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A DAILY THOUGHT.
(Old Saying.)

A promise and its performance should,
like the scales of a true balance always
present a mutual adjustment.

THE HOME COMING OF NORTH
CAROLINIANS.

The more, one thinks of the proposed

re-union of non-resident natives of North

Carolina at Greensboro next October, the

more he is impressed with the value of

the meeting and every citizen of the

State will feel grateful to Greensboro
for its enterprise in taking’ steps to make
the re-union possible.

The Governor's Message was happy and

the Joint Resolution of the General As-

sembly-was cordial and unanimous. The

Governor’s Message was published in
Friday's News and Observer.

The resolution passed by the General
Assembly makes the Home Coming at

Greensboro a State affair. It is as fol-

lows:

"Whereas, Tiie City of Greensboro,
through its chief executive and its In-
dustrial and Immigration Association and
Young Men's Business Association, has
planned a re-union of non-resident native
sons and daughters of North Carolina to
be held at Greensboro on "North Caro-
lina Day,” October 12th. 1903; and,

"Whereas, it is eminently fitting that
on a day set apart by the General As-
sembly one devoted to fostering pa-
triotic love of commonwealth and people,
all spna and daughters of the State
should meet together cn the soil that
gave them birth and there renew the
bonds of love and allegiance to a common
mother:

"Therefore, be it resolved by the Sen-
ate, the House .of Representatives con-
curring, That in hearty concurrence with
this expressed purpose of our City of
Greensboro, the State of North Carolina
unites with its appointed committees of
invitation in extending to the absent sons
and daughters of the State a cordial in-
vitation to visit again the homo of their
nativity, and in assuring them of a wel-
come both hearty and sincere."

THE CASWELL MONUMENT BILL.

A bill has been introduced by Senator !
lVPiiek, of Lenoir county, for the pres- |
, i•. _tlon and restoration of the Caswell
iTuiiiiinir-nt in
monument in rvinsion.

It was tho first monument ever erect-
ed by North Carolina to a North t'aro-
linian, (August 3rd, 18S1), and it sus-
tained serious damages from the great

fires in 1890 that occurred in that town.
It was unveiled in the presence of

thousands of people, hallowed by the

matchless oration of Governor Vance, and

from it went forth a wave that has
widened and deepened,—aroused a State

pride that has culminated in a Confed-
erate monument in the city of Raleigh of

stateliness and great beauty, and caused
to be crowned the eastern Capitol
grounds with the imposing statue of the

best loved of North Carolina statesmen.
A proper appropriation to this worthy

object would meet the full approval of
the people, and the News and Observe;
most heartily endorses this bill to pre-
serve a monument that has such sacred

memories arouud about it.

Davenport’s cartoon, printed elsewhere
by ihe courtesy of Hon. W. R. Hearst, is
the strongest temperance lecture in
America since the death of John B.
Gough.

The record of North Carolina in tho
rast year in the literary field has b/fn
one that gives gladness to all guod/citi-
uens. Prof. D. H. Hill gives it h/vieta/f
in today’s News and Observer. / /

The Senate will win commendation
from Cherokee to Currituck if it will
unanimously pass the Fuller bill before

Tuesday night. All over. the State the
people favor it. because Ihe principle is
a sound one.

i v
If a senatorial primary had named the

Senator, the legislators could have de-
voted all their time to legislative busi-
ness. Besides, when the whole people
speak directly, there is an acquiescence

that is more theerful than when legis-

lators do the choosing. Give us a
legalized primary.

“Ls you do this you’ll ruin the Demo-
cratic party,” and ‘‘lf you don’t do that
you'll ruin the Democratic party,” are
the favorite arguments of lobbyists and
attorneys these days. Nothing can ruin

the Democratic party except failure to do

right and exercise wisdom and common
rouse in doing
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TEMPERANCE LEGISLATION THAT THIS STATE

NOW NEEDS.

There have been introduced in
the present General Assembly sev
eral bills looking; to the stricter 1
regulation of the manufacture and
sale of liquor. These bills have
been introduced in response to a
strong popular demand made by a
large element of the best citizen-
ship of North Carolina. During
the past week the Joint committee
on Propositions and Grievances
gave a hearing to parties who de-

sired to he heard in favor of or in
opposition to tcinnerance or pro-

hibition legislation. The advo-

cates of the pending bills requested
a delay until Wednesday and

Thursday, January 28tli and 29th,
when, it is expected, large delega-
tions will visit Raleigh to present

arguments in favor of positive

progress in temperance legislation.

On Wednesday of last week, how-
ever, several lawyers, employed by

distillers, saloon-keepers, or the Li-

quor Dealers Association, made ar-

guments against both the London
and the Watts hill, protesting vig-

orously against the passage of

either. They wish the legislation
to stand unchanged. In so far as

these attorneys confined their ar-

gument to their attorneyship and |
did not follow it up by grave pre-

dictions of what might happen to
the Democratic party if their cli-
ents got mad—so far their argu-

ment was entitled to the same

weight of an attorney’s plea in a

court of justice. Any lawyer has a

right to accept a fee to represent
the distillers and liquor dealers be-

fore the committees of the General

Assembly, just as he has a right in

court to represent a man charged

with any crime. As an attorney in
court, it would be unprofessional
for him to take jurors by the arm 1
and whisper to them about the

case on trial. He must confine
himself to the examination of wit-
nesses and legitimate argument to

the jury. Just so the lawyers who

have come to Raleigh, employed

by the liquor dealers and distillers,

have a right to make their public

arguments before committees, but

they are guilty of unprofessional

conduct if they seek to influence

the jury by introducing matters

that are outside the record or by

injecting their political prestige

and using it to advance the interest

of their clients. As lawyers, speak-

ing for their clients and not for
themselves, they are entitled to a

hearing. But, if while accepting

the fees of the liquor men to fight

their battle, they also use their po-

sition in the party to aid their
clients, then they have gone beyond

their professional duty and their

pleas are not entitled to considera-

tion because they speak as paid at-

torneys and cannot divest them-
selves of the zeal an attorney feels
for the interests of his clients.

The liquor dealers and distillers
have raised a large sum of money
to employ attorneys to fight the

pending legislation. It is a matter

solely for an attorney to decide

| whether he will accept their money

; and represent them in the pending

contest. But we protest that when
' |
, | an attorney comes to Raleigh as

; their attorney lie has no right to

, j assume to be the .p;uardian of the
i interests of the Democratic par-

, ' ty. In the lobbies of the balls, in

I 1 the hotels, on the streets, and

] 1 everywhere certain attorneys of

, the liquor dealers' association are

trying to build up a sentiment that
to enact effective temperance

legislation will doom the Demo*

| cratic party to defeat. “Go
! on,” said one of them yesterday,

I I "with your prohibition legislation

and you will turn the State over to

the Radical party.” The man who
made that utterance had in his
pocket at the time a five hundred

1 dollar paid him by liquor men.

He V/as holding himself out as the

guardian of the Democratic party

, whereas he is really, as long as he
accepts fees to represent them, the

j guardian and advocate of the dis-
tillers and liquor dealers.

Shortly after the election the
News and Observer outlined its idea
of the temperance legislation that
the General Assembly of 1903
ought to enact. There was much
favorable comment upon tlie edi-
torial. Later, about the last of No-
vember, the following editorial,
giving the suggestions and the ar-

gument in support of them, ap-
peared in the News and Observer:

"Shortly after tho election on tlie fourth
of November, in emphasizing the sig-
nificance of the victory for prohibition in <

t Cumberlahd county, this paper stated it*
position with reference to the legislation
upon the subject of temperance aud/the i
regulation of the liquor traffic which it/
believed the General Assembly of/Nortli .
Carolina of 1903 ought to enact./ Tlnyfe
suggestions have been widely /ppro/ed
by thoughtful and conservative- in 1
the State. It has been graft if to I
note that the bulk of the myti wbb wish
the present agitation to rraean A posi- !
tive victory for real tempt ainee/progress 1

//

I are in accord with the policy outlined in
| these columns- Os course those who

j wish no progress at all in the way of

(Suppressing or regulating the liquor
traffic and manufacture did not approve
the policy set forth. Equally true it is
that those who are demanding an iron-

| clad State prohibition law expressed
their dissent. The course of wisdom, we

j are persuaded, lies in a policy that
. touches the golden mean.

“It is apparent to all that there has
: been a steady growth in temperance in

North Carolina. This is seen in the
| sobriety of most of the people; in the

decrease of the number of distilleries and
saloons; in the increased prohibition
area. The more ardent prohibitionists
in the State, seeing the growth of the
sentiment against the saloon, naturally
wish to make this a prohibition State, and
they do not look with favor upon any
other policy. The men who wish no ad-
vance against open saloons are opposed
to any further step toward saloon clos-
iog. Lut the State in its wise policy
must not look to either to shape me
policy it is to pursue.

"Legislation that is contrary to public
sentiment cannot be enforced and soon
becomes a dead letter on the statute
books.

"Here is. the legislation that we be-
; lieve ought to be enacted by the Legis-

I iature:
"1. Pass an act prohibiting the manu-

facture or sale of liquor in Xorth Caro-
I lina except in incorporated towns. Most
| of the counties now do not permit the

sale except in incorporated towns; some
! of them do not permit the sale or manu-

facture except in incorporated towns;
some do not permit it in or out of the

| incorporated towns. But there are eom-
' paratively few. counties that forbid the
; manufacture. The little stills dotted

j about the country do infinitely more
j harm than the open saloons. Prohibition
that does not shut up the distilleries in
the country is a failure. This law would
do more for sobriety and education than
any other enacted in North Carolina. It
would remove the temptation to county

j commissioners to grant license in the
I country when an incorporated town votes
; for a dispensary or for prohibition. It
! will shut up hundreds of stills where
I drunkenness and every form of vice cor-
' rupts and debauches the youth. In some

communities a government still does more
i harm than schools and church can do

good. This act must be the mud-sill of
any real temperance reform. Os course

i the act would specifically say that this
act does not affect in anv way prohibi-

! tion or dispensary territory.
"2. Pas.' an act regulating the kind of

•towns that may be incorporated. This
I will be necessary to prevent the incor-

poration of bar-room o>’ distillery cross-
roads. It will require the best thought
of the Legislature to frame this provi-
sion but it can lie done so as to meet
every necessary requirement. In this

i connection, it will be well to secure the
repeal of the charters of some cross-

' roads towns incorporated to accommo-
date some saloon-keeper. There arc not

( many of these.
"3. Pass an act giving to any town the

; right to vote for the establishment of a
! dispensary upon the same conditions as

a town may now vote for prohibition,
j “4. Amend the present State prohibi-

tion law' so that when a community
votes prohibition it also secures the
Duplin county anti-jug law, thus pre-
venting the express companies becoming
peripatetic bar-rooms.

"It is believed that those four provi-
sions will give all the legislation needed.
The first and the most important step in
any reform that is valuable is to pre-
vent the sale or manufacture of liquor
in the rural districts. That is legisla-
tion desired by most people. Wherever
it is sold or manufactured it must be
surrounded by police protection. As to
the towns and cities, enjoying police pro-
tection, each one must determine for

! itself whether it will have open saloons,
j establish a dispensary or have prohibi-

i tion. The only safe rule is to leave such
regulation to each community. That is
the doctrine of Home Rule, a fundamental
doctrine which ought not to be diisre-

I garded wherever there is an established
j town government, organized to control

| its own affairs with policemen to keep
order. If Louisburg wants to continue its
dispensary.it is a matter alone for its i
citizens: if Concord wishes to keep pro-
hibition. that is a matter which the nia-

! jority of Concord voters ought to con-
] t.rol; if Wilmington wishes to continue

j its saloons, low or high license, the
voters of Wilmington ought to determine

j that question,
“Everybody knows that the elimination

! of the negro vote will be followed by a
j constantly increasing number of prohi-
bition and dispensary towns. But that
is a matter that the Legislature should
leave entirely to the voters of each town,
after providing simple machinery for as-
certaining the will cf the majority of the
voters. Heretofore, in view of the dan-
ger in the negro vote, the Legislature
has felt itse'.f justified in passing many
local acts and incorporating- many
country churches. The prohibition of
the manufacture and sale of liquor in all
places outside of incorporated towns
would make it unnecessary hereafter to
incorporate schools and churches, and
general legislation ought to exclude the
necessity of any local legislation what-
ever as to the restriction of the fa'.e or
manufacture of liquor, and eliminate
from the Legislature the acrimonious
fights over prohibition and dispensaries
that have consumed so much time of late
years.

"The general legislation above outlined,
; if enacted, would prevent the question of

temperance, prohibition, or license from
entering into State politics—a consumma-
tion to be devoutly wished. If the Legis-
lature should decline to give substantial-
ly the remedies outlined in these four

j tentative suggestions, the question may
be a disturbing one in politics. Both in

i interest of temperance and good poli-
tics, this paper has presented four mcas-
ure<? which seem to meet the present
situation. It will do all that it can to

/lave them enacted into law, without any
; desire to reflect upon the motives of any

| who shall oppose such legislation."

About the first of December, the
Washington corresnondents of the
North Carolina papers published
an interview with Senator Sim-

! rnoiis in which our able Senator de-

fined hig views clearly and forcibly.
It is ns follows:

"There is no greater evil in the State
than these little copper distilleries scat-
tered about through the countrv where
police regulation is impossible. General-
ly speaking, they exert a demoralizing
influence upon tihe community in which
they are located, debauching the morals

and the politics within the radius of
their influence. Besides, many of them
have become recruiting stations for the
Republican party. In a large measure,
they are undoing the work of the schools
and the churches in these communities.

‘‘lf liquor is permitted to be manufac-
tured only in incorporated towns the dis-

tilleries can be subjected to rigid police

regulations and the evil, of the business
would be largely diminished. At any

rate they ought to be adequately taxed

by the State and no retail establishment
ought to be allowed in connection with a
distillery, for a large part of the evil

of these concerns grows out of the retail

house which is almost universally in

connection with them.

"If the Legislature shall determine to

confine the sale and manufacture of

whiskey to incorporated towns, each

town should, by a general law, be given

an opportunity to vote upon the ques-

tion of prohibition or dispensary, so that
tiie continuance of the traffic in each
community would be made to depend
upon the majority vote of that communi-
ty. Os course this general law should
be so framed as not to require a vote in
towns where prohibition or dispensary
already exists.

"Senator Simmons expressed the hope

and opinion that the Legislature would
give these questions earnest and mature
consideration, and he added if the manu-
facture of liquor was confined to the in-
corporated towns 'and the usual bar-
room accompaniment, it would greatly
diminish the work of the Federal courts
and might in the near future make it
possible to dispense with one of the Fed-

eral court districts i.n the State as well
as a large part of the revenue force now
necessary, and relieve the State of the

odious political’ activity of so many
revenue officials when the Republican
party is in power-”

When the Legislature assembled,

and Governor Aycock sent in his

bi-eunial message to the General
Assembly, our noble Governor
treated of the matter of temper-

ance legislation in this clear-cut

and wise declaration:
SALE AND MANUFACTURE OF LI-

QUOR.
For natty years the Legislature of this

State have step by step narrowed the

limits in which liquor could be sold and
manufactured until at the present time

this business cannot be carried on in
half of the counties of the State, while

more than two-thirds of the counties

have either by county or legislative ac-
tion restricted the sale to incorporated

towns. No good reason is apparent why
the Legislature should not in all the

counties apply the restriction which to-
day exists in more than two-thirds of

them. This should be done for the rea-
son that in the country there is no police

supervision of the conduct of the busi-

ness. Those who live in the country

have no protection from the evil results
growing out of the manufacture and sale
of liquor. In many places the lawless-

ness due to this business lias driven
good people who preferred to live on
their farms into the towns for safety. 1
recommend, therefore, that a general law
be passed prohibiting the manufacture
and sale of liquor throughout the State

save in incorporated towns. The manu-
facture of liquor even in incorporated

towns should be subeet to the same re-
strictions that nowr apply to the sale. If
your honorable body should pass this
law I believe that you would see good
results from it in the near future and
your action would meet with the approv-
al of the best citizens of the State. In
passing a statute on this subject caire
should be taken to avoid restoring the

manufacture of liquor where it is now-
prohibited by law. Stringent provisions

should be made to prevent the operation

of blockade stills. The State should no
longer depend upon the Federal Govern-

ment to suppress this evil business.”

The i>ositiou of the News ami

Observer, Senator Simmons and

Governor Aycock, we are persuad-
ed, is approved by tbe great mass

J of the people of North Carolina.
There is nothing radical in the !

suggestions, but there is positive

progress and a long step forward I
in a direction that is greatly need- j
ed in North Carolina. If the Gen- *

j
eral Assembly will enact a law em- !
bodying these five suggestions out-

lined in this paper in November, it
will deserve and receive the ap- |
proval and the plaudit "well done" j
from the people of North Carolina. .
Those suggestions are:

1. No distilleries except in incor-

porated towns where there is 1
ample police protection.

2. No saloons outside of incor-

porated towns having sufficient

population and police protection. j
3. All towns and cities given the !

privilege of voting on the question

of establishing a dispensary.

4. Wherever prohibition prevails, *
the anti-jug law is to be put in j
operation.

5. No legislation to disturb any

prohibition or dispensary terri-

tory.

It is to be hoped that the advo-

cates of temperance will all be of

one mind with respect to all the

provisions of suggested legislation,
for if any legislation is enacted
that gives substantial progress in

the fight against the liquor traffic I
all must work together to secure it. .

Those who wish total or qualified ]
State prohibition will naturally

wish an act granting it. Those

who wish a State dispensary sys-

tem (and there are more of these

than is generally supposed) will

not be entirely satisfied without

it. But no advocate of temperance

need hope to secure at one bound

the full measure of temperance leg-

( islation that he would frame if he

alone was to be consulted. There

’ must be mutual concessions by

honest advocates of the various

i bills now pending. It is no com-

¦ promise of principle for a prohibi-

tionist or a dispensary advocate to

join hands in driving the stills and

1 saloons from the rural districts.

> The supremest devotion to consci-
' cnee is seen in men who do not re-

fuse to go forward because they

may not reach the goal in one pro-

gressive step. Indications multi-
ply to show that, wr hile differing

j upon the provisions of pending
bills, there will be substantial and
hearty agreement upon the essen-
tial points of temperance legisla-
tion which is demanded and needed
in North Carolina. With united
action and an aggressive fight, far-
reaching temperance legislation

that will make for sobriety, for
good order, for education, for the
highest civilization can be secured
at the hands of the present Gen-
eral Assembly. The advocates of

such legislation, or of any progres-

sive legislation that shuts up a
still or a saloon anywhere, need

not expect to win the battle except
by strenuous effort. They must

show that it is wise, that it is prac-

ticable, that it is desirable, and
that is demanded by the people of

the State. They are doing this and
will on next Wednesday and
Thursday demonstrate that they
are Vsking for nothing that ought
not tip be incorporated into law.

argument that some of
the of the distillers and
liquo}-} deafers employ against the
propds|'d legislation is to go among

the itepubers and declare that if it
is enajoted/“it will defeat the Demo-
cratic party.” Such suggestions,
emanating from paid attorneys of
the whigkey men, are entitled to
the same consideration as if made
by theif’ clients—no more, no less.
When they accepted a fee to rep-

resent the whiskey men, then and
there they became devoted to the
interests of their clients and pro-

fessional duty forbids their judi-
cial consideration of what will
help or hurt the Democratic party
with reference to temperance leg-
islation. Any of the projiosed leg-
islation will hurt their clients. As
attorneys, devoted first of all to

their clients, it is easy for them to
persuade themselves that what will
hurt their clients will also in-
jure the Democratic party. But
they see through the interested
spectacles of the men who have em-
ployed them, and their judgment
is, of course, though with seme un-
consciously, biased. When they
took a fee to represent the whiskey
men they then and there abdicated
their right to counsel upon this
matter in the interest of the
Democratic party. They could
not calmly consider all tlic condi-
tions without being false to their
clients. Wc speak now of those at-

torneys who disclose their attor-
neyship and openly and frankly
declare that they are retained by

I saloon men or distillers. They are
within their rights as practicing
attorneys. We do not speak of

those men, accepting fees or re-
muneration from the whiskey men
and come to Raleigh to work up a
sentiment that “the Legislature
will kill the Democratic party” if
it takes an advanced step on tem-
perance legislation and pretend to
be acting only as disinterested citi-

j zens. They are outside the pale.

The Democratic party in North

Carolina is not a prohibition ;,arty.
It is not uu anti-prohibition party.

' It 13 made up of men who think
alike upon great governmental and

j economic questions, and differ
| widely upon such police questions

I as regulating or prohibiting the
j liquor traffic.

The Democratic party is the only

! agency of good government in
North Carolina. It is through this
great party—and only through it—-
that the people may look for real,
practical, sensible reform of any

kind. It must preserve itself as
the agency—the only agency—for
whatever the white people of North
Carolina wish to carry out for their
betterment. Its leaders will not
jeopardize its supremacy by any
rash cr ill considered legislation,
however desirable, when the same
ends can be reached by wise re-
gal’d for party supremacy.

This paper is, first of all, a Demo-
cratic paper because it believes in
Democratic principles, and because
it is a party tliat stands for right
and for good government and
proper regulation of evils that
threaten the life and happiness of
the people. The Democratic party
would lose the confidence of good
men if it did not dare to do the
wise and right thing because it
feared the opposition of any par-

ticular class. It is wrong to per-
mit whiskey to be sold or manu-

factured in any place where there
is wanting the safeguards that
should be thrown around them.

Nowhere in this country, except in
a few Southern States, do the peo-
ple permit stills to dot the hill-
sides and saloons to ply their de-
moralizing business away from
police surveillance. It is in no sense
undemocratic to put an end to
these erying evils at once. In so
doing, the mandate of nine-tenths
of the people living in the rural

districts will be obeyed. Decency
demands driving the stills and sa-

loons awav from the country
where, without police protection,
they are a prolific source of de-
bauchery and corruption.

Some of the whiskey attorneys,

who have assumed the guardian-

ship of the Democratic party, need
to be reminded that there are party

leaders, getting no fees from whis-

key men, quf.fce as deeply concerned

for the success of the party as they

arc, and fully as competent to guide

its policy, who are more disinter-
ested. These leaders see that the
duty of the party is to hear and
heed the command given to Moses:

“That they go forward.” Standing

still and refusing to enact wise

legislation for the good of the peo-

ple involves more danger to

the Democratic party than en-

acting progressive temperance

legislation. These leaders be-
lieve the principle of forbid-
ding stills and saloons to be
conducted away from police pro-

tection is a sound one. They be-
lieve that the people wish legisla-
tion to close them up. They stand
upon firm ground in favoring such
legislation. Threats of deserting

the party by extreme prohibition-
ists or extreme anti-prohibitionists

will not affect the pending legis-
lation. The wisest men in the

Legislature will, from all the bills
introduced, frame one that will
meet the need and demand of the
hour. It will be enacted. Some
distillery men, some saloon keep-
ers, some extreme prohibition men
may oppose it and they may leave
the party because the legislation is
regarded by them as too drastic or
not drastic enough. But the bulk
of the people of the State, who
wish positive legislation against
the liquor evil, will accept a con-
servative measure that gives the
promise of better things, as the

people may be educated to demand
tiiem.

Does anybody suppose that the
Governor of the State, the Chair-
man of the State Democratic Exe-
cutive Committee, and the member
of the National Democratic Execu-
tive Committee and other party
leaders are less desirous of promot-
ing Democratic success than attor-
neys of the whiskey men? The dif-
ference is this: these men who

have been elevated to party leader-
ship wish the Democratic party to
be responsive to every demand of

the people that makes for progress,

for virtue, for good citizenship.
They know that too radical a de-
parture might hurt the party and
might cause a reaction in the pro-

gress of real temperance reform.
Therefore, they stand for a conser-
vatively progressive hill—one that
goes very far toward sux>pressiiig
the gravest evils in the liquor busi-
ness, but they do not believe that
it is wise to go further at this time
than outlined in the five sugges-

tions above epitomized. With
that legislation, the way is then
open for every town and city in
the State to regulate the liquor
business as it sees fit—either by
prohibition, dispensary, or high li-
cense, without the danger of hav-
ing the country stills and saloons
wide open to nullify their regula-
tions and restrictions.

We have emphasized the political
argument against the pending leg-
islation because it is the only ar-
gument advanced agaiust it. This
paper is in favor of effective
temperance legislation because it
is demanded from the highest mor-
al considerations. If such legisla-
tion drives the distillers and sa-
loon-keepers and their friends out
of the Democratic party, we say as
Horace Greely said about the
Southern sisters: “Let them go in
peace.” If the price of their sup-
port is to continue the stream of
evil that goes out from them, then
the price is too high to pay for it.
The welfare of the youth of the
State, the protection of the homes,

the progress of the schools, the in-
fluence of the churches, are all too

dear to jeopardize by leaving in

full blast and without police sur-

veillance these agencies that tend
to debauch and destroy all that i6
best in our civilization.

We have heard much talk about

the independence that the suffrage

amendment has conferred upon

the State. Some people have con-

strued it to mean that they ought

to join the Radical party or to or-

ganize bogus independent parties

dependent upon the Radical party.

The election of 1902 showed that

they didn’t understand its true

meaning. The independence guar- |
antecd is this: the ability of the I

Democratic party to enact such leg-
islation as is now suggested with-
out the fear that the vote of 100,-
000 negroes would be used by a

dissatisfied element to defeat the

party. That fear has passed, that
danger no longer exists, that
threat no longer disturbs.

There is no danger to the Demo-
cratic party in passing advanced,
effective temperance legislation. If
there is, it is a thousand times
better to lose votes than to suffer
the dictation of distillers and sa-
loon men, or any other class of men
who put their profits above the
best interests of the youth of the
State. But—men and brethren of
the General Assembly: The moral
conscience of this commonwealth
is aroused. It is determined that

I liquor evil shall he minimized
and that the liquor power shall
not stand in the way of their reso-
lution to take the temptation to
drink away from their children. If
you enact effective legislation to
close the country stills and sa-
loons, and open the way for the
people of the cities to x'egulate the
matter as the majority may de-

I
cide,—if you do this wise and great
thing, the Democratic party may

j lose some votes and its supremacy
may be endangered in some close
counties, but for every vote lost by
advanced temperance legislation,
there will come aid and deliverance
from other quarters. The anti-
proliibition-Liberal-Radical fiasco
in 1884 was a monumental success
compared to the movement that a

few distillers and saloon keepers
may inaugurate to punish the
Democratic Legislature for doing
the right thing.

Once the late Chief Justice Mer-
rinion—one of the greatest and
noblest names that add lustre to
North Carolina's glory—was asked
by a friend: “Don't you think ad-
vocacy of prohibition will injure a
man's prospects for political pre-
ferment?”

The great man paused a moment

before replying, and then said: "It
depends altogether upon what of-
fice you are a candidate for. If
you are a candidate for township
constable, it would probably de-
feat you. If you are a candidate
for a position calling for ability of
a high order, I do not think so.”

And then Judge Merrimon spoke
a parable, as his after career il-
lustrates. When he was a candi-
date for Associate Justice and af-
terwards for Chief Justice, what
vote did he lose because he had
bravely and nobly espoused the
cause of prohibition when he knew
that it would not command the
vote of a majority of the people?

Spirit of the Press.

HE SHOULD APOLOGIZE.
Durham Herald.

The gentleman who accused Mr. Fuller
¦of being a hireling of the Southern Rail-
road and other things should now have
the manhood to ask his pardon.

MAY HELP OTHERS, TOO.
Durham Herald.

The Southern thought we could not help
ourselves but it may be that we will be
able to do that and help some other towns
as well.

FIVE CENTS ON THE DOLLAR.
Durham Herald.

01 course the Southern might do some-
thing if the (own would relinquish its
claim on Peabody street, hut we would
not accept its promises at live cents on
the dollar.

LET THE PEOPLE VOTE.
Charlotte News.

Ihe Legislature has been it; session
nearly three weeks and the task of. elect-
ing a Senator is no nearer completion to-
day than it was when the body convened.
In fact, the solution of this absorbing
question, is not in sight—the deadlock
may be interminable. The quickest,
easiest and most satisfactory way to set-
tle this matter now, is to submit it i<>

a vote of the people. Le’s have done
with deadlocks. The Legislature could
make no wiser move at this stubborn
juncture.

A MIGHTY STRUGGLE.
Charity and Children.

We spent a day or two last week
among the legislators. The body strikes
us as a fairly good one, though as usual,
a large number of the members are
timid politicians who are puzzled to
death to find out which is going to be
the popular side. We hope however, that
there are enough good men and true to
shape the policy of the Legislature and
save it from folly and snarne. The liq-
quor power is solidly entrenched, and Its
influence is forcibly felt. The conflict
between it and the moral forces will be
a mighty struggle and the lines will be
drawn sharp and clear. The poor fel-
lows who have no convictions uud no
manhood will travel a rocky road.

A WISE AND GOOD JUDGE.
(Greenville Reflector.)

Judge G. S. Furgerson, who is hold-
ing this term of court in Pitt county,
was elected last November and this is
the first court he has held. A spectator
in the court room not knowing this
might easily infer that Judge Furgerson
had spent about a life time on the
bench. His conduct of the business of

1 lie court has been such as to commend
him both to the liar and to the people*
of the county. It is noticeable from the
lecord of the court that the sentence
“Judgment suspended upon payment of
costs" was passed on very tew cases, but
such penalties were imposed upon those
convicted as the offenses deserved. On
all points of controversy between counsel
his decisions have been fair and impar-
tial. Ho is a wise and good judge.
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