
ROMANCE IN EARLY LIFE
OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON

Disappointment in Love Proved a Stepping Stone to

the Presidency. Sketch of “Andy’s” Boy-

hood Days in Raleigh.
(By Charles Upchurch Harris.

It Is not generally known throughout

the country that the father of Andrew
Johnson, one time president of the
United States, was nothing more nor less

than a Janitor of a bank situated at
Italeigh, X. C., but such is a fact.

Andrew' Johnson, better known as the

tailor President, was the son of Jacob
Johnson. When he was born, December
2!Uh. 1808, Andrew’s father was the jani-
tor of the State National bank, at Ral-
eigh. The old house in which he was
born is still in existence. For many
years it has been inhabited by negroes.
It is built in old colonial style with a
double slanting roof. This old histori-
cal landmark is pointed out to the visi-
tors to Raleigh with a great deal of
pride. A movement is now on foot to
raise a sum of money to buy the place

and keep it in as good state of preser-

vation as possible.
While wandering through the “Old

Cemetery” here, I came across an old
square tombstone at the head of a sunk-

en grave with this epitaph upon it:
In

Memory Os
JACOB JOHNSON,

an honest man, ,

beloved and respected
by all who knew him.

Born,
Died, January, —, 1812, from a disease

caused by an over effort in saving the
life of his friend.

Upon inquiry of some of the older citi-
zens of Italeigh, and by fceference to

dark as she could slip away undetected,
on a certain night, at a pre-arranger ren-

dezvous. drive over the State line into
North Carolina and get married. They

would depend upon the love of her father
to forgive them.

When the fateful night came Andy pro-
cured a spanking team, drove to the ap-

! pointed rendezvous and waited. The time
set for her arrival came and passed.

Midnight cams and passed but still no
girl, the crack of dawn found Andy
waiting and no bride. Bitterly disap-
pointed. almost heart-broken, he drove
back to town. Here he was told that
the tailor whom he had taken into his
confidence had betrayed his plans to the
father of the girl. He was also told that
a warrant was out for his arrest charging
him with “attempted abduction.” .He
left Laurens immediately and travelled
back through North Carolina to Green-
ville, Tennessee.

If he had succeeded fn marrying in
South Carolina he would probably have
inherited, or at least would have enjoyed
as the husband of his wife, a great part
of her father’s estate. This would have
required time to properly manage it. So
you see his friend playing him false put
him on the road to the Presidency.

At Greenville he was more successful
than in Laurens in the marriage line. He
courted and won for his bride one of
Greenville's fairest daughters.

Up to this time fit is a historical fact)
he was wholly unfamiliar with the rudi-
mentary branches of the education. He

BIRTH-PLACE OF ANDREW JOHNSON.

Amis’ “Historical Raleigh,” I found that
the tombstone was erected in 1867. when
Andrew Johnson was President- Presi-
dent Johnson himself came to Raleigh to
he present at the exercises which were
held that day. While here he Was ban-
queted by Mr. James Litehford, tho tailor
to whom Andy was apprenticed when
just ten years old.

The career of Andrew Johnson from his
birth until the time he became Presi-
dent is an eventful one. Being born cf
what was known at that time as a
“poor white family,” and through his
own efforts rising to the highest posi-

tion in the bestowal of the American
people is an accomplishment character-
istic of the true American. The story
6f his life should encourage every poor
American boy.

When Andrew Johnson was ten years
old he was apprenticed to a tailor by
the name of James Litehford. It was
the custom in those days to apprentice
the poor hoys to a master of some trade.
This master they would have to serve
until they were twenty-one years of age
Andrew stayed with Mr. Litehford for
several years. Tiring of this monotonous
life and with a longing to see the world,

he concluded to run away. Now for an
apprentice to leave his master before
his term of apprenticeship was over was
a misdemeanor in North Carolina at
that time. To get out of town without
being noticed. Andrew sought the aid of
his bosom friend, Neal Brown. Brown
carried his carpet bag containing all
his earthly possessions, to a safe dis-
tance from the town limits. Andrew
took another route, but joined Nca) on

the road some miles from town. Here
he bade his friend good bye. After
many weary days of traveling on foot,
ho arrived at Laurens Court House, a
small but thriving town in South Caro-
lina. Here Andrew concluded to stop.

At Laurens Court House he concluded
to settle and establish a talior shop un-
der his own name. It was in this place
tbat he was the principal in a. romance
which, if it had been successfully con
stimulated, might have changed the
course of his life. He never would have
been President. H< fell desperately in
love with the radiantly beautiful daugh-
ter of a wehltliy planter of that section-
This planter was one of that old type of
Southern gentlemen who ow n<>rt thou-
sands of acres of land, hundreds of negro
slaves, who sat upon the veranda on
the shady side of the holi.se drinking
“mint juleps.” and was as, full of pride
as a hornet's nest is of holes. Andrew
being a tailor presented a prosperous ap-
pearance. so the old planter, not know-
ing his parentage, out of Southern cour-
tesy, allowed him the hospitality of his
home. Andy took advantage of bio «p-
--portunity and pressed his suit With ar-
dor. He was so assiduous in his atten-

tions that he won the consent of the
girl to marry him. But just, as he was
succeeding in his suit so well a vague
rumor reached Laurens. It was to the
effect that Andy was an escaped appren-
tice. This rumor reached the ears of
Andy's prospective father-in-law. AH of
his Southern pride at once asserted itself.
He nut an investigation on foot and
soon was in possession of the facts. Andy
was forbidden admission to his home. He
was courteously but sternly told tbat no
“poor white" could marry his daughter-
Andy did not intend to give up his prize
so easily—so he devised a Imld scheme
to abduct the girl. She was made aware
of his plans and readily consented to
them. He was to meet her as soon after

i could not read nor write- His wife, who
was intelligent and well educated, la-
bored with him night after night, for
many months until finally he could be
said to have acquired a fair knowledge
of the three “r's”, “reading, riling and
rithmetie.”

His poltical career, his suc-
j cessive rise from commissioner of
Greenville to the Presidency of the
United States reminds one of the
rounds on a ladder, from the bottom to
the top. "In 1829, he became commis-
sioner; in 1830, mayor; in 1835, he was
sent to the Legislature; in 1841, he was
elected to the State Senate; in 1843, he
was chosen as a Representative in Con-
gress. Tn this position he served until

185”. He was twice elected Governor
In 1857 h« was sent to United States

Senate for a full term, ending in 1863.
And finally this man born of a “poor
white” family of a small Southern town,

wholly uneducated until he was a man.
after filling almost every position in the
gift of the people, became President
upon the death of Lincoln-

When Andrew Johnson visited Raleigh
upon the occasion above referred to, lie

1 also visited the old house in which he
was born.

The Mr. James Litehford mentioned
above is the grandfather of Messrs.
Henry E. Litehford and James E. I,itch-

ford, of Raleigh. The Neal Brown re-
ferred to is the grandfather of Messrs.
Joseph G. Brown, and John W. Brown,

i
both of Raleigh.

cuur.nucK duck industry.

Half Million Dncko Seen by Beporter atOne
Tims on Bouni.

(Elizabeth City Economist.)
One of the Economist reporters took

a day off this week and wetnt over to

Mrs. Walker’s hotel at Currituck Court

House, where he met with good cheer

and a hearty wecome. He ate the sweet-

est fish and the juiciest wild duck that
ever fell to the lot of mortal man to

eat.

Upon inquiry as to the material wel-

fare of that good old-fashioned Demo-
cratic county he learned that the corn
crop v as above the average, cotton the
best ever known and so Car as the potato
crop of the last season was concerned,

the yield ar.d the price were way out of

sight.
The shooting at the outset of the sea-

son was exceptional, but after tho first
few days, the fowl left and remained
away until the recent sharp weather. The
shooting about Church's Island is still
quite poor, the ducks showing a decided
preference for the deep water between
Church’s Island and Knott’s Island,;
where the celery plant is thickest.

The average day’s shooting for the
last ten days (shooting from battery). '
has been from twenty <o forty dollars
per day. The game is purchased on the
sound by local dealers at cash prices—-
canvass back $2.75 per pair, red heads j
$1.60, ruddys or butter balls sl.lO, com-
mon ducks, embracing sprigtail. widgen.

black head and teal 40 cents per pair.

The mallard and black duck call for 60
cents per pair and is invariably shipped
to Boston- The high priced ducks are

; shipped to New York at fixed prices on
: orders; the common duck being sold

1 nearer home. The necessity for game I
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A. HOEN & CO.

Lithographers,
Hcen Building.

RICHMOND, VA.
Letterheads, Billheads, Checks

Certificates of Stock. Labels
Showcards and Car Sijrns.

J. M. PACE,
—DEALER IN—-

MULES ~ HORSES
I have Just received a car load of extra

good muFs and horses. Always a good
supply on hand.

J- M. PACE,
111 East Martin St.. RALEIGH. N. C.

DR. RAPPORT.

Durham, - - N. C.

Refracting Optician

Glasses made to fit all sights h.v one who
is well known and reliable; «>ne who under-
stands the eve- their defects and their rela-
tion to human ills- Office 115 AV Main St-

-250,090 AcLf„d'
FOR SALE.

FERTILE AND WELL TIMBERED.

89,000 acres lying In Jones county.
160.000 acres lying In Onslow county.
90,000 acres situated on the Wilming-

ton and New Bern Railroad.
Will sell in small or large tracts to

suit, purchasers.

Mill men and capitalist are. asked to
Investigate.

Title good. Call on or address.

Stephen W. IsJer, Trustee,
At Jsler & Shaw's Law ( ifflee,

KINSTON. N. C.
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wardens to protect the gunners is uni-
versally recognized, and demanded.

The club houses have been well filled
by the members and they have enjoyed
good shooting. Mr. Webb was here last
week.

When the reporter drove up at the
court house lie spied a raft of geese at
least two and a half miles in length,

and he was told by a native sportsman

that they numbered at least half a mil-

lion. While looking at them the fiock

was disturbed and this great mass of

wild fowl arose from the water, darken-
ing the heavens in their flight.

The county at this time is greatly ex-

ercised over certain civil actions brought
by ex-Senator Bray against the present
register of deeds, G. \V. Williams, and
his bondsmen, for the penalties for fail-

ure to record marriage license. Suits

against the county commissioners have

been instituted by the same gentleman

for paying accounts against the county
improperly verified, or not verified; for
which penalties are incorporated in the

statutes of the State. The amount foots
up quite heavily and consternation reigns
supreme among the unfortunate defend-
ants-

The severe coughing, wheezing and
whooping cough or croup so common in

the winter months are quickly and safe-
ly relieved by uso of Anway’s Croup

Syrup. This remedy is made for children
and should not be confounded with the

common cough remedies. Hicks sells
Auways.

When a man is in love with a woman
he listens to every word she says.
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We ship goods all
over the United States
on Credit, for a small
cash payment, We
prepay freight. Ship
your goods direct
from Factories, All
Goods Guaranteed.
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Organs, $35 00 to SSOO. 6 Drawer, Drop Head, $L5.00 delivered;
10 year guarantee.

PIANOS.
We sell several makes. Frices from $160.00 to SI,OOO.

Scud us your orders. Write for Catalogues and full particulars.

I.OUISBURG MERCANTILE CO.
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. LOUISBURG, N. C.

We have a full stock o»
.

, Blank Books, Office Sup-
Biailk Books and plies. We save you money

Office supplies. • in
.

these goods ’ Get our
• • prices#

State Agents For

Orders for School Books filled by re-
turn mail.

All orders given our personal atten-
tion.

ALFRED WILLIAMS & CO.,

Raleigh, N. C.

SYDhOR & HUNDLEY.

,se Headquarters for Bridal Suits.
A happy and prosperous New Year to our many patrons in North Carolina.

With a line of goods second to none in the South, we trust our trade with you,

will steadily increase in the future, the past year being far ahead of our

fondest hopes. i

SYDNOR & HUNDLEY,
Richmond, Va.

COAL,
WOOD,

rrrnr

Now on Hand and on Roads:
2.000 BUSHELS PRIME CORN.

1,000 EUSHELS FRIME OAT3.

400 BUSHELS CORN. OAT AND

WHEAT CHOPS.

TWO CARLOADS CHOICE WESTERN

TIMOTHY HAY.

1,000 TONS BEST DOMESTIC COALS.

1.000 CORDS SEAONED PINE AND

OAK WOOD. AT VERY CLOSE CASH

PRICES BY

TONES 8c POWELL
Raleigh, N. C.
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SALE OF VALUABLE LAND.

By virtue of a decree of the Superior
court of Wane county, made and eu-

i lered on the sth day of January, 1303,
in a civil action therein pending, enti-
tled, Mrs. Mary E. Partin, administra-
trix of B. K. Partin, deceased, against
S. G. Wilborn and his wife, E. J. Wil-
born, being number 195 summons docket
of said court, I will offer for sale to
the highest bidder for cash, at the court
house door in tho city of Raleigh, N. C.,
on Monday, the 23rd day of February,

1903, at 12 o’clock m., the following de-
scribed tract of land to-wit: Situated
in Middle Creek townsihp, said county
and State, adjoining the lands of Barney
Jenois, I). H. Smith and others and more
ful’v described as follows: Beginning at
a s*ake Barney Jones' corner, thence
East 80 poles to a stake in said Barney
Jones’ line, thence South 70 poles to a
stake in Cinthia Ballentine’s line, thence
West with said line 80 poles to a white
cak in D. H. Smith's line, thence North
70 poles to the beginning, containing
thirty-five acres more or less.

WILLIAMB. JONES.
Commissioner.

1 1-16-tds

BUYING
A PIANO

Means providing a source of constant
entertainment to your family and frieuds
and giving your children a liberal edu-
cation in the most refininig of all accom-
plishments.

Before buying the piano wo want to

show you the Shouinger.
We can show you bow to get an in-

strument of the highest quality at a mod-
erate price.

DARNELL S THOMAS.
Raleigh, N. C.

_

CABLE, •

CONOVER,
AND

KINGSBURY
PIANOS

are instruments of world re-

nowned reputation Sold direct
by the makers. Payments

made to suit the purchaser.
Catalogues furnished free on
application.

THE CABLE CO.,
Richmond. Va.

IF IN WAN r
—OF—

Fertilizer
-FOR—

Tobacco and Colton
—WRIT* TO—-

s. w.
travers vr;:.

& CO
Richmond Va.

t ‘LH.% <*«»»PI

Capital Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Spot ini Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Fertilizer.
Beef Blood and Bone Fertilizer.
Capital Bone—Potash Compound.
Travers’ Dissolved Bone Phosphate.

Champion Acid Phosphate.

*

Appeals to you on Its merit.
Its reputatiou costa you nothing.

L L. O’QUINN & CO.

FI Of?IST c *RNAT,ONS

1 *—V7 »V> «, A SPEC! ALT*

nAI.ICIGH. N. C.

Bouquets and Floral Decorations ar-

ranged in tho best, stylo at abort notice.
Palma, Ferns and all pot plants for

house tnd window decorations.

BULBS,
Hyacinths, Narcissus and Tulips in va-

riety. Freoßions, Liliams. and all bulbs
ready now.

PARLOR-CAR SERVICE

The Seaboard Air Line Railway bos
inaugurated Parlor-Car service tr>-week-
ly between Washington and Hamlet on
trains Nos. 27 ami 66. which puss Ral-
eigh. southbound at 6:55 p. in., north-

bound. 11 50 a. m.
Parlor Car operated south on Mon-

days, Wednesdays and Friday—north
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturday’..
Seats in this ear are 25c. to Southern
Pines, 50. to Hatultt. 50 to Henderson,
75c. to Richmond, and SI.OO to Washing-
ton, D. C.

The Buffet in, this car is well equipped
and excellent meals will be served at
moderate prices.

C. H. OATTIS, C. P. aud T. A..
Raleigh, N C.

H. S. I.EARD. T. P. A.,
I Raleigh, N. C.
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