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A GLANCE BACKWARD AND FORWARD
The Progress The News and Observer Has made Dur=

ing the Past Eight Years-»A Prophetic

Announcement Made in 1895.
Exactly eight years ago tho editor of

the News and Observer, who held a po-

sition in the Cleveland administration at

Washington, tendered his resignation and

returned to Raleigh to assume the active

management of this paper. Six months

prior thereto it had been purchased by

a company which had been organized by

this writer- Eight years have passed

since that time —the most eventful poli-

tical years in the history of this genera-

tion. Two political revolutions have oc-

curred. They have been years of poli-

tical passion, years calling for aggressive

action, years of turmoil and of struggle.

The following editorial appeared in the

News and Observer the last week in

January. 1895:

ANNOUNCEMENT.

I have resigned my position an Wash-
ington, D. C. f and returned to Raleigh

to undertake the active editorial manage-

ment of the News and Observer upon its

entrance on its thirty-eighth volume-

Never in the history of the State, ex-

cept in the similar evil days of 1808- 9,

was there greater need of a bold and
fearless newspaper, at the capital of the
State, to expose the revolutionary pro-

Democracy, I have come home to join
in the fight for the redemption of the
State.

JOSEPHUS DANIELS.
That announcement 4vas greeted with

sneers and derision by the Fusion press

and the Fusion leaders. Their papers

teemed with cheap wit and the editor was

termed sarcastically, “The State Saver.’’
The following editorial appeared in the

Daily Caucasian of January 30th, which

was then printed as the daily organ of

the Fusion Legislature:

MR. DANIELS’ RESIGNATION.
The Caucasian intended to notice Mr.

Daniels’ Resignation some days ago; but
was let hitherto. It will not be untimely
to notice it now.

Mr. Daniels has evinced a good deal of
unselfishness in this action- He has

given up a good position and a good

salary to harness himself to the hard

work and poor pay of daily journalism in

North Carolina. Such acts of unselfish-

ness are not numerous amongst men who

hold good positions in the Federal ad-

ministration —indeed, they are not over

numerous amongst any class of the peo-

plt?.
Mr. Daniels is a newspaper man of

goods gifts and long experience. He

ceedings of the men whom chance and
conspiracy have temporarily put in con-
trol of the destiny of the Common-
wealth.

In this crisis that confronts the pa-
triotic people of my State, I could not

feel that I was doing my whole duty, as a
loyal son, in any other way than by be-
coming an active member of the army
that must needs band together to redeem

the State from the rule of prejudice and

revolution.
The people of North Carolina are at

heart patriotic, honest, and conservative.
They love peace, concord and justice.
They want to control their own destinies
and will not brook boss rule. They have
fallen on evil times, and have felt the
burden of low prices and unjust legisla-

tion. Because in two years the Demo-
cratic party did not undo the bad legis-
lation of a quarter of a century of Re-
publican misrule, many good men voted
against its candidates last November and
many more did not vote at all. The

Democratic party deserved a measure of

rebuke because it had not done its full
duty. But, in the disappointment inci-

dent to continued depression, the govern-

ment of the State was turned over to in-
competent and, In some instances, cor-
rupt hands.

The people have been deceived, and
grievously are they repenting of the re-
sults of November's election. When the

high-handed proceedings of this revolu-
tionary body are fully known there will
be a revulsion of feeling, and those who
“prefer reform to office” will repudiate
the men who have betrayed their trust,
and sought to carry them bag and bag-
gage into the Republican party.

I have nevei lost faith in what Mr.

Lincoln called the plain people. I know
the honesty of purpose that actuates
them, and I know that they are and ever
have been the stay an (l prop of the

Democratic party. They will come back
to their father’s table and turn away

from the husks upon which those who
joined the Fusionists are now feeding.

They will repudiate the leaders who for
gain have tried to sell them out to the
Republicans—gold standard, protection,

force bill and all. Those who are honest
Populists will shrink from the unholy al-
liance, falsely called marriage, which

selfish men, for money or office, have
procured to be celebrated between them
and their ancient enemy.

“The Populist party is organized as a
protest against the legislation of the Re-
publican party” was the Populist slogan
three years ago. Now, those who have
been the trusted leaders of the Populists

have either formally joined the Republi-
can party, or, what is worse, are acting

the part of Dr- Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,
and pretending to the Populists to be
Populists, while at the same time prom-

ising the Republicans to stand by them
in every emergency. These two-faced
men may win place and position for a
while, but the day will come when their
hypocrisy will be exposed and their sin
uncovered, and they will be seen in their
true light and detested by all good men.

In the contest for the redemption of
North Carolina, the State calls upon
every son to do his full duty. Just as
certain as light follows darkness, as truth
crowds out error, as right succeeds over
wrong—just so sure will the Democratic
party be called again to administer the
affairs of State. For twenty-five years,
this party of the people has been in
power. Not a breath of suspicion or
scandal attaches to the clean record. This
will not be forgotten.

The contrast will make the record glow
with increased brightness, and with one
accord the good people will call the
Democrats back to deliver them from
“the body of this death ”

As an humble worker in the ranks of

knows how to fight; and he is not afraid
to fight. His coming back may be taken
as legal notice to all whom it may con-
cern, that no pains will be spared to re-
turn the Democrats to power, in this
State, in 1896. Indeed, in his announce-
ment, made a few days ago, he tells the
public what liis purpose is, in plain

words. He throws down the gauntlet to

the Co-operationists and evidently ex-
pects them to take it up. He will not
be disappointed. We take it up- We
take it up, with something of

“The stern joy which warriors feel,
In foemeu worthy of their steel.”
And, while we do not make boast, of

our prowess, we feel too keenly the jus-

tice of our cause to permit us to be a
laggard in the fray. We promise, Mr.
Daniels, please God, to be present at the

death, as the hunters say.

There is one part of Mr. Daniels’ “an-

nouncement” which we think in bad
taste; and which might very well have
been omitted. We refer to his expressed
determination to ‘redeem the State.’ That
is a sort of high assumption, that might

be the prerogative of angels, if they were
not too modest; and which tempts per-

sons of much humor to indulge in im-

moderate laughter, when they see it af-

fected by mere mortality, and mere
Democratic mortality, at that.

By the redemption of the State, we
suppose Mr. Daniels means the taking
of North Carolinian public affairs out of
the hands of the Fusionists in 1896. Mr-
Daniels may be able to do this. But if

he shall accomplish it, we shall be ready

to admit, that something greater than
the most difficult of the seven labors of
Hercules has been accomplished by a
mere man. And, in that case, we shall
regret the richness that would have ac-

crued to the story of Greek Mythology,
had Mr. Daniels lived two or three thou-
sand years earlier.

Mr. Daniels undertakes his task with a
splendid courage—a courage which seems
all the more splendid because of the ab-
sence of some other qualities of the thor-
oughly furnished warrior. Indeed, Mr-

Daniels’ courage reminds us strongly of

the story of the bull and the locomotive.
Mr. Daniels intends to “redeem” the

State. He means to take this old Com-
monwealth back into the hands of the

aristocratic coterie that have held it, and
selfishly used it, for the last twenty
years. He means to subject all men and
question, in this State, to the machine
methods, which have been employed for
twenty years. He means to have our

elections so conducted in the future that

there shall be no possibility of ascertain-
ing what the will of the people upon any
question is—that is to say, he means to
govern this State by the will of a min-
ority. He means to put the appointing
of nearly all the county officers into

the hands of a few- Democratic executive
committees.

He means to “redeem” the State We
think Lucifer would use the term in the
same sense, in trying to persuade the an-
gels to quit their innocency, and join him
in his bad rebellion against all good.

We assure Mr. Daniels that we shall

be present at the redeeming. The people
will be present too, and have something

to say about the matter. Never fear for
that! jjJ -

$
*

Eaxctly eight years have passed. A
political revolution has hurled from pow-

er the men who then derided the predic-

tion of the News and Observer that the
men who had obtained power by appeals

to prejudice would be driven from control

of the government of this good Common-

wealth. No one factor—no dozen men—-
no single influence produced this revolu-

tion. But the daily revelation of the
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rottenness and corruption of the Fu-

sionists published in the columns of this

paper opened the eyes of the people who

in the fulness of time rose up in their

majesty and drove from control the men

who had used their power to unworth>

and unpatriotic ends. The only graphic

history of those times is found in the

files of the News and Observer. Step by

step, day by day, here a little and there

a little, the story of scandal, of sin,, of

betrayal of pledges- of selling legisla-

tion, of corrupt bargaining, of debauch-

ery in public life, of venality, of incom-

petence, of wanton disregard of the fun-

damental principles of good government

-—this story was told in an hundred chap-

ters until it was known in every home

in North Carolina. Nobody will ever
know the labor, the sacrifices, the risks

to life, the exertion, the detective work

that was done by the members of the

News and Observer staff. Every man

was imbued witli the spirit of patriotic

desire to rescue the Commonwealth from

the control of men who debauched it- “All

were for the State.” The brilliant stories

of the doings of those days were penned

by men who had no personal ambitions to

gratify, and by men whose sala-

ries provided the merest subsistence.

Every day during that critical period

this paper was published at. a loss. The

first year it spent $5,000 more than its

income, and the second its loss was $2,-

000. Neither then nor at any time has

it permitted the question of revenues to

control its editorial policy. It has had

faith that it would live if it told the

truth, was true to its convictions, and

was courageous enough to stand for the

rights of the people. It defied the power

of the Fusion forces and led in the on-

slaught that put them to rout- When

success came and the State was redeemed,

no man connected with it sought any

political reward or preferment. It had

“fought a good fight, it had kept the

faith,” and certain corporate interests

that had fattened by being hand ijp glove

with the rascals who had been turned
out, sought to destroy it because it stood

in the way of the accomplishment of ‘’¦¦'V

designs. To this end, the Raleigh Tri-

bune had been established by Southern

Railway influences while the Fusionists

were in power. After it had to stop be-

cause decent folks would not tolerat it,

the same influences established WITH
THE SAME MATERIALWHICH HAD

BEEN KEPT FOR THE PURPOSE,

the Morning Post. It was established

for the avowed purpose of destroying the

News and Observer. It has been given

away at any old price or no price at all

to any subscribers who could be induced

to stop tho News and Observer. It has

been the mouth-piece of the Southern

Railway and the Cigarette Trust, the two

influences that dominated the Fusion

gang and now seek through their hypo-

critical organ to dishonor and debauch

the Democratic party. Two months be-

fore that organ of torruption was es-

tablished under its new name, this paper

announced that it would appear and fore-

told the policy it would pursue. Those

predictions have been shown to be true

to the very letter. That paper has
never penned a line except at the dicta-

tion of corporations that wished to prey

on their fellows. It is a standing dis-

grace to decent journalism. Happily its

inspiration has become known of all men

and good men everywhere dread its

praise as they would the sting of a

serpent.

Passing through the period of financial

loss, the News and Observer, in spite of

the relentless warfare of the richest cor-

porations in the State, has grown steadily

in circulation and in business until it

has now a daily circulation exceeding

8,000 copies. This is the statement of

steady growth:

GROWTH OF CIRCULATION.
1304 1,800 subscribers.
1895 ..

.. 2,400
1896 3,100
1897 4,200
1898 4,880

1899 5,200
1900 5,700
1901 6,500

1902 7,054
1903 T 8,100

There has been no such journalistic
success in the history of any newspaper

published in a small city in America.
What has caused this growth? The peo-

ple take it because they wish an inde-
pendent newspaper, without any back-
door influence, that does not crook “the

pregnant hinges of the knee that thrift
may follow fawning.”

The career of the News and Observer

during this past eight years foreshadows
its future course. It will stand for Good
Government, for Progress, for Temper-
ance, for Democracy, for everything that
makes for the honor of North Carolina.
It will appeal to no class, to no special
interest, to no clique, to no men who
use place and power for personal aggran-

dizement. It will have no enemies to

punish and no friends to reward at the
sacrifice of its duty to the whole public.
The hour has arrived when the Demo-
cratic party, having honorably solved the
suffrage problem, must address itself to

the education of the people, to putting
an end to the disgraceful control of leg-

islation by men who make money out
of their political influence, to promot-

ing effective temperance legislation, the
protection of child labor, and the con-
trol of the party and the government by

the will of the majority.
The News and Observer has never

gained anything that it has not had to
fight for. Every step of progress it has
made has been made in the teeth of the
opposition of the privileged interests. It

has never sought to win their help and
has defied them to do their worst. We

shall never court their support. They
do not give their support to any man or
newspaper unless they think they can sil-
ence or control.

To the thousands of good men ana
true, whose faith and support have made
its present success possible, the editor
today returns his sincere thanks. With
their continued confidence, please God,

the paper will be more and more a pow-

er for whatsoever things are good, what-
soever things are pure, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things

make for the welfare of the people of this
sturdy and earnest and straightforward

old Commonwealth.
Conscious of having had no ambition

but to serve the State and help its peo-

ple in every forward movement of prog-

ress and reform, animated by a zeal to

be more useful in the future now that

stormy seas have passed, we feel that

we have reached Appi Foium and can

“thank God and take courage.”

Under le Dome.
The following is the text of an act to

establish an Historical Commission, in-

troduced In the Senate by Senator B ;as-

ley:

Section 1. That an Historical Commis-
sion be and tfie same is hereby estab-
lished, whose duty it shall be to have

collected from the files of old newspapers,
from court records, church records, and
elsewhere, valuable documents, pertain-
ing to the history of the State.

Sec. 2. That the commission shall con-
r<ht of not more than five persons, of
whom three shall constitute a quorum.
Tht y shall be appointed by the Gov-
ernor and shall hold office for a term of
two years from date of their appoint-
ment. They shall serve without salary,
mileage, or per diem.

Sec. 3. That the Commission shall
be authorized to expend a sum not ex-
ceeding five hundred dollars annually in
the collection and transcription o? docu-
ments.

Sec. 1. That the documents collected
and approved shall be published by the
State printers as public printing and
shall be distributed by the State Libra-
rian under the direction of the Commis-
sion.

Sec. 5. That this act be in force from
and after its ratification.

The following petition is being cir-
culated among the truckers and fruit
growers of Eastern North Carolina:

“We, the undersigned Truckers and
Fruit. Growers of Duplin county, con-
scious of the disastrous effects of the
present exorbitant freight and express
rates and constantly slow schedules upon
the trucking industry of our county
hereby petition our Representatives in
the General Assembly now' in session at
Raleigh to enact such special legislation
as will empower our State Corporation
Commission to remedy such existing
evils and to confer if necessary with the
Inter-State Commerce Commission as to
the best plan of guarding the interest
of this growing industry of our State,
which is unjustly burdened by high rates
and slow and careless schedules.”

Oh to be a “Lobbyist,”
And with the candidates stand

Draw pay as “hired Attorneys,”
And in the Cartoons land.

—Duplin Journal.

A group photograph is being made by

Mr. Watson of the members of the House
Judiciary Committee.

Representative Guion, of Craven, was
interviewed today concerning the com-
munication of Mr. G. N. Richardson, ot
Davis, Craven county.

Mr. Guion says he is proud to endorse
Mr. Richardson’s statement, that Davie
is one of the most progressive towns In
Eastern North Carolina, possessing ones
of the largest lumber industries in the
State, the Goldsboro Lumber Company,
and supporting one of the best high
schools in that whole section. “The
town is not only progressing,”
said Mr. Guion, “but the unitea
effort of its citizens for its moral, edu-
cational and commercial upbuilding
makes it an ideal community, and holds
out many enducements to settlers and
investors. The writer of the article re-
ferred to (Mr. Richardson! is a citizen
ot whom the town and county is proud,
and his efforts have ever been directed
to the best interest of his town and
county at large. I take pleasure and
pride in bearing testimony to the facts
stated in response to your interroga*

tions under the suggestion of Mr Rich-
ardson.”

Kodol Dyspepsia Cure digests what you

eat and enables the Stomach and diges-

tive organs to transform all food into
rich, red blood. Cures Dyspepsia and
Indigestion. W. 11. King Drug Co.

Richmond Pearson, the United States

-Minister to Persia, arrived in New York
yesterday.

WERE PEN OFFICERS
CRUEL AND II-

HIAN?
That Charge is Made by Mr.

Bird of Marion.

SUPT. MANN DENIES IT

Detailed Statement of Management ot Convicts

—I wites the Fullest Investiga ion of

Lvcry Jet of the

Offieets.

The public and the penitentiary man-

agement unite in a demand for an in-
vestigation into the charges that come

ft cm Marion. Certain charges of cruelty

to convicts at Marion were published a

few days ago. They were copied into

the News and Observer, and the peni-

tentiary management promptly denounced

them as false. Governor Ayeock sent

the News and Observer clipping to Su-

perintendent Mann with a request for a

full statement as to the reports.
Yesterday Mr. J. C. L. Byrd, a lawyer

at Marion, sent the following letter to

the Charlotte Observer:

To tlie Charlotte Observer:
Col. Olds may disclaim responsibility

for the article copied in your paper from

The Atlanta Constitution and The News

and Observer may declare it “a big fake
story”; but it was the naked, unvarnish-

ed truth. In fact, the author of that ar-

ticle did not do the subject justice. He

told only a part of the truth, for the
conduct of the penitentiary authorities in
removing those convicts at the time, and
in the manner it was done, is a shame

and a disgrace to a civilized people.
The camp where they had been quar-

tered is 26 miles from Marion. The road
is the worst in North Carolina- Super-
intendent Mann had driven over it only

a day or two before in the best rig- the
livery could furnish, and he was loud in
his denunciation of the condition of the
road. The weather was intensely cold.
The streams on the Mitchell side of the
mountain were frozen over, and the con-
victs walked across on the ice. Shackled
together, two and two, they marched over
the frozen mud to the top of the moun-
tain. On the McDowell side, it was not
frozen hard enough to bear up the weight

of a man, so the men were forced to
march in mud, in the middle of the road,
from six inches to two feet deep and

wade the streams. As the men dragged

one foot after another, a shoe would come
off in the mud, the convict would falter
to get it, but the guard, as I am re-
liably informed, would jab him with a
gun, curse him and order him to move
on. When they arrived in Marion, just

before nightfall, after marching 26 miles

that day, they were wet and literally be-
draggled with mud to above their knees.
The shackles that bound them together
were covered with frozen mud, and in
many instances were large as the arm of

a man. The mud was so deep that the

shackle could not be held above it, and

was dragged through it. They were wet,
muddy, tired, worn completely out, and
almost dying. The guards would not al-

low them to march on the stone side-
walks of the town, but kept them in the
middle of the muddy streets- Two poor
fellows, who had fainted on the way.
came in behind the others. One of them

faltered in the mud in the street, and
said he could go no further. He was or-
dered to move on. A citizen, John Yan-
cey, Jr., begged the gard to march the
men on the sidewalk, and thus, they were
partially relieved.

They were marched to the cars, fed on
nothing but cold bread and cold fat

back. They were given a very small por-
tion of corn whiskey, about a gallon for

160 men.
Fifteen to twenty of the men wefe un-

able to walk, and were hauled in wagons.
In one wagon were five men unable to

(hold up their heads, so a driver informs

me. One of the drivers of the wagon

told me that they would groan and beg
for water. They were given water about
twice on the way. Finally the guard be-
came tired of listening to the groans and
requests for water, and told them, “You

need a damn good whipping; shut your
damn mouths.” These men were removed
from the wagon at the door of the car.
One of them had ever appearance of be-
ing dead —he was stark and stiff, and
his face was covered with a cloth. Mr.
John A. McDonald, who saw this, says he
looked like a dead man.

About a month ago a lot of sick men
were brought from the camps and shipped
to Raleigh. When they arrived at the
depot, they were ordered to get out of the
wagons. As they did so, from sheer
weakness, some of them fell and their
faces were bruised in the mud- They
were unable to extricate themselves. Af-
ter a time, a guard ordered the stronger

ones to pull those who had fallen out of

the mud, and they were laid on the plat-
form of the depot. Mr. George I. White,
cashier of the First National Bank, saw
this sickening sight.

When the convicts were first sent to

the road in Mitchell county about a year

ago, it was a very cold time. When they

reached Toe river, near Spruce Pine, the
river was running with mush ice- The
convicts were ordered to wade the river,
and they did. lam informed by men who
say they were present and saw it, that
THE GUARDS RODE ACROSS THE
RIVER ON THE BACKS OF THE

CONVICTS.

There can be no excuse offered why it

was necessary to remove those men in

such weather. There is no human reason
why a number of men who are too sick

to hold up their heads should be dumped
into a wagon and hauled in such weather,
and over such roads, 26 miles in one clay.

Superintendent Mann was conversant, or
ought to have been, with the condition

of the men under him; he knew what the

weather was, and he knew the condition

of the roads. The physician in charge, it

seems, mig’ht have prevented, f°r e

sake of humanity, the removal of these

siclc men.
If it was necessary to remove them,

certainly any reasonable man knows that

26 miles is too far to march men, shackled
together, in one day- One mile is too far

to march them through mud as deep as

the mud is on that road. Such conduct
of the authorities deserves the most se-
vere condemnation, and should be at once

investigated. The Solicitor of the dis-

trict, Hon. Joseph F. Spainhour, has

been notified of the occurrence, and it’s

up to him to see what he will do at the

next term of our court.

The following gentlemen, among the

best men in town, know the truth of the
above statements, viz.: B. B. Price,
George I- White, J- G. Neal, W. T. Mor-
gan, D. N. Lonon, W. W. Cooper, John

Yancey, Jr., R. S. Cooper, W- B. Ratliff,
J. A. McDonald, De Brutz Cutler, Dr. G.
S. Kirby and a score of others.

Respectfully,
J. L. C- BIRD-

Marion. N. C., Jan. 29, 1903.

INTERVIEW WITH SUPT. MANN.
The above letter from Mr. Byrd was

shown yesterday afternoon to Superin-
tendent Mann, of the State Prison. Mr.

Mann said that he had written a letter
to tile Governor giving the facts about
the movement of these convicts. He said
in addition that one of the reasons for
moving the convicts was a humane one,
He wished to move all except the heart-
iest convicts to a less severe climate.

“I invite the fullest investigation of
the matter. There is not a single thing
that I have hidden from tihe public about
the movement. Every care was taken to

move the convicts in the way that would
not subject them to any severer hard-
ships than was possible to avoid and

I am greatly surprised at the statement

published by Mr. Byrd. An investigation

will show that there is no blame to be

attached to the penitentiary authorities.

1 wish every act thrown opeu and widely
known to the end that tin* public may

know every detail and evorv act by

every employee of the penitentiary. The

movement was ordered by the Board of

Directors, and I went myself to the camp

to make all the arrangements and used
every effort and care that was possible
to make the march as easy and as com-
fortable as it coujd be done. 1 was not

present on the inarch and of course 1

cannot say there was no cursing by any

of the guards or employees, but it is

against the regulations for anything of

this kind to occur, and I would punish
it by dismissal, and the guards all know

this.
“The movement was a humane one

and ought to have been made. There is
nothing about it that I wish to con-

ceal, on the contrary 1 wish the people
of North Carolina to know everything
that was done from first to last. If there

was any inhumanity on the part of any

of the employees of the penitentiary, I

wish to know it specifically. I will taße

immediate steps to see that no person

is continued in the penitentiary who is

shown to be guilty. This will be done

at once without waiting for a meeting

of the Board of Directors. The manage-

ment of the penitentiary has always

treated the prisoners with every proper

cave, and there is not a single act of my

entire administration that the people of

North Carolina are not welcome to know.

I invite an investigation throughout—-

from first to last.

“No complaint has been heard from

a single convict, though if any had been

made it would have received prompt

consideration and investigation.”

LETTER TO Tt E GOVERNOR.
The follo’.vini is the full text of the

letter addressed by Superintendent Mann

to the Governor:
Raleigh, N. C., Jan. 28, 1903.

His Excellency. Governor C. B. Aycoek,
Raleigh, N. C.
My Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your

letter of January tho 25th, enclosing a

clipping from The News and Observer m

reference to a movement of some prison-

ers from Spruce Pine to Raleigh and

charging that two of them died en route

and that all were compelled to undergo
severe hardships.

I beg to state that the report contained
in the clipping is absolutely and unquali-

fiedly false. No prisoner who started
from Spruce Pine died anywhere en route,

although some very sick ones were moved

and are now in the hospital at the pris-

on. Not only is the report untrue, but

a reporter at Marlon, whence this special

report to the Observer was sent, inquir-

ed of two of the officers of the prison
while at Marion if two of the convicts

had not died on the way from Spruce
Pine and while waiting at Marion, and
was informed on two separate occasions
that this report was untrue and that
none had died, and by one of the officers
he was especially requested not to re-

port any such talse rumor to the press.

It. may be of some interest to you to

learn more particularly of this move-
ment. about which so many falsehoods
have been told. At the last meeting of

the Board of Directors of the prison it

was decided to remove from the moun-
tains the men who had been at work at

railroad building there for the past

eighteen months. The company for whom

we had been working agreed that this

might be done on the 20th of January,

although they greatly desired them to

continue the work. Having determine!
upon tho movement, I visited the camp,

arriving at Spruee Pine on the evening

of the 17th. While there I made every

arrangement for as safe and comforta-
ble a movement as I possibly could. On

the 20th I returned to Marion. Ther°

was at that time much ice in the moun-
tains, some snow, and a great deal oi

sleet. One hundred and eighty-five pris-

oners and employes left Spruce Pine o.i

the morning of the 21st at daylight. - 15

abundance of provisions had been pr<

pared for them during their journey. Be-

fore leaving the camps each man was

provided with a pair of new woolen pants,

a good woolen coat, a pair of good un-

der-pants, two good cotton shirts, a pah

of new shoes and a pair of now sockt.

All had good caps with flaps to protect

their ears. By my directions, a single

wagon and a large caldron and an ample

supply of coffee had been sent ahead a

day previous to a point half way front

Spruce Pine to Marion, with instructions
to have a supply of good, strong hot cof-

fee prepared for the men by the time they

should reach the half-way point. Four

or five four-horse wagons accompanied

the men, carrying blankets, provisions

and such necessary articles, including

extra shoes, &c.. as might be needed on

the trip. There were five sick men a-

the camp—two of them quite sick with

pulmonary trouble. The other three,

while not able to 'work, were still, but

slightly, sick. Those who were but

slightly sick rode on the wagon; tho. e

who were very sieV were carried in the

body of the wagon, which had been filled

about half full with comfortable blankets
None who were at all sick were required

(Continued on Page Six.)
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