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A MORNING TONIC.

(.Marion Cromwell Prentiss.)

1 thank Thee, God, for these,

My trinity of blessings:

A seeing eye, the open door
Through which my soul looks out

And grows more glad
At every glowing sky and opening flower:
For ears that hear Thy music.
Alike in speech of friends or song of birds

Or man-made harmonies of sound
By Thee inspired:
And, lastly, God, for this I thank Thee,

A heart throush Thee
Made friend to all humanity,

A heart of understanding, swift to read
In all the beauty of the world
Thy message of eternal love.

AN HONOR TO THE STATE.

For several months now the calcium

light has been directed upon the candi-

dates in the Senatorial contest. In a

contest for so distinguished an honor no

part of their public or private career
has escaped. If either of them had been

unworthy or if there had been any stain

upon their public record, it could not

have escaped public attention and sharp

criticism. The fact that there has been

no suggestion of a weak place in the

character or public record of either is

gratifying to every man who loves the

State.

Let nobody suppose that the contest is

the less spirited because it is waged upon

a high plane. It is hotly contested. The

freinds of each of the candidates have

done everything that could be done, con-

sistent with honor, to secure the election
of his favorite. There will be no let-up

until the selection is made.

It is an honor to the State that is

what this Senatorial contest is and every

man who has followed it has felt to hope

that the high standard upon whch it is

being waged may set the pace for future

contests for positions of honor in North

Carolina. It is creditable alike to all

the candidates, to their managers and

friends, to the press, and to the groat

host of Democrats who are deeply -

csted in the result.
On this Sunday morning, as good men

contrast this contest with the mud-

slinging and unworthy methods that so

often characterize a contest for a great

office, they will be prouder of their State

and its people than ever before, and they

will agree that the man named as Sen-

ator, whether his personal choice or not,

has borne himself in a wav to show that

he is worthy of the confidence of the

people and the highest honors within its

gift.

COWARDLY AND MURDEROUS.

The whole country was shocked by the

cowardly and murderous attack made by

Lieutenant Governor Tillman, of South

Carolina, upon Editor Gonzales, of the

Columbia State. No more disgraceful

scene was ever witnessed in the South,

and it has no parallel except the damna-

ble assassination of Governor Goebel, of

Kentucky.

More than six months ago, when Till-

man became a candidate for Governor,

the State opposed his nomination upon

the ground of his unfitness. It made its

charges openly in its editorial columns,

and though the State is not in favor with

the dominant faction in South Carolina,

its opposition availed to prevent the

nomination of Tillman. During all the

weeks that Mr. Gonzales was exposing

the character of Mr. Tillman, when he

might have pleaded red-hot indignation

as a defense for a murderous attack, the

Lieutenant Governor did not resent the

charges except to deny them on the

stump. If, upon the day following the

election, smarting under defeat, the

Lieutenant Governor had attempted to

kill Editor Gonzales, his friends would

have said there was some palliation for

the crime. But to wait several months

nursing his wrath, and to shoot his de-

fenceless and unarmed enemy without
notice, is nothing less than premeditated

• cold-blooded murder, if Mr. Gonzales

should die, and will merit the infliction

of the severest penalty of the law.

Mr. Gonzales is easily one of the ablest

editors in the country. He has made

the State a great paper. It is a model

as to news, and its editorial page shows

in every line the intellect and heart of

a true man and true patriot. The at-
tempt to murder him because he stood

for the highest civic virtue is a blow at

honest and manly journalism every-
where.

T,rayers will go up for the recovery of

tfe manly editor whose courageous de-

votion to the public and to the com-

monwealth jeopardized his life.

HOW INTANGIBLE PROPERTY
SHOULD BE TAXED

The time was when railroads, express

companies and other quasi-public corpor-

ations successfully contended that they

ought to be taxed only upon their visible

tangible property. In last Sunday's

News and Obse.rver, in an editorial upon

the method of taxing quasi-public cor-

porations, the opinion of Justice Miller

was quoted, approving the method pre-

scribed in the Revenue Act of 1901 in

North Carolina, and declaring that

“whatever property is worth for the pur-

poses of income and sale it is also worth

for taxation.”
The Nichols Law of Ohio required cer-

tain incorporated companies doing busi-
ness in that State to file a return to the

State Board of Assessors setting forth

among other things the number of shares
of capital stock, the par and market

value thereof, and when the shares had
no market value, their actual value at

the date of the return; also a statement

in detail of the entire real and personal

property of the company, where it was

located and its value. The assessments
were made by the board, being guided
by the rule laid down that the value of

the property for taxation should be de-

termined by the value of the entire cap-

ital stock of the company, etc. The

value of properties belonging to certain

express companies doing business in the

State of Ohio, w;as assessed, including

both tangible and intangible property.

Bills were filed to enjoin the collection

of these taxes on the ground that the

companies had no property in the State

of Ohio except certain horses, wagons,

harness and the like.

The questions involved were pass-

ed upon by the Supreme Court of the

United States in Adams Express Com-

pany v. Ohio, 165 U. S. 194, chief Justice

Fuller, delivering the opinion of the

court, at pp. 221 and 222, says:

"No more reason is perceived for lim-
iting the valuation of the property of

express companies to horses, wagons and
furniture, than that of railroad, tele-

graph and sleeping car companies, to
road-bed, rails and ties; poles and wires;
or ea.rs. The unit is a unit of use and
management, and the horses, wagons,
safes, pouches and furniture, the con-
tracts for transportation facilities; the
capital necessary to carry on the busi-
ness, whether represented in tangible or
intangible property, in Ohio, possessed a
value in combination and from use in
connection w.ith the property and capital
elsewhere, which could as rightfully be
recognized in the assessment for taxation
in the instance of these companies as
the others.”

A petition for rehearing was filed in

the case. (Adams Express Company v.

Ohio, 166 U. S. 185.) The petition was

denied by Justice Brewer, who uses the

following language, in delivering the

opinion of the court;

“In the complex civilization of today a
large portion of the wealth of a commu-
nity consists in intangible property, and
there is nothing in the nature of things

or in the limitations of the Federal Con-

stitution which restrains a State from

taxing at its real value such intangible
property.” * * *

“It matters not in what this intan-
gible property consists, whether privi-
leges, corporate franchises, contracts or
obligations. It is enough that it is prop-

erty which though intangible exists,

which has value, produces income and

passes current in the markets of the

world. To ignore this intangible prop-

erty or to hold that it is not subject to

taxation at its accepted value, is to

eliminate from the reach of the taxing
power a large portion of the w'ealth of

the country. Now. whenever, separate

articles of tangible property are Joined
together, not simply by a unity of own-
ership, but in a unity of use, there is
not infrequently developed a property,

intangible though it may be, which in

value exceeds the aggregate of the value

of the separate pieces of tangible prop-

erty. Upon what theory of substantial
right can it be. adjudged that the value

of this intangible property must be ex-
cluded from the tax lists, and the only

property placed thereon be the separate

pieces of tangible property? * * *

“What a mockery of substantial jus-

tice it would be for a corporation whose

property is worth to its stockholders for

the purposes of income and sale $16,-

800,000. to be adjudged liable for taxa-

tion upon only one fourth of that amount.

THE VALUE WHICH PROPERTY
BEARS IN THE MARKET. THE

AMOUNT FOR WHICH ITS STOCK CAN

BE BOUGHT AND SOLD, IS THE REAL

VALUE. BUSINESS MEN DO NOT PAY

CASH FOR PROPERTY IN MOON-
SHINE OR DREAMLAND. They buy

and pay for that which is of value in

its power to produce income, or for pur-

; poses of sale.” * * *

“In conclusion, let us say that this

is eminently a practical age; that courts

must recognize things as they are and
as possessing a value which is accorded
to them in the markets of the world, and

that no finespun theories about situs

should interfere to enable these large

corporations, whose business is carried
on through many States, to escape from

1 bearing in each State such burden of
taxation as a fair distribution of the ac-
tual value of their property among those
States requires.”

WILLHAVE THE “OLDRELIABLE. ’

Mr. W. M. Rogers, a veteran Member

of the News and Observer staff, return-
ed yesterday from a trip to Moslem
North Carolina in the into" st of "the

Democratic Bible.” He found the West-

ern Democracy, like the Piedmont, Cen-

tral and Eastern Democracy, baa’.mg on

’ “the Oil Reliable.” and booked eighty-
four new daily subscribers, to be added

i to the already large list in that seel ion.
The News and Observer is pressing

far the 5 0,000 mark of daily subscribers.

(Seneca.)

I It is often better not to see an insult
than to avenge it.

GIFTS AND BEQUESTS TO EDUCA-
TION IN 1902.

Appleton’s Annual Encyclopedia con-

tains a statement giving the large be-

quests for educational and charitable in-

stitutions in the United States during the

past year. The list would fill seven

columns of this paper. It has been care-

fully prepared and is the most accurate

information that could be gathered. No

attempt is made to add up the gifts and

bequests, but they far exceed one hundred
million dollars.

This writer has carefully gone over

the full statement of each bequest, and

finds that of the total number, 261, only

14 give anything to the Southern educa-

tional or charitable institutions, and most

of these are to institutions for the edu-

cation of the negro. The only donation

in the list to a school for negroes in

North Carolina is the "residuary estate”

of Mrs. Julia Brick, of Brooklyn, N. Y.,

to the Joseph K. Brick Agricultural, In-

dustrial and Normal School, in Edge-

combe county.

The only gifts to North Carolina insti-

tutions for the white youths are $30,000

to Elon and the gifts of the Messrs.
Duke to Trinity College. The full list of

gifts and bequests to the South is as
follow,s:

Ball, Mrs. Sarah C. 8., Galveston, Tex.,

gift to Austin Theological Seminary,

$75,000.
Billings, Robert C., Boston, gives to

four institutions for the negroes of the

South an equal portion of $1,000,000 to

be divided between 126 educational and

charitable institutions.

Brick. Mrs. Julia Elma Brewster,

Brooklyn, N. Y.. to Joseph K. Brick Ag-

ricultural. Industrial, and Normal School,

Edgecombe County, North Carolina, her

residuary estate.
Carroll, Mrs. Mary Austin, Boston,

Mass., gift to the University of Virginia,
a pledge of SIO,OOO annually.

Duke. James 8., New York city, gift

to Trinity College, Durham, N. C., a new'

library building, SIO,OOO for the purchase
of books, and funds for the establishment
of chairs in German, Romance Lan-

guages, Political Economy and Applied
Mathematics.

Duke, William W., New York city,

gift to Trinity College, Durham, N. C..
a dormitory.

Glover, Joseph 8., Boston, Mass, Hamp-

ton Normal and Agricultural School and
Tuskcgec Normal and Industrial School,

$237,000.
Haggin, Mrs. J. 8., New York and

tucky, gift to Ashland Seminary, Ver-

sailles, Ky., to restore dormitory, at

cost $20,000.
Haggin, Mrs. James Ben All, New

York city, gift to the Episcopal Diocese

of Lexington. Ky., conditional on Ash-

land Seminary being always at Versailles,
funds for the Margaret Hall.

Huntington, Mrs. C. P., New York:

Hampton Institute, a new, library build-
ing; Tuskeegcc, a new academy building.

Lcese, Mrs. S. P., New York, bequests
to Central University of Kentucky, $25,-

¦ 000; and Leese Institute of Jackson, Ky.,

$15,000.

Palmer, Francis A., New York: Elo*

College, N. C.. $30,000.
Rice, William Marsh, New York, be-

quest to Rice Institute of Houston, Tex,,

1 the bulk of his estate of $8,000,000.

Tuskegeo (Ala.) Institute, gift from *

1 friend, for a girls’ dormitory, $25,000-

So far as the South is concerned, how-

ever, in its educational progress, the past

year marked the most important gift and

wise direction of help for Southern edu-

cation in the history of the country. It

Is thus outlined by Appleton:
“John D. Rockefeller proposed to en-

dow a corporation, known as the Gen-

eral Education Board and created by

an act of Congress in 1902, with a sum

understood to be $10,000,000. The object

of the corporation, as set forth in the

act, is “the promotion of education

wjthin the United States of America,

without distinction of race, sex, or

creed,” and the corporation is authorized
"to establish, maintain, or endow, or

aid others to establish, maintain, or en-
dow, elementary or primary schools, in-

dustrial schools, techinacal schools, nor-
mal schools, training-schools for teach-

ers, or schools of any grade, or higher

institutions of learning; to employ or aid

others to employ teachers and lecturers;

to aid, co-operate with or endow' associa-

tions or other corporations engaged in

educational work within the United

States of America.” The corporators’

names in the bill are William H. Bald-
win, Jr., Jabez L. M. Curry, Frederick T.
Gates, Daniel C. Gilman, Morris K.

Jesup, Robert C. Ogden. Walter H. Page,

George Foster Peabody, and Albert
Shaw.”

It is well understood that the object

of this board is chiefly to assist the

Southern States which, in the poverty

that followed war, have been struggling

to provide education for the children. The

first steps already taken have shown a

broad and wise* spirit, and under the

control of the men who are the corpora-

tors of the General Education Board
the policy has been to work in perfect

harmony with the State authorities. In

North Carolina the board has been in

complete accord with the Governor, State

Superintendent Joyner, and Dr. Charles

D. Mclver, who represents North Carolina

on the Southern Educational Conference

Executive Committee. This State is go-

ing forward of its owji motion and in

its own way to educate the children. Be-

cause, after 1908 no citizen can vote un-

less he can read and write extraordinary

efforts are now being made to reach all

the children. In this great work, —the

important and the most difficult—the

people of North Carolina are glad to

have the assistance and co-operation of

the General Education Board.

The people of Durham will be true to

their own interests if they refuse to per-

mit the Southern Railway to erect a
wooden addition to its excuse for a depot

within the fire limits. It allows no such

privilege to its biggest tax-payer. It

should give to the Southern Railway no

special privilege.
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THE COAL TRUST ADDS IMPU-
DENCE TO WHOLEBALE

LARCENY.

The coal situation is acute in all parts

of the Republic, except in the South- An

abundance of wood saves the South from

the suffering and the injury to business

that almost paralyzes commerce in many

towns and cities. The South has felt the

injury caused by the action of the coal

trust, but Its loss and troubleg are com-

paratively small.

A few days ago this paper pointed out

that the coal carrying railroads, which

own the coal mines, were responsible for

the whole trouble. They control the Re-

publican party which has not dared to

take any strenuous action to relieve the

situation.
Yesterday’s New York. American con-

tained a vigorous editorial, in large type

that filled an entire page, that put the

responsibility where it rightly belongs.

Under the headline, “The Coal Trust
Adds Impudence to Wholesale Larceny,”

the American said:
“The only dealer in coal that is not tak-

ing advantage of the cold weather and

the short supply to steal is the Coal
Trust, the virtuous and public-spirited |
Coal Trust. The ‘lndependents,’ the

wholesalers and the retailers may be en-

gaged in a wicked game of gouge, but
not the good Coal Trust.

“That, in effect, is what Mr. George F.
Baer declared before Mayor Low and

mankind on Tuesday.
“ ‘The unfounded assumption,’ he

said, ‘that there is a coal combina-
tion of which I am the reputed head

is daily made by certain newspapers.

THERE IS NO SUCH COMBINA-
TION- I am responsible for the acts

of the companies of which I am the
president, but I am p«rwerless to con-
trol the action of other companies

and of the individual operators.’
“And later Mr. George F. Baer pro-

nounced the charge that there is a com-
bination to be ‘an infamous lie.’

‘ Who is this Mr. George F. Baer that
resents as infamous the accusation that

he is in a coal combination to fleece the

public?
“Mr- Baer is at the head of the com-

bined Philadelphia & Reading-New Jer-

sey Central System, and as such repre-
sents the controlling interests in the an-
thracite business. More than that, he is
president of another combination —the
Temple Iron Company, which Is com-
posed of the presidents of the leagued
coal-carrying railroads that comprise the

Coal Trust. That is to say, MR.

GEORGE F. BAER IS PRESIDENT OF

THE COAL TRUST.
“Behind Mr. Baer, who so violently ob-

jects to having it intimated that he is

capable of being a member of a thieving

combine, looms, of course, the figure of
his master, Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan. But
for all public purposes MR. GEORGE F.
BAER IS THE CHIEF OF THE COAL
TRUST, THE MOST PITILESS COM-
BINE ORGANIZED FOR PLUNDER
UNDER WHICH THE COUNTRY IS

SUFFERING TODAY-
“According to Mr. Baer, the ‘independ-

ents’ have broken loose from the lease
of the Coal Trust and are hunting the

dollars of the well-to-do and the pennies
of the poor on their own account.

“If that were true, if Mr. Baer had
suddenly lost control of the ‘independ-
ents’ whom it cost Mr. Morgan so much

trouble to bring to heel, how long would
he permit Mr. Baer to reta’n his posi-

tion? Mr. Morgan has no use for in-
competents-

“No doubt the ‘independents’ are do-
ing what they can to reap as much as
possible of the famine harvest for them-

selves. So are the wholesalers and re-
tailers —or at least such of them as are
moved in this time of sore public need
and suffering by none save ‘business’

reasons.
‘‘BUT THE FACT REMAINS THAT

THE COAL TRUST, MR. GEORGE F.
BAER PRESIDENT, IS MASTER OF
THE COAL SUPPLY. AND THERE-
FORE OF THE WHOLE SITUATION.

“How so?
“Because the eoal-mining and coal-

carrying railroads own more than ninc-
tenths of the anthracite deposits and
mine three-qvarters of the product- AVe
have the word of the United States In-
dustrial Commission for that, and other
experts put the Trust’s proportion of the
coal still higher.

“Will even Mr. Baer, whose nerve
seldom fails him, have the assurance to
pretend that those who produce one-
quarter of the coal can control the price
of three-quarters produced by the Trust?
It would be a case of the tail wagging
the dog such as has never been seen. As
well say that a little dry' goods shop cn
Sixth avenue regulates the price-list of
a Broadway department store.

“There are two ways in which the Coal
Trust, Mr. George F- Baer, president,

can break the fuel famine whenever it
chooses to do so.

“One way is to SELL (COAL AT A
REASONABLE PRICE TO ALL COM-
ERS. Who then would pay an unreas-
onable price to the ‘independents’ or an>'-
body else?

“The second way to break the famine
should be familiar enough to the Coal
Trust. It is to REFUSE CARS TO THE
‘INDEPENDENTS,’ if any ‘independent’
there be who is mad enough at this late
day really' to defy the combine of which
Mr. Baer is the head.

“Mr. Baer knows, and every man ac-
quainted with the conditions of the an-
thracite trade knows, that THE INDE-
PENDENTS CANNOT GET A POUND
OF COAL TO MARKET WITHOUT
THE CONSENT OF THE RAILROADS-

“Time was when there were real inde-
pendent operators in Pennsylvania, but
the Trust froze them out by the simple
expedient of refusing them cars to car-
ry their coal. When the purpose was to
crush these ‘independents’ and grab their

. properties, the Trust made full use of its
power as a . transportation monopolist.
But to ask the honest and justice-loving
Mr. Baer to use that power, or even to
threaten to use that power, for the pur-
pose of protecting the people against rob-
bery, would, of course, cause him to
raise his astonished hands in horror.

“There is no mystery at all about this
coal famine. The supply is deficient
because of the long strike, and
everybody who has coal to sell is eag«'

to make money out of the public’s neces-
sities- But it is not the ‘independents,’
the good Mr. Baer to the contrary, who

/are responsible for the outrageous prices
Jto which coal has soared. The Coal

Trust ow ns the anthracite plantation and
the ‘independents’ are its field hands,

who must obey orders or feel the *• hip
of monopoly upon their backs.

“Is it credible by anybody possessed
of common sense that these ‘i&depend-

ents’ are plundering the public for any

other reason than that they have re-
ceived permission to do so from their
master, the Coal Trust?

“And is any one so simple as to be-
lieve that the pillaging field bands are
allow'ed to retain more than a very mod-

erate Bhare of the booty they are gath-
ering in?

“Impudence, added to pillage, Mr. Baer,
does not make pillage less hard to bear.

“THE PEOPLE ARE BEING

ROBBED, AND THE ROBBER IS THE

COAL TRUST.
“If Mr. Baer and his associates, ‘the

Christian men to whom God in His in-
finite wisdom has intrusted the property

interests of the country,’ dislike being

pilloried as plunderers by newspapers
that the Coal Trust cannot control, there

is an easy road away from the unpleas-
ant opeiience.

“LET THEM END THE COAL
FAMINE BY SELLING COAL TO

THOSE WHO WILL SELL IT TO THE
PUBLIC AT A FAIR PROFIT. OR AT
NO PROFIT AT ALL.

“As long ago as September last Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst, editor of the
American, petitioned the Republican Af-

torney General of New York to .apply
the law to the CRIMINAL COMBINA-
TION of which Mr. George F. Baer is the
president. Nothing came of that demand
for justice- But the Democratic suc-
cessor of the Republican Attorney Gon-

-1 eral will in all probability give Mr. Baer
ample opportunity to explain the opera-
tions of the Temple Iron Company.

“InOctober last the editor of the

‘American’ petitioned United States At-
torney-General Knox to prosecute Mr.
Baer and his copartners of the Coal

Trust AS CRIMINALS, and furnished
that officer with proofs of the guilt, un-
der the Federal laws, of the members of
this plundering combine. Mr. Knox has
continued to sleep, but there are encour-
aging indications that Congress will

force President Roosevelt to rouse his
Attorney General from a slumber :or
which the Coal Trust has reason io be
endlessly grateful-

"Mr. George F. Baer has no standing
at the bar of equity. He represents the
Coal Trust, and the Coal Trust repre-
sents a gigantic crime- It is a thief, a
plunderer of every manufacturer, every

store-keeper, every householder, and a
heartless despoiler of the poor.

“Before the president of the Coal Trust
can expect a respectful hearing by the

public and the press he must reform.

“CHEAP COAL, MR. BAER, NOT
CHEAP TALK. IS WHAT THE PEO-

PLE WANT FROM YOU.”

NO LOCAL LEGISLATION SHOULD
BE ENACTED.

In different parts of the State (here

are on foot influences to secure local leg-

islation regulating, restraining or pro-

hibiting the sale of liquor. Some wish

prohibition, some wish dispensary, some

wish to put the burden of obtaining li- J
cense upon the applicant. We speak now’ j
solely of local legislation that is being

asked for by different counties.

It i 3 to be hoped that, except in a case
ofMhe highest emergency like the Wa-
tauga. matter, the General Assembly will
postpone the consideration of all anti- j
liquor or pro-liquor legislation until the

pending general acts are considered and

disposed of. For several years much’
time of the Legislature has been taken

up in the consideration of local dtspen-

sary and local prohibition legislation.,

Before the elimination of the negro vote

this was necessary, but now that the

white people are everywhere in connol,

such legislation ought not to take up the

time of the General Assembly. A gen- 1
eral law that will meet the approval of

a majority of the members with refer-

ence to liquor legislation ought to he

adopted. It ought to apply to every j
county alike, be uniform in its provisions,

and leave to the people of every towm

and city the question whether they will

sell liquor at all, and if so to w'hom and

how. But the law' ought to apply to the

whole State alike. At any rate local

legislation ought to bo postponed until

general legislation is enacted.

HISTORY OF THEPEN ITERTIARY.

A few days ago Judge Graham, raera-

Ler of the House of Representatives from

Granville county, introduced a resolution
requesting the State Treasurer and Su-

perintendent of the State’s Prison to fur-

nish the House with a statement show-

ing the actual cost and the permanent

improvements at the State Prison. It
is doubtful if there is sufficient data in

the possession of these officials to give

the information which the resolution
seeks to elicit.

About a year ago Col. F. A. Olds, after
careful research, wrote an interesting

history of the penitentiary. It gives

much of the information called for by-

Judge Graham’s resolution, and its re-

publicaiion is therefore timely'. We print

it in today’s paper.

Spirit of the Press.

TIMES HAVE CHANGED-
Baltimore Sun.

The Bible lesson of Mir. John D-

Rockefeller, Jr., last Sunday was a prac-

, tical one and of absorbing inter-

est. It dealt with riches and

what we shall give up when

w e follow the Master. The young teacher
took for his te'xt the call of Simon called

Peter, and Andrew, his brother, and of

the sons of Zebedee, and commended

these early disciples highly for the

alacrity with which they gave up their

nets and their boat, which were possibly

their entire possessions, and followed the

Master. Mr. Rockefeller, however, was

careful to impress on his class the fact,

that we in this day and generation are

not called on to surrender all that we

have when we join the church. Incident-

ally he mentioned the case of the rich

young man who kept the commandments
faithfully and then asked the Saviour
what more he could do, evidently expect-
ing to be assured that he had reached
the climax of goodness. But to his dis-
may the Master told him that if he

would be perfect he should soil all lie

had and give it to the poor and then
come and follow' Him. But the young

man W’ent away sorrowful, for he, like
Mr. Rockefeller, had great possessions.
After he had gone the Saviour remarked
upon the difficulties which beset the rich

man on his road to heaven.
Mr. Rockefeller did not refer to this

last reflection, but contented himself
with warning his class not to interpret
the Scriptures too literally. Times have
changed and we must apply the rules of

the Gospel to ourselves as they are modi-
fied by existing conditions. When Christ
said that if we wish to be perfect we
must give up all and follow' Him He did
not mean that, but evidently meant some-
thing else. There is Mr. Rockefeller,
W'ho is perfect, and he not only holds oil

to what he has, but adds a cent or two
to the price per gallon of coal oil and
is getting more all the time. But even if
we are not required to give up our
riches, Mr. Rockefeller said, we are re-
uired to give up something, and each one
of us must decide for himself what he
shall give up. He might have cited the
case of the boys at the boarding school,

when their teacher invited them to give
up something during Lent. The day be-

fore that solemn season began he dis-
tributed slips of paper and invited each

boy to write on a slip the name of some-
thing he was willing to deny himself.
The hat was passed around, tha slips
were collected and on each slip the word

“hash" was written. And so with re-
gard to Mr. Rockefeller’s suggestion.

We can at least give up hash.
The young Bible teacher is entirely

correct in saying that times have
changed since the Gospel was first pro-

mulgated. Ifpresent conditions had pre-
vailed then Simon, called Peter, and An-
drew, his brother, would have had no
net to leave. The fishing industry on
the sea of Galilee would have been con-
trolled by a syndicate and the nets would
have been owned by a trust, and Peter

and Andrew would havp been day labor-
ers, with perhaps an opportunity to buy
stock in the company at market prices.
Zebedee would have been in the posses-

j sion of J. P. Morgan’s shipping combine,

j The ship which was used by the sons of
! every Federal court in Palestine would
j have served injunctions upon the dis-

j ciples to restrain them from carrying out
! the principles of the Sermon on the

Mount and from making any more such
attacks upon property.

Indeed, times have changed greatly
since the days of Robin Hood, more than
a millennium after the rich young man
departed in sorrow. Robin Hood gained

a reputation for charity by robbing the
rich and giving the money to the poor.
And now Mr. Rockefeller, Jr-, gains a
reputation for charity by taking from
the poor and giving to the rich—by put-
ting a few cents per gallon on coal oil

and giving a portion of the money so ob-
tained to a millionaire university- Times,
indeed, have changed. But notwith-
standing the change it will occur to some
that one of the things Mr. Rockefeller

might give up would be the taking ad-
vantage of the distress and necessities

of the people to demand an excessive

price for his oil, the light, and. to some

extent, the fuel, of the poor.

PROUD OF CLEAN ADMINISTRATION.
Williamston Enterprise.

The message as a whole is an able pa-
per, touching every phase of State work
and recommending needed legislation,

especially along Industrial lines. The
management of the different departments

has been satisfactory and the State
should feel proud of the clean adminis-

tration under Democratic rule* with
Charles B. Aycock at its helm.

Uncle Hiram on Higher Criticism.

(C. W. Scarff, in Ram's Horn.)
Me and Martha heard the lecture
At the church the other day.
An’ I'd really like to tell you
What the preacher had to say;

For he talked in measured rhythm
On the "higher criticism, ’*

An' he said, ole-fashioned doctrines
Now have mostly passed away.

I
An’ he said, the lighto’ science
Had full many converts won
Since the higher criticism
Had its noble work begun.

I Jest as if the light o’ man
Coul illuminate God's plan;

Jest as if a tallow candle
Could illuminate the sun.

An’ he told how evolution
Had improved the human face;

How environment assisted
To ameliorate the race-

He harangued the congregation

Over trans-substantiation,
But he scarcely touched the topic
Os the power o’ saving grace.

Me an’ Martha sat an’ listened,

Rut we didn’t understand
What this high toned city preacher
Tried to figure out so grand.

It was all too deep for me.
For I really could not see

How it helped us on our journey
To the bright celestial land.

t

Why this higher criticism?
Why this theorizing craze?

Prying into plans eternal;
Doubting God’s mysterious way,

When the Bible reads so clearly.
Here’s a sample I love dearly,

An’ it’s got enough o’ gospel
For the balance of my days:

"Come ye weak an’ heavy laden.
Come, an’ I will give thee rest;
Drop thy load of sin an’ sorrow';

Lay thy head upon my breast.”
Why don’t every gospel preacher
Try to follow the Great Teacher,

Both in walk and conversation
If they want their labors blest.

1 suppose the world's advancing
At a very rapid rate,

An' my pore old-fashioned notions
May be sadly out o’ date-

But I’llgive this world o’ warning;
I On the resurrection morning
Higher criticism lectures
Won’t unlock the golden gate.

Now show your colors by puttiug your
name to the petition to the Legislature
to pass the Londoi/ bill, the purpose of
which is to remove the saloons. —Green-

' ville Refeetor.
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