
Bill Arp's Letter,!
Married and gone. It Is the same old

story. Love and courtship. Then comes
the engagement ring and a blessed in-

terval of fond hopes and happy dreams,

and then the happy day is fixed—the

auspicious day that is never to be for-
gotten —a day that brings happiness or
misery and begins a new life. Then
comes the license, the permit of the law
which says you may marry, you may en-
ter into bonds. The state approves it and
the law allows it, and it will cost you

only a dollar and a quarter. Gheap, isn't

it? And yet it may be very dear. Then
comes the minister, and the happy pair
stand up before him and make some sol-
emn vows and listen to a prayer and a
benediction, and they are one. In a
moment the trusting maid has lost her
name and her free will, and is tied fast
to a man. Well, he is tied fast, too, so it
is all right all round. I reckon, but some-
how I always feel more concern about

the woman than the man. She is a help-
less sort of a creature and takes the most
risk, for she risks her all.

I was ruminating over this, for there
was a marriage going on at our good

friend Sam Jones’ house, and their pretty
daughter, Laura, was changing her name
and her home on this the last day of the
year and going off to live with a man she
hasn’t known very long; but I have

diagnosed him from his face and features
and am satisfied with her choice. He is a
big-hearted gentleman, or else the signs

fail. I wanted to be present and give

them any blessing, but was not well
enough to go—l've got the elephantiosis
from my toes to my knees, and can hard-
ly meander across the room, but I am al-
ways interested in the marriages of our
young people. It is the most serious busi- j
ness in this life, and if the peril of it I
was known beforehand many of the young

reople would hesitate to make the i
change. The chains of matrimony andj
the bonds of marriage are the right
words. When men make a partnership
they can't get along well if they are!
unlike in disposition, or in moral princi-
ple or in business ways, but they can dis- j
solve and separate at pleasure and try !

another man. A man and his wife ought i
to be alike in almost everything. In
somethings folks like their opposites—-

their counterparts. A man with blue
eyes goes distracted over a pretty girl
with hazel eyes—l did, and I’m distracted
yet when I look into them, though I’ve

been doing that for fifty-four years. But
in mental and emotional qualities and in

tastes and habits and politics and religion
they should class together.

I never made any mistake about my
choice of a partner for the dance of a
life, but I’ve thought of it a thousand
times that if Mrs. Arp had known I
loved codfish and got up by daybreak
every morning, she never would have
had me. It was nip and tuck to get

her, anyhow, and that would have been
the feather to break the camel's back.
Well, I’m mortal glad she didn’t know
it, though I am free to say that if I had

known she slept until the second ringing

of the first bell for breakfast and was
fond of raw oysters, it would have had
a dampening effect upon my ardor for a
few minutes, only a few. But I have
seen some mighty clever people eat oys-
ters raw and sleep.late in the morning.
But stih a man and his wife can harmon-
ize and compromise a good many of these
things, and it is a beautiful illustration
of this to see Mrs. Arp cooking codfish
for me and fixing it all up so nice with
eggs and cream, and it is a touching

evidence of my undying devotion to her
to see nie wandering about the house
lonely and forlorn every morning for an
hour or two, and forbidding even the cat
to walk heavily while she sleeps. That

codfish business comes to me honestly

i i!rom my father's side, and my mother

I put up with it like a good, considerate
! wife, and we children grew up with an
| idea that it was good. I’ve heard of a

i young couple who got married and went
j off to Augusta on a tour, and the feller
j stuck his fork into a codfish ball and

took a bite. He choked it down like a
hero, and when his beloved asked him

what was the matter, implied: “Don’t
say anything about it, Mandy. but as
sure as you are born there is something

dead in the bread.”
Well, we can make compromises about

all such things as habits and tastes, but

there are some things that won’t com-
promise worth a cent. If a girl has been
brought up to have a good deal of free-
dom, and thinks it no harm to go waltz-
ing around with every gay Lothario who

loves to dance, and aftei* she gets
a feller of her own, wants to keep at it
and have polluted arms around her waist,
she had just as well sing farewell to

conjugal love and domestic peace, sot
is against the order of nature for a 1

loving husband to stand it, and he j
oughtn't.

And now another busy year has gone— i
gono like the water that has passed over]
the dam—gone never to return. It ha* |
carried many friends along with it and
left sad memories in the household, but
on the whole it has been a good year to
us all and Providence has been kind.

Now is the time to look back and re-
view the past, as did old Janus, for whom
January was named. He was the porter,
the gate keeper, of heaven, and had two
faces—one to look back and the other
forward into the mysterious future
Numa Pompilius gave him his name and
his high office, for he was next in power
ot Jupiter. He added two months to the j
calendar and called one January for
Janus and the other February for the
mother of Mars. Until then there were
but eight months of forty-six days each.
Numa added two more, which gave them
thirty-six days each, and January was
the fourth month and remained so for
more than two thousand years. April
was the first month until two
hundred y<'ars ago- Why it was
changed I cannot understand, for April
is much more like the beginning of a now
year than January. April comes from
aperio, to open—the time when the earth
opens and the grass comes up and the
flowers bloom and the birds sing. But
the names of almost everything seem to
conform to that old mythology, and we
can’t get rid of it. My great-grand-
father lived and died under that old cal-
endar when April was the first month
of the year. Julius Caesar and Augustus
Caesar stuck in two more months and
made the year of twelve months of thir-
ty days each, but April remained the first
month and ought to be now*.

But whether Christmas be in December
or in April, we love the old superstitions {
that chase around this season of joy and
gladness. I always thought it a pretty
idea of a man to be weighed every Christ-
mas or New Year—to put his acts and
deeds in the balances, the good on one
side and the bad on the other, and and
let him rise to heaven or fall below it
as the scales might turn. This is not
an orthodox doctrine, for it is said that

one bad deed will outweigh a thousand
good cnes. Nevertheless, Belschazzar
was weighed, and the scriptures abound
in such figures of speech. It will take
miracles of grace to save us, anyhow',
and we must all help one another, for the
devil is doing his best. David committed
murder; Solomon worshiped idols; Cain
killed his brother; Jacob cheated Esau
out of his birthright; Noah got drunk,
and Peter denied his Master, but they all
repented and got forgiveness; and if there
is any difference between folks now and
then, I don’t know it. Then let us all
love our Maker and be good to our fel-
low-mcn. B!LL ARP.
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to women i.i a term of much i \ \

anxiety,serious thought and I ***
sweet anticipation. Pi.inandftA ftidread, love aftd joy, come \

With the cessation of pain
necessary to childbirth there
comes calm nerves, sleep,
recuperation,

MOTHER’S
FRIEND

diminishes the pain accompanying matern-
ity. With its aid mothers can bring heal thy
babies, sweet dispositioned babies and ideal
babies into the world. Take away the pain
of childbirth and you have bliss and eestacy.

Morning sickness, sore breastß and excru-
ciating pains caused by the gradually ex-
panding organs, are relieved by chia re-
markable soothing balm.

Among the manifold aids to childbirth
IWother’a Friend has grown inpopular-
ityand gained a prestige among rich women
as well as poor ; it is found and welcomed
in the rransior ns well as the cabin.

Children, strong intellectually and physic-
ally is a duty every pregnant woman owes
society.

By lessening the mother’s agony of mind
ana diminishing pain a beautiful influence is
wrought upon the child, and instead of peev-
ish, ill-temperod and sickly forms you have
laughing humanity that remains a blessing
ever after to vou and its country.

Try a $1 bottle. Druggists everywhere
sell Mother’s Friend.
Write t>» for our froa book “Motherhood.”

THE BRADFIELD REGULATOR CO.,
Atlanta, Ga ¦
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SCURE
YOURSELF I

Use Big® for unnatural
discharges,inilanunatior.s,
irritations or ulcerations
of mu cons membranes.

Painless, end not astnn*
,

gent or poisonous.

Sold by Druggists,
or sent in plain wrapper,
by express, prepaid, for
SI .00, or 3 bottles, t-.’ifi.
Circulai rent on i ,„aeeL
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The long-headed man’s (shoe cq

S3-50 Shoe. i

CABLE,
CONOVER,

AND

KINGSBURY
PIANOS

are instruments of world re-
nowned reputation Sold direct
by the makers. Payments
made to suit the purchaser.
Catalogues furnished free on
application.

THE CABLE CO.,
Richmond, Va.

COAL,
WOOD,

FEED.

i Now on Hand and on Roads :

2,000 BUSHELS PRIME CORN.

I, EUSHEI.S PRIME OATS.

400 BUSHELS CORN, OAT AND

WHEAT CHOPS.

TW& CARLOADS CHOICE WESTERN

TIMOTHY HAY.

J. TONS BEST DOMESTIC COALS.

1,000 CORDS SEAONED PINE AND

JAK WOOD, AT VERY CLOSE CASH
PRICES BY

TONES &EO WELL
Raleigh, N. C.

'PHONES <1 AND 7L

sweet memories of the
past and delightful anticipations
of tho future.
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£ § This is to commend to your favorable consideration an enterprise in which i |
: § it
| j we feel a great interest, and which we believe is destined to become one of the j |

| p South’s most important financial institutions. We refer to THE NORTH CAR- I
• I OLINA HOME INSURANCE COMPANY, of Raleigh, N. C., which offers pro- 1 f
£ | tection against loss by fire. i |
X | You can readily appreciate the advantage of keeping in the State a large I S
•i | •

Ii percentage of the premiums annually sent to other sections for fire insurance, i |

I <, Os course, a part of the money sent away for this purpose comes back in the form p f
| | of losses, commissions to agents, etc, but it is certainly true that there is always | |
• i a HANDSOME BALANCE invested in the company’s home State, and for this 1 f
#* i •

• | reason it will help to build up North Carolina ifyou willpatronize THE NORTH | j
®v p &

• I CAROLINA HOME, whose investments are largely in ths State. It was organ- i 5

| i ized in 1868— and has, therefore, been successful IN BUSINESS FOR MORE | 5
! I THAN THIRTY-FOUR YEARS. I
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nusic AND MACHINES

‘ '

We ship goods all
over the U nited States
on Credit, for a small
cash payment, We
prepay freight. Ship
your goods direct
from Factories, All
Goods Guaranteed.

ijSfß

—

Organs, $35 00 to SSOO. 5 Drawer, Drop Head, $15.00 delivered;
10 year guarantee. (

PIANOS.
We sell several makes. Prices from $160.00 to SI,OOO.
Send us your orders. Write for Catalogues and full particulars.

I.OUISBURG MERCANTILE CO,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. LOUISBURG. N. C-

ESTABLISHED :86?,

FERTILIZERS!!
ALLISON & ADDISON

.YIANUFACTURRrtS,

RICHMOND, - • - VIRGINIA.
Offer the following brands lor tne Cotton, Corn and
Tobacco Crops:

sun U rind Special Tobacco Manure
' “McGavock” Special Potash Mixture,

Anchor Brand Tobacco Fertilizer,
Acid Phosphate,

B. § P. POTASH MIXTURE.
OA T i. N T I

Whatever may be the merits of other fertilizers, no om
can wrong in using these, which are so well made, art
fully guaranteed, ana hive been so hnj and S 3 thorcttfuh
te« ted

SYDNOR & HUNDLEY.

vse Headquarters for Bridal Suits. **

A happy and prosperous New Year to our many patrons in North Carolina.
With a line of goods second to none in t lie South, we trust our trade with you,
will steadily increase in the future, the past year being far ahead of our
fondest hopes.

SYDNOR & HUNDLEY,
Richmond, Va.
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