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AN APPEAL FROM BAILEY
TO SUPPORT LONDON BILL

Two Measures Before the Legislature for Regulation

of Liquor Traffic.

WATTS AND LON DON BILLS'

Mr. Bailey, Chairman of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Anti-Saloon League, Supports

Latter Measure as Going Further in
Control of the Ev.l.

BY J. W. BAILEY.

Written for the News and Observer.

Two bills to regulate the sale and man-

ufacture of intoxicating liquors have been
introduced in the present General Assem-

bly. One by Mr. Watts in the House,

the other by Mr. London in the Senate.

It is important that the difference be-

tween these bills be thoroughly under-

stood.
The London bill provides for the ex-

clusion of liquor selling and liquor man-
ufacturing from the rural districts, as
does the Watts bill, but the London bill
goes this step further: It also excludes
the manufacture of liquor from towns of

less than one thousand inhabitants, and
the selling of liquor from towns of less
than five hundred inhabitants. There is
nothing in Mr. Watts’ bill to prevent a
distiller or saloon-keeper having his place

of business incorporated, or to prevent

them from setting up their establish-
ments in some of our smaller incorpor-
ated towns.

Again the Watts bill permits a man
to buy grapes, berries or fruit and man-
ufacture them into wine or cider. Ac-
cording to this, a distiller would not
have to move to the city, but only con-
fine his distilling to wine and cider.

This would lead to the establishment of

wine shops in places where there are
now saloons or distilleries, and it would
be very hard to keep them from develop-
ing their business against the intent of
the law. But the London bill forbids
a man from buying grapes, berries or
fruit in order to manufacture them Into
wine or cider for sale, and only permits
him to manufacture the grapes, berries
or fruit raised on his own land. It thus
recognizes individual rights, but strikes '
down the wine shops.

The Watts Bill makes no provision
whatever for dispensaries, while the Lon-
don bill makes it possible for incorpor-
ated towns of five hundred population or
more to establish dispensaries by local
option. The dispensary is the special
aversion of the saloon keeper. It is also, j
it seems to me, an almost necessary
step in the progress of our cities toward
prohibition.

I direct special attention to that part
of the London bill which provides for
dispensaries. For the first time it of-
fers the people of the State a plan under
which they may establish dispensaries
at will. Heretofore it has been neces-
sary for each town that wanted a dis-
pensary to make a fight in the Legisla- j
ture. This has taken much of the Leg- j
islature’s time and has been hard on the
towns. By adopting this feature of the
London bill, the Legislature will refer
this question to the people. > I am sure
there can be no objection to this.

Finally, the London bill reverses the
conditions of local ontion. The present
law gives local option with the shoe on
the saloon’s foot. That is with the pre-
sumption in the saloon's favor. The Lon-
don bill calls for local option with the
shoe on the foot of the moral forces.
That is, with the presumption against
the saloon. The present law assumes
that saloons are wanted and are recog-
nized either as good things or as ncces-

sary evils "wherever they have not been
voted out. The London bill would recog-
nize the saloon as an evil and presume
that the people do not want it until a
majority has expressly declared for it.

There is a great principle involved here.
If a fight must be made on this question,
it should be made by the saloons. If

there is to be a presumption on either
side, the presumption must be on the
moral side. The passage of this part of
the London bill will he a recognition by
the General Assembly of the moral forces
in* North Carolina. To fail to pass it

will be to recognize the saloon.
The London bill is reasonable. It is

just. It is timely. It is needed. It is
representative of the Temperance senti-
ment of North Carolina. It is endorsed
by a committee personally and officially

representing the Christian bodies in the

State.
It is reasonable. Where local option

is wise it provides for local option.

Where it is not wise, it does not provide
for it. The principle of local self-gov-

ernment is preserved. In the unpoliced
rural districts and in the smaller towns,
it calls for the suppression of the sa-
loon, at the same time making a wise
and reasonable concession to the indi-
vidual berry and grape grower.

It is just. It calls for local option
with the burden or proof on the advo-
cates of the saloon. Heretofore and now
we have local option with the burden of

proof on the side of temperance. This
would be just if there were question of
the evil of the saloon, if it were presum-
able that the saloon is a moral and bene-
ficial institution, or if it were presumable
that the majority of the people are im-
moral. But no one ventures such a pre-
sumption. On the other hand, the people

of North Carolina are moral people, and
they regard the saloon as an evil and a
curse—a source of crime and of shame
and of loss to the State. It is just,
therefore, to hold that saloons should no-
where exist save where the majority ex-
pressly calls for them.

But how comes it that saloons are now
in existence in North Carolina, if the
people are moral and recognize them as
a curse? It is a good question and w-orth
answering. The saloons exist because
the moral forces have never had a chance
at them. The white people in North
Carolina have had to stand together for
white supremacy, regardless of the sa-
loon question. But this is no longer so.
But have wr e not had local option for

years?" Yes, and It is another good
question, and worth answering. We have
had local option, and by this means and
by special legislation the saloon has

been suppressed in sixty counties. The
other counties, you will observe, are
counties in which the ignorant negro

vote is large. This explains the presence
of saloon: It rests upon ignorant negro

votes and vicious white votes. But now
the negro is eliminated.

The bill is. therefore, timely. The peo-

ple of North Carolina have wr aited for
this day w’hen they can raise a moral
issue freely and when a moral cause will
not be jeoparded by the large and igno-

rant negro vote.
The Amendment was offered to the

people of North Carolina not as a release
from party allegiance, but it was offer-
ed as a release from the necessity of

voting one ticket regardless of moral
issue. I think the power that raised up
a majority of 60,000 votes for the Amend-
ment was not hatred of the negro or fear
of the negro, but it was the longing of
the moral forces of North Carolina for
an opportunity to inject moral issues
into their party policies and into our
civil life. Now that the people have won

SENATOR J. E. WOODARD.

The Chairman cf the Senate Judiciary Committee That has Just Been
Announced.

their battle, they have right to make
this issue. Let the men upon whose

brows rest the laurels of the people s vic-
tory beware how they respond to the

people’s call for their rights. They have

chosen wisely to make their first issue

the issue against the saloon. They ask
for battle on fair and reasonable grounds.
They cannot be justly denied their peti-
tion. It is their share.

It is not enough to close the rural bars

and distilleries in a few counties, and
set up rural wine and cider shops in their
stead. It is ridiculous to pretend that
it is enough.

It is not enough to concentrate the sa-
loons in the cities and deprive the peo-

ple of the one practical opportunity of

solving the liquor question in cities, the
opportunity offered by the dispensary. To
do so were only to please the saloon men,
not the people of the cities.

It is only right to recognize the dom-

inance of the moral forces, to recognize

that the saloon is a curse, and to grant
the people the right to grapple fairly and
squarely with their ancient enemy.

The Amendment looked to this. This
is the hope that led thousands on.

TO PU3K THE YEAPON DRINK.

New Company to be Formed to Make This Bev-
erage ofEastern Carolina.

Washington, N. C., Jan. 10.—The latest
competitor that will enter the field of

drinks is a National Yeopon Company
and the material of which this new bev-
erage is made is a Carolina grown arti-
cle. Drinkers of the fad preparations
and total abstainers will be tempted by

the liquid made from the flat, brown
flake that only grows near the swamps
and salt marshes of East Carolina.

P. C. Squires, of Berlin, Md., was re-
cently in the Pasquotank section of this

State buying holly and mistletoe for the
Christmas season and in gathering them
he noticed the Yeopon plant and studied
its properties. Upon returning home he
explained the value of this unused Caro-
lina plant to several people, among them
being the members of the Dirriekson
Banking Syndicate and the latter firm
had enough faith in Sqfiires’ explanation
to make an offer to furnish capital for

tho now drink manufacturers. In con-
sequence of this at an early date the
new company will be incorporated under
the laws of North Carolina and Mary-

land and start the transforming of the
Carolina Yeopon into an attractive drink.

The Yeopon flake is a combination of
a dirty brown with a tinge of sea green
color and its taste is very pleasant, yet
having at the same time, according to
physicians, many medicinal properties.
The principal office of the company in

this State will be either at Washington

or Elizabeth City.

A VENERABLE DOCUMENT.

Commission Given by President Washington
to John Skinner Appointing Him U. 8.

Marshal

(Sampson Democrat.)

It was the original commission given
by George Washington to John Skinner,
Esq., late of Chowan county, N. C., ap -

pointing him U. S. Marshal of this State.
It runs as follows:

GEORGE WASHINGTON—
President of the United States of America,

To all who shall see these presents
Greeing:

Know ye, That reposing special trust
and confidence in the integrity, ability

and diligence of John Skinner, of North
Carolina, Esquire, I have nominated, and
by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, do appoint him marshall of

and for the North Carolina district; and
do authorize and empower him to execute
and fulfill the duties of that office ac
cording to law; and to have and to hold

the said office with all the powers,
privileges, and emoluments to the same
of right appertaining unto him, the said
John Skinner for the term of four years
from the day of the date hereof, unless

the President of the United States or
the time being, shall be pleased sooner
to revoke and determine this commission.

In testimony whereof I have caused

these letters to be made patent, and the
seal of the United States to be hereunto
affixed.

Given under my hand at the city of

New York the eighth day of June, in the

year of our Lord one thousand
hundred and ninety.

G. WASHINGTON.
By the President,

TH. JEFFERSON.

This is an exact copy of this historic
document, which is engrossed in a beau

tiful and perfectly legible Italian hand
on real parchment, is signed by President
Washington’s own unique and familiar
handwriting, and is also attested by the
original signature of Thomas Jefferson,

first secretary of State and third in the
Presidential succession.

The document shows marks of its age,
which are added proofs of its genuineness,
(if proofs were needed), in its somewhat
dingy hue, the slight wear at one corner,
and in another a reddish circle where the
seal of the United States in red sealing
wax had been affixed, which in course of
the hundred and twelve years since the
commission was given, has fallen off and
disappeared. There are also creases in
the parchment showing where it was orig-
inally folded for transmission through

the mail.

It has been carefully kept in the branch
of the Skinner family to which John
Skinner, the holder of the commission,
belonged, and would naturally be regarded
by his descendants as a kind of “Patent
of Nobility.” The present guardian of
it, esteems it a valuable relic, and him
self honored in its guardianship. It, has
for many years been framed and glazed,
and thus protected from dust and discol
oration.

That it has not been made public be-

fore is due to the fact that the family
have never been given to boasti-lng or
keeping themselves before the world.
John Skinner, after the expiration of his

term of office, retired to his plantation
of Montpelier, on the beautiful Albemaile
Sound, three miles from Edenton, the
county seat, and spent there the rest of
his life in a serene and honored age.
From generation to generation, his de-
scendants and connection have likewise
pursued the even tenor of their way, each
leaving its mark on its day, and content
to enjoy modestly the heritage of an un-
spotted and honoured name, which ht
had bequeathed them. Two of them, a
grandson and a great granddaughter
have for several years been residents of
Clinton, N. C. H. A. 3.

OIL FOUND NEAR REIPSVILIE.

Indications That it May Beccme an Oil Pro-
ducing Section.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Reidsville, Jan. 10.—Much interest has
been manifested by oil prospectors of
other communities in the oil problem in
this county. They have written for
samples of water from different wells in
the section and two of our citizens have
sent some from their wells for examina-
tion. Dr. C- A. Rominger stopped using
the water from his well last summer be-

cause he said there would always be a
skim of oil on the water after it had
been left over night. Another gentleman
who owns property in the same part of
the city has been forced to abandon the

use of his well because there was a for-
mation of oil on water left standing for

some time. People who live in the West
End have frequently noticed oil on the
sidewalks after a rain. It looked as if
oil might have been spilt there, but it
was seen so often and at such long in-
tervals and on so much ground that the
supposition is impossible. A gentleman
who was discussing the probability of
oil being found in this section, said that

there is no doubt coal all through the
Piedmont section and that coal and oil
are generally found together. Whether
there is oil in Reidsville remains to be
seen

Hon. A. J. Burton. our faithful rep-
resentative in the State Senate, has the
distinction of having introduced the first

bill in the Senate, the same being to in-
crease the number of commissioners in

this county from three to five-
The regular annual meeting of the

stock-holders of the Citizens’ Hank was
held yesterday. The books of the bank
showed the net profits for the year of
1902 to bo 21 per cent on the capital stock
of $50,000. The same officers and direc-

tors were re-elected with the exception
of Mr. William Lindsey, who has moved
to Arizona. Mr. Jonathan Robinson was
elected as director in Mr. Lindsey’s

‘ place. The past year was the most pros-
perous one in tho history of the bank.

EOCSEVELT ROASTED.

The Herald Says the President has Alienated
Southern Sympathy.

(New York Herald.)

“IfPresident Roosevelt wished to al-

leniate Southern sympathies, he has suc-

ceeded. Regretful surprise is a mild

term for the feeling aroused in the United
States by President Roosevelt s nomina-

tion of a colored man to the post of col-
lector of the port of Charleston. Even

the sincerest admirers of the President
cannot help regarding the appointment

as an ill-considered act, which will do

more harm than good to the very people
whom it is intended to benefit, namely,
the negroes.

The Herald does not hesitate to give
expression to this belief, as it has con-
sistently supported Mr. Roosevelt in his
previous administrative policy and has
upon more than on occasion recorded its
genuine respect for him, both as a man
and as the chief magistrate of the United
States. It is not exaggerating to say
that the Presidents’ public careqr hith-
erto has fully answered the expectations
of his friends, who are legion, while his
prudence, great common sense and po-

I litical sagacity have bitterly disappoint-
-led his adversaries. His impartial at-
titude toward the trusts has been in-

dorsed by the entire nation. His judi-

cious intervention in the coal strike
should earn a permanent place for his
name in the industrial history of the

United States, and his masterly handling
of the Venezuelan embroglio has shown

him to be a statesman of a rare stamp.

All this is freely admitted. What, then,

can have prompted him to make an ap-

pointment that is distasteful to the ma-
jor portion of the American people and
thus destroy, at one blow, the reputation

he has been so successfully building up?
What possible motive can have induced

him to alienate the respect, esteem, sym-

pathies and confidence in his ability of

tho entire white population of the South?
The Herald wishes it to be distinctly un-
derstood that Dr. Crum’s personality is

not called in question, in the very lease.

It may even he admitted that, under ideal
conditions, there would be no objection
made to the appointment of a negro to
any official position in the service of the
United States, but, perhaps unfortunate-

ly, practical considerations regulate gov-
ernment policy in America, as elsewhere,

and what may be desirable theoretically

is rarely compatible with what is prac-

tically possible. In making a lonfination
that is objectionable to a majority of

people affected by it, the President simp-
ly proves that he is unaware of this ele-
mentary principle of government. No
one will question his legal constitutional
right to appoint to public office any man
whom he thinks fitted to occupy it. *ut

has he a moral right to exercise his tow-

er of appointment in a manner that is
contrary to the wishes of a majority?

The answer to the question is nost
decidedly no; majority rules in the

United States- Congress is elected by

the majority. Laws are passed in the
legislature by the majority, and any . d-

ministrative measure that is übhorr nt

j to the majority of American citizens is
t a mischievous measure. It Is not un-
-4

THE DISPENSARY A LONG
STEP TOWARD TEMPERANCE

F. M. Edgerton Points Out the Advantages of the

System at Louisburg.

reasonable to argue that the President's !
proper course with regard to making ap-
pointments is indirectly indicated by >he

constitution of the United States. Each
State is virtually an independent part of
the body politic, possessed of the right
to make its own laws, to conduct i*s in-

dividual affairs as it thinks is best suit-
ed to prevailing conditions, and to lake
such measures for the protection of i's
special interests as may be consistent
with a due consideration for the interests
of other States.

The power of intervention vested in the
Federal government is clearly laid dowi,
and is permissible only under certain
stipulated circumstances and within cer-
tain carefully defined limits. It is conse-
quently a debatable, point whether the

chief magistrate is not tacitly bound

to consult local sentiment before deciding
upon a particular administrative step.

Now, the President cannot shut, his eyes
to ihe fact that the white population of

the Southern States has strongly de-
veloped very tenacious prejudices with
regard to the negro question. There is

no necessity to discuss the justice of
those prejudices- Their existence and
strength cannot be denied. When, there-
fore, the President takes an initiative
that is protested against by a majority

of people, he not only commits a grave

political blunder, but also exceeds his
moral authority. r

The possible consequences of such a step

as the nomination which has aroused a
storm of indignation in the South cannot

be considered without apprehension. It

would take very little cf this kind of

administration to light the flames of n
race war in which the principal sufferers
could only be the negroes. Public senti-
ment, in fact, is stronger than idealistic
theorizing, and is usually embittered and

made more obstinate by opposition. The
great colonizing powers of the world —

Rome, England. Holland—have all shown
that they realized this truth by concilat-

ing the peoples under their rule with a
respect for their customs, creeds and

even prejudices.
The attitude of Southerners toward the

colored race, whether it be due to cus-
tom, creed or prejudice, is a very un-

compromising one, and the situation is

one that calls for great circumspection in

its treatment. Every friend of Presi-

dent Roosevelt, therefore, must deplore
his ill-advised attempt to row against
such a tremendous current of public

opinion, that is to set his personal views,

be they never so respectable, against
these of a vast majority of his fellow

citizens.

Piofits of Monroe Dispensary.

(Monroe Journal.)

When the dispensary closed its its doors

Wednesday night and went out of exist-

ence there were liquors to the value of

$448.19 on hand, which were stored, and

will probably be disposed of by legisla-
tive enactments. During the year 1902
profits were distributed as follows: Chain

gang $1,556.39; city of Monroe, $1,556.39;
graded school, $1,556.39; county school

fund, $1,556.39.

The Sheriff Overpowered,

(Troy Examiner.)

After arresting Tom Lucas at a gather-
ing of some kind in the upper part of

this county a few days ago, Deputy Sher-

iff U. B. Jordan was overpowered by a
crowd of men and his prisoner taken from
him. While the deputy sheriff was con-
sidering a bond for Lucas a erfowd of his
friends gathered around him and putting
him in a wagon, drove away, threatening
the life of the deputy.

DECREASE IN DRiNKING

A Higher Mcral Tone the Ou growth cf i's Es-
tablishment — T he Time is Not Yet

f ipe for Total Prohi-
bition,

BY’ F. N. EGERTON.

Written for the News and Observer.

Louisburg, C., Jan. 10.—I have been

frequently asked about the workings of

the Louisburg dispensary, and I suppose

the Legislature will pass some general

law in regard to the liquor business and

for those who may be interested in the
matter, I will say that the dispensary,

especially for tobacco towns, is the so-
lution of the liquor business. We tried

prohibition and found that it was too

far in advance of the times. No matter
how good a law is it becomes a dead

letter when its violation is winked at
as much as prohibition was with us.

In my opinion the cause of temperance

was put back twenty years at the time
we made total prohibition a State issue.

The old soaks are going to have their
bottle any way. And it is the young
men that we want to keep from learning

to drink. There is nqt the fascination
and sociability of drinking out of a bot-
tle that there is in the rattle of the
ice and the glass. We have had a dis-
pensary now for four years, and those
who, in the beginning, were its bitterest
enemies, are now amongst its best
friends. The dispensary sells a great

deal of liquor, and the revenue from it

is considerably more than we received
from the seven bar rooms. But there is
not near as much drinking, nor near as
many cases before the mayor, and there
is better order in town with half the
number of police that we had with the
bar rooms. When we had the bar rooms
a great many would come to town an,l

meet old friends and go to the bar ml
take a drink, and treat each other, and

the first thing they knew they would bo
drunk, when they did not intend to do

so when they came to town. The dis-
pensary takes away the temptation, and

the closing of the dispensary at sunset

dees away with the night drinking that
led so many young men off.

There is no question, but morally tho

dispensary is better than the open bar

room. A preacher said to me, in speak-
ing of the dispensary. ‘“You still have a
lyon in your town.” And I said: “Yes,

that is true, but it is better to have one
caged lion than to have seven loose in
the streets.”

And as to its effects on business, the

business of Louisburg has improved every

year since we had the dispensary, and

a good many who spent their money

with the bar rooms, now carry it home

to their family and pay their debts bet-
ter than they used to, and a good many,

white and black, have bought and paid

for homes that I do not believe would
have done so had the bar rooms re-
mained with us. And there is not near
as much drinking amongst the negroes,

and I believe we have the best behaved
negroes in and around Louisburg than

there is in the State. You never hear
of drunken and impudent negroes push-
ing ladies off the side walks here. They

are polite and well behaved, and thero
is a good feeling between the races. I

believe it is largely due to our not hav-
ing the bar rooms.

I would like to say to all who are in

doubt about it, cither morally, or as
to how it will affect business, try it

(Continued on Page 11.)

HON. THEO. F. DAVIDSON.

Ex-Attorney General—Leader of tb*v Dem ocratic Western Contingent In »be
\ Ho use.


