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SPOONER BRISTLES
OVER INOIANOU

Intimates That the People
There are Insane.

ACASEOF "MEUNDGOTT”

The People Have No Right to Petition, it Would
Appear From Spooner’s Argument —

McLaurin Answers Him With

Some Plain Truths.
(By the Associated Press.)

Whshjngton, Ja*n. 24.—Constructively

the Statehood bill was today, as usual
before the Senate but as a matter of

fact the admission of the territories was
scarcely mentioned in the course of the

days proceedings. Early in the afternoon
Mr. Spooner, of Wisconsin, took the floor
to discuss the President's action in dis-
continuing the postoffice at Indianola,
Miss., and refusing to receive the resig-
nation of the negro postmaster—Mins.
Cox. He defended the President and
vas responded to by Mr. McLaurin, of
Mississippi, who said there had been no
threats against Mrs. Cox, but who ad-
mitted that she was objectionable be-
cause of her color.

Mr. Spooner said he had no criticism
to make of Mr. McLaurin whose remarks
had been respectful and well tempered
hut that he appeared to justify the at-
titude of the Postmaster General and
the President. He contended that there
was not in Secretary Cortelyou's an-
nouncement of the President's attitude
in the case anything to justify the in-
ference of Mr. McLaurin that it was in-
tended to denounce the entire popula-
tion of Indianola as lawless and brutal.
“No man is less likely than the Presi-
dent to enter upon such a wholesale con-
demnation of the people of Indianola,”
he said.

Mr. Spooner said that the President's
action had been caused by the course of
the minority in the vicinity of the post-
office. Mrs. Cox, Mr. Spooner declared,
has as much right under the Constitution
and the laws to hold her office without
restraint and duress as has any mem-
ber of the Senate to hold his sent in the
Senate chamber.

Detailing the proceedings at the mass-
meeting at which Mrs. Cox’s resignation
was requested. Mr. Spooner said the cir-
cumstances were such as to convince
anyone that she was not a free agent in
the matter. “When before,” he asked,
“had it. beer left to a local mass-meeting
to accept resignation of a Federal office-
holder and fix the time within which it,
should take efleet?” Whether this course
on the part of the TV"'*'ng had indicated
the presence of a lav-less and brutal ele-
ment depended, the Senator said, on the
point of view. He called attention to
the fact that the sheriff of the county
was among the participants in the meet-
ing. eplying to Mr. Tillman Mr. Spooner
said “(hat the sheriff is the conservator
of the peace—up North." To this Mr.
Tillman responded that he had not ob-
served that generally sheriffs devote
themselves to duty of acting as body
guards for the people. Proceeding. Mr.
Spooner said the sheriff had not denied
the statement credited to him. He again
referred to the sheriff’s participation in
the mass meeting, and asked whether
Mrs. Cox would have resigned of her
own free will hut for the pressure thus
brought upon her. The woman’s com-
pliance with the request for her resig-
nation was. he asserted, an attitude of
fear, of supplication to what she consid-
ered a superior power.

He appreciated icacy of the sit-
uation of the people of the South, he
said, and sympathized with them in their
difficulties. It must, however, be borne
in mind that in this case the objec-

tion was to a woman of good character.
The fact of her sex. the Senator thought,

went far toward justifying the charges
that the conduct of the meeting was
brutal as had been indicated in Mr. Cor-
tflyou's note.

Mr. Spooner read a letter to the Post-

office Inspector from Congressman-elect
Murphy Humphrey, bearing upon the

Indianola case, in which he stated that a
"majority of the people of Indianola are
opposed to the course of the minority in
insisting upon Mrs. Cox’s resignation.”
This statement, he said confirmed the
charge of undue pressure and of lawless-
ness.

Procoding, Mr. Spooner said the Presi-
dent knew that Mrs. Cox did not wish
to resign and had accordingly refused
1o have the offices vacated. The people
themselves, to all intents and purposes,
had closed the office. In pursuing the
course he did. the President had acted
upon a principle vital to the strength and
virilitty of the preservation of the Gov-
ernment, namely, that the Federal Gov-
ernment shall be allowed to conduct its
own affairs without regard to local pres-
sure. The maintenance of this principle,
M -. Spooner said, was essential and de-
clared that the President had acted upon
this principle in refusing to accept Mrs.
Cox’s resignation.

Mr. Spooner read two letters from A.
B Weeks, one of which caused consider-
able amusement as Week’s was a can-
didate for the office. He also read a
letter from J. L Davis, Mayor of In-
dianola. who wrote the inspector that
he thought the best way out was to
get Mrs. Cox to resign, thatt he wanted
"no unpleasant affairs to deal with as
mayor.” The mayor was a partner and
brotlier-in-law of Weeks.

He also read a portion of the report of
Inspector Fitzgerald, detailing an inter-

view with the sheriff and mayoi*. The

former acknowledged that he had been

correctly reported In the Inspector s re-

port concerning the postoffice affair.

Mr. Spooner reverting to the President,

said ho hoped he would continue his

course until the people of Indianola re-

gain their reason.
The war, he said, was fought on the

principle of the right of the Federal

Government to control its affairs every-

where without the consent of the States.

Mr. McLaurin, of Mississippi, said he

had not in his former speech discussed
the prosperity of the impropriety of the

President in closing the postoffice at
Indianola, and he contended that noth-

ing he had said, had justified the re-

marks of the Senator from Wisconsin.
He had not, when he first spoke, believed

that the people of Indianola had earned
the epithets of lawless and brutal, which

had been applied by the President’s
secretary, and he repeated that it hal

not even now been shown tfhat the
charge was justified. On the contrary,

he contended that the best feeling ex-
ists between Mrs. Cox and the people of
Indianola, barring the prejudice of race.
That this prejudice exists, the people
had freely admitted, and there was no
disposition to deny it. “It exists," he
said. t"throughout the South, aye,” he
added, “and throughout the North also."
The people had exercised their right to
petition and had done so, and he had
never before heard it argued in the Sen-
ate that the people had not the right to
assemble and make known their wants.
In this case the petitioners did not want
Mrs. Cox as postmaster, and had frankly
said so. Moreover, it was their right to
present this petition to Mrs. Cox, if they

(Continued on Second Page.)

COUNTY HOMEBURNS
One of the Inmates Dies in

the Flames,

The Fire Supposed to Have Been Caused by
Carelessness of a Half-Witted

Negress.
(Special to News and Observer.)

New Bern, N. C., Jan. 24. —The County

Home, about one mile from this city,

was visited by fire this morning about

five o’clock. One inmate, Miss Eelsey

Saddler, formerly of Hyde countty, was
burned alive. Upon investigation there

were found a heart, liver and about six
inches of the victim’s body, which were
gathered up and deposited in a box and
interred in the Home's burying ground.

The Home was superintended by Miss
Fannie Williams, who, witth the assist-
ance of Messrs. White and Bray, nearby
farmers with their hands, confined tho
flames to the two buildings in the Home’s
inclosure. The fire is supposed to have
been started by a half witted colored
woman, who made a fire in Mrs. .Sadd-
ler's room and left the house for water
or wood. Returning she found tho build-
ing in flames. Mr. Quidley, a former
resident of New Bern, was in the ad-
joining room, but was rescued by hard
work of Mrs. Williams, who dragged him
out of the house. The damage is esti-
mated at one thousand dollars, with no
insurance.

BOND ISSUE FOR GOOD ROADS.

Meeting at High Point in its Intnrest---Mr.
Battle Will Accept Call,

(Special to News and Observer.)
Greensboro, N. C., Jan. 24.—At the El-

wood Hotel in High Point last night
there was an enthusiastic meeting of cit-
izens of the place ivvth a committee from
Greensboro to discuss the proposed bill
authorizing a bond issue for the im-
provement of Guilford roads. Clem G.
Wright, of Greensboro, a veritable apos-
tle of good roads, was made chairman of
the meeting and Robert D. Douglas was
reuested to act as chairman There was
substantial agreement that the bond is-
sue is highly desirable- The Greensboro
advocates of good roads were highly
pleased with the treatment accorded them
in High Point. Those who went from
here were: Messrs. J. Van Lind ley, C. G.
Wright, W. S. Thomson and R. D. Doug-
las.

Some important changes to the charter
of the city of Greensboro are in prospect.
One is to reduce the number of aldermen
from twelve to six—one from each of the
six wards. At present there are twelve,
and it is claimed that the body is un-
weildy Another change provides pay for
tho aldermen—something entirely new
here Each alderman, under amendment,
will get S2OO per year. Every time he
misses a board meeting he loses four dol-
lars and every time he misses a com-
mittee meeting he loses two dollars. The
clerk is forced to make these deductions
or pay the bill himself.

Still another change in contemplation
gives the mayor veto power. These
changes will be considered by the hoard
of aldermen Monday night.

The Foisoned Students.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 24.—The condi-

tion of Boyce and McLeod, the medical

students who are desperately ill at tho

Carolina Medical College, the result of
blood poisoning, contracted while in the
dissecting room is unchanged, both are
critically ill and little hope is entertained

for their recovery. Dr. Munroe, presi-
dent of the college, telephones your cor-
respondent tonight that Boyce's condition
shows the least signs of improvement,

while McLeod is the same, both have
high temperatures aud each pulse Is ab-

normal. I

RAILROAD DEBATE
ENLIVENS SENATE

This About Ten People Call-
ing Bond Election.

GUARDING THE REVENUE

The Judiciary Committee Will Now Consider
the Bill Making Drunkenness a Mis-

demeanor With a Cash Pen-
alty for lb

The day in the Senate was one marked
by no especial feature. Many of the
Senators were absent and things went
along listlessly for a while.

This was enlivened late in the session
when an amendment to the charter of

the Pamlico, Oriental and Western Rail-
read was under consideration. It had

been withdrawn from the Committee on
Railroads by request of Senator Justice
and put on the calendar. After a short
explanation of its provisions a roll-call
vote was about to be taken, as the
amendment provided for a bond issue,
when Senator London enquired:

“How many people does it take to call
an election on issuing bonds for the
road?”

“Ten people," was the reply.
This opened up a debate. Senator Lon-

don did not think that ten people should
bo empowered to have an election in any
district, township or county. Senator
Mann said the people of Pamlico would
not be surprised by the bill as they
wanted to aid the raiflroadv and the
small number was to expedite matters.
Senator London did not think that the
expense of an election should be borne
at the request of ten people.

Senator Henderson here took a hand.
If it were a Senate bill he said he would
like to put in an amendment, but he
feared that under the circumstances and
the necessary roll-calls that the act
might invalidated. Senator London
wanted more than ten citizens to ask
for an election..

Senator Brown here came into the de-
bate. He wanted to know to what coun-
ties the bill would apply. "Pamlico and
possibly others." said Senator Justice.
Senator Warren said he was not inter-
ested in the bill, but thought that it ap-
plied to Pamlico and Craven. Senator
Blow asked about the counties that
might be interested, and the Reading
Clerk read from the bill that any coun-
ties in which the road might be con-
structed or any city or town interested.
Senator Blow' recalled hearing that it
might apply to Greenville, New Bern and
Washington.

At this point Senator Brown asked for
the original bill. Senator Mann secured
a copy of the Private Laws of 1891 and
read a section from chapter 461, telling
of the territory that might be inter-
ested.

Finally there was an agreement that
the bill pass its second reading but that
before the third was passed the Senate
would have to be enlightened concerning
the scope of the bill.

The repealing clause as against other
acts in conflict with the hill prohibiting
the manufacture, sale and shipment of
liquor into Scotland county led to an-
other short debate. Senator Burton
feared that this might interfere with the
State’s revenue bill. Senator London
thought not and said the bill was all
right and applied only to Scotland coun-
ty.

Various other Senators spoke on the
bill Senator Henderson thought that the
repealing section was wholly unnecessary
and the printing of these cost money.
Senator London said that the cost of
printing acts making Justices of the
Teace cost far more. Finally objection

was withdrawn and the bill passed.
Senator Norris introduced an impor-

tant measure during the day. It’s pur-
pose is to protect landlords against un-
lawful abandonment by tenants, provid-
ing that where this is done and the
crops are not cultivated, or a person

knowingly harbor, entice or detain such
tenant, then such person and tenant may
be sued singlv or jointly and the judg-
ment shall be double the actual value
of the damages assessed, besides which
the offender shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor and be fined not exceeding $lO9
and a like sum shall be paid by the
person or tenant to any person suing for
the same.

In the substitute bill amending the
charter of Asheville it is provided lhat
the chief of police and superintendent
of water-works shall be elected by the
board of aldermen and the mayor’s salary
shall be fixed by board of aldermen at
not less than SSOO nor more than $1,900.

The Senate spent thirty-five minutes
with the House in joint session for the
purpose of electing a United States Sen-
ator. failed in doing so as was the agree-
ment "with the Democratic members and
then resumed work.

SENATE—SIXTEENTH DAY.

The Senate began its session yesterday
with the President pro tom.. Senator J. A.
Bronw, presiding. Incut. Governor Tur-

ner arrived a few minutes later. Prayer
was offered by Rev. M. M. McFarland
and the reading of the Journal was dis-
pensed with.

PETITIONS.
The following petitions were presented:
By London: From Yadkin county and

from Chatham favoring the London bill.
By Beasley: From Union county for

the London bill. >

By Marshall: From Surry for a pro-

hibition of the manufacture and sale of

Leads al Mopth Carolina Dailies in Hews and .Circulation
liquor within two (miles of New Bethel
Baptist church in Surry.

By Hicks, of Dupl'in: From Duplin for

the London bill.
By Marshall: From Surry and Stokes

for a graded school at Westfield.

By Reinhardt, by request: From Lin-

coln for permission to make brandy from

poaches and fruit without tax.

By Pharr: From Mecklenburg for the
London bill.

Ry Hunter: From Warren for the Lon-

don bill.
BILLS RATIFIED.

The President announced that the fol-

lowing bills had been enrolled and rati-

fied:
H. B. 113. S. B. 165: To provide for a

new arrangement of terms in the Eighth
Judicial District.

LI. B. 160- S. 11. 160: Appointing Rufus
B. Peeler and Frank Morgan as Justices
of the Peace in Rowan county.

H. B. 293. S. B. 182: Inviting non-res-
ident native North Carolinians to visit
Greensboro on “North Carolina Day,”
October 12, 1903.

H. B. 134. S. B. 118: To prevent man-
ufacture, sale and shipping of liquor in

Robeson county.
H. B. 89- S. B. 125: To provide for a

jail and to levy a tax in Bladen.
H. B. 19, S. B. 124: For a special tax

to pay indebtedness in Washington coun-
ty.

H. B. 45. S. B. 73: To exempt Scot-
land county from provision of the act
requiring written consent to hunt on
lands of anotheir.

H. B. 16, S. B. 120: Repealing act giv-
ing SSOO to Elizabeth City Normal and

Industrial Institute-

H. B- 219, S. B. 144: Repealing chap-

(Continued on Third Page.)

VIOLATING MONROE
DOCTRINE,

New York American Says
Uncle Sam Should Call

a Halt,
(Special to News and Observer.)

New' York, Jan. 24.—The New' York

American today editorially declares the

Venezuelan situation shows a violation of

the Morrroe doctrine, that oppression cf

South American countries by European

nations is as much a violation as seizure

of territory, that a halt should be called

at once The american propose an exten-

sion of Monrone doctrine so that it wr ill
mean the States is absolute mas-

ter of this hemisphere, that there must
be no resort to force until wet have passed
upon justice of the claim and that force
shall be used to the extent only and in

manner only prescribed by us because
this half of the world is reserved for Re-

publicanism-

COLLIDE ON TRESTLE
Two Engines go Through.

One Engineer Killed, An-
other Fatally Hurt.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Winston-Salem, N. C.. Jan. 24.—A col-
lision between a double header freght and

work train occurred on the Norfolk and

Western, near Stanly tonight.

The trains met on a sixty-five feet

trestle. Two of the engines went
through the trestle. Engineer Wiley, of
the work train, was killed. Engineer

Spencer, of the freight, was fatally in-
jured. Several others of both crews also

were injured, but not seriously.

TELLER RE-ELECTED
Receives all Fifty-one Demo-

cratic Votes in Joint
Session,

(By the Associated Press.)

Denver. Colo., Jan. 24.—Henry M. Tol-

ler has been re-elected United States j
Senator. He received all the votes of the

Democratic members of the Legislature—-

-51, in joint session this afternoon.

For Nash and Davidson.

(By the Associated Press.)

WASHINGTON, JAN. 24.-THE . SEN-
ATE TODAY PASSED BILLS APPRO-

PRIATING $200,000 FOR APPROPRIATE

HEADSTONES FOR THE GRAVES OF

CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS, WHO DIED

IN NORTHERN PRISONS, PROVIDING
FOR MONUMENTS TO THE MEMORY

OF GENERALS FRANCIS NASH AND j
WILLIAMLEE DAVIDSON, OF NORTH

CAROLINA, BOTH REVOLUTIONARY

SOLDIERS.

Convicts From Bakersvilie.
Forty-four convicts arrived at the

penitentiary Thursday night from

Bakersvilie. in the Western part of the
State. The extreme cold climate of that,

section was much too rigid for them. |

CANNON-CRACKERS
AND SMALL BOVS

Legislature to Choose County
Boards of Education.

GOV. DOUGHION’S BILL

King Introduces the Separate Race School Fund
Bill—To License Music reached—

Rights to Electric Power
Companies.

Small boys, pop-crackcrs, toy pistols,

air guns aud spring guns were under
discussion in the House yesterday.

It was about a bill introduced a day

or two ago by Mr. McNeill, of Scotland,
prohibiting the sale of fire-crackers

more than three inches in length, and top

pistols.
An amendment had been suggested, to

include spring and air guns.

Mr. Blount thought it would be very

selfish to pass such a law. He had ,:n

a boy himself, he said, and he thought
that the happiest memories of many were
connected with bean-shooters, pop guns
and sling shots.

General Davidson strongly defended
the bill, saying he considered air guns
among the most deadly weapons.

Judge Graham and Mr. Offman both
favored letting the boys have the air
guns and spring guns.

Mr. Bowman declared the bill w'ould
save $200,000 a year to the State in
money, besides many lives. Moreover, it
iVould discourage the imbibing by boys
of the habits of desperadoes.

Mr. Drewry favored the cannon cracker
and toy pistol part of the bill, on ac-
count of the saving of property, as well
as lives.

Mr. Bullard, of Cumberland, feared
that the hoys w'ould bore holes in trees
and fill them with dynamite, if they
could not make a noise wdth pop-craek-
crs.

Mr. Hall, of obeson, opposed the whole
thing, bill and amendments.

The matter wr as finally rc-referred to
the Judiciary committee.

Governor Dougnton proposes to change
entirely the method of choosing county
beards of education.

A bill introduced by him yesterday pro-

vides:
"That the General Assembly shall ap-

point three men in each county of good

business qualification and known to be
in favor of public education, who shall
constitute the County Board of Educa-
tion. That the term of office of the said
members of the County Board of Edu-
cation so appointed shall begin on the
first Monday in July after their appoint-
ment and shall continue for two years
and until their successors are appointed
and qualified. That any vacancy in said
County Board of Education from death,

resignation or otherwise, shall be filled
by the remaining members of said
board.”

The hill repeals section 12, chapter 4,

of the Public Laws of 1901, and substi-

tutes tho above.

In accordance with a resolution adopted
at tho last meeting of the State Music
Teachers’ Association, Mr. Fuller intro-
duced a bill requiring vocal music to be
taught in all nubile schools In towns of
over 3,00ft people. The hill further pro-
vides that all teachers of music in in-
corporated institutions be required to
pass an examination before a Board of
Examiners composed of competent mu-
sicians to be appointed by the State
Board of Education.

Mr. Anderson, of Clay, introduced a
hill incorporating the Hiawassee Valley

Railroad Company to run from Hayes-

ville along the Hiawassee River valley

through Clay county southwest and
through Cherokee county, and also to j
extend ihe road to the State lines of
Georgia and Tennessee. The capital stock
is to be $150,000, which may J>e increased

to $1,500,000. The incorporators are

Henry S. Gratz, F. Carr.vl, Edward H.
Jacob, John B. Rhoads, Alfred C. Elking-

ton. J. S. Anderson, N. N. Rodgers, R.

L. Herbert, A. A. Fain, Jas. Vaughn aud
J. W. Ferguson.

A bill by Mr. Self, of Catawba, pro-
poses to give electric power and lighting
companies the same rights of condemning
property, etc., as are now' allowed tele-
graph and telephone companies. It
amends sections 2,007, 2,008, 2,009, 2,010,
and 2,012 of The Code, as amended by
chapter 64, Laws of 1899, by inserting

the words “or electric pow’er and light-
ing" after the w-ords telegraph and
telephone.” Section 2,008 is further
amended by adding “Provided, this sec-
tion shall not be construed as requiring
electric power or lighting companies to
erect offices for public accommodation.”

Another bill by Mr. Self provides that
in any case in which the general law reg-
ulating elections in cities and towns con-
flicts with the charter of a towm or city,
the provisions of the barter shall gov-
ern. This amends section 19 of chapter
750. Laws of 1901, and also section 22.

The House bill for the separate apli-
cation of the taxes of the two races to

the white and colored public schools
has made its appearance. It was expect-
ed. and Mr. King, of Pitt, introduced it.

Th”1 bill strikes out from section 2
of article 9 of the Constitution the last
clause “but there shall be no discrimi-

nation in favor of or to the prejudice)
of either race."

It amends the Constitution so that it

shall be lawful for either race to be

taxed separately and solely for the edu-

cation of its children, but in all cases i
there must be some oublic school facili- •

ties offered the children of each race.

The amendment is to bo submitted at

the next general election to the quali-

fied voters of the State.
Speaker Gattis called \o order at ton

o’clock, and the House was opened with

prayer by Rev. M. M. McFarland, of the

Brooklyn Methodist church.

PETITIONS.
Guion, of Craven: From Craven for

temperance legislation.
Self, of Catawba: From Rev. Dr.

Gwallney and others of Hickory for tem-
perance legislation.

Ricks, of Nash: For temperance legis-
lation.

Price, of Rockingham: For reforma-

tory.

Sugg, of Beaufort: For reformatory.

Blount, of Washington: To forbid dis-
tilling in prohibitive territory.

Curtis, of Buncombe: From 409 citi-

zens of Wilkes for temperance legisla-

tion.
Daughtridge, of Edgecombe: From cit-

izens of Rocky Mount for temperance
legislation.

Parker, of Wayne: For temperance
legislation.

Scott, of Alamance: For temperance

legislation.
Michael, of Watauga: For establish-

ment of teachers normal school in Wa-
tauga.

West, of Cherokee: For relief of a
Confederate veteran.

BILLS REPORTED FAVORABLY.

To allow' surplus special tax of Samp-

son county to be used for general coun-
ty purposes.

To incorporate the Spring Hope Bank-
ing Company.

To incorporate the Bank of Alexander.
(Continued on Page Four.)

W, B, KENDRICK DEAD
Died in Atlanta Yesterday

From Pneumonia.

He Was a Gallant Confaderate Officer and as

Southern £gent of University Publishing

Co. Was extensively Known,

It will be a shock to a large number of

friends and acquaintances to learn of the

death of Captain W. B. Kendrick.
A telegram received yesterday afternoon

from Atlanta told of his death during

the afternoon, resulting from pneumonia.
His remains will reach here this after-

noon over the Seaboard Air Line. No
particulars were obtainable last night as
to the time of the funeral.

Captain Kendrick was w’ell known as a

gallant Confederate officer, as an edu-
cator of great ability, and for many years

as the Southern representative of the
University publishing Company. He has
in connection with this work come in
contact with the leading educators of the
South, and had as large an acquaintance
among the teachers of Virginia, North
and South Carolina and Georgia as any
one man in the South.

Captain Kendrick was a native of

Georgia- He enlisted in the Confederate
army from that State and did gallant
service, attaining the rank of captain.
Before and after the war be was at the
head of flourishing schools in Georgia and
later he accepted a position with the Uni-
versity Publishing Company, which con-
sidered him as one of the most valuable

men in its employ. He had visited every
county in North Carolina, and freucntly

contributing to the papers. He was a man
who loved North Carolina and who did
much to present its advantages. As a lec-

turer he attained a reputation with one

splendid lecture, “Searching For A

Wife.”
Captain Kendrick came to Raleigh from

Gordonsville, Va.. where he lived for some
years. He was sixty-three years old and

had spent twenty-six years in North

Carolina- His w ife, who died here about
the middle of December, was a Miss Nes-
bitt, of Georgia, and to them w'as born

j four children, two of whom are living,

Gerald, now in Schnectady. N. Y-, in the

electrical work and Hugh, now visiting an
uncle in Greenville, Ala. Both are ex-

pected here today.
Captain Kendrick had a large circle of

friends. He was of a kindly, genial dis-

position, and as was in his newer did

much service for the teachers of the State
and for education. Many will feel a per-

sonal grief in his death, which folloed so
soon that of his dewvoted wife, besides

whose remains his body will soon rest in

its last sleep.

Found Dead in His Bed.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Wilmington, N. C., Jan. 24.—8. L.

Wedenfeller, of Charlotte, traveling rep-

resentative of a Northern brewing con-
cern, wras found dead in -bed in his room

at the Orton this evening at 6:30 o’clock.

Mr. Wedenfeller retired very late Friday
night, and thtis morning a porter of the

hotel waited upon him at his room. Mr.
Wedenfeller saying that he preferred to
remain in bed for awhile longer. His
non-appearance at dinner caused no
alarm, as the traveling men frequently
took his midday meal elsewhere. This
evening at the hour named he was call-
ed for supper, but no response was re-
ceived from the room. The door was
opened by the porter and Mr. Wedenfeller
was found dead, reclining in a natural
and easy position. The coroner was sum-
moned and pronounced death due to
acute gastritis. The remains were taken
to Woolvine’s undertaking establishment
and prepared for shipment to Charlotte
tomorrow, where he is pjroinjnent in
business circles.

j Mr. J. W. Cawiou, one of Concord’s
. leading citizens. W'as in the city yester-

day. , .

GRIM WAR SEEMS
READY TO SPRIHG

Refusal to Raise Blockade
Reported in London.

GERMANY SAYS NOTHING

Washington Rtpjrls a Somewhat More Hopeful
Outlook, But Unless ths Blcckadirg

Squadron Drews Off it Fears
Grave Complications.

(By the Associated Press.)

London, Jan. 24.—It was learned today

by a representative of the Associated
Press, that Great Britain, Germany and

Italy have agreed that Minister Bowen's

proposal that the blockade of Venezuela

be immediately raised cannot be enter-

tained, and that coercive action must

continue until a proper guarantee is

forthcoming. The Foreign Offices hold

that any other course would entail a fail-
ure of the attempts to bring about a set-
tlement of diplomacy at Washington.

Regarding the position of the other

claimants against Venezuela, the block-
ading powers contend that their claims

must first be satisfactorily settled before
the demands of countries who are not
actively asserting them can receive at-

tention.

Activity Among Diplomats.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. 24.—An active ex-
change is going on between England and
Venezuela, as reported by Mr. Bowen,

respecting the latter’s proposal to raise
the blockade of the Venezuelan ports as
a condition precedent to further nego-
tiations. The British Government is
showing an amicable spirit in this mat-
ter, and there are hopes of a satisfac-

tory conclusion if Germany can be in-
duced to accept the agreement about to
be arrived at between Ambassador Her-
bert and Minister Bowen. The German
Government, however, has so far re-
turned no answer to Mr. Bowen's propo-
sition, which fact is the subject of un-
pleasant comment here.

It is learned that the guarantees of-

fered by Mr. Bowen are regarded by the

United States Government as eminently

reasonable and sufficient. They include

a propositiou by President Castro to
turn ever the entire Venezuelan customs
system to the allies for the collection of
their indemnities and authorize the allies
to place an official in each of the Vene-
zuelan custom houses to make sure that
they secure their proper proportion of
the receipts.

Venezuela’s initial proposition "to the
allied powers remains unanswered by

Germany and the blockade continues.
This is the situation in a nut shell today,
but it is by no means indicated the dip-
lomatic activity in Washington at this
time. The feeling is increasing here that
unless the blockading squadron withdraws
from Venezuelan waters within a com-
paratively short time grave complica-
tions may arise.

TO DEBATE IN RALEIGH.

The University and John Hopkins Boys Meet
Here in April.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Chapel Hill, N- C., Jan. 24.—The second
annual debate between the Universitty
of North Carolina and John Hopkins
Universitty will be held in Raleigh some
time during April, the exact date as yet
not having been agreed upon. The
question submitted by the boys of the
Monumental City is. “Resolved, that th<
United States Merchant Marine should
not be Subsidized."

The Johns Hopkins students have
chosen the affirmative, and the Tar
Heels will be found advocating the nega-
tive. The question, however, being nega-
tively stated gives the Carolinians in
realitty thte affirmative. This debate
will be hotly and vigorously contested, as
tthe Northerners are yet smarting under
the severe and crushing defeat admin-
istered to them last year in their own
city, and are extremely desirous of an
opportunity to divide collegiate honors.
The “Tar Heels,” too, are equally de-
termined, and the best available men
will be selected to represent the Uni-
versity in this, her greatest debate.

*P.\BKS ABM AMPUTATED.

Bitten by a Young Lioi, Blood Poison Had
Set In.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Winston-Salem, N C-, Jan. 24.—Mr. J.
H. Sparks, the wealthy showman, who

j was bitten by a young lion at Vade Mec-
urn Springs, a summer resort in Stokes

( county a few days ago, had his right arm
| amputated close to the shoulder at the
Ihospital here last night. Blood poison
'had set in as a result of the wounds in-

( dieted by the lion’s teeth. While Mr.
1 Sparks’ condition is more encouraging

; now than it was before his arm was taken

I oft', the attending physicians still have

I fears of serious results. Mr- Sparks'
; family are in Florida. A telegram was
1 sent to his wife today requesting her to

l come here at once. The well known

j showman owns a large Interest in Vade
Mecum springs.

Mr. Roscoe Mitchell becomes editor of

the Elizabeth City North Carolinian. He

| has had experience and possesses real
newspaper talent-
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