-domi-
d territory into the Royal Air
force's target area was disclosed
o a communique from Lord Beav-
erbrook’s ministry.

It did not give the time or num-
the arrivals but said the
.ome were what the Britisa
liberators" long - range,
pombers produced by the
idated Aireraft corporation
ED Diego, Calif.

ese planes, with a power p_lani
Pratt and Whitney engines
develop 1,200 horsepower at
ke-off, are said to have a
{ 3,000 miles—enough to
any point in Italy, Germany
i occupied countries from
ses in England.

could fly non-stop from
to Egypt or from England
Bulgaria, and back and
speed

of

o Sofia,
e credited with a top
1iles an hour.

ir correspondent of the
ritative Press Association

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 8)

FRENCH PRISONERS
10 BE FREED SOON

Nazis Believed to Have
Agreed to Continue Nego-
tiations With French

VICHY, France, March 23.—(®—
The belief grew among observers
v that the Germans, for the
i ime since Pierre Laval was
usted as vice premier last De-
tember, have agreed to continue
French-German negotiations.
Supporting this belief were dis-
batches  from Paris quoting
s Seapini, the blind deputy
had been negotiating with
v for the release of French
ers of war as saying 29,000
W 24000 would shortly be freed.
rvers here took that as an
tion that the Germans had
§ “‘epted Vice Premier Admiral
‘ean Darlan as a substitute ne-

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 2)

WEATHER

FORECAST
1 Carolina:  Cloudy, occasional
mer in extreme east portion
I'nesday partly cloudy, colder
st and central portions.

4 (By U. 8, Weather Bureau)
WMetenrological data for the 24 hours
U2 T2 p. m, yesterday.)
Temperature

7:30 a, m., 42; 1:30 p. m.
S poom, 53; maximum 63; mini-
U 41 mneun 52; normal 55.

ya0 Humidity
wootom, 76 7:30 a0 m. 795 1:30 p. M.
Yol p. o m. 50,
ey Precipitation

&l for the 24 hours ending 7:30
i 100 inches. Total since the first
Hitmonth 1.82 inches.

i

(Fr _ Tides For Today

e 0 Tide Tables published by U. 8.
"ML and Geodetie Survey.)

Wilng High Low
Sghont T 7:19a 1:57a
facris T:41p 2:22p
“Enbare Inlet oo 53292 11:31a
T, 3:45p 11:52p
(s 6010 4 ; sunset 6:26p ; monorise
R nonset 3:47p.

‘-:“l"' Fear river stage at Fayette-
h‘ e in Mowat w9 a¢ 8 m om. 11.8
0

Buzzing ‘Blade’ Cuts Through Clouds

—’

Banking above a level sea of billowy clouds over Randolph
Texas, this army tralmn;_r' plane makes a picture of peace in sky far re-
moved from scenes of aerial warfare abroad we so often see.

Field,

MAY ARRIVE TODAY

Baltimore Sun Says Large|
Vessel Is Scheduled to
Undergo Repairs

BALTIMORE, March 23, — () —
The Baltimore Sun said tonight it
tad been advised by a usually reli-
able authority that a “British heavy
cruiser is heading for the Norfolk,
Va., navy yard for repairs.”

The source, refusing to be quoted,
said it was “possible the warship
would arrive there tomorrow morn-
ing.”

At Philadelphia Commander D. D.
Mercer, admiralty attache of the Brit-
ish consulate, said he had heard
“rumors” a damaged British cruiser
would put into Norfolk, Va., “within
three or four weeks” for repairs.

He said he knew nothing further.

The naval attache at the British
embassy in Washington, Rear Ad-
miral H. Pott, said that he knew of
no British warship of any kind com-
ing to this country for repairs “in
the near future” and that he would
have been advised if such action
were planned.

He indicated that no plans of this
nature were likely to be made until
after the enactment of the $7,000,000,-
000 appropriation bill for the lease-
lend program, which is now before
the senate.

Commenting on a Rome radio
broadecast heard by NBC, Comman-
der Mercer said he did not know of
any British destroyer or eruiser un-
dergoing repairs at Chester, Pa.

The broadeast said a 10,000-British
destroyer named the London had
heen towed into the American port
of Chester *‘badly in need of repairs”
as a result of a clash with a German
submarine.

(Jane's fighting ships lists a 9,850-
ton British warship London, but clas-
gifies it as a cruiser).

Commander Mercer said the port
of Chester “might easily refer” to
Chester, Nova Scotia, instead of

Damaged British Warship
Heading For Norfolk Yard|

Diplomatic Quarter
Of Berlin Is Bombed

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 5)

NEW YORK, March 23—(®
—The German radio in a broad-
cast heard tonight by CBS said
British planes dropped fire-
bombs from a great height on
the diplomatic quarter of Ber-
lin overnight without causing
much damage.

The text of the broadcast as
translated from the German
by CBS:

“British bombers during the
night of March 24 flew into
northern Germany and tried
with all the means at their dis-
posal to attack the German
capital.

“According to reports at hand
up to now, the attack can be
considered a failure.

“Single planes succeeded in
reaching the center of the city,
and in dropping incendiary
bombs from a great height on
the diplomatic quarter of Ber-
lin. They did not cause much
damage, however.” 2

NAZIS CONTINUE
RAIDS ON MALTA

Germans Claim to Have
Crippled British Cruiser
And Passenger Ship

BERLIN, March 23.—(®—Three
air attacks in two days on Malta,
Brtiain’s Mid-Mediterranean island
base, and scattered new blows on
British shipping from the North
Atlantic to the Eastern Mediter-
ranean were reported by the Ger-
mans today.

Nazi dive bombers bore down
on the Maltese narbor of Valletia

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 1)

British Aid
Tax Study
Demanded

|Senate Is Expected to Ap-

prove $7,000,000,000
Appropriation Today

NYE TO ASK TAXES

Measure Will Be Sent Di-
rectly to F.D.R. if Okehed

In Present Form

WASHINGTON, March 23.—®—
opponents of the British aid pro-
gram, conceding that the senate
would vote overwhelming approval
tomorrow of the $7,000,000,000 ap-
propriation to finance it demanded
today that econgress begin immedi-

ate consideration of new taxes to
raise this tremendous fund.
Senator MNye (R.-ND) said he
and some others who had opposed
enactment of the lease-lend bill,
would move later to impose $3.-
500,000,000 additional taxes annual-
ly for the next two years.
LaTollette Views

On the other hand Senator La-
Fcllette (prog-Wis.), another oppo-
nent of the program, said it seemed
ckvious to him that ne such amount
could be raised without levying
pronibitive taxes that would dam-
age the economic structure CF the
nation.

Senator Clark (D.-Mo.), who an-
rounced he would vote against the
appropriation, said he planned to
tell the senate in no wuncertain
terms that uprecedented increases
in taxes were likely to follow en-
actment of the measure, a view-

said he shared fully.

Nye conceded that there would
be only a “handful’” of votes
against the $7,000,000,000 bill. He
was not at all sure he said that
he would vote against it or offer
an amendment he sponsored un-
successfully in the appropriations
committee to cut the immediafe’
appropriations in half, LaFollette
also said he was undecided on the
course he would pursue, Wneeler
announced he would vote for the
appropriation.

Unchanged since its approval in
the house the measure would be
sent directly to the White House
if passed by the senate in its pres-
ent form.

Approved Ry Committee

As approved unanimously by the
senate appropriations committee
vesterday, the measure would pro-
vide $1,343,000,000 for ordnance,
$2,054,000,000 for aircraft, $362,000,-
000 for tanks and other vehicles
$629,000,000 for ships, $260,000,000
for miscellaneocus equipment and
supplies $75.200,000 for plant ex-
pansion and favilities $1,350,000,
000 for purchasing farm and in-
dustrial commodities, $200,000,000
for repairing ships $40.000,000 for
unspecified purposes and $1,000,-
000,000 for administrative expense.

Nye said testimony received by
the senate committee in closed ses-
sions led him to conclude that this
fund was only one of several that
might be requested by the Presi-
dent under authority of the lease-
lend bill.

“These estimates” he told re-
porters ‘‘are based entirely on
British needs and do not take into
account material that may be fur-
nished to Greece, China or any
other countries.

“I have no doubt that there will
be additional requests for funds as
this program of underwriting con-
flict all over the world unfolds.”

The house has only minor legis-
lation on its calendar tomorrow,
but later in the week may act on
a bill to extend the bituminous
coal act for another two years.
The present law, permitting fixing
of minimum prices for coal, ex-

pires April 26. 5

British Continue Ethiopian Campaign
By Taking Important Town Of Neghelli

CAIRO, Egypt, March 23.——
British forces driving north to Ad-
dis Ababa from Kenya colony and
Italian Somaliland have captured
the strategically important sallxth-
ern Ethiopian town of Neghelli, a
British communique announced to-

day.
As the fast mechanized columns
which started the northward

march from Dolo and Mega early
this month closed in on Neghelli,
planes of the RAF and the south
African air force raided other
Ethiopian towns, bombed and ma-
chinegunned trains on the Addis-
Ababa-Jibuti railway, and pound-
ed at tne Marrda pass defenses
in the Jijiga area south of the
railway.

The communique also reported
some local successes in Eritrea
where the British have besieged
the railroad town of Cheren, which
bars the road to Asmara, tne cap-

ital

(Neghelli, capital §f Galla Bo-
rana province, was ohly a stock-
aded village in January, 1936, when
Marshal Rodolfo' Graziani’s “hell
on wheels” column drove into it.
The Italians hailed it as a mighty
victory pointing out that the cap-
ture gave them control of all wa-
ter holes within 250 miles of Dolo.

(Premier Mussolini sent Grazi-
ani his personal congratulations.
The town lies about 240 miles from
Addis Ababa and has an important
air field.) I

In the area of Jijiga, which the
British captured last week, a fresh
drive was going on towards Harar,

{provincial walled capital. The next

stop beyond that was expected to
be Diredawa on the Addis Ababa-
Jibuti railroad which the British
Lope to cut.

At least one train was destroyed
on the Addis Ababa - Tibuti

railroad,

the communique said,

when bombs smashed it and set
it on fire. ;

Trains also were attacked at Af-
dem and Gota with machine gun
fire, a large concentration of Ital-
ian motor transport was bombed
and machine-gunned on the road
between Urso and Awash, while
another attack was made on Ital-
ian positions in the Marda pass
area.

In the aerial campaign in Erit-
rea, the communique said, Fascist
positions around Cheren were
bombed, the railway station at As-
mara attacked and two Ilalian
fighting planes shot down.

The British said they took 130
prisoners in the Cheren area.

(In London the air ministry news
service said the South African air
force had strewn wrecked Italian
aircraft all over Eritrea and tnat
one squadon had destroyed near-
ly 80 Italian planes in Sudan.)

point Senator Wheeler (D.-Mont)[

Double Size Battleships Proposed In Navy Program
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Eighteen 16-inch, or
il possibly 18-inch guns,
mounted in 6 turrets

Hzuns mounted BN
l in 4 turrets |

{U.S.S. COLORADO]
32,500 Tons o

Here is hqw one of the proposed 65,000-ton U. S. bbattleships would encompass one of the navy's largest
modern warships now in service, the half-as-heavy Colorado.
when fully armed and loaded, are reported included in current naval appropriations.

Five super-battleships, to displace 65,000 tons

EN ROUTE TO BERLIN

Matsuoka Says Tri-Partite
Pact Is Japs’ Greatest
Foreign Instrument

By HENRY C. CASSIDY

| MOSCOW, March 23.—#—Yosu-
{ke Matsuoka, Japan’s foreign min-
ister, arrived here today for a one-
day stopover en route to Berlin
and Rome axis conferences, and
said he would like to stay longer
‘to meet leaders here'' on his re-
turn trip to Tokyo.

Matsuoka spoke at an interview
in the Japanese embassy three
hours after receiving a courteous
but unostentatious welcome to the
Soviet Russian capital.

Some Japanese authorities sug-
gested before his departure that
he continue his trip from Berlu
ed that ‘I do not have that in
and Rome to London and Wash-
mind."”

No Definite Itinerary

The Japanese minister said he
had no definite itinerary or plans,
but hoped his trip would not take
more than six weeks. He related
that the German and Italian for-
eign ministers, Joachim von Rib-
bentrop and Count Galeazzo Ciano,
invited him by telephone to make
the voyage immediately after the
sigiing of the three-power treaty
last Sept. 27.

“The tri-partite pact is the great-
est foreign instrument for Japan,"
Matsuoka said. ‘‘Japanese foreign
policy will revolve around it as a
pivot.

“Now, it is natural for the for-
eign minister of Japan, who had
something to do with conclusion of
the pact, to meet and know the
leaders of the other countries. That

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 7)

ORT OF QUIBERON
IS RAIDED BY RAF

German Barrack Block De-
stroyed; Escort Vessel Is
Hit Near Brest

LONDON, March 23.—(#—The
RAF rode the wind down the
French coast from Calais to Brit-
tany today for a smashing attack
on the port of Quiberon, close to
the Nazi submarine base of Lori-
ent, the governmennt announced.

A communique said high explo-
sives destroyed a German bar-
rack block in the town while an-
other homb was sent crashing into
a German escort vessel—an anti-
aircraft ship—near Brest.

Two of the bombs which hit the
barracks exploded simultaneously,
the air ministry news service said,
and with such terrifie force that
a British plsne 1,000 feet above
was shaken.

The British skimmed the coast
at such low altitude that they
could see French fishermen and
peuple on the beaches look up and
wave ‘‘cheeringly’’ as they rec-
ognized the British markings.

There was some aerial activity
over Britain itself, and an official
announcement said ‘‘two enemy
bombers’’ were destroyed, one by
anti-aircrafi fire in north Scotland,
the other by RAF fighters in south
England.

Another raider crashed in flames
near Arundel, south England. Two
crewmen were imprisoned.

Some homes on the south coast
were damaged by bombs in the
evening when four raiders tried
to cross the coast.

On the whole though the day
was quiet. Mist covered the strait
of Dover.

Japan’s Foreign Minister
Stops Briefly In Moscow

Four Children Drown
In Plunge Through Ice

HERMINIE, Pa., March 23.—
(A—A happy afternoon of kite-
flying ended in tragedy today
when four children of John Ku-
stra, a WPA worker, - plunged
through the weak ice of a pond
and drowned,

The victims were Mary, 9,
John,. Jr., 7, Peter, 6, and An-
nie, 5.

The string of a kite they were
merrily sailing snared on a tree
and the kite nose-divedsonto ice
weakened by warm spring
weather, Carefreely the young-
sters raced out to retrieve it.
Mary {fell through and pulled
the others with her, Little An-
nie, holding the hand of Peter,
was the last to disappear,

Their father, among the first
to reach the scene near this
western Pennsylvania town,
chopped down a tree so thHat fire-
men could clamber out on it to
recover the bodies. He chopped
with a vengeance—for that was
the tree that had snared the
kite-string. ’

ITALIAN VESSEL
MOVED UP RIVER

Villarperosa Is Tied Up at
Horseshoe Bend Because
Engines Torn Down

The 3.500-ton Italian merchantman
Villarperosa, in port here by orders
of the Ttalian government since
Italy's declaration of war on Great
Britain, was moved yesterday from
its berth opposite the customhouse
to Horseshoe Bend, a mile above the
city on the Cape Fear river.

The move was ordered by John
Bright Hill, collector of customs, as
a “precautionary measure,” it being
explained that the wvessel’s motors
are torn down, leaving the ship at
the mercy of the. tides should she
break away from her moorings.
Horseshoe Bend basin has less tidal
and stream current, and should the
ship loose her moorings, she could
do little damage before grounding
herself, it was said.

Commander 0. V. Marron of the
U. 8. Coast Guard carried out Hill's
orders.

The Villarperosa was ordered hy
the Italian government to remain in

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 2)

ELECTRIC POWER
PLANNING ASK

Plan for Giant Tie-Up of
High-Capacity Lines in
East Investigated

3

WASHINGTON, March 23—(®—
The federal power commission re-

ported to congress today that
‘‘careful planning” was necessary
tc avert an early power shortage
such as caused lightless nights
during the 1918 war boom in manu-
facturing.

In an effort to assure an ade-
quate and dependable supply of
electricity to meet defense require-
ments, the agency said, utilities
and the comimission are investi-
gating the feasibility of a giant
tie-up of high-vapacity = transmis-
sion lines throughout the industrial
east.

The commission’s suggesticn that
the current industrial expansion
might cause a power shortage
coincided with a report.drom the
commerce department that con-
struction of new factories in the
first three months of 1941 had sur-
passed any similar period in
American hisory.

Lowell J. Chawner, department
economist, estimated that if the
present rate continued the year's
expenditures for plant and equip-
ment would total  $3,500,000,000.
This would compare with $2,300,-
000,000 last year, $2,700,000,000 in
1929, $3,200,000,000 in the peak year
of 1920 and $2,500,000,000 during
the war effort of 1918.

The pdwer commission asked for
more rigid control over interstate
pipe lines and questioned the de-
sirability of a proposal to pipe na-
tural gas from Texas to New York
City.

On another defense phase, the
report said that the commission
had prepared confidential instruc-
tions to power companies, for the
protection of generating plants
‘‘against sabotage or other hostile
acts,” in accordance with instrue-
tions from the President.

In 1918 a power sabolage caused
curtailment of production in many
war industries, and some cities
went without lights at night so that
more power could go into muni-
tions manufacturing.

Mount Holly Resident
Is Killed by Autc

CHARLOTTE, March 23.— () —
Charley Hayes, 30, of Mount Jolly,
was killed tonight when he was hit
by an automobile on Wilkinson

houlevard.

Jaycees Push Campaign
For City Manager Plan

Encouraged by what is signalized
as evidences of success, a large
corps of volunteer workers today
will begin the final week of a com-
munity-wide campaign aimed at
giving Wilmington the city mana-
ger form of government.

The campaign concludes with a
special municipal election next
Monday.

Launched by the Wilmington Ju-
nior .Chamber of Commerce sev-
eral months ago, the city manager
campaign has attracted wide-
srread attention and equally wide-
spread support among citizens of
ail ranks of life in Wilmington. Of-
ficially and unofficially, dozens of
business and professional leaders
of the city have joined the move:-
ment to inaugurate the city mana-
ger form of government, legally
known as Plan D, the Jaycees said
last night.

This week as the campaign

1)speeds to its climax, volunteer

workers—men and women alike—
will make a house-to-house can-
vass over districts of the city not
already covered, explaining to
those less informed the merits of
Plan D, empnasizing their con-
versations with documentary evi-
dences of the success of city mana-
ger government in hundreds of
other cities, large and small,
throughout the country.

Briefly, Plan D would substitute
for the present three-man, form of
cemmission government a muniei-
pal government composed of five
councilmen, elected at large. From
among their own membership, the
ocuncilmen would select a mayor
and a city manager. The council
will receive salaries of not more
tBan $200 per year for each mem-
ber, excepting the mayor, whose
salary cannot by law exceed $700
per year.

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 1)

Yugoslav Leaders Are Unable
To Prepare Cabinet That Will
Agree To Capitulate To Nazis

PEOPLE ARE ANGRY

Plans for Chiefs to Sign
With Axis in Vienna
Juesday Hit Again

TROOPS ARE RESTLESS

Greece Warns Yugoslavia
Against Giving Nazis
Right to Use Trains

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, March
24, (Monday)—!M—Yugoslav govern
ment leaders, beset by angry dem-
onstrations throughout the king:
dom, failed early today to com-
plete a cabinet agreeable to capi-
tulation to Adolf Hitler and thus
their plans to sign with the Axis
in Vienna tomorow were
secrambled again.

Regent Prince Paul, his pre-
mier, Dragisa Cvetkovic, and hig
Foreign Minister, Alksander Cin-
car-Markovic, retired shortly af-
ter midnight without issuing an ex-
pected communique announcing
that the cabinet crisis had been
solved.

““NOthing Tonight”

Instead, a spokesman said ‘‘there
will be nothing tonight”—and the
lights and heat on the special train
intended to carry the signatory
d;:gegation to Vienna were turned
off.

Early Sunday evening it was re-
ported the government, bowing to
German pressure, had settled its
troubles and the names of the new
cabinet members chosen to {ill
three wvacancies would be an-
nounced.

But the hours passed with the
three government chieftains still in
conferences and finally they gave
it up for the night without an an-
nouncement.

Authoritative sources said the
number of conferees indicated the
government was finding almost im-
possible its task of getting men
to sign the capitulation document.

If Prince Paul succeds in break-
ing the deadlock later this morning
there still would be time for the
train to reach Vienna by the hour
seti for the signing.

But in view of the evidently in-
creasing difficulties, accentuated
by the widespread demonstrations
in the provinces against any al-
liance with Germany and Italy,
government circles expressed
doubt that the schedule would be
Eept. .

Thousands Parade

Tens of thousands of Yugoslav
men and women paraded and sang
in demonstrations against the pro-
jected pact.

The army itself was reported
restless. High military quarters
said young Serb officers especially

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 4)

[TALIANS ASSERT
BRITISH REPULSED

Rome Claims English Storm-
ing Cheren Driven Back
In Bloody Fighting

ROME, March 23.— (@ —British
forces storming Cheren, mountain
key to Italian Eritrea, were “re-
pulsed everywhere in bloody fight-
ing"” and Axis air forces destroyed
18 “ensmy” warplanes, the Fascist
high command reported today.

General Sir Archibald P. Wavell's
army of the Nile, Virginio Gayda de-
¢lared, has been heavily depleted to
backstop the Greeks and the British

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 1)

Army Orders

WASHINGTON, March 23.—The War
Départment released the following or-
lers yesterday, dated March 70:

COLONELS
Pinger, R. W., Ord. Dept., Presidio of

San Francisco, Calif., orders to the

Philippines revoked.

Smith, W. A. Inf., to command Fort

Devens, Mass.

LIBUTENANT COLONELS
Murray, P., Inf., to command Camp Ed-
wards, Mass,
Broaddus, K., Cav., Fort Bliss, Texas,

to CCC, Fort Bragg, N. C., April 3.
Bausket, W. T., Jr., Cav.,, Fort Knox,

Ky., to the J. Franklin Bell, Fort

Mason, Calif., to sail from New York

about April 5.

Branson, H. L, Cav., Pueblo, Colo., to

the Henry T. Allen, Fort Maron,
Calif., April 15.
Burgess, 'T. B., Inf. detaile in Gen-

eral Staff Corps, Hawaii.

Buckley, H. A., Cav., Alameda, Calif.,
to 1st Armored Div., Fort Knox, Ky.,
via San Francisco, Calif,, May 15. -

Regnier, C. A., Cav., Washington, D. C.,
to 1st Cav. Div.,, Fort Bliss, Texas,

March 25.

- MAJORS

Neary, J. 8., Ord. Dept., Wright Field,
Ohio, to the Philippines, wvia New
York, April 8.

Berkey, P. A, F. A, Fort Slocum, N,
Y, to 351st F. A, Camp Livingston,
La., April 1. -

(Continued on Page Two; Coli )




