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Leads all MoFth (Dapolina Dailies in Mews arfCn '"CiFenlation
LEE S. OVERMAN WINS

OS SIXTY-FIRST BALLOT
——

Result Greeted With an Outburst of Wild

Applause.

StVENTY-THREE VOTES

Watson Received 58, and Craig 11—Nomina-
tion Made Unanimous Without a Dis*

senting Voice—Spseches of

Candidates!
The end is over. It came last night,

rather unexpectedly to many, but there

were many who looked for the contest to

end last night. Everybody was anxious

to have it over, and when it became ap-

parent, after the second ballot, that a

nomination was in sight, there was a

feeling of relief on all sides The legis-

lators bad come to place where they

wanted the struggle ended. The feel-

ing of weariness that has caused the

public cry out to have tljie contest ended

was even stronger in the Legislature.

It has been remarkable that a con-
test so free from bitterness should be

so long protracted. It is a tribute to

the esteem and regard in which the can-

didates were held. From the first noth-
ing but friendliness has prevailed among

the candidates and their friends, and ihe

end leaves r.o animosities or heart-

burning.

The caucus opened promptly at eigh.

o’clock. There seemed to be a listncss-

ness at first which pervaded the whole

House. The only absentee in the caucus,

not paired, was Woodley, of Chowan.

Goode, of Cleveland, (an Overman man)

was paired with Glenn, of Guilford, (a

Watson man.
The first ballot aroused no interest, i

though there was some applause when
Watson was in the lead. The vote on

the 57th ballot stood: [
Watson
Overman 61 j
Craig I<J

The 58th ballot was:
Overman
Watson j
Craig I-*

The announcement was received with
eoniinued cheers by the Overman men

on the floor and in the gallery. They

felt that they were going to win and
showed it in every movement. The 59th

ballot stood:
Overman

t
•- 66)

Watson 64 ;
Craig 14

The Overman checi3 were then more
enthusiastic and hearty than at any

time before. His loaders and supporters-
crowded the aisles and appealed to every
Craig man who would listen to “get on !

the band wagon,” as they said and vote j
for Overman. A feeling of confidence per-
vaded the Overman forces in the hall,
and as the next vote was found to bring 1
him within three votes of the nomina- j
tion. The 60th ballot stood:
Overman ..

.. TO
Watson 59 j
Craig 14 j

Amid great excitement, the roll call i
for the 61st ballot was proceeded with. !
Everybody felt that the end was near.
The Watson men looked solemn and
sombre; the Overman men were jubi-
lant and could not keep their seats. The
galleries caught the contagion and every-
body was restless and nervous as the
procession of members passed by the
open basket and deposited their ballots: j

It was precisely 9:57 o’clock when Rep-
resentative Whitaker began to call out j
the ballots and C-lerk Murphey to repeat
them. When it was found, as the roll call
was completed, that Overman was nomi-
nated, there was wild cheering. The 61st
ballot, which nominated was as follows:
Overman 73
Watson 5S
Crai. 11

Then the applause grew fast and furi-
ous and everybody was talking at once.

Senator Webb, of Buncombe, seconded
by Mr. Doughton, of Alleghany, and the
nomination was made unanimous.

On motion of Speaker Gattis a commit-

tee of three was appointed to Avait on
Mr. Overman and notify him that he hud
been nominated, and to invite all the

Senatorial candidates to come before the
caucus. The committee named was com-
posed of the following: Messrs. Webb,

Doughton. Gattis, Murphy and Watts.
While the committee Avas out, on motion
of Senator Bloav, the public Avas invited
to come into the hall and it was a gay
scene. The listlessness passed and every
body was glad the long strain was over
the Overman men were happy that they
had won and the supporters of Watson
and Craig, who had made a Avarm fight
and had lost, glad that the strain was at
last over, and a Senator had been named.

T he caucus, having completed its work
which had gone on for many days during
which sixty-one ballots had been taken
waited impatiently for the coming of the
man it had named as the Democratic
nominee for United States Senator from
North Carolina, and who today will re-
ceive the solid Democratic \'ote for that
great office.

Suddenly, as the caucus Avaited there
Avere shouts heard in the distance.
These heralded the coming of the Avin-
ner in the great contest. The shouts
grew louder, and as the party reached
the rotunda of the Capitol they grew in
volume.

Without the Hall there was a mass *

of humanity. Into this finally came Hon.

Lee S. Overman, his escorts, and Avitn

them Hon. C. B. Watson and Hon. Locks

Craig, whom Mr. Overman had joined in

the office of Governor Aycock. Through
the crowd they managed, with difficulty,
to push their Avay into the Senate cham-
ber, where the great crowd folloAved.
These thronged about the three men
whose names have been the topics of
conversation for weeks and months, and

while they shoAvered congratulations on
the victor, there were many expressions
of congratulations to the defeated upon

the great fight their friends had made

S. OVERMAN.

for them, and for the splendid manner
in which the campaign had been con-
ducted.

Then came the start for the Hall of

the House. The great croAvd moved as
one Avith the leaders in the ended con-
test. As the doors to the Hall swung
open all were swept in as by one rush,

so eager were the people to witness the
last scene. Mr. Overman, Mr. Watson

and Mr. Craig were escorted to the
Speaker’s desk and in a fetv moments a
voice, ringing Avith melody, clear wilh

the note of success, thrilling in its in-

tensity, was vibrating on the air, which
had hushed to the stillness of the prime-

val forest.
Hon. Lee S. Overman, who Avas speak-

ing. He expressed in eloquent terms his

thanks to the men who had brought suc-

cess to him, complimenting his defeated
rivals and expressed a determination to

stand for the best interests o fthe State.
It was a speech ringing with eloquence,

and was punctuated Avith applause.
Following him, in response to demands

for a speech, Messrs. C. B. Watson and
Locke Craig also spoke. They thanked
their supporters, expressed their con-
tinued allegiance to the Democratic
party, said splendid words concerning the
victor in the contest, and predicted for
him a great future.

Following these speeches the caucus ad
journed, after passing a complimentary
A’ote of thanks to Chairman Morton,
and to Secretaries Walter Murphy and
Fred L. Carr.

Then the great crowd dispersed and
while cheers for Overman, Watson and
Craig rang out. Today the General As-
sembly will ratify the choice of the cau-
cus and Lee S. Overman, of Rowan, will
be formally elected United States Sena-
tor front North Carolina.

"LET ME KILL HIM,” SEE SAID.

The Negro Who fought to Assault Miss Greer
Arrested-

(Special to News and Observer.)
Winston-Salem, N. C., Jan. 29 A ne-

gro man named Hubbard Terrell was ar-
rested and jailed this morning the charge
of being the party' who has oil several
occasions stopped and used language that
indicated he intended making a criminal
assault upon Miss Ellen Greer, a white
girl, while en route to her Avork. Thepo iceman Avho made the arrest, was
watt ing for Terrell. The negro stopped
tne girl at the same place of former at-
tacks After the arrest Miss Greer askedthe officer to allow her to kill the negro,
bhe had the pistol with Avhich she fired

u e e ing a friend about the arrest of
the negro Miss Greer fainted and had tobe carried home.

Willdo Good Eveiy where,

To the Editor: i want to offer a Avor J
of thanks and commendation for your
Sunday s temperance issue If all the
secular papers of the State would follow
your example the saloons would curse
our State no longer. The issue will do
good all over the State and the people
will rally to your support in this fight.

Yours truly,

CHAS. A. G. THOMAS.
Edenton, N. C-, January 29.

In the presence of an assembly of edu-
cators and alumni front all quarters of
the country the Northwestern Univer-
sity’s new professional school {juilding, j
in the business centra of was |
formally dedicated yesterday.

’ j

DISPENSARY VOTE
GIVEN TO TARBORO

Senate Agrees and it Goes to
the House.

CHANGES IN THE BILL

A Long Diicussion Took Place on Senator Gil-
liam's Bill and Little Else Was Done

in the Senate at Yesterday's

Session.
It was a lengthy session of the Senate

yesterday, and it was a session largely

of debate.
This was on the question of dispensary

or no dispensary for Tarboro and it came
up as the special order of the day.

Senator Gilliam had introduced a bill
providing that the voters of Tarboro
should vote on the question of retaining
or closing out the dispensary now being

operated in Tarboro under a law passed

two years ago. The provisions were for

a vote ten days after a certified copy

of the act had reached the chairman of
the board of commissioners of Tarboro
and advertisement made all qualified
voters to be allowed to vote whether reg-
istered or not, and the issue to be car-
ried by a majority of the A’otes cast.

The committee to Avhom the bill was
referred made a favorable report on the
bill except as to certain points, and to

these it submitted amendments making
the notice thirty days and requiring a
majority of the present registered vote

to carry the election repealing the pres-
ent dispensary law.

The debate was a lengthy one, many
of the Senators taking part. Senator Gil-
liam finally offered as a substitute for
the amendments another amendment
Avhich AA’as adopted. This is that ttventy

days notice be given, that G. A. Holder-
ness be substituted as a poll-holder for
S. S. Nash and R. E. L. Cook for W. T.
Deams and that all pesons Avho have be-
come entitled to registration since the
last registration .shall be entitled to reg-
ister and A'ote, the poll-holders to open
registration books as soon as the notice
of election is given and to file a list of
the votes cast at each of the precincts
with the Clerk of the Court.

The bill, as amended, passed its sec-
ond reading by a vote of 26 to 11. On the
second reading Senator London offered
an amendment Avhich left in force the
prohibition of the sale of liquor in Tar-
boro, this was A'oted doAvn. Senator Lon-

don after the second reading moved to
put the bill on the calendar. Senator
Woodard moved to suspend the rules and
put the bill on its third reading. The
Senate sustained this motion and it was
put on its passage, carried by a vote of
21 to 8, ordered engrossed and sent to

the House for its concurrence.
SENATE—TWENTIETH DAY.

The Senate began its session at 10:30
yesteday with Lieutenant-Governor Tur-

ner presiding. Senator Spruill led in
prayer and on motion of Senator Thay-
er the reading of the journal was dis-
pensed AA'ith.

Ex-Senator Stephen Mclntyre and ox-
Senator James, who were in the Cham-
ber were extended the courtesies of the
fioor.

PETITIONS PESENTED.

Folloav the reports of committees on
bills many petitions were presented
through the following Senators:

Senator Goodwin: From 1,000 citizens
of Harnett for temperance legislation;
from many citizens of Harnett for the

London bill: from the faculty and stu-
dents of Buie’s Creek Academy, Har-
nett county, for temperance legislation:
from 1,016 ladies of Harnett county for
temperance legislation.

Senator Pollock: From Lenoir county

for temperance legislation.
Senators Spruill and Vann: From Beau-

fert county for temperance legislation.

Senator Hicks, of Granville: From 42

citizens of Salem township and from 26

citizens of Tally Ho toAvnship for tem-
perance legislation and the London bill.

Senator Justice: From McDowell coun-
ty for the London bill.

Senator Mann: From Ocracoke for the
London bill.

Senator Reinhardt: From CataAvba for

temperance legislation; from Lincoln to
be incorporated against the manufacture
and sale of liquor.

Senator London: From Davie for the
London bill; Sanford for the Lon-
don bill.

Senator Meßryde: From Robeson for
the London bill; from Robeson for the
Duplin liquor laAV.

Senator BIoav: From Franklin for the
London bill.

Senator McLaughlin: From 2.345 voters
of Iredell county for prohibition.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following hills were put on their
first reading:

S. B. 286. Travis, of Halifax: To es-
tablish Roanoke Rapids township in Hali-
fax county. On calendar.

S. B. 257. Mitchell, of Bertie: To reg-
ulate the sale, branding and inspec-
tion of cotton seed meal. To Agricul-
ture.

S. B. 288. Spruill, of Tyrrell: To in-
corporate Columbia Council, No. 62. Ju-

nior Order United American Mechanics.
To Corporations.

S. B. 289. Godwin, of Harnett: To
prohibit sale and manufacture of liquor
In Harnett county. To Propositions and

Grievances.
S. B. 290. Glenn, of Guilford: To au-

thorize a vote in Guilford on the issuing
of bonds for the making and improving

of the public roads. To Public Roads.

BILLS FROM THE HOUSE.

The following House bills were dis-
posed of as followsn

H. B. 413, S. B. 291. Alexander: To
protect fish in Scuppernong River in Tyr-

rell county. To Fish and Fisheries.
11. B. 315, S. B. 292. Anderson: To

authorize Clay county to subscribe to
stock of the Hiawausee Valley Railroad
Company. To Railroads.

ENROLLED BILLS.

The following bills were announced as

having been enrolled:
H. B. 83, S. B. 162: To repeal stock law

in Federal Point township. New Hanover
county.

H. B. 14C, S. B. 234: For relief of An-

nie P. Smith, of Davie.
11. B. 185, S. B. 238: To prevent hunt-

ing on lands of another in Washington
county.

H. B. 126, S. B. 35: To prohibit hunting
in Stanly county on lands of another.

H. B. 168. S. B. 209: To authorize
Board of County Commissioners of Gra-
ham county to issue bonds.

11. B. 109, S. B. 171: To regulate fish-
ing In Pamlico and Tar Rivers.

H. B. 366. S. B. 137: To enable Madi-
son in Rockingham to buy Academy lot
iu said town.

H. B. 198, S. B. 6: To provide for cross-
indexing the appointments of executors,
administrators and guardians.

H. B. 159. S. B. 161: To prevent the
sale, manufacture and shipment of intoxi-
cating liquors in the county of Scot-
land.

11. B. 254, S. B. 39: To regulate time
cf holding Superior court in Ijenoif coun-
ty.

H. B. 399, S. B. 244: To incorporate the
Bank of Selma.

SPEIAL ORDER.

The special order of the day was the
hill of Senator Gilliam, of Edgecombe,
pioviding for a vote on the question of
continuing or discontinuing the dispen-
sary at Tarboro. It passed its second
and third readings with amendments
making the time of notice tAventv days,
making tAvo changes as to poll-holders
and provides for the registration of
voters Avho haA'e become qualified since
the last registration. The question of
dispensary or no dispensary is to be de-
cided by a majority of he votes cast and
it the dispensary is A’oted out they will

close on the first of July.
The Senate adjourned on motion of

Senator Norris to meet at 11 o'clock to-
day.

Under the Dome.
Guilford is in earnest about improving

the roads. Mr. C. G. Wright is here

Avith a bill that provides for an issue of

three hundred thousand dollars in road

bonds. Under the bill three complete
road outfits will be kept at Avork all

the Avhile betAveen one hundred and one
hundred and fifty miles of macadam road
will be built.

The bill further provides that not more
than sixty thousand dollars per year is

to be expanded. Thus if the maximum is
expended each consecutive year Guilford
will in five years haA'e expended the full
amount of the bond issue. This is the
biggest undertaking ever suggested by a
single county in North Carolina, and

would set the pace for the whole country.

Since the Senatorial fight opened, it is
charged that many good offices have been
offered for votes, but the promises were
too broad for many to bite. The Govern-
orship and other nice plums have been
suggested, but the question of delivering

the goods is to be considered. In Ral-
eigh it is said that there are already two

avoAVed candidates for the Gubernatorial
nomination. Lieutenant Goternor W. D.
Turner, of Iredell, and Col- John S. Cun-
iugham, of Person- Gen. Theo. F. Da-
vidson, of Buncombe, is being boo-med
by friends from both the East and West,
while it is announced that General Julian
S. Carr will be a receptiv'e candidate,
although Carr himself says he has no
such aspirations. The name of Mr. R. B.
Glenn is also heard mentioned in (his

connection.—Winston Sentinel.

A Second Conference.

(By the Associated Press.)
Washington, Jan. 28.—The British, Ital-

ian Ambassadors and Count Quadt, the
German Charge D’Affaires, called on Mr.
Bowen, Venezuela’s representative in the
negotiations, looking to a raising of the
blockade and a settlement of the claims
agaiinpt Venezuela about 10:30 o'clock
tonight and were still in conference with
him at 11:30 o'clock. The conference
was by appointment and at the request

of the representatives of the allies.
The conference broke up at half past

twelve o’clock and the representatives of
the allies proceeded at once to their
hemes. It was made known that no
agreement had yet been reached for the
raising of the blockade and that further
word must be awaited from Europe be-
fore this stage of negotiations is passed.

Vesuvius in Eruption.

(By the Associated Press.)

Rome, Jan. 28. —Vesuvius is again in
eruption.

Detonations are heard and a stream
of incandescent lava is issuing from the
volcano which is surrounded with thick
smoke.

The Senator From Washington.

(By the Associated Press.)

Tacoma, Washn., Jan. 28.—Levi Ankney
was nominated by the Republican caucus
at Olympia to succeed Senator George
Turner and will be formally elected to-
morroAV.

THE ALLIES’ GREED
GOES BANG OH SNAG

Ask Preferential Treatment
for Their Claims.

BOWEN CURBED UPSHORT

Possibly Fresh and Enlarged Powers From

Castro Will bi Necessary for Him to

Meet the Demands of the
Powers.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. 29- —There was a

pause in the Venezuelan negotiations to-

day that approached perillously near a

breach and the end is not jet in sight.
It all grows out of the attitude of the al-

lies in insisting upon preferential treat-
ment for themselves in the settlement of

their claims. As foreshadowed in the

I/Ondon dispatches, Mr- Bowen has been

informed of the decision of the allies to

insist upon adhering ;o this claim and

he has come to a stand in his Avork for

the moment. For fully half an hour

he Avas in consultation with Secretary

Hay at the State Department today,
though the Secretary is taking no part

in the negotiations in any official Avay.

Mr. Bowen is believed to have taken

steps to acquaint President Castro Avith
the demands of the allies, a sign that

these demands exceed, in spirit at least,

the concessions that Mr. BoAA’en expect-

ed them to make. Possibly and
enlarged powers will be necessary to
enable him to meet the demands.

Demand First Place.

(By the Associated Press.)

London, Jan. 29. —Great Britain, Ger-

many and Italy haA r e sent a joint reply

to Minister Bowen refusing to accept the
proposal that all the countries having

claims against Venezuela should be
placed on an equality Avith the three co-
operating powers.

Venezuela’s answer to the powers’
latest communication (the joint note re-
fusing to place all claims on an equalty
with those of the co-operating powers),
is expected to arriAe here tomorrow.
If Mr. Bowen can agree to give prefer-

ence to the claims of Great Britain, Ger-

many and Italy the blockade is likely to
be raised at once, so far as known.

Juhiiston-Pettigrew Chapter U. D C

There Avill be a meeting of the John-
ston-PettigreAv Chapter of United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy this afternoon
at 4 p. m., in the rooms of Mrs. F. A.
Olds in Park Hotel. This is a busi-
ness meeting for the election of officers

and the payment of the annual dues. It
is hoped there will be a full attendance.

MISS KATE M’KIMMON,
Acting President.

MRS. F. A. OLDS, Secretary.

Desperate Fight With Negroes.

(By the Associated Press.)

Norfolk, Va., Jan. 28.—1 nan affray to-
night between Special Policeman John
Hayes, of Norfolk county, and a gang of
eight negroes who, it is alleged, have
been systematically robbing Norfolk and
Western freight cars for two years.
Officer Hayes received wounds that may
result in his death, and one of the ne-
groes, James Jackson, is in the jail hos-
pital, probably fatally wounded.

The other negroes escaped. *

Tin Plate Plant Burning.

(By the Associated Press.)
Anderson, Ind., Jan. 28.—Fire in the

Plant of the American Tin-Plate Com-
pany damaged the boilers and machin-
ery to the amount of $40,000 today. For
some time the fire was beyond control.
Five hundred men are thrown out of em-
ployment until repairs shall be com-
pleted.

The Torpedo Boat Flotilla.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Jan. 28.—The torpedo boat
flotilla, which took part in the naval
inanoeuvers in the West Indies, arrived
at Norfolk today. The fleet consists of
the Decatur, Bagley, Biddle, Stockton
and Thornton.

Long Elected Senator.

(By the Associated Press.)
Topkea, Kan., Jan. 28. —The Legislature

In joint session today elected Chester I.
LYong to succeed William A. Harris as
United States Senator.

According to the quarterly bulletin of
railroad accidents in the United States,
issued by the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, the number of persons killed in
train accidents during July, August and
September of last year Avas 263; injured,
2,613. Accidents of other kinds, includ-
ing those sustained by employes while
at work, and by passengers in getting on
or off the cars, etc., bring the total num-
ber of casualties up to 12,007—850 killed
and 11,162 injured. The total number of
collisions and derailments Avas 2,448 —

1,434 collisions and 1,014 derailments —of
which 51 collisions and 92 derailments af-
fected passenger trains. The damage to
cars, engines and roadAvay by these ac-
cidents amounted to $2,189,512, namely:
July, $716,164; August, $757,663; Septem-
ber, $715,685.

OSCE AGAIITEMPERANCE
ASD LIfORJtCES MEET

Speeches of Fare Eloquence Before a Most
Distinguished Audience.

SENATECHAMBER PACKED'

More Ministers Plead—Speeches by C. W, Til-
let, S. 6. Mewbjrnr, C. 0, McMichael,

D. M, Reece, R. N. Simms, and

Cam. Morrison.
Once again yesterday afternoon the

forces that are battling over the restric-

tion of the liquor traffic in North Caro-

lina met in the Senate chamber in the

presence of practically the same audience

of representatiA e people of the State as

on the pre\'ious day.

It was a battle royal.

Again, at the call of Mr. Bailey, more

ministers and others representing the

great moral element of North Carolina in

the various counties, made their pleas,
on the strength of mammoth petitions or

resolutions adopted by bits majorities.
The debate Avas opened by Mr. C- W.

-Tillet, of Charlotte, in a speech of tre-

mendous power and force for the Loudon
bill.

He was followed by Mr. S. G- Mew-

borne, of Wilson, attorney for the Liquor

Dealers’ Association, Avho presented their
side of the case with marked ability.

Next came Mr. Charles O. McMichael,

of Rockingham, also representing the li-

quor interests, Avho made a fierce attack
upon tiie London bill and the arguments
of its supporters.

Then Mr. Reece, of Yadkin county, as
chairman of the Democratic county exec- j
utive committee, argued forcibly for sub- (
mitting the metter to popular vote of the ;
people of the county. He spoke in pow- !
erful voice and with tremendous earnest- j
ntss.

Mr. R. N. Simms, of Raleigh, folloAved

Mr- Reece in an argument that was splen-
didly eloquent and at the same time con-
A incingly logical.

Next Senator London magnificently de-

fended bis bill and threw confusion to

the ranks of the enemy by calling S. Otho
Wilson their leader-

The great debate Avas closed by Mr.

Cameron Morrison in an eloguent defense

of his position and exposition of the

ground on which the liquor forces stood
in the matter.

When the meeting of the Joint Com-

mittee was called to order, Mr. Bailey
first asked that the committee hear Mr.

McLendon.
Mr. H. H. McLendon, of Wadesboro.

said he represented the business of

Wadesboro, about 80 per cent of them,

who A'oted local protection. He Avas

sent to tell the committee that they
wanted the London bill, and especially

the fifth section, putting the ever prob-
lem upon the liquor men. He explained
that at the last election on this ques-
tion the negroes voted it down. Now

the negro vote had been largely elimi-
nated, and the people Avanted protection.
He pledged a large Democratic majority
from Anson if the bill was passed.

Rev. H. K. Boyer, of Statesville, rep-

resented the banner liquor county of
North Carolina, being sent by the repre-

sentative men of Iredell county, and the
business men of StatesAdlle. He came as
a citizen of North Carolina, and an

American citizen, and said Ave had reach-
ed the time when men Avere going to the
ballot box and voting for what they be-

lieved to be right.
He had heard men say, as he went

ground, that they had stood by the
Democratic party when it Avas necessary

they should stand by it. But now that
the fear of negro domination was goae,
they were going to vote for the right.

They were not here representing some
weak sentiment, but the calm opinion

of men asking for their rights. Petitions
from a majority of the voters were in
the proper hands, asking for some tem-
perance legislation.

He said he respected the fears of some
of the older members of the Legislature,
that this movement was going to hurt
the party, but men AA’ere going to demand
their rights as American citizens.

“Is it not fair to put the liquor men
where we have been all these years?” he
asked.

“We are not here asking for any spe-
cial bill, but for the best temperance
legislation we can get.”

“Will you just weigh in your minds the
men who come up here asking for this
legislation Avith those who are here rep-
senting the liquor interests? Are they
paid or do they simply come here speak-
ing for the people and the homes of the

State?”
Rev. J. O. Atkinson, of Elon College,

spoke in behalf of the people of that
town, the faculty o fthe college and the
members of the churches. As the editor
of the church paper of the Christians,
ho had found that the people of his
church Avere terribly in earnest on this
question.

“There is a terrible uprising of the
great moral forces in North Carolina in
behalf of the homes,” he declared.

“I haA'e been a member of a party ever
since I Avas of age. Noav they are say-
ing that the Democratic party is en-
dangered. But what is a party for, but
to put the best men in office? What arc
the laws for, but to organize the virtue
of the people?

“I ask you to exercise your very best

judgment and reason to organize the vir-
tue that the people are trying to put in
practice. I am here merely to tell you
of the very great interest the people of
my community are taking in this matter.

Mr. Cooper, of Wilmington, said he had
been elected mayor of his town by the
liquor men, greatly against his will. His
people, the majority of the better class,
wanted the London bill.

Mr. Morton asked if the majority o'
the qualified voters of Wilmington would
ask for prohibition.

Mr. Cooper: “The majority of the bet-
ter class of the people would.”

Mr. Morton pressed his question.
Mrv Cooper then recalled that Mr. Mor-

ton had with difficulty been elected to
the Senate two years ago on this very
question.

Mr. C. W. Tillett, of Charlotte, said he
came, paying his own expenses, to plead
his own cause, not representing any in-
terests. (Applause.) Sixty years ago his
father, as a steward of the cross, was
battling against this very evil. “I
would to God he could have lived to see
the line of battle now drawn up against

it, and I verily believe we have got them
on the run," he declared.

He was proud to belong to that church,

numbering 75,000 people in the Western

Branch alone, the great Methodist
church, which was now begging officially
for temperance legislation at the hands
of the Legislature.

,

He was proud to belong to the great

Democratic party, and he had spent a
large part of his life combating this very
proposition, always saying that this
question could be settled in the Demo-

cratic party. He had been asked when
the time would come. He believed that

when the sun rose today, the time had
come.

Yes, the liquor men had made threats.
John Smith, running a saloon, could con-
trol the votes of a crowd of negroes,
whom he could lead against any proposi-
tion of this kind. But, thank God, that
vote was out of the way.

“I believe,” he cried, “that I have a
majority of the Democratic party with
me in this.” (Applause.)

He recalled how four years ago the
Senator from Mecklenburg had said in
this hall that he had pledged to the liquor

men that this question should not be
brought up. He believed that never
again would these seats belonging to
Mecklenburg county be occupied by any
man who would make any pledge to the
liquor men of the community. (Ap-

plause.)

As to section five of the bill, and the
argument that it was illeg ,1 in putting
the burden of proof upon the ’muor men.
he would say that, while some one had
once said that the strongest thing aboui

liquor was that it made sick fools of
the men who did not drink it, he had
noticed that the strongest thing about it
was that it gave so much trouble to the
men who did not drink it.

Most of the courts in the land had de-
clared the liquor question a quasi-nuis-
ance, and if it was a quasi-nuisance,
then it was legal that the burden of proof
should rest upon the liquor men, who
should show a reason why they be al •

lowed to maintain a quasi-nuisance.
Mention had been made of law-break-

ing in the prohibition States. It was the
liquor men themselves who broke the
law and caused all that trouble.

Mr. I. C. Mewborne, of Wilson, repre-
senting the Liquor Dealers’ Association,
spoke next. He said he was not oppos-
ing these bills because he fafored intem-
perance, but because he believed that
ovry locality should dcide this question
for themselves.

His objection to the Watts bill was in
the first place, that it forbid the dis-
tilling of liquor outside of incorporated

towns. In his county there were many
good farmers who manufactured their
own grapes into wine and brandy, not for
sale, but for their own consumption.
This was an injustice to these farmers,
some of them among the best citizens in
the county.

The same objection could be applied
to thp London bill. And that went
farther, and said there must be no dis-
pensary in towns of less than 1,000 peo-
ple. There were many dispensaries in
towns of less than 500 people, and this
provision would drive out those dispen-

saries altogether. Therefore, those -of
the committee who favor dispensaries in
small towns should oppose this part of
the bill.

Before passing any law, the sentiment

of the people s affected should be de-

termined, and the only way to determine

this was to let each locality regulate its

own affairs.

There was no saloon in North Carolina
that could not be stopped by the vote
of the people in the neighborhood. Ther*
was no law in North Carolina whereby a
man could get a saloon license without

the consent of the people of the com-
munity.

Mr. Curtis: “Supose every man, wo-
man or child in a town is opposed to
issuing a license and the commissioners
want to grant it, can they not do it?”

Mr. Mewborne: “Yes, but those com-
missioners are answerable to the peopC.
Is it not to be supposed they will carry

out the wishes of the people who elect

them.”
He considered that there were ample

laws now on the statutes of North Car-

(Continued on Fifth Page.)
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