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Leads all North Carolina Dailies in News and Cireulat!
LACK OF (Hi

adr^atottlb
Cars and Coal Are thefi

Now Needed®

ORDERS ARE VERY^^H
Healthy Conditions in iron and

Demand for Cotton Goods from China
Suddenly Becomes a Feature W

of the Trade.

(By the Associated -foafcss.)

New York, Dec. 26.—R.
Company's weekly Review of Trade
morrow will say:

"Trade and speculation experienced thc^H
customary holiday quiet, except in
mas goods, which sold freely, many pacfcß
ing and shipping departments being
engaged on this class of work whiclM
could not be completed at the specifier^!-j
time. Industrial undertakings are int*?r-l
niptcd in many cases by the taking of in-H
ventori s, while other plants are
because fuel cannot be obtained. Ordersfl
still come forward freely, and the
year will open with more business on
books than ever before. Prices of com-fl
modifies are firmly held by the steadjM
domestic demand, and there is a good exHfl
rcrt movement of the leading staples. iH
this, as in many other instances.
there is still 'he drawback of inadcqu&tH
transporting facilities which restrict ship-H
ments to the seaboard. Financial condiJH
lions ate satisfactory. Railway earningaH
thus far reported for the month of De-M§j
comber surpass last year’s by 5.1
cent and those of 1900 by 11.6 per

“Quiet conditions in the iron and steel j¦ industry, unaccompanied by anjt' rsigii|BMß
, weakness, testify to the healthy tone
; suggest a bright outlook for the cording

i year. Furnaces and mil>s will extend
the season of idleness'! beyond the usual
time, not because oMMn but
in accumulate
ply of cont
forward more"slo\vly of
cause of the uncertain
delivery, although ther
purchaser's who still

______

terms in 1903. . Foreign pig iron is oum, u

¦ slightly below domestic quotations, but
neither imported nor home made Iron it
available for immediata use in large

, quantities. Independent steel mills
, claimed that they are unable to pay

| present prices for billets, which cost s3l
|or more for early shipment. Receipts
; from the South show a large increase in
| production as compared with any pre- [
I ceding year. The strongest department
j of this industry appears to bo steel bars.

"An unexpectedly favorable feature

i has appeared in ihe market for cotton

J goods. After a long season of stagnation
in the division, the demand for

' China suddenly became considerable, not-
withstanding the depression in silver and
liberal stocks of cotton in Shanghai. In-
quiries on this account are still numerous.

. although prices became firmer with the
stimulus of more business.”

TOTAL MOVEMENT OF COTTON.
New York, Dec. 26.—The following sta-

tistics on the movement of cotton for
the week ending December 2Gth were
compiled by the New York Cotton Ex-
change.

Weekly movement—
This Year. Last, Year.

Port receipts 281,263 298,677
Overland to mills and

Canada 37,943 33,158
Southern mill takings

(estimated) 61,000 52,245
Gain of stock at in-

terior towns ..
.. 8,000 5,785

Brought into sight
for the week 380,221 389,805
Total crop movement—

Port receipts 4,714,568 4,626,206
Overland to miils and

Canada 526,218 528,325
Southern mill tak-

ings (estimated) .. 801,000 747,165
Stock at interior

towns in excess of
September Ist .. .. 457,068 542,215

Brought into sight
thus far for season. 6,498,884 6,444,511

TOTAL NET RECEIPTS.
New York, Dec. 26.—The following are

' he total net receipts of cotton at all
ports since September Ist:

Galveston, 1.347,510 bales; New Or-
leans, 1.302,174: Mobile, 137,099; Savan-
nah, 849,011; Charleston. 170.627; Wil-
mington, 269,203; Norfolk, 299,790; Balti-
more, 12.360; New York, 27,768; Boston,
23,437; Newport News, 10,918; Philadel-
phia, 12,164; Brunswick, 72,472; Fernan-
dina, 450; Pensacola, 68,179; Port Arthur,
31,661; Port Townsend, 47,611; San Fran-
cisco, 18,651; Portland, Ore., 1,541. Total,-
4,702,695 bales.
COMPARATIVE COTTON STATE-

MENT.
New York, Dec. 26.—For the week

ending Friday, December 26, the net re-
ceipts at all United States ports during
the week kere: 2c85,272 bales; net receipts
at all United States ports same week
last year, 297,010; total receipts since
September Ist, 4,102,695; total receipts
to same date last year, 4,567,941; exports
for the week, 215,668; exports for same
week last year, 265,526; total exports
since September Ist, 3,247,081; total ex-
ports same date last yetr, 3,373,471: stock

lat all United States ports, 1,084.264;
' stock at all United States ports, same

J time last year. 589,243; stock at all in-
terior towns, 486,882; stock at all interior
towns same time last year 694,1fd; stock

!at Liverpool, of American i
! afloat for Great 295,000. a

IIOJESTIONNOW
GOES TO THE HAGUE

President Roosevelt Will Not
Serve as Arbitrator.

AN AGREEMENT REACHED

No Intimation is Given of the Conditions Which

May Have Been Imposed by the Powers

or Castro Precedent to Ar-

bitration-

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, D. C., Dec- 26.—President

Roosevelt will not be the arbitrator of

the Venezuelan controversy. The whole

vexatious subject will be referred for
adjudication to The Hague tribunal.

Epitomized, this was the situation as

it had resolved itself at the conclusion of

the Cabinet meeting today. The meeting

was not so long as the sessions of the

Cabinet usually are. All the members
except Secretary Root were present. The

Venezuelan question w'as the principal
and practically the only topic of general
topcern under consideration. Secretary

Hay presented the result of his cable
correspondence with the governments at
London, Berlin, Rome and Caracas. In
accordance with the suggestion made

several days ago by President Roose-
velt, through Secretary Hay, President
Castro, of Venezuela, was reported to
have agreed to submit the difference in

the case betwen his government and the
European powers to the arbitration of
the tribunal at The Hague. The Euro-
pean powers not only consented to sub-
mit the controversy to arbitration but,
while they had expressed a preference

for an arbitration to be conducted by

President Roosevelt, they had assented
to his suggestion that the matter be re-
ferred to The Hague.

The presentation of the case met the
hearty approval of the members of the
Cabinet. No fear is expressed by the
administration that the Monroe doctrine
will be brought into the controversy in
any manner that might result in an em-
barrassing situation for the United
States. Secretary Hay is preparing a
note to the powers in which the gratifi-
cation of "this government is expressed
for the course agreed upon by them in
settlement of the pending difficulties.

No intimation is given of the conditions
which may have been imposed by the
European powers or by President Castro

preeende^b--W' 1' the ai > + ”3tion. It is
kmpUrtTuiat: Great Britain was willing to

Submit the subject to the arbitration of
President Roosevelt practically without
conditions, but the suggestion is made
that one and perhaps two of the other
powers involved t cnosed some condi-
tions which might have proved em-

barrassing to the President had he under-
tagen the responsibility of determining

the question.

It is understood that some money must
pass, but it also is known that the

amount of cash to be required of Vene-

zuela before arbitration is not nearly so
large as has been stated- It is not
possible to learn either whether the

allies insist upon apologies from Castro
and, while it is assumed that the block-
ade will be speedily raised, no arrange-

ment to that end has yet been made.

The energies of the negotiators are now
being devoted to the framing of what

. will be known as a condition protocol and
H Is hoped that wlhile this class of

document docs not undertake to closely

define issues to be presented it will still

contain a provision for the removal of

the blockade.

To be Referred to The Hague.

(By the Associated Press.)

London, Dec. 26. —Confirmation was

obtained here today by the Associated
press of the announcement from Wash-
ington that the arbitration of the Vene-
zuelan questions is now assured, and
that, failing the acceptance by Presi-
dent Roosevelt of the invitations to be-
come arbitrator, the matter in dispute

will be referred to The Hague tribunal.

With Certain Reservations.

(By the Associated Press.)
Berlin, Dec. 26.—A semi-official note

published today says:
“As in the case of the Italian note,

the British and German notes on Vene-
zuela presented December 23, declare
•that if President Roosevelt does not
accept the post of arbitrator the powers
would be prepared, subject to certain
reservations, to submit the matter to
The Hague tribunal.’ ”

COMPLAINT AGAIKSI SOUTHERN.

R. W. Austin Asks Inter-State Commission to
Investigate Alleged Car Discrimination-

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Dec. 26. —R. W. Austin, of
Knoxville, Tenn., trading as the Live

and Let Live Coal Company, which
company, he states, was formed to sup-
ply coal to the poor, and whose profits
are devoted to the Knoxville Woman’s

Christian Association for the poor, has

fiied a complaint with the Inter-State
Commerce Commission, alleging that the
Southern Railway is discriminating in
the supply of cars for the coal trade.

Mr. Austin says his company's
charges ane "greatly below' the extor-
tionate prices per ton exacted by the
other coal dealers of Knoxville and that
these dealers have formed a combination

and fixed a schedule of prices and agreed
not to sell below this schedule.’’ The
complaint alleges that in furnishing oars
for the transportation of coal from the
mines at Jellico, Tenn., to Knoxville and
other points on the Southern and con-
necting lines, the defendant company is
discriminating against the complainant,
the consumers and the city of Knox-
ville itself that the railroad company is
legally required to furnish the complain-
ant with sufficient cars to enable it to
do business and compete on equal terms
with other established coal dealers in
Knoxville. An investigation is asked

for.

A HATTEBAS GIBL LOST-

Miss Carrie Gaskins Disappears from Norfolk
and Cannot be Traced-

(Special to Charlotte Observer.)
Norfolk, Va., Dec- 24.—Where is Miss

Carrie Gaskins, 22 years old, young,
pretty and popular? This is a question

Mr. S. L. Dosher, of the United States
Weather Bureau here, her brother-in-
law, would like to have an answer to.
Miss Gaskins is from Hatteras, N. C.,
but has made her home at the residence
of Mr. Dosher on Yarmouth street, for
several years. I.ast Tuesday week she
went to Virginia Beach to visit her
brother, Mr. George Gaskins, and noth-
ing has been seen or heard of her since.
She was traced to the Cape Henry depot,
where she took the train to Norfolk, but
there ends ail trace of her whereabouts.
Relatives in North Carolina have been
notified to search for her and general
search will be instituted from her rela-
tives here. Foul play is suspected, but
her relatives say she was able to look
out for herself.

(Mr- Dosher was stationed at Char-
lotte as weather observer several years
ago, and Miss Gaskins has visited at his
home here. —Observer.)

A BAD FIRE AT TUNIS

A. C. L. Station, a Warehouse and Fcur Box
Cars burned.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Suffolk, Va., Dec. 26. —Last night at

Tunis, N. C., fire destroyed the Atlantic
Coast Line passenger and freigln station,
a warehouse used by the Albemarle Navi-
gation Company and four box cars, one
of them empty. The blaze began about
9 o'clock, ana was under control by 5 thi3
morning. Hard fighting was necessary in
order to save the two thousand foot tres-
tle over the Chowan River. The fire is
believed to have started from a stove.
Loss $4,000.

Glimpse of Christmas at Hatteras

(Special to News and Observer.)

Washington, N. C., Dec. 26.—Snow
started here today about 11 o’clock and
continued an hour. The mercury is low
tonight and the weather bitter cold.

A special from Hatteras says that the
duck and flying game birds that were
around there in numbers a few days ago.
have all sought the inland waters to es-
cape the storm. The weather is biting
and many birds have been picked up at
the foot of the lighthouse where they
flow against the glass protectors of the
lighthouse and were killed. One of the
chief amusements of the day to the men
tof the service is to exchange bright
greeting by the flag system with the men
on what few vessels pass. The men on the
lighthouse of the Atlantic grave-yard
wish the country a happy Christmas.

Safes Robbed at Pee De a
.

! (Wadosboro Messenger and Intelligencer.)
A few nights ago the store of Mr. T.

P. Richardson, at Pee Dee, was entered
by thieves and his safe robbed of some
S3O or $35. Entrance to the building
was effected by breaking a pannel out
of the front door. The main door of
the safe was not locked and the rob-
bers broke the lock off the inside door
with tools found in the store. About
825 of the money stolen belonged to
Mr. Richardson’s little children, who
kept their savings in pocketbooks in
the safe. Besides the money a pair of
shoes and some sardines and candy were
stolon.

Shot by Companion While Hunting.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Washington, N. C.. Dec. 26.—With the
words, “Don’t prosecute him. he did not
mean to shoot,” John Harris, a young
man at North Creek, Beaufort county,
died late yesterday afternoon. The dead
man and a friend had been out hunting

and Harris put his cun to his shoulder

and aimej around the horizon and drop-

ped the gun when it went off, so the com-
panion whose name is yet unknown says.
The shot, punctured arteries and Harris

bleil to death. A coroner’s jury will fully

investigate the case.

Mary Hartwall Catherwood Dad

(Bv the Associated Press.)
Chicago, Dec. 26 Mrs. Mary Hart-

well Catherwood, the well-known au-

thoress, died at her residence at 4852
Washington avenue tonight of cancer.

Mrs. Catherwood was taken ill in Octo-
ber and steadily declined until tonight
she succumbed to the disease. The

funeral service will be held Sunday, and

interment will be at Hoopstone, 111., her

old home. Mrs. Catherwood is survived
by her husband, John Steel Catherwood,
and a daughter.

Mail Lost in the Wreck.

(By the Associated Press.)
Washington, Dec. 26.—The Postoffice

Department today announced that in a
railroad wreck at Spartansburg. S. C..
Wednesday last a part of the mail was
lost or damaged. It is believed that the
lost portion consisted of a pouch filled
with letters from New York and points
beyond to New Orleans and about ten
sacks of other mail.

BLUE WINTER HITS
THE SONNY SOUTH

The Mercury Goes Sprawling
Down Toward Zero.

ASHEVILLE IN THE LEAD

Fwelv? Decrees Above Was the Lew Record

of Yesterday. Tennessee, Georgia, Ala-

bama, Louisiana et al. Are also

Blowing Purple Fingers.
(By the Associated Press.)

Asheville, N. C.. Dec. 26.—The tem-

perature reached 12 degrees above zero
this morning, the coldest weather Ashe-

ville has had this season. There has

been a light fall of snow.

ALABAMA. THRESHES ITS ARMS.

(By the Associated Press.)

Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 26.—Christmas
night was the coldest of the winter in
Birmingham, the thermometer dropping
to 19 degrees above. The mercury had
risen very little at 10 o'clock this morn-
ing, it registering 23.

Mobile, Ala., Dec. 26.—The coldest
weather of the season visited Mobile to-
day, the thermometer registering 32.2
degrees early this morning. Colder
weather is promised'* fer tonight.

THE CREOLES GET CHILLY.

(By the Associated Press.)

New Orleans, Dec. 26. —The weather is
clear at noon, mercury 44. The predic-
tion of the government forecaster is for
colder weather tonight with freezing al-
most to the coast.

TOES ACHE IN TENNESSEE.

(By the Associated Press.)
Knoxville, Tenn., Dec. 26.—The tem-

perature last night was 16 degrees above
zero. The indications that it will be
colder tonight. This is the coldest tem-
perature in Knoxville this winter, the
previous record being 25 degrees on De-
cember 9th.

Memphis, Tenn., Dec. 26.—This is the
coldest day of the year in Memphis and
vicinity. The thennometer registered 1.9
degrees at 6 o’clock.

Chattanooga, Tenn., Dec. 26.—The
thermometer at this station reached 16.1
above zero today, the coldest day of the
year. There was a light snow and in-
dications of continued cold weather to-
night.

Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 26.—This is the
coldest day of the season. The mercury
stood at 13 at 7 o’clock this morning and
had risen but 2 degrees at neon. There
is a biting wind from the north and in-
dications point to a drop of 10 degrees
by night.

Whew ! Say the ‘‘Goober Grabblers.”
(By the Associated Press.)

Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 26.—Today is the
coldest of the season in this city and
vicinity. The thermometer marked 18
derees above zero as the minimum last
night. Jacksonville, Fla., reported 38
above and Savannah 34.

Freezing temperature extends as far
South a s a line running east and west
through the central portion of the cotton
bc’.t.

It is Bitter in Yankeedom.

(By the Associated Press.)
Kansas City, Dee. 26.—Advices received

today indicate severe weather through-
out Kansas and Missouri. Hutchinson,
Kan., reports the coldest weather in
years, the thermometer at that point reg-
istering five below zero. At Atchison five
below is recorded.

At Mexico, Mo., a coal famine confronts
the people. There is no coal to be found
at any of the yards, and the temperature
was at zero last night.

St. Paul, Minn., Dec. 26.—With the mer-
cury at 19 below during the night the
twin cities are experiencing the coldest
weather of the present winter. Similar
reports are received from all over the
northwest, but slightly warmer weather
is promised.

Dos Moines, la., Dec. 26.—The cold
weather record for the season iu this
section was broken today when the ther-
mometer registered 7 below. There has
been much suffering owing to the scarcity
of fuel.

Lincoln. Neb., Dec. 26. —This morning
the coldest weather for the winter was
experienced in Lincoln, the thermometer
indicating S below. Over the State and
especially in the central part it was not
so cold by the or three degrees. ’>aere
is no wind and the cold is moderating.

Louisville, Ky., Dec. 26.—The coldest
weather of the winter is reported today
from any places south of the Ohio river.
The temperatures reported to the Weath-
er Bureau range from six degrees above
zero at Evansville, Ind., to 46 at Galves-
ton and 48 at Corpus C’nristi, Texas.

AWFUL LOSS OF LIFE.

(By the Associated Press.)

Trinidad. Colo., Dec. 26. —A coal
from north of Trinidad, who was taken
out of the debris of the Colorado and
Southern freight wreck north of Trinidad
last night and died a short time later,
said just before expiring that there were
fourteen coal minors beside himself in
the ear in which he was riding, and
which was smashed to splinters. The
ruiDs of this car still remain under tons
of wreckage. All the men in it must

have perished. It is now estimated that
the number of dead will reach from
twenty-five to thirty. All of the men in
the wrecked car were going to Trinidad
to spend Christmas. They all came from
coal mining camps north of this city.

Charters for Greek Letter Fraternities.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Dec. 26—The Sigma
Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, at today’s
session granted charters to the follow-
ing chapters:

University of Wisconsin, University
of Chicago, University of Kansas, Vir-
ginia Military Institute and the Colorado
School of Mines.

She Willbe a Total Wreck

(By the Associated Press.)

Granton, Dec. 26. —The Norwegian bark
G. S. Henry, which sailed from Bruns-
wick, October 28, for this port, is ashore
at Scaw and will be a total wreck. The
cargo is washing ashore. Only one of
the crew was saved. Captain Tomlinson
was drowned.

FATHER AN INMATE OF SOLDIERS'
o HOME.

It turns out that the father of Rufus
and Sandy Stevenson, who murdered the
man Miller, at Winston last Sunday
night, is an inmate of the Soldiers' Home.
The old gentleman is now in his i9th year
and very feeble. lie served during the
war in Company G, Fifty-third regiment.

The two Stevenson brothers were with
a man named Miller last Sunday night.
They were all drinking and Miller was
paying the bills. Monday Rufus Steven-
son. the older of the two brothers, com-
mitted suicide, and soon after the body
of Miller was found in a well. An in-
vestigation showed that he had been mur-
dered and thrown in the well. Sandy

Stevenson had fled town but was soon
cantured and lodged in jail.

The news was first conveyed to the
father by one of the inmates of the Home
Thursday morning when he reading a
newspaper aloud to a number of the old

soldiers of the Home, he read the dis-
patch telling of the murder of Miller by

the Stevenson brothers. Later Superin-

tendent Brooks took the father aside
and told him the whole truth, as the old
man begged that he be allowed to know
the truth.

FOUND DEAD AFTER THE STORM.
\

(By the Associated Press.)

Silver Cliff, Colo., Dec. 26.—Joseph
Harlton, an old prospector, missing for

the past three weeks, has been found
dead within three hundred Vards of his
cabin near Ilse. Harlton was a Confed-
erate soldier, and it is said was at one
time mayor of Atlanta. It is supposed
that he perished in a storm in an at-
tempt to seek shelter and food.

Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 26. —Joseph Harlton,
who was frozen to death near Ilse, Colo.,
is not known here, and the name is not
in the list of mayors of this city.

COLORED BOY SHOT ACCIDENTLY.

On Christmas morning at Edward’s
Mill, this county, John Young, aged 20,

shot and killed Adolphus Nichols, aged
21. Both of the boys are colored and
the shooing is said to have been acci-
dental. Young was lodged in jail in de-
fault of a SIOO bond to await the action
of the grand jury.

TOLSTOI BEGS THE PRESS TO BE
SILENT.

(By the Associated Press.)

St. Petersburg, Dec. 26.—Count Tolstoi
has sent a personal appeal ro the press
asking the papers, in view of his ad-
vanced age and illness, not to publish
any further reports of his condition, as
they cause him pain,

AT THE BAPTIST TABERNACLE.

The Tabernacle Baptist Sunday School
in Raleigh is the biggest in the State and
they do things on a big scale. Their
Christmas entertainment this year was as
practical as it was delightful. All who
participated brought presents to be dis-
tributed to those who were not so blessed
in this world's goods. The primary de-
partment, a bevy of beautiful children,
sang “Little Children Ought to Be
Thankful” and deposited their gifts which
were on a wire stretched on the platform.

The Baraca class, 118 strong, each
brought a sack of flour. The workingmen’s

class each brought a bag of “water-
ground ’ meal. One class carried two
bolts of cloth, another bags of sweet po-
tatoes, young giris singing “My Country
'Tis of Thee,” each brought a box of

Uneeda biscuit, another packages of-eof-

fee, another, loaves of bread, another,
hosiery, another sugar and coffee, anoth
or cabbage, another sausage, hominy,
lightwood and matches, packages of rais-
ins, brooms, rice, sweet potatoes, etc.
Capt. Bernard’s B. B. class of boys had
50 pounds of bacon and every man had a
broom. Superintendent Broughton said
B. B. stood for “broom and bacon.” All j
these and many more good things were i
distributed to the members of the church

and others, showing a practical expres- i
sion of Christmas liberality that carried
cheer into many homes.

AT CHRIST CHURCH.
Dr. M. M. Marshall, rector, preached a

splendid sermon from the words, “Glory

to God in the Highest, and on earth Peace

and Good Will to Men.” The music was
inspiring, the parts by Miss Hull, of St.

Mary’s, Mrs. C.’as. McKimmon and Mrs.
A. L Baker being particularly fine. The

offering, $71.50, >as for the Clergymen’s

Retiring Fund.

AT GOOD SUEPHERD CHURCH.

“Mercy and Truth are Met Together.
Righteousness and Peace have Kisser! j
Each Other” were, the words employed by

Rev. Dr. Pittenger in a magnificent ser-
mon. The music under the direction o.

rrof. Brown was beautiful.

FIREMEN CRUSHED
B1 FULLING WALLS

Brooklyn and New York Men
Fighting Flames.

FIVE FACTORIES GUTTED

A Water Tower Was Rushed Directly Beneath

One of the Walls Which Suddenly

Bulged and Fell Outward,
Killing Three Men.

(By the Associated Press.)

New York, Dec. 26.—1 n a fire which

shot through five factories in the river

front district of Brooklyn early this

morning, three firemen were killed, two

were badly injured and more than $400,-

000 damage was done. The list of dead

and injured is as follows:
The dead:
MICHAEL O’TOOL, fireman, water

tower No. 6.
THOMAS JEFFRIES, fireman, water

tower No. 6.
BATTALION CHIEF THOMAS COP-

PINGER, of Twenty-third Battalion.
Injured:

Thomas McCarthy, fireman, on water
tower, right leg fractured and right hip
crushed.

William McCooley, citizen, skull
crushed.

Beginning in the cooperage plant of Ax-
buckle Brothers, at Plymouth and Bridge
streets, within a half hour, the flames
were shooting from all the buildings, and
all the available fire engines of Brook-
lyn were trying to save the district.
Later engines were sent from the New
York side of the river. Water tower No.
6, with Battalion Chief Coppinger in
charge, was run directly under one of the
walls of the cooperage works. Suddenly
the wall was seen to bulge at the third
story, and before the men could move it
crashed directly down on them. The
firemen and McCooiey, a citizen, were
buried and the water tower and ladders
were smashed to kindling wood.

Ten minutes later the first of the men
was taken out. It was the battalion
chief, unconscious and fatally hurt. He
died at the hospital. McCooley came
next. McCarthy, who will die, it is
thought, was found half under a wheel
of the tower, also unconscious. The
bodies of Jeffries and O'Toole were found
together.

Record Beaten on Marriages and
Drunks.

(Special to the News and Observer.)
Durham. N. C., Dec. 26.—1 n two re-

spects this Christmas has been a record-
breaker—for the number of marriages
and the number of drunks.

Since the morning of Christmas eve
more than a score of marriage lioense
have been issued and most of this num-
ber have already been married. Several
more were issued today. During this
week the Register of Deeds will issue
between thirty-five and fifty.

In the police court this morning the
mayor tried seventy-four defendants.
Thirty-three were tried yesterday, mak-
ing a total of more than a hundred ar-
rests made by the police in two days.
Many of these —in fact a majority—were
for drinking. Contrary to the usual
custom the ordinance regulating the
shooting of fire works was not suspend-
ed and as a result several arrests were
made for shooting inside the fire* dis-
trict. ,

•

Steamer Buckingham Strands.

(By the Associated Press.)

Glasgow, Dec. 26.—The British steamer
Buckingham, Captain Froggett, from
New Orleans and Norfolk, via Havre for
Boness, Scotland, while seeking shelter
from the gale stranded in Ehard Bay
with stern on the rocks and bow in the
sound. A tug and divers have been sent
to her assistance.

Total Bank Clearings.

(By the Associated Press.)
New York, Dec. 26. —Total bank clear-

ings week ended December 25: $1,851,694,-
309, increase 3 per cent; outside New York
$701,557,996, increase 5 per cent.

DIED ON CHRISTMAS DAY.
After an illness of several weeks Mrs.

Chas. \\ oodall died Thursday afternoon.
She was a noble Christian woman and
will be mourned by a host of relatives and
friends. She leaves a husband and three
children and one brother, Mr. Edward
Lawson.

The funeral services were conducted
yesterday afternoon at three o’clock from
the residence on South Blount strecr by
Rev. J. B. Hurley.

The pall-bearers were Messrs. Frank
Stronach. J. L. Foster, C. H. Beine, W. R.
Beavers, W. W. Wilson and L. W. Smith.

THE RED CROSS SENDDING AID- !

(By the Associated Press.)
St. Petersburg, Dec. 26.—The Red Cross

Society is sending representatives to
Andijan to organize relief for the earth-
quake sufferers ar.d has contributed $17,500 ;
to the relief fund.

BALFOUR HAS INFLUENZA.

(By the Associated Press.)
London, Dec. 26.—Premier Balfour is

confined to his bed at Whittinghame,
Scotland. He is suffering from a sharp

attack of influenza.

MAY HAVE BEEN FOUL PLAY.

' The Negro Williams’ Body Found. Mr. Wal-
ter Harrison’s Conditionals Critical
(Special to News and Observer.)

New Bern, N. C., Dec. 26.—The body of
the negro Hardy Williams, who was
drowned off Trent River bridge Wednes-
day night, was hauled ashore yesterday
evening. The fact that cord was found
wrapped around his feet justifies the sus-
picion that Williams may have been the
victim of foul play.

Anthony Lawrence, the negro, who, on
Saturday night shot Mr. Walter Harrison
in the neck, seems to have made good
his escape. Mr. Harrison’s condition is
regarded as critical.

Snow has been falling at intervals dur-
ing the day but not of sufficient quantity
to cover the ground. At one time a novel
sight was the fall of snow while the sun
shone forth brightly. Indications tonight
are that the ground will be covered by
morning.

810 FIGHT AT BLOCKADE STILL.

Citizens Guarding the Still. Officers on the
Way to Destroy It

(Special to the News and Observer.)
Asheville, N. C., -Dee. 26.—Collector

Harkins received a message from Bryson
City asking him to send a deputy col-
lector to destroy a blockade still, which
haj been fceizod on Hazel Creew. The
telegram stated that there had been a
big fight at the still and that citizens in
the neighborhood had seized the plant
and were guarding it. The dep,uty col-
lector was wired to go to Hazel Creek.

A CHAPTEB OF ACCIDENTS

' Cranks and Crackers Make Fire and Blood
uy.

(Special to the News and Observer.)

Greensboro, N, C.,D ee. 26.—Wm. Sea-

! graves, of Proximity, tried a new fool-

hardy act last night by lighting a can-
non cracker by holding it to a lighted
cigarette in his mouth, when the thing
went off. A large part of his face and
hand went with it. Seagraves’ condition
is very serious, as his face is terribly
larcerated, a portion of his nose blown

| off and one eye nearly destroyed. His
hand is also badly hurt, but it will not

need amputation.
Roy Armfteld. the 12-year-old son of

| Mr. G. Will Armfleld, is in bed from
the explosion of a'pop-cracker in his
face. His hair, eye brows and lashes

! were burned off and his face and eyes
seriously burned. At one time last night,
it was thought his eye sight would be
permanently affected, but he seems to be

1 able to see today.

Miss Annie Tate is suffering from a
! nervous shock, and a burn, the result of
; stepping on an unseen lighted pop-

cracker, that blew her up.

The city council at its very first
meeting should pass an ordinance pro-

! liibitingthe sale of dynamite fire works.
! By next Christmas the merchants would

be forewarned not to buy them.
Mayor Osborn yesterday was tele-

phoned by the chief of police that eight

prisoners were in Umbo for Wednesday

night Christmas eve hilarity. “Take
their recognizance to appear for trial
next Friday,” ’phoned the big-hearted
official. Seven of the erring stepped
out joyfully, the eighth one had to stay,

as he had on only his underclothes, and
said it was most too cold outside,

j A charitable friend sent him an old
! suit of clothes. He left, but this morn-

ing was counted again in the lock-up’s
i list of the fallen. And he was minus a

coat.

i Edgar Jenkins, while acting as peace-

maker between two angry friends, last
night, received a vicious slash in the

i face with a knife. The sash was four
inches long and it required ten stitches
to sew it up. ,

Mr. John Causey, while hunting yes-
terday, near (he wate r-works plant,
found in an old field, two pair of pants

and a coat, with a bundle of cost-marks

of Chisolmn & Co.’s, whose store was
robbed last week.

By a recent order of the authorities
two hundred postal clerks on the South-

| ern Railway, who have formerly had
their headquarters at Charlotte, will be
transferred, after January Ist, to Greens-

> boro. As these officials are al! first-
class men, receiving from one thousand
to eighteen hundred dollars per annum,

the change means much to the material
as well as social interests of this city.

Mr- Wm. Callum. the Baltimore drug

firm drummer,who had his hand amputa-

ted at the wrist yesterday, the Result of

holding a cannon eracker to shoot it off.
is doing well at his home here, the phy-
sicians saying the recovery, they think,

! will be rapid.
James McDowell, who had his leg

broken by the kick of his horses, be-

tween whom he had jumped to escape a
street car, is reported to have consider-
able fever today.

Will do Much Good.

(Charity and Children.)

Mr. N. B. Broughton said at the con-
vention that the next Legislature will
be most favorable to the cause of tem-

i perance. We believe he is right and we
rejoice because of it. Two of the sug-
gestions made by the News and Observer,

! namely, the enactment of a State law

I corresponding with what is known as the
' Duplin law, which prohibits the shipping
of whiskey by express into prohibition

; territory, and the regulation of the man-
ufacture of liquor, which will correct the

! government still curse, will do a vast
deal toward the destruction of the
traffic. Dispensaries are only a short |
step in the right direction: the time has '

‘come for the wiping out of the whole ]
business, dispensaries and all. It be-
hooves every man who loves his fellows
to lend a hand to this vital work for the I
safety of the rising generation.


