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It was with no waste of oratory that
the Democrats of the Senate transacted
the business of that body last night, and
named the officers who are to look after
the transactions of the Senate.

There were forty-one Democrats assem-
bled when the meeting M'as called to or-
der. Glancing over the body there were
many familiar faces to be seen, many Mho
had been here last year, yet the new
faces were in the majority. New these
M-ere in the Senate Chamber, but not
new as fighters for Democracy.

The personnel of tbe body is a splendid
one, and it looks rs if it M’ere .composed
of workers, and farnest workers. It is
a young looking body of men, taken as a
M-hole, but the young men Mho are there
are young men whose faces indicate that
they are ready to go forward with the
matters that will make for the better-
ment of the State with ability and dis-
cretion.

It Mas about quarter past eight o’clock
Mhen the caucus was organized. Senator
John . Woodard, of Wilson, in a few
words, called the caucus to order, and
presented the name of Hon. John S. Hen-
derson, of Rowan, as chairman. This
motion prevailed and Mr. Henderson, on
taking the chair, expressed his apprecia-
tion of the honor in graceful terms.

Hon. 11. A. London, of Chatham, named
Hon. Chas. A. Webb, of Buncombe, as
secretary of the caucus, and Mr Webb
was elected by acclamation. This com-
pleted the organization and the meeting
swung at cnce into its business, begin-
ning M'iih the roll-call.

This shoM'cd that forty-one Democratic
Senators Mere present, Mith only three
absentees, Senators S. S. Mann, of Swan
Quarter, econd district; T. D. Warren,
of Trenton, Eighth district, and S. J.
Durham, Bessemer City, Thirty-second
district. This makes the full Democratic
strength in the Senate, forty-four. It
was reported last night that Senator W.
A. Conley. Independent Democrat, of

McDowell, would enter the Democratic
caucus, but he was not present at last
evening’s session.

Senator BroM-n, of Columbus, made the

motion that, the caucus proceed to name
its choice for its officers. Senator H. A.
London, of Chatham, nominated Mr. A.

J. Maxwell, of Rockingham, for Chief
Clerk. He told of his ability, experience,
and of the excellent work he had done at
the last session. Senator C. S. Vann, of
Chowan, seconded the nomination and it
went through with a rush, there being no.
opposition, and the election being a
unanimous one.

Next came the nominations for Reading
Clerk and Senator Glenn, of Guilford, led
off by nominating Mr. Thomas J. Murphy,
of Guilford, whom he pronounced to be
an able young lawyer, a Democrat of the
hard M’orking order, in the prime of life,
with a voice suited to the position of
Reading Clerk.

Senator Blow, of Pitt, placed *n nomina-
tion Mr. Paul R. Outlaw, of Greenville, of
whom he spoke as a valiant young Dem-
ocrat, endorsed by the Democracy of his
section, one who had aided his party by
his voice and by his pen.

These nominations received seconds,
Senator Lambo, of Cumberland, seconding
that of Mr. Murphy and Senator McMullan
that of Mr. Outlaw. Senators Lamb and
Woodard were named as tellers, and the
vote resulted: Murphy 32. Ooutlaw 9.

For oor-keeper of the Senate, Mr.
David A. Batts, of Wilson, was placed
In nomination by Senator John E. Wood-
ard, who told of Mr. Batts’ faithful ser-

vice for twenty years to Democracy, and

of his suttablity. The nomiantion was

seconded by Senator J. A. Brown, of

Columbus, and Mr. Batts was elected by

a unanimous vote without opposition.

Then came the first vigorous contest

of the caucus. For Assistant Door

Keeper, Senator A. J. Burton, of Rock-
ingham, presented the name of Mr. Geo.

W. Terry, of Rockingham; Senator Mc-

Laughlin, of Iredell, that of Mr. Moses

N. White, of Iredell; Senator Justice, of
McDowell, that of Rev. D. P. Goode, of

Burke, whom he eulogized as an old sol-
dier, a veteran Democrat, 60 years old,

and fully competent to hold the position.
Senator Walker, of Caswell, that of
David B. Stainback, now of Caswell,

formerly of Halifax, a young Democratic
worker in both counties; Senator Milton,
of Stanley, that of W. J. Ross, of Stanley,

an old soldier and an earnest Democrat.
Senator Travis, of Halifax, seconded the
nomination of Mr. Stainback, while
Senator Hoev, of Cleveland, seconded that
of Rev. D. P. Goode.

The first ballot resulted: Terry 1.
Ross 3, White 8, Stainback 12 and Goode
17. No election, 21 votes being necessary
for a choice.

The second ballot gave the victory to
Rev. D. P. Goode, with exactly 21 votes.
It was Terry 1, Ross 1, White 8, Stain-
back 10 and Goode 21.

For Engrossing Clerk, Senator Godwin

HON. SAMUEL M GATTIS.
Who Was Last Night Selected as Speaker

of the House.

nominated Mr. O. P. Shell, of Harnett,
and Senator Pharr, of Mecklenburg,
seconded this, moving to make the nomi-
nation unanimous. This was done.

For Calendar Clerk, Mr. M. L. Ship-
man, of Hendersonville, editor of the
French Broad Hustler, was placed in
nomination by Senator Glenn, of Guilford.
Senators Justice and Woodard seconded
this, all paying tribute to Mr. Shipman s
worth and to his splendid service two
years ago. He was elected by acclama-
tion.

The caucus next elected Hon. John S-
Henderson as chairman of the Senate
Democratic caucus, Senator J. A. Brown,
as president pro tempore of the Senate,
agreed to have the matter of the number
of assistants to the Chief and Engrossing
Clerk to the discretion of the Lieutenant
Governor, agreed to consider some
changes in the matter of the enrolling
of bills and adjourned to meet in joint
caucus tonight with the Democrats of
the Legislatures when it is expected a
date will be agreed on at which a vote
for United States Senator will be taken.

Louisiana’s Courts Uphold.

(By the Associated Press.)
ashington, Jan s.—The United States

Supreme Court today affirmed the opin-
ion of the Supreme Court of Louisiana in
the ease of E. M. Chadwick vs. John XI.
Kelly. Chadwick attacked the validity
of an ordinance of the city of New Or-
leans requiring city contractors to give
bond to employ only residents of the city
in the work in which they may be en-
gaged. He was the owner of property
abutting streets which wore under pro-
cess of improvement and he complained
that the effect of the operation of the
ordiance was to increase the cost of im-
provement to him. The Louisiana couri
held that as Chadwick was not a party
against whom the discrimination, if any,
had been practiced, he was not in a posi-
tion to attack the validity.

Reciprocity Friends in Hopeful Mood

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. 5.—Senator Cullom,
chairman of the Committee on Foreign
Relations, had an extended conference
with the President today concerning the
Cuban Reciprocity Treaty which is pend-
ing before his committee. Ho hopes that
it may be reported from the committee
to the Senato either the latter part of
this week or the first of next week, and
as soon as possible afterwards, he will
move for its consideration by the Sen-
ate. Senator Collom believes that while
some opposition to the treaty has de-
veloped. it will be ratified.

President Roosevelt’s confidence in the
success of the treaty has not been shaken
ia the least by tho rumors of opposition-
In fact, during the past few days, he has
received asuranees from some of those
Senators, who last spring, opposed the
Cuban legislation, that they would sup-
port the treaty. It is understood also,
that many of the beet sugar men have
withdrawn their opposition to the ratifi-
cation of the treaty.

D J. HillMinister to Switzerland.

Washington, Jan. 5. —Dr. David Jayne

Hill, First Assistant Secretary of State,

will relinquish that post this month to
become United States Minister to Switz-
erland. He will be succeeded as first as-
sistant by Francis B. Loomis, at present

United States Minister to Portugal.
Mr. Loomis will be succeeded at Lis-

bon by Charles Page Bryan, who has
been confirmed as Minister to Switzerland
but who has never assumed that post.

Th> President today sent the above
nominations to the Senate.

BITS TO COBB TBE
RAMPANT TRUSTS

Forged in the Smithy of Mr.
Knox's Brain.

HE WRITES TWO LETTERS

And Gives Hoar arid Littlefield His Ideas as to

What Should be Done to Eliminate the

Evils in the Vast Corpor-

ations.

(By the Associated Press.)
Washington. Jan. 6.—Attorney-General

Knox has addressed identical letters to

Senator Hoar, chairman of the Senate

Judiciary Committee, and Representative

Little field, chairman of the sub-Com-

mittcc of the House Judiciary Committee,

giving his views on the subject of trusts-
These letters are in reply to Mr. Little-

field, asking the views of Mr. Knox. The

letters embrace three subjects, the ques-

tions which have been decided by the

courts, the questions which are pending

in the courts and suggestions respecting

further legislation.

Under the latter head, Mr. Knox says:

“The end desired by the overwhelming j
majority of the people of all sections of

the country show that combinations of

capital should be regulated and steps

should he taken to correct the tendency

toward monopolization of the industrial
busincs of the country. A thing to bo j
avoided, even by suggestion, is legisla- j
tion regulating the business of the coun-
try beyond a point as will accomplish
this end.

"In my judgment, a monopoly in any

industry would be impossible in this
country where money is abundant and
cheap and in the hands or within the

reach of keen and capable men if com-
petition were assured of a fair and open
field and protected against unfair, arti-
ficial and discriminating practices.

“If the law will guarantee to the
smaller producer protection against prac- <
tical methods in competition and keep 1
the highways to the market open and

valuable to him for tho same tolls
charged to his powerful competitor, he

will manage to live and thrive to an
astonishing degree.

“Ibelieve the rebates and kindred ad-
vantages granted by carriers to large
operators in the leading industries of the
country, as against their competitors, in
many years amounting to a sum that

would represent fair interest upon the
money invested in the business of such
operators.

"Capitalization, in almost every case of
a holding company, represents far more
than the aggregate intrinsic value oi.its
constituent companies. The method of
computing values for purposes of con-
struction has invariably been upon earn-
ingpporer, and rebates have frequently
swelled earnings so that enormous vol-
umes of capital stock represent nothing

but unfair advantages obtained over
rivals.

“Tho situation is much improved in
respect to transportation discriminations
within the last two years. This is the
result of a determination to apply exist-
ing laws in an effective way against dis-
criminations; and second, to the fact
that some of the higher minded railroad
managers of the country have exerted

their large influence in the direction of

equitable dealing with the shippers of
the territory which they serve. Whether
it is a consequence of these, it is never-
theless stated on high authority to be a
fact that the embarkation of now capi-

tal in enterprises, in competition with
the supposedly controlled industries
within the period named, equals the capi-
tal of the trusts. The effect of certainty

of protection against predatory competi-
tion can be safely prophesied to increase

this figure.
"My suggestion, therefore, is that as

a first step in a policy to be persistently
pursued until every industry, largo and
small, in the country can bo assured of

equal rights and opportunities, and until
the tendency to monopolization of the
important industries of the country is

checked, all discriminatory practices af-

fecting Interstate trade be made offenses
to be enjoined and punished. Such legis-

lation to be directed alike against those
who give and those Mho receive the ad-
vantages thereof, and to cover discrimi-

nation in prices as against competitors
in particular localities resorted to for
the purpose of destroying competition in
interstate and foreign as well as dis-
crimination by carriers.

"Such practices are so obviously un-
reasonable that to inhibit them would be
a measure of regulation of commerce to

it free and unrestrained, and not to
attempt to exercise arbitrary power.
Such legislation to certainly reach pro-
ducers guilty of practices inujrious to
national and international commerce,
should, in my judgment, take the form of
penalizing the transportation of the
goods produced by the guilty parties, and
the Federal courts should be given power
to restrain such transportation at the
suit of the government.

"It may be said that under the ‘act to
regulate commerce,’ a shipper may be
punished for receiving rebates or special
rates less than the lawful published
rates, and that it is unnecessary to pro-
vide additional legislation in this re-
spect or to curb trusts, monopolies and
combinations. This, however, is an
erroneous statement.”

Mr. Knox points out the Ineffectiveness
of the interstate commerce act in reach-
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rates and goes or. to say;

“The casus omni solus of the act to*
regulate commerce should be supplied by

imposing a penalty upon the incorpo-

rated carrier and beneficiary alike, and
the right of the courts to restrain such
practices at the suit of the United States
a right not settled and now vigorously
challenged, should be made certain.

‘lt shold be made unlawful to trans-
port traffic by carriers subject to the

act to regulate commerce at any rate

less than such carriers published rate,

and all who participate in the violation
of such law should be punished.

"An additional provisons should be
made to reach corporatons, eombnations
and associations which produce and man-
ufacture Molly within a State but whose
products or sales enter into interstote
commerce. It should relate, first, to
such concerns as fatten cyj reflates in

the transportation, and sell below the
general price of a commodity in particu-
lar localities, or otherwise in particular
localities wantonly seek t 4 destroy com-
petition. This eould be excluded by pre-
venting their commodities, products or
manufactures from crossing State lines.

“As the power of Congress over inter-
state commerce is plenary, excepting as
it may be limited by the Constitution it
is believed it may impose such a punish-
ment for the violation of the public
policy of the nation.

“A commission should be created to aid
in carrying out the provisions of the act
of July 2, IS9O, and any further legisla-
tion relating to commerce. It should be
ihe duty of such commission among other
* hings to make diligent investigation into
the conduct of all corporations, combina-
xions and concerns engaged in interstate

or foreign commerce.
"Such a commission should have au-

thority to inquire into the management

of the business of such corporations and
concerns, to keep itself informed as to
the manner and method in which the

same is conducted and to obtain from
such concerns full and complete informa-
tion necessary to enable the commission
to perform the duties and caiiry out the
objects for which it is created. As there

are no means now provided liy law for

compelling testimony, such a laM- must
provide that no person should be excused
from attending and testifying or from
producing books, papers, contracts, and
documents before such commission or the

courts-
"Of course, the general scheme of leg-

islation to correct trust abuses should
be developed with great care, for it is
not nearly sc oprtant to act quickly

as to act wisely. Primarily, the ques-
tion of the power of Congress to reach
what the Sherman act aims to have
missed, should be authoritatively de-
termined, and as upon that proposition
the whole structure of effective, regutive
legislation must rest, we should at once
take the first steps by a lav- aimed at
what wo know to be unreasonable prac-

tices directly irrespective of freedom of
commerce upon which tho future question
can be raised by a law conferring on the
government a general provisory power
as above outlined.

"Another step in legislation which I
earnestly recommend, and which if en-
acted, will greatly hasten a solution of
the problem, is that an act be passed as
soon as possible to speed the final de-
cision o? cases now pending and others
that may be raised under the Anti-Trust
Law'. I refer to an act to enable the
Attorney General to secure the original
hearing by a full bench of the Circuit
judges, where the case is pending and any
suit brought by the United States under
the Anti-Trust Law, which the Attorney

General certified to the court to involve
questions of great public importance and
appeal from their decision directly to the
Supreme court of the United States."

"It is not too much to say that with
these gaps closed the scheme of govern-
mental regulation will be complete, but
it is clear that without some similar leg-
islation it would continue to be inade-
quate. And such legislation will make a
long, first stride n advance."

THE RATr HEARING
Interstate Commerce Asso-

ciation Takes Testimony
in Charlotte To-day.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, D. C., Jan. 6.—Members

of the Inter-State Commerce Commis-

sion left tonight for Charlotte, N. C., to

take testimony tomorrow regarding the
complaint of the Charlotte Shippers As-
sociation of unjust discrimination of vari-
ous railroads against Charlotte.

The charges allege that the Southern,
Seaboard Air Line, Baltimore anq Ohio,
C. & 0., Norfolk and Western, Pennsyl-
vania, Clyde Steamship Company, Old
Dominion Steamship Company, Mer-
chants and Miners Transportation Com-
pany and the Baltimore Steam Packet
Company, impose rates from eastern
points to Charlotte that are unreasonable
as compared with such rates to Norfolk,
Richmond, Lynchburg, Danville and Wil-
mington; also that the rates to Charlotte
from Chicago. East St. Louis. Cincinnati,
Louisville, Nashville, Memphis and New

Orleans are unreasonable and unjust as
compared to the rates to Norfolk, Rich-
mond. Lynchburg, Danville and Wil-
mington.

Taft for Associate Justice.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. s.—ls existing plans
carry, some time next month, the Presi-
dent will send to the Senate the nomina-

tion of Governor Taft to be an Associate

Justice of the United States Supreme
Court to succeed Justice Shiras, who is
expected to retire during that mouth.
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PRICK FIVE CEN7B.

BOARDS _OF TRADE
Twelve Towns Represented in

the Association.

Its Purpose to Fight Discrinrnations in Railroad

Rates—J. W. Hanes of Winston Elected
President.

(Special to tlie News and Observer )

Greensboro, N. C., Jan- G.—The Asso-

ciated Boards of Trade of North Carolina

was formed here today by representa-

tives of the Board of Trade of twelve

North Carolina towns and cities who met

to launch a movement looking to the re-

moval of alleged discriminations in rail-

road freight rates. The associated boards
decided to work through an executive

committee, made up of two members

from eaeh commercial tjody in the State,

negotiations with the railroads to com-

mence as soon as this executive commit-

tee organizes.
J. W. Hanes, of Winston, was chosen

president of the Associated Boards; C. T.

Rawles, of Asheville, vice-president, and
__

J. S. Hunter, of Greensboro, secreta«T?"^^W
Representatives of the cotton mills of

the State attended the freight rate meet-

ing and endorsed the movement for relief

from conditions which, it is claimed, are
causing the business interests of the

State to suffer. The sentiment of the
meeting was not, however, hostile to the
railroads, though the interest was very /
zealous to find means to remove the dis-

criminations.

FOTJa OUT OF THE ELEVEN

The University Athletes Highly Complimented
by Mr Lambert.

(Special to the News and Observer.)

Chapel Hill, N. C-. Jan. 6.—Mr. Lam-
beth, Professor of Hygiene, in the Uni-

I versity of Virginia, and who is an ac-

i knowledged authority on Southern
| athletics, has given out for publication,

j I understand, the names of the football

v’ttn. in his opinion, are entitled

J to the distinguished honor of coat titrnv

j whr u known as the. Ah Southt a

l Pleven. In his report Mr. •} ... v

: the University f North .
"

c

j Tc..t of havit •ju” m u • n tr-.

titb ; ic l i . . tnetfen as f'd • w

Capt. Frank L. roust. »«it

Graves, quarter back; Cox, right, and
Holt, full back. The University foot-
ball team of 1902 in every sense measured
up to the high expectations of the student
body and the result of Mr. Lambeth’s
decision comes as no surprise.

SIXTY COTTON MILLMEN MEET

They Pledge the Mills to Foster Improved

Conditions for Labor.

(Special to the News and Observer )

Greensboro, N. C., Jan. 6.—Sixty cotton

mill men were in session here today. They
first entered and participated ife the
meeting of representatives of the Cham-
ber of Commerce to discuss freight rates.
Then they went into a session for them-
selves. The most notable outcome of

this meeting was the passage of resolu-
tions for presentation of some of the
State officers and the Legislature

pledging the mills to foster improved
conditions for labor in the textile mills

of the State. Committees were appointed

to carry out the purposses of the resolu-
tions. The col ton mill men also dis-

cussed factory' insurance. The sentiment

of the meeting seeming to favor an ap-

peal to the Legislature to remove the

restrictions on factory mutual companies
doing busines in this State.

Foes Strike Hands to F.ght Addicts.
i

i

(By the Associated Press.)

Dover, Del., Jan. s.—The triangular
fight over the election of two United

States Senators for Delaware began in

earnest tonight at the State Capital,
when the newly elected members of the

Legislature assembled to caucus for the
organization of the two branches.

The two Republican factions, after
many conferences, reached an agreement.,
the assemblymen giving the regulars an
ecpial share of the Legislative offices

and the first choice, which will be the
President pro tom of the Senate.

The Speaker of the House, next in
line will be an Addicks man.

The Democrats nominated officers and
appointed a. committee to arrange for co-
operation with the Republicans against
the Addicks men.

*

Devery Gives the Ti ;er a Ft in.

(By the Associated Press.)

New York, Jan. s.—The regular meet-
ing of the executive committee of Tam-
many Hall was interrupted tonight by

the service of an order granted by Judge

Gaynor, of the Supreme court,
ing th'“ committee from meeting

’ : 1 1. i: i g .. i.y ration and requirin(B«ij§?|’’
.-how «auro whv Wm. S.
not bo given a seat in the
a member from the Ninth district.
older is made returnable on TluirsdaffjH

People’s Bank Fail*.

(By the Assoeia )

Macon. Ga., Jan. 5.—A vsville spe-
cial to the Telegraph says that the Peo-
ple’s Bank of that city, successor to the
Barnesville Savings Bank, which failed

i in December, 1901, made an assignment
today to E. Rumble and A. A. Murphy.
Under the reorganization plan the new
hank was to take up certificates to tho

amount of SIB,OOO January Ist. This it
»failed td do.
‘ A

HOAR STRIKES AT
TBE GIABT TRUSTS

Powerful Speech in Support

of His Bill.

CRITICISM BY KLUTIZ

On the Passage of the General Staff Bill He

Declares the Field General is Better

Able to Command Than the

Strategy Board,

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. 6.—The day in the

Senate was eventful because of a notable

speech by Senator Hoar on his bill regu-

lating trusts and the attack by Senator

on Vest protected industries through the

operation of the Dingley law.

Senator Hoar’s utterances were listen-

ed to with marked attention. He said
that nearly all thoughtful men in this

country are agreed that some legislation,

State or National, ought to be had for

the regulation and control- of what are

called "trusts" and of large masses of

capital accumulated by corporations or
artifical persons holding property and
conducting busincs without individual
liability* There M-as, he said, a general
feeling of insecurity and alarm about the
matter and people Mere dealing with a
real peril and not with a fancied or

imaginary danger. He argued that if his
bill should become law and prove effec-
tive no corporation engaging in the com-
merce which is within the jurisdiction of
Congres can keep its condition a secret-
The hill, he said, depends for its
valdity on the constitutional power of
Congress to regulate internal and inter-

state commerce. Should the bill not
prove effectual, he contended that it
Mould be easy to extend Its operation
by imposing a personal liability on every

stockholder.
The Senator discussed the effect of the

control of vast wealth by individuals,

saying that in such a system there was
much to threaten Republican liberty.

Most of the vast fortunes of the present

day had been accumulated Mith thirty

years. "Is there anything to render it
unlikely," he asked, “as these vast for-
tunes have grown from SIOO,OOO to SIOO.-
000,000 in thiry years, that in the hands

of the next possessor in another thirty

or fifty years the hundred million may
became a hundred thousand million or
the thousand million a thousand thousand
million. But, great as were the pos-
sibilities of the accumulation of great

M-ealth by individuals, he did not find in

such accumulation the same peril that is
found in corporation control of such
wealth. This was true, he said, because

the naturally old man dies and his estate

is distributed under the law, while the
corporation lives for ever. “It never
goes through the probate court,’’ he said.

"Its internal transactions are kept se-
cret. It is not zealous for its own honor
or reputation, except so far as its honor

or reputation is essential to its getting
money. It has no soul and no conscience.
In general, the men who are most power-
ful in its management can, if they see
fit, avoid responsibility to public opin-
ion. They always expect to avoid per-

sonal liability for obligations-”

Speaking of corporations. Mr. Hoar

said no pow fer less than that of the en-
tire nation is capable of dealing with

them. The uestion was the most impor-
tant that had come up for a long time,

"for,” said he, "we arc to deal not only

with foreign commerce, but with that
compared with which the foreign com-
merce of the world is but a drop in the

bucket —the domestic commerce of the

United States."
"This commerce is,” he continued, "in

the hands of the great corporations and

it is properly in their hands.” Two im-
portant steps already had been taken in

the passage of the Interstate Commerce
Law and the Sherman Anti-Trust Law,
but while both measures had proved ef-

ficacious, they had fallen short of the

requirements. Discussing the accom-
plishments under the Sherman law, Mr.

Hoar said that the Attorney General
had gone far already under it to break
up a monopoly which affected the while
freight and passenger traffic of the
Northwest, another affecting the cotton

traffic of the South, and another the
prices of beef, a prime article of food.

He believed that Congress had the
power to go further on the lines indicated
by Attorney eGneral Knox in his Pitts-
burg speech, and the enactment of a law
on tho general lines of the bill, ho
thought would be only another step in
the direction of anti-trust law. His bill
he considered tentative and experimental
but it was safe and could be modified.

We should proceed safely step by step.

The measure, he said, is based entirely

on the theorv that Congress can impose

on a corporation created by it obligations

as it shall think fit and reasonable, as
a condition for its being permitted to
engage in commerce with foreign nations
and among the several States.

A PATHETIC PICTURE.
Senator Vest used as a text for his

remarks his resolution introduced yester-
day, inviting the Committee on Finance
to prepare and report a bill removing
the duty on coal. Feeble in the extreme
and supporting himself on his desk, he

• called attention to the condition of dis-
tress which had arisen as a result of the
shortage in the coal supply. There was

' a breathless silence in the chamber as
f he spoke, and every Senator on the floor

turned in his direction in order to catch

his words. He said that the question
Mas no longer a partisan one, but one of

humanity, and that Me are not on the

verge of a crisis, but actually in it. He

charged the Republican Senators Mith
being dumb to the state of affairs, having

only in mind the party cry "stand pat.

He characterized the Dingley Tariff act

as a “sacred elephant” Mith which noth-
ing Mas to be done. He sarcastically re-
marked that if the whole question Mas

one of raising money for the political

campaign it M-as not his decision.
He criticised the Dingley Tariff Law,

and said there wr as no more chance today,

in his judgment, to reduce a single duty

in the Dingley act than for him to carry

off the Capitol building on his shoulders.
A tariff Mhich is open, was "an independ-
ent mutuality agreement." A protected
industry, he said, was like_ a brood of

English sparrows—Mhen they give a cry

others dash to its rescue.
Mr. Aldrich (R. I.) took occasion to

deny certain statements by Mr. Vest, at-

tributed to Mr. Dingley to the effect that

the rates of the bill were made unneces-
sarily high in order that treaties might
be made.

Mr. Nelson asked M’here the provision
relating to the coal was inserted, and
Mr. Aldrich said in the Senate.

Mr. Vest then said the Congressional
Record showed that Mr. Allison offered
the provision; that it Mas debated at i
length and voted upon, the Republicans!
voting for it and the Democrats against |
it. He declared that the Republican
leaders had sat silent under the declara-
tion bf the Secretary of the Navy, that
the duty on coal had been "sneaked or
smuggled into the Dingley bill.”

Senator Clay today introduced a bill
to provide for the free importation of j
commodities controlled by the trusts.
The bill confers upon the President au-
thority to issue permission, suspending

the collection of all customs duties on
such articles brought from foreign coun-
tries. This provides, according to the
terms of the bill, to be exercised Mhen

ever the President shall become satisfied
that there is a combination intended to
create a monopoly by preventing full and
free competition in the importation,
manufacture, transportation or sale of!
any commodity or article of merchan- I
dise, of Mhich is intended to enhance the
price of such articles. The suspension j
proposed is to continue as long as the!
abnormal condition pYevails.

Mr. Taliferro (Florida) seer -ej the
adoption of a resolution c »iin.- he
Commissioner of Fish and Fish .
all information regarding hr
fisheries of foreign countrie wit:
to encouraging the industry in,
of Florida.

KLUTTZ FOK HIM IN THE FIELD

He Tells of the Feeling Foisting Toward the
Strategy Beard-

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. 6.—The House today
passed the bill for the creation of a gen-
eral staff for the army by a vote of 133
to 52. By the terms of the bill it becomes
the duty for the general staff to prepare
plans for the national defense and for
the mobiization of the army in time of
Mar, to investigate and report upon ail
questions affecting the efficiency of the
service and to render professional aid to
the Secretar yof War and to general of-
fices and other superior commanders 1
general staff corns is to consist of one
chief of staff and two general officers,
all to be detailed by the President from
offices of the army at large.

Below the grade of brigadier general,
four, colonels, six lieutenant colonels,
twelve majors, twenty captains to be de-
tailed from officers of the grades of cap-
tain or first lieutenant, who. while so
serving, shall have the rank, pay and
allowances of captains mounted. All offi-
cers in the general staff shall be detailed
therein for periods of four vears.

During the debate on the bill Mr. Kluttz
(N. C.l, criticised it. He believed that
a general in the field M-as better able to
command the army than a board of
strategy sitting around a table in Wash-
ington, He said that the strategy board
during the Spanish War M-as ridiculed and
that it was only after Dewey had cut the
cable that he had the free hand which
gave him an opportunity to win the great
victory in Manila Bay. Mr. Hay (Vt.).
also discussed the bill.

After ihc general staff bill had been
disposed of six members in succession,
Messrs. Cooper (Wis.), Lamb (Va.), Mor-
rell (Pa.), Burk (Pa.), Cassel (Pa.), and
Adams (Pa.), arose and denied the pub-
lished reports to the effect that they had
joined with other members to “pool"
their clerical wT ork. A number of bills
of a minor character were passed, tho
most important being one to increase
the pension of soldiers totally deaf from

S3O to M 0 per month.
The House today passed bills to au-

thorize the Wadley and Mt. Vernon Rail-
road Company to construct a bridge
across the Oconee river in Georgia; to
authorize the United States and West In-
dies Steamship Company to construct a
bridge across the Manitne river, Florida.

Fpidemlc of Mumps.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Gastonia, N. C., Jan. 6.—There has been
quits an epidemic of "mumps" in this
vicinity, and, while they were passing
round, your correspondent had the mis-
fortune to be stricken down for tw-o
weeks with something of the kind.

Greensboro, N. C., Jan. 6.—ln a lengthy
article which an expert on financial and

commercial affairs furnishes the after-
noon papers it is shown that during the
past year 75 now mercantile additions

have been made while only 36 names have

been withdrawn. It is estimated that the
net increase in capital is $273,000. This

j is not taking into account the big manu-

I facturing plants like the Whiteoak Mills,
' cigar factory, etc.


