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a toll gate in Mulberry Gap. This bill
asks for the .repeal of acts of 1899 and
1901, which established the road and toll
gate at Mulberry Gap, in the Blue Ridge.

To Committee on Public Roads.

S. B. 109. —By Wellborn, of Ashe: A

bill with reference to pensions. To Com-

mittee on Pensions.
S. B. 110. —By Reinhardt, of Lincoln:

For the relief of certain Confederate

widows. This bill extends the marriage

limit of all widows of Confederate sol-

diers who are entitled to pensions from
the first of April, 1865 to the first of
April, 1868. To Committee on Pensions.

S. B. 112. —By Webb, of Buncombe: To
repeal the charter of the town of Buena
Vista in Buncombe county. To Commit-

tee on Counties. Cities qnd Towns.
The following bills received from the

House were put on their first readings:
S. B. 113, H. B. 141.—8 y Leeper: To

regulate meeting of Board of County
Commissioners of Gaston. It provides
for a session l on the first Monday

in each and every month, with permis-
sion to adjourn from day to day, or to

(Continued on Page Five.)

THE ST, LOUIS COMES
CRAWLING IH.

Delayed Over Six Days by
Leaking Boilers,

Disgorges Mass of Furious Passengers Who
May Sue for Darmg s—Food ar.d Water

Supply Cut.
the Associated Press.)

New York. Jan- 17.—The steamship St.
Louis arrived at her pierhere today after

an extremely slow trip owing to leaky

boilers. Her time from Cherbourg to the

Lightship was thirteen days, five hours

and twenty minutes, six days, fifteen

hours and twenty-five minutes behind

the ship’s best record. There was no
accident of any kind at any time, and,
although heavy rather was encounter-
ed. delay was caused
by inability to get up good steam in the
defective boilers.

The passengers became very indignant
when they learned of the poor progress
the vessel was making and an indignation
meeting was held, at which the line was
severely censured for permitting passen-
gers to embark on a steamer in the con-
dition the St Louis showed. A statement
was drawn up and given to the public
on arrival here today by a committee
chosen to set forth the grievances of

those on board.
After she was sighted off Nantucket

last night the St. Louis made good time
to New r York and reached her pier some
hours ahead of the time set last night.
It did not take long for the first and
second cabin passengers to cross the
gang-planks, once the lines were fast,

and as they got beyond the rope en-
closure they were gathered to the arms
of their waiting relatives. While this
was going on on the upper deck of the
pier, where the first and second cabin
passengers land, similar scenes were be-
ing enacted among the steerage passen-
gers on the lower deck of the dock, but
in this case the passengers had to again
part from their friends to do to Ellis
Island for examination by the immigra-
tion officers.

When the passengers started ashore
a uartermaster was placed on guard at
every gang-plank with orders from the

dock superintendent not to allow any one
to go on board. None of the ship’s of-
ficers was allowed to come ashore.

A Parlqtt Lloyd, of Baltimore, was
one of the .signers of the first cabin pas-
sengers’ resolutions. He said:

“There was no pleasure or gaity aboard
the ship- Every one was as depressed
and angry as men and women could be in
such a situation- Suspicion began from
the very moment that we left Southamp-
ton. When it first began to be rumored

about the shir> that the boilers were de-

fective and leaky, and we sought in-
formation from the officers and stewards,
we could learn nothing. Our fears were
either laugher at or jocularly evasive

answers made.
“But when the officers saw that we

were in deadly earnest and would not be
denied in our endeavor to know the
truth, they changed their attitude and
told us promptly what we wanted to
know, or told us that they knew nothing

about the cause of the delay. All of the
first-class passengers have put their
eases into the hands of myself and Mr.
Bcrni. as their lawyers, authorized us
to make such claims against the com-
pany as vve see fit, and to endeavor to

collect damages.”
Rev. Arthur Crane, of Ga.,

said:
“Whatever we may say in condemna-

tion of the management of this line, and
the way we are being treated, we should
like it distinctly made not none of our
anger and indignation is directed at the

officers and crew. We received nothing
but courtesy and honorable treatment
from them and we do not hold them at
all to blame for the hardhips and dangers
we have had to endure.”

After the first week the food supply

was appreciably cut down, according*^o

the statement of passengers, and cream
and eggs were taken from the breakfast
menus, and only a small allowance of
milk was given to each passenger. From
subordinate officers on the ship it was
learned that the diet of the crew for the
past week consisted solely of oatmeal
and potatoes. After about a week the.
running water supply was cut off, and
passengers could get water for toilet and
bathing purposes only in buckets, as it
was brought to them by the stewards.

JUDGE TO CHARGE
THE JURY TUESDAY

Ward and Aydlett Will Speak
Monday.

WILCOX NOT TO TESTIFY

Sawyer Makes a Dramitic Speech for the State
Which has a Powerful Eff<ct Upon

the Hearers in the Court
Room.

(Special to Nows and Observer.)

Hertford, N. C., Jan. 17.—Dith the sun
half an hour behind the western hills
a big company of persons tonight wit-
nessed a touching and thrilling scene at

the end of the first week of the Wilcox
trial.

Men, women and children inside and

outside the rail were held well nigh

spell-bound by the closing words of elo-
quence and condemnation in Heywood
Sawyer’s speech. When the climax came
at the end of a three-hours' plea, the
only sound beside the speaker’s voice
came from the throats of weeping women.
From the corner occupied by the Misses
t'ropsey there came sobs which were aud-
ible all over the court room. Hand-
kerchiefs were used by many women not
connected with the principals and tears
welled into the eyes of hard, stern men.
As the spectators filed out into the twi-
light there was about them an air of
sorrow and sympathy for two stricken
families.

Sawyer’s speech perhaps will prove one
of the most brilliant, not only of this
trial, but in the criminals annals of
Eastern North Carolina. He is of pow-
erful physique and forceful resonant
voice. He is five feet ten, and weighs
260 pounds.

All the State's lawyers are heavy-
weights. Ward weighing 180 and Turner
18*. The defense lawyers are of me-
dium size.

Mr. Sawyer sifted nearly every word of
the evidence, growing more eloquent as
ho * >roc ceded. “I approach a discussion
of this case with much concern,” he said.
‘ It is of creat importance to the State
of North Carolina and of great impor-
tance to the prisoner at the bar. For
me 1 would not be a party to the convic-
iion of an innocent man; the grand and
glorious State wants no guilty man to
escape, nor does she want her fair
escutcheon stained with innocent blood.
T hope we may receive light and strength
from above to do our duty.”

Starting out from the corpus delicti he
showed from the evidence that Nell did
not die by her own hands but from a
blow on the temple from a round, pad-
ded instrument, md link by link
he went over the ci. cumstances tending
he, said, to form o chain which should
convict beyond doubt the prisoner, James
Wilcox. The srraker argued that had
Nell meant to commit suicide she ¦would
have gone into deeper water, that the
temple bruise could not have been made
by tumping, for it would have been on
the front part of the face. Tn review-
ing the doctors testimony he said one of
the strongest rroofs against suicide was
the decomposition of the brain first when
naturally it should been the seventh or-
gan to decay.

‘‘What reason was there for sulcid<?”
he continued. “She was just budding into
womanhood like the flowers of May. She
was full of life and joy and hope. The
lefense would have you believe she had

killed herself over a man from whom she
shrank like a viper in the grass.
• N’nat did she read? She read Sunday

School books, and I would suggest to the
)oung women here that thev. too., read
more Sunday School literature and less
of fh<» stories that curdle the blood with
deeds of midniyht assassins.

’ There is one supreme cause which
may beyond a doubt lead a woman to sui.
tide, hut that was absent here. Nell
t'ropsey was as pure and spotless as the
snow. No vile hand had ever defiled her;
she was a virgin. The doctors swear it.

“Having shown that this fair young

life was snuffed out by an assassin’s
Mow I come to the question of who did
it? Yonder sits the man,’ he said in

tones of thunder, turning and, pointing

a ouivering finger of scorn, “who the
State contends on this evidence commit-

ted this heinous crime. He is James Wil-

cox. the prisoner at the bar. I ask you

to find that he did it.”
In proceeding he endeavored to show

that Wilcox had the motive, opportunity
and time, e argued that the wild beast

element ! n the prisoner continued to
grow as he was scorned and piqued by

Nell. The peroration was powerfully de-

livered and could be heard about a block
from ‘lie court building.

‘Gentlemen of the jury, ask you to
bring in a verdict of first degree murder.
Ho your duty. The girlhood and the wo-
manhood of North Carolina must be
protected; the sanctity of the home
must not be desecrated. If the midnight
murderer is to go unpunished we might
.... well tear up the law books, pull down
thn court houses, burn up the jails, and
say that public order is no more, that
there is a reign of anarchy and social-
ise

“For the father and mother and sister
of the defendant I have the deepest
sympathy. I pray that the Father of
all fathers who reigns above may com-
fort them. I commend them to the same
religion that was eirfc aced by Nell a
few days before death.

“Hut there is another picture. A pure
young girl is in her grave, heT brow is
cold, her pulse is still; she has passed
not from life to death, but from death

to life. Here was victory without a

battle, a crown without the thorns. I

ask, too, that her father and mother and

sisters may embrace her faith: that they

may clasp her to their bosom in the

land beyond the skies; that they may

stand without flinching at the time when
the righteous shall be saveET, the wicked
condemned before the bar of the Eter-

nal God.”
It was nearl dark when the speaker

finished.
This morning the defense sprang a sur-

prise by declining to introduce an evi-

dence. Mr. Aydlett said after court he

had summoned witnesses and contem-
plated introducing the prisoner, but the
State had not taken the looked for turn,
and a long conference had resulted in a
decision to rest their case.

Roscoe Turner, a 26-year-old lawyer,
preceded Mr. Sawyer. He made a very
good speech, and times was forceful
and impressive. Mr. Sawyer, in his
speech, brought up an allusion that Mr.
Leary made about the Cropseys being
Northerners. Mr. Leary sprang to his
feet and declared he had explained him-
self at the time. The incident passed.

During his arraignment by counsel,
Wilcox, maintained an immobile expres-
sion and was not outwardly affected.

Around the hotel tonight, it is said,
sentiment against the prisoner is strong-
er than at any time during the present
trial.

This morning Tom Hayman testified to

Wilcox's strength in handling large
pieces of timber, this to show his ability
to carry a 110 pound girl.

(Continued on Page Five.)

A HALT FOR BREATH
Senatorial Candidates Hold

Unchanged Views

The Noise of the Conflict Quiets for a Short

Space and Then Again it
Comes.

There was no crowd in the lobbies of

the Yarborough last night.

The bustle and stir of the previous

nights of the week had given way to a
semi-quiet period, and there were chairs
enough to go round.

Many of the members of the General
Assembly had gone to thmr homes to
spend Sunday, and to worship with their
families. The disappearance of the leg-

islators seemed complete, and there was
a deserted air about the places where
they are usually to be found.

The Senatorial candidates are still
here, and headquarters are still the

Mecca’s for legislators and “backers” of
the men whose name have been themes
for eloquence within the last ten days.

# * *

“And the condition situation? Is that
your question, My Master?

“Well, it is the same song that has

been sung before. There are four can-
didates with four sets of supporters, and
the man at the bottom of the list speaks
as hopefully as the man the top. Vic-
tory dances before them all, but none
have yet laid hands on the bewitching

nvmph.
Os course there have been rumors of

changes, first one, then the other, of

th° names before the caucus have been

named as winners. You can meet four

men, and if they are of different views,
each will argue his position as the
strongest. So it is with the Senatorial

deadlock, the friends of each say that
their man is the winner.

• • •

There are thrilling stories which hope

has assisted in writing in the minds of

the various “backers,” but all of these

are purely guess work. Last night the

situation was practically unchanged, and
unless there is a change between now
and Tuesday night the ballots will show
that this is the case!

* •* *

The candidates themselves had a day
of comparative rest yesterday, and last
night took things easy. Being inter-
viewed concerning the situation here is
what, they had to say:

HON. LEE S. OVERMAN; There is
no change to be noted. My friends are
as solid as a stonewall, and my elec-
tion is to be counted on. I am as hope-
ful as at any time.

HON. S. B. ALEXANDER: “The
Alexander Division is still in the con-
test and each member is undaunted.” I

HON. LOCKE CRAIG: “It has been
demonstrated by thirty-one ballots that*
the Democratic caucus has no first
choice for United States Senator. I be-
lieve I am the second choice of the
large majority and that I will be elected
when this choice is expressed.”

HON. C. B. WATSON: “I have not
changed my opinion since last night. T
think I will be nominated and 1 hope and
believe that the people of the State will
approve the choice of the caucus.”

PLEA OF INSANITY ADMITTED.

Judge Bal< s Sanity of Utlev he Fasted Upon
Under General Pies.

(Special to the News and Observer.) 1
Fayetteville, N. C., Jan. 17.—At the

close of State’s evidence in the Utley
case the defendant's counsel ask the

court's ruling as to effect of general plea

of not guilty. They admitted sanity of
defendant at the times of arraignment. I
hut set up the defense of insanity at the 1
time of the killing- The judge ruled that
this defense of insanity was still open
under the general plea of not guilty.

Overman for Senator.

To the Editor: Overman is Pasquo-
tank’s choice for Senator. ,

EDWARD ALEXANDER. I
Elizabeth City, N. C., Jan. 17.

BLOW A WHISTLE
AMD SAVE ft LIFE

Senator Justice Seeks the
Safety of the Human.

SOME MORELIQUOR BILLS

The Junior Order United American Mrchanics
Petition for an Act for Compulsory School

Attendance in the Ci’y of

Asheville.
The Senate jogged over the course yes-

terday and without much trouble found
a stepping off place.

There were some bills introduced that

deserve attention, and among these was
one by Senator Pritchard, of Orange, pro-

viding for the incorporation of the
Chapel Hill Trolley Company. The in-
corporators named are Richard H.
Wright, J. S. Manning, and H. A. Fou-
shce, with a capital stock at beginning
of ten thousand dollars, with authority
to increase to one million dollars. It is
understood that this is the electric line
which will connect Durham and Chapel
Hill. The charter gives it power to bc-
thoroughly equipped, and to be operated
in the territory of Orange and Durham
counties, to supply power, light and heat
at Chapel Hill and it it so desires to con-
duct a manufactory for artificial ice in
Orange county.

Senator Wellborn (Rep.), introduced a
bill whose title does not seem to fit the
inside of the bill It is entitled “A bill
to improve the roads and establish a
toll gate in Mulberry Gap.” This is in
the Blue Ridge Mountains, and the terri-
tory concerned is that of Wilkes, Alle-
ghany and Ashe. Within the bill Mr.
Wellborn provides that chapter 348, Laws
of 1899, and chapter 518, Laws of 11)01,
he repealed. These relate to the im-
proving and establishing the road and
the toll gate, yet Mr. Wellborn's bill
indicates that the way to do this is to
repeal the act which provides for this.

Senator Reinhardt, of Lincoln, comes
to the front wth r bill for the Confed-
erate widows. He wants to add three
years to the time limit and his bill says
that the widow of any Confederate sol-
dier. whose marriage occurred prior to
April Ist, 1868, is to be put on the pension
roll.

Asheville was heard from yesterday in
the shape of a petition on educational
lines. The Junior Order believes in edu-
cation and it sent a petition to the Sen-
ate, which was presented by Senator
Webb, reciting that there were schools
in Asheville and asking that there be a
law passed compelling the attendance of
children between the ages of seven and
fifteen.

The day previous there was passed in the
House the bill prohibiting the manufacture
or sale of liquor at certain places in
Watauga county, notably at Banner Elk,
whore the condition is reported as espec-
ially bad, so had in fact that it is said
that a Christian school will have to close
if a liquor business right at it is not
stopped. Yesterday the bill reached th<>
Senate.

The bill was introduced in the House
by Michael, (Rep.), but when it reached

the Senate Wellborn, (Rep.), made ob-
jection when Hicks of Duplin. (Dom.),

tried to get the bill on the calendar and
have it go through in order to end at

once the state of affairs at Banner Elk.

It went to the Committee on Proposi-
tions and Grievances and it is a foregone
conclusion, after the argument in the
House, that it will be favorably reported
and will pass.

Senator Justice put in a hill during the
day which is apt to run tip against the
desires of the railroads. It provides that
in all cases where it is the duty, under

the law. of employees of a railroad com-

pany moving trains in this State to sec

a person who is on the railroad track in
front of a moving train, it shall be the

duty of such railroad company to give

a signal, by ringing a bell or blowing

a whistle, of the approach of such a

train, whether such person on the track

is ir an apparently helpless condition or

not, and any railroad company which

fails to give such notice is to be held

liable for all damages resulting from

such failure.
Senator Mcßryde introduced a bill, the

object of which is to further suppress
the liquor traffic in Robeson county. Pro-

hibition is in force there but Senator

Mcßryde says the “jug trade" is the
trouble, and his hill gets aftpr this.

SENATE—TENTH DAY.
Lieutenant Governor Turner called the

Senate to order at eleven o’clock and
prayer was had by Rev. M. M. McFar-
land.

The reading of the Journal was dis-
pensed with, on motion of Senator War-
ren. The following acts were announc-
ed as having been enrolled: H. B. 11,
S. B. 80: To regulate drawing of juries
in Craven county. H. B. 74. S. B. 72. to
exempt Madison from the provsions of
an act offering a reward for the capture l
of certain wild animals. S. B. 03, H. B.
54. For soring term of court in Hali-
fax.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
S. B. 106.—8 y Pritchard, of Orange: A

hill to incorporate the Chapel Hill
Trolley Company. To Committee on
Railroad and Railroad Companies.

S. B. 107.—8 y Mann, of Hyde: For the
relief of S. S. Lupton and S. L. Sawyer.

For return to them of sl2 paid for land
grant already issued to other parties.

Committee on Claims:
S. L>. 108—By Wellborn, of Ashe: A

bill to improve the roads and establish

THE OLD CARPET
IS REALLY TO GO

Mr. Drewry’s Bill to Reno-
vate Capitol Passed.

IN HONOROF6EN. R. E. LEE

To Investigate Charges of Cruelty at Convict
Camp No. 4, Jones County—To Provide

for Salary of Paymaster General

of the State Guard.

The present House of Representatives

seems determined to violate all prece-

dent and actually do something toward
ameliorating the s&nitary condition of

the Capitol.

That was the chief topic at yesterday’s

session, and it resulted in the passing

of two measures that will surely bring

some relief, if put in force.
It is even said, but this sounds almost

too good to be true, that when the House

meets for the next time on Tuesday,

the old carpet, just think of it, that old
carpet, will be off the floor. It is time,

surely. That carpet took the floor
twenty years ago, and has kept it ever

since. It is time it yielded to some other
member.

And all the old familiar germs and
microbes and bacteria that we have

learned to know by their nicknames al-
most, during these twenty years, will
be gone, and their faces will be seen no
more.

Truly is North Carolina getting rid of

all her old incumKrances around the

Capitol. The Populist is gone, the ne-
gro is gone, and now the germ is going.
It will be missed, but the air will be

still purer.
Yesterday the Special Committee on

the sanitary condition of the Hall, con-
sisting of Drs. Alexander, of Tyrrell:
Alexander, of Mecklenburg, and Crocker,
of Wilson, reported a resolution to keep

the temperature of the Hall at 65 de-
grees, to make arrangements for ven-
tilating, and to have the old carpet im-
mediately removed.

Then Mr. Diewry introduced a sub-

stitute for his bill of Friday, upon recom-
mendation of the Committee on Health.

This substitute provides for the appro-

priation of J2.500 to ventilate, renovate,

furnish, heat and clean the halls of
both the House and Senate.

After some good humored discussion,

the bill was passed by a vote of 80 to 10.

It was put upon its second and third
readings immediately, and was ordered

sent to the Senate without engrossment,

and would no doubt have been imme-
diately acted upon in the Senate, but
that body had adjourned before the mes-
sage arrived.

It will be recalled that the Board of

Examiners of State Institutions, in their
report on the State Prison, charged

gross mistreatment of convicts in camp
No. 4, Jones county, where the prisoners

were hired to the Goldsboro Lumber
Company.

Yesterday Mr. Offman, of Randolph,
ottered a resolution requiring the Com-

mittee on Penal Institutions to investi-
gate these charges. The resolution was
put upon its immediate readings and
adopted.

Mr. Roberson, of Guilford, chairman of
the Committee on Corporations, report-

ed a resolution that no bill chartering

any private corporation shall be consid-
ered by the House, if tlid corporation
can be chartered by the Secretary of
State under the general Corporation
Law. This was also adopted.

A bill was introduced by Mr. Morton

to provide for the salary of the Pay-
master General of the State Guard. The

bill amends chapter 390, Laws of 1899,
adding Paymaster General to section 2.

A bill by Jones Fuller to incorporate

Trinity College, names the following
gentlemen as incorporators: A. P.
Tyer, J. 11. Southgate, B. N. Duke, G. A.
Cglcsby, V. Ballard, J. A. Long, J. F.
Bruton, J. N. Cole, F. A. Bishop, J. G.
Brown, C. W. Toms, J. W. Alspaugh,
W. R. Odell, J. A. Gray, F. Stikeleather,

Kope Elias, S. B. Turrentinc, P. H.
Hanes, T. F. Marr, G. W. Flowers, M.

A. Smith, R. H. Parker, W. J. Montgom-

ery, F. M. Simmons, O. W. Carr, R. A.
Mayer, N. M. Jurr.ey, Drcd Peacock, B.
B. Nicholson. W. G. Bradshaw, E. G.
White, T. N. Ivey, J. B Hurley, R. L.
Durham and W. C. Willson.

The college-is authorized to hold prop-

erty to an amount not exceeding three

millions of dollars.
Thirty-six trustees are provided for,

twelve to be elected by the North Caro-

lina Conference, twelve by the Western
Conference, and twelve by the graduates

of the college.
In honor of Gen. Robert E. Lee, ad-

journment was taken until Tuesday,
Monday, the 19th, being General Lee’s
birthday.

THE DAY IN DETAIL.
Speaker Gattis called the House to i

order at. ten o’clock, and Rev. Mr. M.

McFarland, of Brooklyn Methodist
church, made the opening prayer.

PETITIONS.
Bryan, of Wilkes: From Wilkes county

against prohibition.
Mcßae, of Anson: To incorporate

De*p Greek school house in Anson
county.

BILLS REPORTED FAVORABLY.
To regulate fishing on Pamlico River-
Mr. Vann, of Hertford, chairman of

the Committee on Counties. Cities and
Towns, stated (hat it had been found im-
possible to get a quorum of members to

attend. There were several very impor-

tant bills to which there was no ob-
jection, and on motion the same were
withdrown from the committee and

placed on the calendar.

BTLLS INTRODUCED.
Kinsiand. of Haywood: To allow

Waynesville to issue bonds.
Blount, of Washington: to prevent

hunting on lands of another.
Etheridge, of Dare: To furnish certain

Supreme Court reports to Dare county-

Kinsiand, of Haywood: To amend the

charter of Waynesville.

Machiel, of Watauga: To appoint jus-
tices of the peace in Mitchell county-

Morton, of New Hanover: Relating to
Paymaster General of N. C. State Guard.

Beasley, of Currituck: To provide pay
for an oyster inspector.

Fuller, of Durham: To incorporate
Trinity College.

Hamlin, of Madison: To amend law

relative to public drunkenness dn Madi-
son county.

Gattis, of Orange: To confer jurisdic-
tion on Superior Courts in certain cases.

TO RENOVATE THE HALT
The special committee appointed on

the sanitary condition of the hall report-

ed a resolution recommending that the
temperature of the hall be kept at 65;
(hat immediate arrangements be made for
ventilation and exchange of air; that the
old carpet be immediately removed and
that some substance be substituted that
did not contain, or retain, germs of dis-
ease, dust, dirt, etc. The report was
signed by Doctors Alexander, of Tyrrell;

(Continued on Fourth Page.)

contestT douse
Bill for Department of Com-

• merce and Labor Is
Passed.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. 17. —At the end of a
struggle which prolonged today’s ses-
sion until after six o’clock, the House
passed the substitute for the Senate bill

to establish a Department of Commerce
and Labor. The vote stood. 137—4 b. All
the Republicans and twenty-nine Demo-

crats voted for the bill. In Committee
of the Whole the Democrats and a
sprinkling of Republicans, led by Mr.

Corliss (Rep.), of Michigan, struck out

the portion of the bill providing for a
Bureau of Insurance. By a piece of

parliamentary strategy Mr. Hepburn
(Rep.), of lowa, Chairman of the Inter-
State Commerce Committee, sought to
'have this provision restored, but the
opposition stood fast and he was over-
come The Democrats then attempted to
re-commit the bill with instructions to
report back a separate bill for the erec-
tion of a Department cf Labor, but the
notion was lost The only other sub-
stantial amendment was one to authorize
the President to transfer the Inter-State
Commerce Commission to the new de-
partment.

The substitute as passed by the House
differs from the Senate bill in important
particulars. It leaves the life saving

service, the marine hospital service, the

steamboat inspecting service, the bureau

of navigation and the shipping commis-
sioners under the control of the Treas-
ury Department, but authorizes the
President, in his discretion, to transfer
other bureaus for the collection of sta-
tistics and the Inter-State Commerce
Commission to the new department. It
places under the control of the new de-
partment the national bureau of stand-
ards, the coast and geodetic surveys, the

bureau of statistics, the census bureau,

the bureau of foreign commerce, the

bureau of immigration, including juris-

diction over Chinese immigration ani?
also creates the bureau of manufac-
turies and corporations. The Democrats
who voted for the bill are: Messrs.
Brantley, of Georgia; Breazeale, Iowa;

Corny, Massachusetts: Feely, Illinois:
Fleming, Georgia; Glass, Virginia: Gor-

don. Ohio; Griffith, Indiana: Johnson,

South Carolina: Lamb, Virginia; Living-
ston, Georgia; Lloyd, Missouri: Me-An-
drews, Illinois; McClellan, New York;

McCulloch, Arkansas; Mahoney, Illinois:
Maynard, Virginia; Mickey, Illinois;

Moon, Tennessee: Naphen, Massachu-
setts; Padgett. Tennessee: Patt»rson,

T»nnesee; Robertson. Louisiana; Ryan,

New York: Small, North Carolina; Rul-

zor. New York; Thomas. North Carolina;

Wiley, Alabama, and Williams, Illinois.

Slow ProgrfSH in Utley Trial.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Fayetteville, N. C., Jan. 17.—Witnesses
are being examined in the Utley trial.

It is thought that it will bo several
days before the examination Con-

eluded. If thereafter, every lawyer

speaks at length, it will be late next
week before the ease is concluded.

It has been noted here that Represen-

tative Hall, of Robeson, has introduced

a bill amending the Robeson Prohibition
bill, prohibiting the importation, and

further regulating the sale of whiskey

in Robeson county. A prominent public
official in the Seventh Judicial District,

and an ex-member of the House, were
discussing this matter in the lobby of

the Lafayette. Both were temperance

men, and recognized that public senti-

ment in the several counties of the dis-
trict was likewise. They agreed that

there should, by all means, be a uniform
law for the district; that the several
legislators should get together and frame
and agree on a similar bill.

The numbering of the houses in the
city preparatory to free mail delivery,
has been completed. The service is ex-
pected to begin sometime alter the first
of March. /

TURRET ROCKS TO
THUNDER Os DEATH

Five Men Killed Outright on
the Massachusetts.

AND FOUR ARE WOUNDED

Tha Explosion Caused by the Accidental Dis-
charge of a Percussion Primer

While the Breach of the Gun
is Open.

(By (he Associated Press.)
San Juan, Jan. 17.—Five men were

killed and four others were wounded,

t\v,o of them probably fatally, by the

explosion of a powder charge of hn
eight-iinch gun on bo? 4rd 'the Ignited

States battleship Massachusetts, yester-

day morning while at target practice off

Culebra Island.
The following is the list of dead:
PLATT, K. J., 669 Eighth street. N. Y.
MALINOWSKI, S. F., 1138 Ontario

Avenue, Chicago, Ills.
LOESSER, F. H., 313 East 86th street.

New York.
HENDRICKSON, Andrew, Norway.

RULE, R., Walnut Hill, Cincinnati.
The following men were seriously in-

jured:

Dassett, A. N., Durham, N. C.; Pat-
terson, J. G., 22 Soho, street, Pittsburg;
Schort, W. A., 365 Cleveland Avenue,

Chicago; Tacke, A. S., Miami street, St.
Louis.

Details of the explosion were obtained
when the Massachusetts arrived here to-
day. The explosion occurred in the star-
board after-eighth-inch turret, shortly

before noon yesterday, and was due to
the accidental discharge of a percussion
primer, while the breech of the gun wus
open. The full charge exploded in the
turret and killed or injured all the crew
of the gun, numbering nine men. En-
sign Ward K. Wortman, who was in
charge of the turret, escaped linjury,
though he standing near the scene

Magnificent discipline was eminently
shown by the officers and crew of the
battleship. Captain Harry Lee, com-
manding the Marine Guard of the vessel,
and Ensign Clarence A. Abele, imme-
diately flooded the turret with water,

and Lieutenant Charles F. Hughes and
Gunner Ivuhlwein went below to the
magazine, picking up powder charges,
and prevented further explosions, while
Lieutenant William C. Cole and Gun
Captain Soneman entered the turret and
withdrew the charge from the other gun,
whose breech was open. The survivors
of the gun’s crew when rescued were
burned, mutilated and nearly dead.

One man whose clothing was on fire,
jumped overboard. In less than a min-
ute after the explosion three streams
of water were pouring into the turret,

preventing the charge in the other eight
inch gun from exploding.

A funeral service for the men who met
their death in yesterday’s explosion was
held at one o’clock this afternoon on
hoard the Massachusetts, Chaplain
Wright officiating. Afterwards a pro-
cession was formed in sohrt and proceed-
ed to the military cemetery of Porto
Rico, where the interment took place.
The regimental band of the garrison of
Porto Rico took part in the ceremony.
Admiral Higginson and the officers of
the Massachusetts were at the grave-
side where military honors and also
Masonic honors for one of the dead, were
rendered.

The four injured men are lying in the
military hospital. They are badly burn-
ed, but hopes are entertained for the
recovery of all. They are now resting
quietly-

Coxswain Tacke's condition/ is consid-
ered the most serious-

Coxwain Tacke Dies.

(By tile Associated Press.)
San Juan, Jan. 17.—Coxswain Tacke

ded this afternoon. The condition of ap-
prentice Schert and Seaman Dossett has
become more worse, and It is now thought
that these men will not survive their in-
juries. Seaman Patterson is doing well
and is expected to recover.

OAMES BY THE USIVERBITT.

A Tentative Fchednle is Giten Cat by Manager
Graham

(Special to the News and Observer.)

Cliapel Hill, N- C., Jan. 17.—Mr. Geo-
W. Graham, of Charlotte, manager of
the University baseball team this sea-

son. lias given out for publication the
following tentative schedule:

March 23, Lafayette at Chapel Hill;
March 2t, Lafayette at Chapel Hill:
March 27, Brown University at Chapel
Hill; March 28, Brown University at
Greensboro: April 3, Gettysburg College

at Chapel Hill; April 7, open; April 9,
open: April 10, SouTh Carolina College at
Columbia, S. C.: April 11, Wofford at
Spartanburg. S. C.; April 13; Davidson
College, at Winston, N. C.; April 14. Le-
high at Chapel Hill: April 18, 21. 25,
open: April 29, Virginia at Chapel Hill;
April 30, Virginia at Greensboro; May 1.
Washington and Lee at Roanoke. Va.;

May 2. Gecrgetogn at Washington. D.
C.; May 5, open; May 9, Virginia at

Charlottesville.
As will be readily noticed the schedule,

while embodying games with many of

the noted institutions both in the North
and South, is by no means complete and

several other games, the dates for which

are now open, as indicated above, will
be arranged for within the next week.
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