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Leads all Month Carolina Dailies in Mews and Circulation
high. The room itself has an inclined!
floor Yvith seats for spectators, about 300

of whom can be seated. There is a

standing room capacity of 200 more.

Though the streets wore well sprink-
eled with visitors, the crowd was some-
what reduced because it is said that a
number of persons have left the county

temporarily to keep from serving on the

jury. There are others who say they

would like to serve just to be able to

hear the case.
From what I have heard today it looks

like the sentiment is against the pris-

oner, but is less strong in this, Perqui-

mans county, than in Pasquotank, where
Wilcox was convicted last March. If

the people entertain the same feelings

they are, as a rule, careful about ex-

pressing themselves.
Another factor which may enter into

the trial here, is the number of Quakers
in Perquimans county. Since many

Quakers are regarded as opposed to

capital punishment, it is rumored that
if they get on the jury that fact would

be in Wilcox’s favor.

The prisoner himself passes his time

for the most part reading novels and

smoking cigarettes. Sunday he borrowed
a knife from Deputy Williams and open-

ed a bottle of whiskey, of which he

drank. Sunday also Mr. Matt White, the

sporting horseman and prominent citizen,

sent Wilcox a fine dinner. Mr. D. Raper,

a well known citizen, went into the cell

and had a long conversation with the

prisoner.
There was disappointment in the af-

ternoon when the midday train from the
north came and did not bring Judge
Council. Lowyers Ward and Turner for

the prosecution, and Lawyer Aydlett, for

the defense, came from Elizabeth City,

and awyer SaYvyer arrived from the same

place on the night train. The defense’s
lawer, Bond, ‘ came from Edenton.

Messrs. Leary and McMullen are not in

the case now.
According to the attornies’ opinions,

the trial will even last longer than at the
first hearing. Asked why this was

looked for, and one of them said the de-
fense would contest the case harder

than before, if possible, and that the

defense’s testimony would be introduced.
Maybe Wilcox will go on the witness
stand.

The prosecuting counsel do not place

much confidence in the report of evidence
to be brought out on their side. They
say they know nothing of Norris get-

ting into the case, but may introduce
Mrs. ale Parker, who, at the first trial,
was too ill to appear. It is said that
she may be use<’ o declare that her
husband did cot 4T the same story on

the stand at Elizabeth City that he told
her on the night of Nell Cropsey’s dis-
appearance. The report is that Calc
Parker told her ho saw two persons who
resembled Jim and Nell in front of the
Cropsey house, and that the man seem-
ed to be dragging the woman.

The Cropsey’s will arrive here Tuesday
morning. Some of the Wilcoxs came
Saturday. The toYvn is fast filling and
available hotel room is scarce.

FLAMES IN HEART BE
NfWJERN,

Over Thirty Five Thousand
Dollars Worth of Prop-

erty is Destroyed.
(Specal to NeYVs and Observer.)

Now Born. N. C., Jan. 12.—Fire broke
out tonight in the centre of New Bern's

business section, in the protograph gal-

lery of E. Gerrick. The gallery was sit-
uated on the upper floor at the corner or
Pollock and Middle streets.

The fire immediately spread to the
offices of the Virginia Life Insurance
Company, the general fire insurance of-
fices, Bartling's barber shop, Baxter’s
jewelry store and C. D. Bradham's drug

store. The latter place was considered
one of the handsomest in the State and
the damage alone to the store and fix-
tures will reach *25,000. The damage

Incurred by the others will reach in the
neighborhood of SIO,OOO. This will make
a total loss of J35.000.

The night was cold and all the fire en-
gines in the city were called into ser-
vice.

The Farmers’ and Merchants’ Bank
building and Simmons and Hollowell's
dry goods store were also threatened
and were saved by the untiring efforts of

the firemen.
The fire Yvas caused by a defective

flue.
At 9:45 the fire Yvas under control, with

damage as above.

Dr. Hubbard Called.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Shelby, N. C., Jan. 12.—The Shelby

Baptist church last night called Rev. YV.

D. Hubbard, formerly pastor of the Tab-

ernacle Baptist church, of Raleigh. It is

understood he will accept.

It will be remembered that Dr. Hub-

hard resigned and at his earnest solici-
tation his resignation was accepted as

pastor of the Tabernacle church last Fri-

day night.
He is out of town and could not be

been by a News and Observer man last
night to verify the above report.

Snowing Every Day in Watauga

(Watauga Democrat.)

There has been more or less snow fall:
nearly every day for the past week, and

at this writing the earth is wrapped in

a mantle of white to the depth of sev-
eral inches and the “beautiful con-

tinues to fall.

WHO WILL II BE ?

THE QUESTIOH STILL
Condition Practically Un-

changed After it Ballots.

CANDIDATES CONFIDENT

Hokes Name Has Been Withdrawn —Highest

Vote Last Night Was 53—Caucus
Will Meet Again Tomorrow

Night,

“How do they take the result of the

ballots?” is the question Which is thought

of. if not asked, of each of the Sena-

torial candidates.
All of them talked last night after the

caucus, and here is what each said:

GENERAL. JULIAN S. CARR: “Iam

very much encouraged, and think that

the increase in the vote for me shows I

have reason for this. I am in Jhe contest

to the finish.”
HON. LOCKE CRAIG: “I am in to

the end of the fight, and I feel gratified
at the steady line kept by my supporters.

The last ballot, with an apparent de-

crease. was simply so because some of

the gentlemen voting for me had left

the hall for a moment. My supporters

have all assured me of their determined

support and I feel as confident as at any

time in the contest.”
HON. C. B. WATSON: “It is the opin-

ion of the Forsyth delegation that we
will win the fight. I agree with the
delegation.”

HON. S. B. ALEXANDER: “The Alex-

ander Division iff'intact.”
HON. LEE S. OVERMAN: “I am still

loading and expect to win. The ballots
show that all I need Is to be patient and
that I will win out. My friends are loyal

and the effort to break my ranks has
boon futile.”

At precisely eight o’clock last night.

Chairman Morton called the caucus to

order. The galleries were crowded with
ladies and gentlemen—a jam. Every neat
o nthe floor was occupied, and the tense-

ness of the feeling could be seen on every
face. One hundred and thirty-eight mem-
bers answered their names. In the ab-

sence of one of the tellers, Mr. Whitaker,
of uilford, the chair appointed Mr. Par-
ker, of Wayne', to act as tellers. The
balloting begun at once and hum of con-
versation ran over the hall as the mem-
bers stepped up to put their ballots in
the big basket, placed on the left of the
Speaker's stand. There was some little
crowding and opportunity was given for
casual eonvensation, which was good-
natured and pleasant, among the members
as they deposited thmr ballots. As the
tellers called out Lx* votes and it was
found that all the candidates except
Hoke were receiving votes in somewhat
the same proportion as on Friday night,
it was evident that the two days’ cau-
cussing and electioneering had oCcom-
plished little, if anything, toward naming
a Senator.

The first ballot last night (really the
fourth ballot) resulted as follows (it was
exactly X:3O when it was announced):
Overman 49
Watson 34
f'raig 30
Carr 19
Aleandcr g

Total 140
There was no demonstration from any

source when the result was announced.
It showed every member of the Legisla-
ture voting except six. Upon this bal-
lot, Overman lost one from the last vote
on Friday night; Watson lost four; Craig
gained two, and Alexander held the same
vote he had received on every ballot- Mr.
Hoke’s vote was divided—Craig getting
three of them. The other changes could
not be located. Upon that ballot seventy-

one votes would have nominated.
The second ballot was at once called.

It was exactly 8:40 o’clock when the re-
sult of the fifth ballot was announced.
It stood:
Overman 40
Watson 35
Craig 20
Carr 20

Alexander • . 8
The roll egan at 8:50 and the result was

announced:
Overman 50

Watson 39
Craig 31
Carr IS
Alexander 7

This allot (the sixth) showed that
Overman gained one: Watson gained
four; Craig gained one; Carr lost two;
Alexander lost one.

At nine o'clock (the stentorian voice
ot Walter Murphy egan to call the roll
on the seventh ballot. The result at 9:18
was announced:
Overman 51
Watson 42 1

Carr
Alexander 7

On that ballot Overman galne one;
\1 atson gained three: Craig had the same
vote: Carr lost four, and Alexander's
vote was the same. At that ballot. Sena-
tor \\ ebb, of Buncombe, leading the
? raig forces, said to the reporters:

“Have you noticed that on every one of
the seven ballots, the name of Craig is
tailed first? It is a good omen for the
man from F.uneombe.” It was 9:30 when !
the eighth ballot was announced. It
stood: :

Overman 53 ‘

Watson 69

Craig ??
Carr 16

Alexander s

On that ballot Overman gained two;

Watson lost four: Craig lost two; Carr

gained two: Alexander gained one. This
encouraged the Overman men but no de-
monstration followed the gain.

The ninth ballot was announced as

follows:
Overman % 50

Watson - 39
Craig .

30

Carr 16
Alexander 10

On that ballot Overman lost two; Wat-
son gained one; Craig gained one; Carr

gained two; Alexander gained two.
The tenth ballot was announced at ten

o’clock:
Overman 50
Watson 42
Craig 2S
Carr 15
Alexander 9

Overman held his own; Watson gained
three; Craig lost two; Carr lost one;
Alexander gained one.

The eleventh ballot was announced:
Overman 53

Watson 39
Craig 26
Carr 16
Alexander 8

At this juncture Senator Brown moved
to adjourn the caucus until Tuesday
night at 8 o'clock. Upon suggestion,
Mr. Brown changed his motion until
Wednesday night because the Grand
Lodge of Masons meets on Tuesday night.

The vote fas taken vive voce, and then

the count was made and the body refused
to adjourn by a vote of 64 to 62. Then

Col. W. H. Lucas moved to adjourn

until Tuesday night at 8 o'clock. Division

was called for. The motion to adjourn
prevailed by S 4 to 41.

AGAIISHHECITV OF
GREENSBORO,

Supreme Court Decides for
Caldwell. Case Remanded

to State Court.
(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. 12.—1 n the United
States Supreme Court today an opinion

was delivered by Justice Shiras in the
case of Caldwell vs. the State of North
Carolina and the City of Greensboro.
The case involved the validity of an
ordinance of the city requiring the tak-
ing out of a license for the sale of pic-
tures and picture frames. Caldwell, who
represented the Chicago Portrait Com-
pany, resisted the payment of the license
on the ground that the ordinance is in
conflict with the provisions of the Fed-
eral Constitution relating to inter-state
commerce.

The North Carolina trial courts sus-
tained the validity of the ordinanc and
the Supreme Court of the State sustained
them. The opinion handed down today
reverses this verdict and the case was
remanded to the State Supreme Court.
Commenting upon the case Justice Shiras
said:

“Transactions between manufacturing
companies in one State, through agents
with citizens of another, constitute a
large part of inter-state commerce; and
for us to hold with the court below that
the same articles, if sent by rail directly
to the purchaser, are free from State
taxation, but if sent to an agent to de-
liver are taxable through a license tax
upon the agent, would evidently take a
considerable portion of such traffic out
of the salutary protection of the inter-
state commerce clause of the Constitu-
tion.”

THE MftSONSTQNIGHT
Grand Lodge Expects a Big

Meeting Here. Arriving
by Every 1 rain.

The Grand Lodge of Masons of North
taio'.ina will meet in Raleigh tonight.
Grand Master H. I. Clark, of Scotland
Neck, will preside.

One of the largest meetings in the his-tory o, the lodge is expected.
Formal steps will be taken in regard to

the building of the Masonic Tenmlo at
this meeting.

Among the reports which will be sub-
mitted will be the report the Oxford
Orphan Asylum and a report on requests
for help from the Grand Lodge. This
report, it is learned, will say that the
lodges throughout the State are in a pros-
perous condition. This is evidenced by
the fact that only one "begging circu-
lar" ha 3 been granted by the Grand
Lodge. The individual lodges have all
been able to take care of their own
cases of charity. The report will ac-
count for this fact by referring to the
general prosperity of the people of North
Carolina.

Officers for the ensuing year will bo
elected.

The Marconi Wireless Telegraph Com-
pany of Canada has given notice of an
application to Parliament for an act of

incorporation to transact and do busi-

ness all over British North America,

Britrh Isles, Europe, and on the At-
lantic and Pacific oceans and on the
islands and places near the same. Pow-
ers also are asked for leasing or pur-
chasing existing telegraph, telephone or
cable companies.

LUTE TRAIN DELSTS
THE WILCOX TRIAL

Judge Council Misses Con-
nection at Norfolk.

COURT WILL OPEN TODAY

It is Admitted That the Defence Will Introduce

Evidence in Tnis Trial and it is Pos-
sible That Wilcox Himsilf

May Testify,

(Special to News and Observer.)

Hertford, N. C., Jan. 12. —Because Judge

Council missed train connection in Nor-

folk this afternoon, the Wilcox trial did

not begin at the hour appointed, and

about 3 o’clock in the afternoon the

court crier declared there would be no

trial today.

The judge will open his court at 9:30
o’clock tomorrow morning. Only twen-

ty-four talesmen were summoned for this

special term of court, according to cus-

tom, but it is thought at least 200 per-
sons will be examined before a com-
petent jury is gotten.

That the defense will introduce evi-

dence Hme vves acknowledged this
afternoon by one in a position to know,

and the same authority said it Yvas pos-
sible the prisoner himself would go on
the witness stand, though that Yvould
positively be decided later.

”1 believe Jim Wilcox Y\as responsi-
ble for my daughter’s death, but I could

serve on the jury if need be and serve
impartially, and if the evidence did not
justify a conviction I would acquit him.”
So said Justice W. H. ropsey, of Eliza-
beth City, father of Miss Nell Cropsey,

Judge Cropsey talked feelingly of the

ease and its results, and how he had
passed many a sleepless night because
of it. But, he said, he tried to be fair

all along, and .still cherished a friendly
toward the family of the prisoner for
whose actions they should not be blamed.

“If I said the word,” he continued, re-
ferring to the day when Nell's body

was found,” it would all have been over
then, but I preferred that the law should
take it course.”

Referring to the report that the
Quaker’s influence in Perquimans county,
their recognized opposition, to capital

punishment. Judge Cropsey did not. think
that the result would be potential. He
said a good Quaker would not serve on
the jury this time; that he would not
qualify if inherently opposed to hanging.

Though he expressed no bitterness to-

wards former Sheriff Wilcox, Jim’s father.
Judge Cropsey said they were not now on
speaking terms. He declared on one oc-
casion when Sheriff Wilcox asked
whether he believed in Jim’s guilt, the

answer caused Mr. Wilcox to shed tears.

Mr. Cropsey thought that public feel-
ing was unchanged, and said ho did not

see how the jury could bring in any
other verdict than the first.

Mr. T. P. Wilcox, too, when seen,
talked in friendly terms about Mr. Crop-

sey, but did not consider that it was his
fault that they were not on speaking
terms. He thinks Mr. Cropsey’s actions
in .some particulars, have been caused
by the influence of friends. He says Jim
is comfortably situated and that Sheriff

Winslow will care for his comfort as far

as possible. Sheriff Winslow remarked

this afternoon in Mr. Wilcox’s presence
that Jim resembles his father very much,
and the latter agreed. In pursuance of
repeated requests, Sheriff . Winslow,
Sunday afternoon saw Jim, and said
some reporters would like to see him
so that they could toll their papers

about it. Jim said it did not matter
about seeing him, for they could say

just as many things about him without
coming near the jail. It was remarked
tonight that Wilcox, because of the one
day postponement, would have his trial

begin on the unlucky 13th.
Concerning the two alleged new wit-

nesses a person interested in the case,

said that Norris, who is a BalfTmore
detective, Yvould not be put on the wit-

ness stand, but that Mrs. Calc Parker
may be.

It has been persistently rumored all
along that her husband did not tell all

knew when on the stand. Later,

Parkerd sai he hoped they would intro-
duce his Yvife.
“I do not believe Wilcox would walk

out of jail if he could,” said Sheriff T. F.
Winslow today. “He has made a model
prisoner since being in my custody last
Friday. He still maintains his demeanor
of indifference. He eats heartily. It is
not true as reported, that I haY-e put a
negro boy in his cell to keep fires for
Wilcox.”

Wilcox today was shaved for the last
time by himself. Considering his cool
demeanor, Sheriff Winslow today allowed
him to do his own tonsorial work.
Hereafter, the sheriff says, he will send
in a barber to do the shaving. The
sheriff, though, does not consider that
the noted prisoner has any id-a of
making an attempt at suicide.

The prison, which holds Wilcox, is just
behind the court house, and he is in a
steel cage on the first floor in (he south-
west corner. A part of the window is
screened to prevent curious persons from
seeing or talking with the defendant.
Wilcox told the sheriff that he Yvas only
a man, not a show. The jail is secure
and Sheriff Winslow will use every pre-
caution to prevent an escape, rescue or
attack from the outside. He is a cauti-
ous and capable officer.

The court room is a very creditable
one for a town of 1,500 inhabitants. The
building is of brick and two stories

PARKER, OF WAYNE,
STURTS THE BULL

No Child Under Ten Shall
Work in a Factory*

~~
f

DOCKERY’S BILL SAYS 12

New Rules Provide for a New Committee and

for Clerks to Judiciary, Finance and

Propositions—Jones Fuller
Touches Depot Question,

The child labor bill has been introduced

in the House.

It was done yesterday morning by H.

B. Parker, Jr., of Wayne.

The bill prohibits the employment of
any child under the age of 12 in any

factory in the State, unless a widowed

mother or totally disabled father is de-

pendent upon the labor of the child, or

in case a child is an orphan and has no

other means of support. No child under

ten shall be employed under any cir-
cumstances.

The parent or guardian of any child
employed must file with the employer an
affidavit certifying the age of the child.

No child under 16 shall be kept at
work between 7 p. m. and 5 a. m., or for

more than sixty-six hours in any week,
or more than eleven hours in a day.

No child under 14 shall be employed
unless he or she can read and write, and
unless after January Ist, 1904, such child
attend school for at least nine Yveeks in
the year.

Settle Dockery, of Richmond, intro-
duced a bill regulating employment in
factories, Yvhich contains a section pro-
hibiting any child under 12 front being
employed in any factory.

This bill limits a day’s work to 12
hours, a week’s Yvork to sixty hours. It
provides, further, that no child under 16

shall Yvork later than 8 p. m.
Both of these hills are printed in full

in another column.
A bill (hat has a very pertinent, not

to say direct bearing upon the Durham
Depot question, was put iu by Jones Ful-
ler.

It proposes to amend chapter 164, Pub-
lic Laws of 1899. so as to require when

the Corporation Commissioners may con-
sider it practicable any tYvo or more
railroads entering a city to have one
common or Union Passenger Depot.

The rules for the government of the
House were adopted as reported by the

committee. By them the gpeaker is given

the liberty of voting as a member or as
the Speaker in case of a tie. That is,
he may wait for a tie before voting on
a measure, or he may vote in his regular

turn as a member, if he so prefers.

A new committee, to be called the

Committee on Expenditures, is one of the
changes. Another is the right given to

the Speaker to appoint twelve pages.

Moreover, three committees, Finance,
Judiciary and Propositions and Griev-
ances, are allowed clerks, to be appointed
by the respective chairmen, with the

consent of the majority of the commit-

tee.
A bill by Mr. King makes it a misde-

mornor for a farm-hand to violate his

contract to Yvork and he may he punished

like any other criminal.
Another bill by Mr. King amending

section 1199 of the Code, gives the de-

fendant in criminal cases the right to
only six peremptory challenges of jury-
men, instead of tYventy-three, as the law

noYV is. The Stat" has only four, and the

object of the bill is to make things a
tittle more eve^i.

THE DAY IN DETAIL.

The House yyhs called to order at noon

by Speaker Gattis, and opened with
prayer by Rev. G. F. Smith, of the Eden-

ton Street Methodist church.
The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings

was read and approved.

PETITIONS.
For incorporation of Corinth Baptist

church, by Simpson, of Union.

RESOLUTIONS.
Doughton. of Alleghany; Relating to

counting the vote of State officers.

King, of Pitt: To print the calendar
bills and Journal.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
No. 55—Parker, of Wayne: To regu-

late child labor. Committee on .Manu-
facture and Labor.

No. 56. —Willis, of Bladen: To amend
chapter 510, Laws of 1899, relating to
stock law in Bladen county.

No. 57.—Offman, of Randolph: Re-
lating te killing deer in Randolph county.

No. 58—Fuller, of Durham: To amend
chapter 104, Laws of 1899, relating to
Corporation Commission.

No. 59.—Beasley, of Currituck: To pre-
vent the spreading of disease among
hogs, cattle, etc.

No. 60. —Ray. of Yancey: To incorpor-
ate the Cane River Railway Company.

No. 61—Dockery, of Richmond: To
regulate the employment of men, women
and children in factories.

No. 62.—Rucker, of Rutherford: For
the relief of Miss Nannie Turner, a
teacher of Rutherford county. •

No. 63. —Woodard, of Famlico: To
amend chapter 37, Laws of 1899, charter
of the Pamlico Oriental and Western
Railroad Company.

No. 64.—Sugg, of Beaufort: To in-
corporate the Savings and Trust Com-
pany of Washington.

No. 65.—Beasley, of Currituck: For
relief rs S. J. Tanner.

No. 66.—Humphreys, of Rockingham:
To incorporate Sharp Institute, at In-
telligence, N. C.

No. 67.—Quickel, of Lincoln: To pro-

hibit officers from drawing deeds and

other instruments to be passed on by

them.

No. 68.—Michael, of Watauga: To

amend section 752, of the Code.
No. 69.—DreYvry, of Wake: To amend

chapter 54, Laws of 1899, in regard to

Insurance, proY'iding tYY’o clerical assist-
ants to commissioner.

No. 70. — Goode, of Cleveland: To regu-

late tenancy.

No. 71.—Mason, of Cartert: To in-

crease the number of commissioners for

Carteret county to five.

No. 72.—Abell, of Johnston: To amend
laws of 1901 relating to stock law in

Johnston county'.
No. 73.—Ray, of Yancey: To correct

State grant 479.
No. 74.—Hamlin, of Madison: To

amend chapter 43, Laws of 1892.

No. 75.—King, of Pitt: To make vio-

lations of certain contracts a misde-
meanor.

No. 76.—King, of Pitt: To amend
section 1199 of the Code.

BILLS RATIFIED.
To repeal the act of 1901 authorizing

the Commissioners of Granville county

to issue bonds for roads.
For relief of Luna Lee Ellis.

BILLS PASSED FINAL READING.
To amend chapter 645, Laws of 1901,

relating to domestic foYvls in Cleveland
county .

To prohibit hunting and fishing in Pitt
county Yvithout the consent of the land

owner.
To provide for the counting of the

vote for election of State officers.

COMMITTEE ON RULES.
The Committee on Rules, through its

¦chairman, Mr, Graham, reported the

rules as adopted. The only important
amendment is one giving the Speaker
the right to vote as a member, or In

hi 3 discretion as he may prefer, as the

presiding officer in case of a tie.

After the reading of the report by tho
clerk, the chairman explained that the
right of the Speaker to vote as a mem-
ber was a constitutional one, and the

rule allowed him to vote or not in case
of an election as Speaker or member.

TWELVE PAGES.
The Speaker is given the right to ap-

point twelve pages, and in case of neces-
sity, three additional ones are allowed.

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES.

The chairmen of the three committees,
Finance, Judiciary and Propositions and
Grievances are allowed to appoint a
clerk to each of these committees, with
the approval of a majority of the com-
mittee.

A NEW COMMITTEE.

A new committee, to be known as the
Committee on Expenditures of the House,
is provided for.

Mr. Davidson called attention to the
absence of a provision for printing the
calendar, bills and Journal, each day.

Speaker Gattis stated that the next
bill on the calendar provided for this,
introduced this morning by Mr. King,
of Pitt.

Mr. Lucas objected to giving the chair-
men of the committees named the right
to appoint clerks. He thought, it should
be done by the House, if necessary.

The report of the Committee on Rules

was adopted without, amendment.

BILLS PASSED FINAL READING.
Mr. King's resolution providing for a

joint committee of the House and Sen-
ate to report on the feasibility of having
the bills, calendar and Journal printed,
was called up.

Mr. Graham said the matter might oc-
casion a great deal of expense, and he

j thought it Yvould be best for it to go be-
fore a committee.

Mr. King said he had introduced the
bill as a measure of economy as Yvell as
of enlightenment. He instanced a case
in his county that had cost over a thous-
and dollars, because there Yvas a mis-
take in a law of the last Legislature,
which could never have occurred had the
bills, journal and calendar of each day’s
proceedings been printed. He had con-
sulted with a great many members be-
fore introducing the resolution, and Yvas

sure it. was badly needed. Several mem-
bers stated instances of mistakes and er-
rors that had proved costly and serious on
account of mistakes, and some said they ,
could not possibly have any intelligent j
conception of Yvhat was being done under •
present regulations.

The resolution Yvas adopted as offered,
providing for a joint committee of five.

To amend chapter 510, Laws of 1901,!
relating to stock law in Bladen county I

To allow the Superior court clerk of
Montgomery county to absent himself
from office.

On motion of Mr. Watts, the privileges
of the floor were extended Mr. R. B. I
Glenn and Mr. George Rountree.

A motion, at 1:30, to adjourn until
today at eleven o’clock, was opposed by
Mr. Graham, who offered a substitute
for ten o’clock, saying he wanted to get
down to work. The amendment was de- 1
seated by a vote of 48 to 52, and the
House at 1:55 adjourned until eleven
o'clock this morning.

Plenty cf Oysters—Few Fish.

(Wilmington Dispatch.)

“The fish business is a thing of the
past so far as local catches are con- ,
cerned,” remarked a prominent dealer to- !

day. “Fish are the scarcest in years,” ,
he continued. “We are receiving a few
mullets and speckled trout from New
river, but nothing is coming in from the !
neighboring sounds.” j

Oysters are plentiful, but there is no
glut on the market as most of them are
shipped away, the demand being fully
equal to the supply. The oyster supply
from Stump Sound is the largest in years, j
contrary to many predictions. The Stump
Sound oyster, though not as large, is just
as good as tho famous Ncyv river bi-
valves.

Some catfish caught lower dotvn in the
river are being skinned and shipped
North. There is a ready sale for them. »

The News aandObserver.
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PRICK FIVR CKCTS.

CODE COMMISSION
BILL IH SENATE

Senator Norris of Wake Sets
Forth Necessary Plans.

THELIQUOR LAWQUESTION

Senator Wellborn Wan's lo Repeal Ashe County
Prohibiting Law and Senator Gii.liam

Presen's Big Petition From Tar*
boro for Vote on Dispensary.

The Senate pan its business yesterday
on a special flyer of the limited variety,
taking but twenty-two minutes for the
trip.

And in this twenty-two minutes is in-

cluded the time the clock took to strike
eleven, the morning prayer of Rev. W.

C. Tyree and the motion to adjourn. The

ladies who occupied seats in the gallery
had hardly arrived before the session
was over.

Os course thi3 doer, not mean that the
Senators were idle the rest of the day.
They took part in committee meetings,
and transacted affairs which will facili-
tate the work of the Senate when it
meets today.

The liquor question came to the front
twice during the short session. Once at
its beginning when Senator Gilliam pre-

*A. .
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HON. HERBERT E. NORRIS.
Senator From Wake Yesterday Intro-

duced a Bill fer a Code Commission.

sented a petition with a long string
of names from Tarboro township, asking
that a vote be allowed on the question
of putting the dispensary out of busi-
ness in Tarboro, and the other in a little
bill with the title “A hill to repeal
chapter 3!*7, Laws of ltK)l.” The act re-
ferred to is one that prohibits the manu-
facture and sale of liquor in Ashe county
and the proposed bill wants to do away
with this prohibitory law. It was in-
troduced by Senator Wellborn, Republi-
can, of Ashe, but its title was not one
that made you think there was any pro-
hibition or anti-prohibition in the ques-
tion.

Senator Reinhardt, of Lincoln, took a
whirl at the school book question. lie
does not believe that there are enough
public school hook depositories, and in-
troduced a bill which changes the provis-
ions of one section of the book law, by
saying that not less than six nor more
than twenty depositories shall be in each
county, in place of the number being lim-
ited to between one and six.

The first of the hills which are to be
heard concerning the codifying of,the

laws of North Carolina was introduced
yesterday. A resolution to appoint a

j committee to look into the question has
! passed the Senate, but Senator Norris
has made direct start by Introducing

' a bill to provide for revising and digest-
I irg the Public Statute Laws of the State.

The bill provides for the appointing of

| three Code Commissioners by the Gover-
nor, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, the duty of these to be

| to collate, digest and revise all the public

statute law of North Carolina now in

| fcrce, with those of the present General
[ Assembly. The bill specifically sets out
that all laws affecting a particular sub-
ject shall be put in one act, properly
sub-divided, with full references to Su-
preme court decisions bearing upon those.
The work is to be properly indexed, and
in general is to follow the lines of the
Code revision act of 1850 and 1851.

The commission Is also to designate
such acts or parts of acts, if any, that
should be repealed, changed, or modi-
fied, and also,to designate such new acts
or parts of acts it may deem necessary
in order to improve and perfect ihe
whole. The new Code is to contain the
State and National onstitutions, laws of
of naturalization, and a provision set-
ting forth the necessary steps to authen-
ticate records and judicial proceedings
in other States.

The rcvisal is to he ready to be sub-
mitted to the General Assembly of 1005,

and 500 copies are to be printed, one
for each of the Supreme Court Justices.
Superior Court Judges, Superior Court
Clerks, members of ihe General Assem-
bly of 1005, the ethers to be retained by

the Secretary of Stale until the rnnven-
ing of the Assembly of 1005 for the use
of that body.

For their work ea-' ,b member of tb"

commission is to receive $1,500 and el-wh

is to be employed at a salary of sfoo.
(Continued on Third Page )


