
Union Depot Bill Passed
Second Reading.
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whom, pray, do these corporations de-
pend for their very existence, if not the
people? It is necessary to have power

like this lodged somewhere.
“As to the large cities not having

union depots, Boston has a union depot
on the north side of the street, and one
on the south side, for the convenience of
the public, and those stations were estab-
lished by permission of the government
of the State. Congress has just passed

a bill for the establishment of a union
depot, even giving the right to tunnel
under the Capitol. Atlanta has a union
depot, and Raleigh has one.

“This is no attempt to oppress any cor-
poration. I have confidence in our Cor-
poration Commission. It is composed of
just, discreet, learned, able men. Their
record shows they do not want to be un-
just to any corporation. There has been
no objection to their judgments, and
that shows our wisdom in giving them
the power we have.”

Judge Graham also touched upon the
injustice of keeping the people of Dur-
ham waiting for relief from thoir in-
tolerable situation until the law suit is
terminated.

He concluded by saying it was shown
that we had the right to compel the
building of a union depot and that it was
constitutional to delegate that right, be-

cause the Legislature could not be ex-
pected to investigate every case of the

kind that might come up.

General Davidson then took the floor.

He said he was in sympathy with the

general object of the bill- There was

possibly one objection in the form of the

bill. It lay, he said, in the difference be-

tween regulating and legislating. The
bill seams to confer a legislative power
instead of a regulating one- He had

some apprehension that this might be as-
sailed if it ever came before the courts.
“Ishall support the bill,” said he, “When

it is in proper form, and it may be in
proper form now.”

Judge Graham: “I do not thick that
any legislative powers are J« legated.
The Commission could execute their de-
cisions according to the rights given
them by the law of 1899. It seems to me
that is already provided for.”

Mr. Morton said that the gentleman

from Buncombe had expressed his own
opinion. The act of ’99 is direct legisla-
tion, and the duties of the commission
there are entirely ministerial. “But in
this bill we are conferring upon the
commission legislative powers. In all

the cases cited just now it was legisla-
tion directly.”

Judge Graham: ‘‘The gentleman is mis-
taken. The only one in which there was
direct legislation was the Worcester
case.”

Mr. Morton: ‘‘Yes. and I want to call
your attention to the fact that the only

case relating to a union depot was the
one at Worcester, and that was a direct
act of the Legislature.”

Mr. Smith: “Will you tell the differ-
ence in principle between the act of ‘99
and the power to be conferred by this
bill?”

Mr. Morton: ‘‘The act of '99 made rail-
roads and corporations amenable to
the citizens and said specifically that
the commission should regulate rates,
etc. That was a specific law. In this
bill there is no statute saying that at
every junction there shall be a union
depot.”

Mr. Smith: “What is the difference in
principle between compelling a railroad

to build a station and compelling several
to build a union station?”

Mr. Morton: “In our statute you are
the controlling power of one railroad
alone, but hero you confer this power.
You are giving an individual body power
to destroy the property of some corpora-
tion.” ,

Mr. Fuller: ‘‘l am unable to see the
distinction the gentleman from New Han-
over attempts to draw. I cannot see, if
the Legislature has the power to com-
pel a railroad to build a station, how it
changes the status of the act to compel
two or more railroads to build a uhion
depot. Does that change a legislative
to a ministerial act.?”

Mr. Morton: “There is a law saying
that one station may be demanded, but
there is none saying that a union depot
can be required.”

Mr Fuller: “But I have a bill here
that will mako it a law.”

Mr. Morton: “But your bill does not
do that. It simply gives the power to
another body to require it.”

Mr. Fuller: “I must differ with the
gentleman- The bill does exactly as the
act of ’99.”

Mr. Murphey: “I think the principle
involved in the bill is entirely wrong. I
think the advocates of it have come ask-
ing a general statute to right a local
wrong. I asked one of the gentlemen ad-
vocating the bill if it was not for the
special relief of Durham. He said it
was. Now I would be perfectly willing
to do anything for Durham. The argu-
ment in favor of the bill before the com-
mittee relied on the Worcester case, but
there it was a direct act of the Legisla-
ture. We should not confer that power,
but retain it in the General Assembly.”

Mr. Smith: “The question seems to be

narrowed down to one of whether the
power of compelling can or cannot be
granted by a legislative act. It seems to
me that the argument of the gentleman

from New Hanover and the gentleman

from Rowan comes too late. The power
vested in the Railroad Commission is
already conferred by the act of '99- If
that act does not confer legislative pow-
er. then this act does not.

“In the large cities the fact that there
are stations on different streets is for
the very reason this bill is introduced, for

the accommodation of tho public. It
seems to be admitted that the bill should

be passed to accommodate a certain
place. Why not for any and every place?
I can see the distinction drawn, but it
is only a distinction, and not a differ-
ence.”

Mr. White, of Halifax: “If I under-

stand anything of the act of '99, it was
for just this thing, to establish facilities
for the public- The Legislature is only

in session every two years, and the peo-
ple could not come up here for every-
thing of this kind that they needed. The

reason for the establishment of the Cor-

poration Commission was that they might
look after individual cases of this kind.
I would not vote to give ony one city

privileges that, another city could not

get unless they came up here in two
years from now. If the commission has
power in the case of one railroad, why

not in inure than one?”

At this juncture Mr. Fuler called for

the questiou, but yielded to Mr. Parker,

of Wayne.
Mr. Parker: "l respect the rights of

railroads and all corporations. I wish

it were possible that we could enact

some law to invite and encourage out-

side capital to come into the State, and

I am not unmindful of the advantages

of having railroads. But, sir, the rail-
roads have not been restricted or taxed
out of existence. They have grown
wealthy and powerful. As a member of

the committee I voted for that bill. I
recognized that the people have a right

to control the common carriers. For that

reason they established the Corporation
Commission, and gave it the P°wer to

establish stations wherever needed. Now
there might come a time when necessity

demanded a union station. There is no

tribunal except this body once in two

years. Therefore there should be some

tribunal before which the railroads and

the people might present a case.”
Mr. Brittain: “I have known some-

thing of this Corporation Commission,

and I think it has the power to make

any railroad company build a suitable

depot- But I shall certainly oppose dele-

gating to it the power to compel two or

more railroads to lnter-marry and build
a union station.”

Mr. Self: “I want to know something

about the right to appeal- In the act
of '99 I do not find any right of appeal

except in the matter of rates.”
Mr. Fuller: “As I understand it, this

is only an amendment to that act, and
the right of appeal lies with the Supreme

Court. I again ask that the question
be put.”

Judge Graham called for the ayes and
noes, and the call was sustained.

The vote is given above.
When Dr. 1. G. Riddick, cf Youngs-

ville, explained his vote, he said:
“If I had been undecided before, the

progress of this vote would have decided
me. I have always been taught that
when the Republicans vote against a
measure, I ought to vote for it.” (Laugh-
ter and applause.)

This brought Mr. Bowman, of Mitchell,
to his feet to correct the gentleman. He
had voted “aye.”’

Dr. Riddick: “Well, there is one good

Republican.” (More laughter.)

SOME IMPORTANT BILLS.
A bill by Mr- Drewry would require all

trained nurses to be registered by the
State. It provides that until January
Ist, 1904, nurses shall be eligible for
license and registration who are 23 years
or over, who hold certificates of training
from some incorporated hospital or from
a State Hospital for the Insane, or who
can furnish proof of four consecutive
years of experience in a hospital.

A State Board of Examiners of Train-
ed Nurses is provided for. consisting of
seven members, three physicians, ap-
pointed by the Governor from a list of
seven submitted by the State Medical
Society, and four licenced nurses, mem-
bers of the North Carolina State Nurses’
Association, from a list of nine submit-
ted. This board is to examine the can-
didates for license. It is to be elected for
three years.

Mr. Erwin proposes by a bill that all
hospitals, homes or schools for the insane
shall become part of the system of public
charities of the State. When it is deem-
ed advisable to detain a person in any
private hospital, two persons, one cf
whom must be a physician, not connected
with any private hospital, shall make
affidavit before a justice of the peace or
a clerk of the Superior Court that they
believe him to be a fit subject for com-
mitment. The clerk of the court may,
if he 3ecs fit, issue warrants and have
the alleged insane person brought be-
fore him. In the case of inebriates, a
period of not more than six months’ de-
tention shall be prescribed by the clerk
of the court.

The expected bill to provide for the
revision of The Code made, its appear-
ance. It was introduced by Mr. Daniel,
of Warren, and authorized the Governor
to appoint a commission consisting of
three members and a secretary, to do the
work- The members are to receive as
compensation $1,200 a year for two years
beginning at the adjournment of this
General Assembly. '

THE DAY IN DETAIL.
The House at ten o'clock was called

to order by Speaker Gattis and opened

with prayer by Rev. Mr. Bradshaw.
The journal was road and approved, it

taking twenty minutes for the reading.

PETITIONS.
McNeill, of Scotland: In support

of London bill for temperance.
Daniel,' of Warren: For temperance

legislation-
Daniel, of Vance: Petitions for and

against temperance legislation
Like petitions were presented by rep-

resentatives from Mecklenburg, Samp-

son, Carteret, Catawba, Pitt. Forsyth,
Edgecombe and Northampton counties.

King, of Pitt: From Pitt in favor of

Reformatory.

BILLS REPORTED FAVORABLY.
To repeal law relating to time of set-

tlement of taxes by sheriff of Haywood

count.
To authorize Haywood count yto levy

special tax to build a bridge.
To allow Graham county to issue bonds.
To allow Waynesville to issue bonds.

BILLS INTRODUCED.
Phillips: Memorial to Congress for ap-

propriation to clean out Shallotte river
in Brunswick county.

Graham, of Granville: To change date
of closing of fiscal year from November
30 to August 31.

Graham, of Granville: To amend laws
of 1901 relating to tax on merchants,
tax on liquor dealers and on dealers in
cigarettes.

Craig, of Rowan: To prohibit the man-
ufacture and sale of liquor in portions of
Rowan county.

Riddick, of Franklin: To amend laws
of 1899 relating to divorce in case of
abandonment.

Britt, of Robeson: To amend laws of
1887, relating to cartways.

Duncan, of Sampson: To allow surplus
of jail tax in county to go to general j
fund.

Bullard, of Cumberland: Incorporating (
the Supreme Council of the Daughters

and Sons of Zion-

Kinsland. of Haywood, by request: To

prohibit sale and manufacture of liquor .
in Wilkes.

Hooker, of Beaufort: To incorporate j
the Charitable Brethren of Beaufort j
county.

Price, of Stanly: For the relief of j
Mary Allison. i

Warren, of Person; For relief of Julia

Howard and Annie Whitted, of Person.
Daniel, of Vance: To abolish office of

standard keper in Vance county.
Hinton, of Posquotank: To incorporate

the Elizabeth City Fire Company.
Drewry, of Wake: To provide for

State registration of trained nurses.
Luther, of Montgomery: Relating to

pay of witnesses in Stanly county.
Morris, of McDowell: For the relief

of Hubert Powell.
\ ann. of Hertford: To repeal law of

1901 relating to sale of mine in Hertford
county.

Daniel, of Warren: To provide for
codification of laws.

Erwin, of Burke: To provide for treat-
ment and care of certain insane, idiots
and inebriates.

Grant, of Davie: For the relief of Susie
Jones, of Davie county.

JOHNSTON PROHIBITION.
The bill to prohibit the manufacture of

liquor in Johnston county, and its sale
outside of towns of less than one hun-
dred bona fide inhabitants, passed its
se\ ci al readings, only one dissenting
vote, that of Mr. Bryan, of Wilkes-

Mr. of Johnston, explaining the
bill, stated that it was an issue in the
campaign, and was almost, unanimously
approved by his people. Since surround-
ing counties had prohibited the manu-
facture of liquor, there was a tendency to
make Johnston county a dumping ground
for distilleries, legal and moonshine. The
bill did not prohibit the manufacture of
brandy from fruits and berries.

LIVE STOCK RECORD.
The bill requiring all butchers and

dealers in live stock to keep a record
of persons from whom live stock was
purchased, with a description and marks
on same, was strongly opposed by Mr.
Doughton, who declared there was no
demand or need for such a law; that in
his section which was the best live stock
region in North Carolina it would be ex-
ceedingly inconvenient, unpopular and
odious. The bill was laid on the table.

AMENDED TO $1,600.

The bill allowing an appropriation of
two thousand dollars to tho Insurance
Department for clerical assistance, com-
ing up on second reading, Brittain of-
fered to amend by inserting sixteen hun-
dred dollars.

Mr. Drewry read a telegram from A.
W. McAllister, manager of three insur-
ance companies of Greensboro, strongly
approving the bill, stating that the in-
surance department had been of more
benefit to North Carolina than any other
institution, and any measure looking to
giving it more aid and encouragement
would prove a paying investment.

He also read a letter from Insurance
Commissioner Young, stating that with
the immense amount of clerical work of
the department, the present appropria-
tion of one thousand dollars was entirely
inadequate. Mr. Drewry then stated, that
while he felt satisfied that sixteen hun-
dred dollars was not enough, yet in
deference to the views of a large num-
ber of members, he would accept the
amendment providing for sixteen hundred
dollars, instead of two thousand. Passed
final reading as amended.

UNION DEPOT BILL.

The bill amending the Aet of 1899. in-
toduced by Mr. Fuller, of Durham, so

i that the Corporation Commission shal!
be given power in its discretion to com-

! pel the building of union passenger de-

i pots in towns or cities which two or
more railroads enter, was next taken up.

Mr. Fuller defended it in a very able
and forcible "manner, stating that the
imputation that it was entirely of a
local nature was utterly at fault. It
asked for nothing but the stipulation of

a certain power residing in the Corpora-
tion Commission. Nothing in the bill
compels the commission to do anything.

Tt is merely an appeal from the long suf-

fering people to have to some tribunal
before which they can appeal.

As an instance of disregard for tho
convenience of the people on the part

of the railroads, Mr. Fuller told of the

terrible conditions existing at Durham.
The constitutionality of the bill was

shown by Mr. Fuller, who read from
many authorities to support his claim.

In opposing the bill, Mr. Morton, of

New Hanover, said from the statements

made before the committee, he was con-
vinced that the city of Durham was
sadly in need of a depot, and he posi-

tively hoped it would get one. The trouble
about the present bill was, that it pro-
posed to delegate to three men the
power to compel corporations to go into
partnership, and become joint owners of

property, with the power to compel them
to place buildings on land that might bo
held at enormous values. Citing an in-
stance in Massachusetts, he said the city
of Worcester needed a depot, and could
not get it. They went before tho Legisla-

ture and obtained a law there in that
particular case, compelling six railroads
to build a Union Depot, and if the city
of Durham would present such a meas-
ure to t?iis Legislature, he had no doubt
relief would be cheerfully granted. “I
for one,” said he, “Ibelieve I w ould vote
for it, but I cannot vote for a general

law such as the one proposed, giving to
three men the powers contemplated.”

THE JOINT SESSION.

Judge Graham, of Granville, was pro-
ceeding to speak in support of the hill,
when the approach of the Senate was an-
nounced. and the joint session of the
two bodies was held, a ballot being taken
for United States Senator without result,
and an adjournment of the joint session
was had until today at noon.

GRAHAM ON DEPOT BILL.
.Judge Graham proceeded to discuss the

merits of the proposed bill to give the
Corporation Commission power to com-
pel the erection of Union depots. He
read from numerous authorities to show
that the law was constitutional. He
said the demand for this law was urgent,
and it was a shame and disgrace that
the people of Durham had been made
to suffer so long.

General Davidson, of Buncombe, en-
quired if the supporters of the bill had
enquired into the question as to whether
or not the act will not confer upon the
commission the right to legislate. He
was in favor of the object sought, if it
could be attained under the proposed law-.

Judge Graham said this matter had
been carefully examined, and there could
be no question, that under tho powers
conferred in the general aet erecting the
Corporation Commission, the commission
would simply be performing a ministerial
act in exercising the powers delegated
to it by the Legislature.

Mr. Morton again made an argument.

(Continued on Page Four.)
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