
DR. KINGSBURY WRITES
OF GREAT PULPIT ORATORS

And Discourses Delightfullyof Doub, Deems, Moran,

Reid, Closs, Burton, Archer, Wilson and
Others He Has Known.

The North Carolina white members of
the Southern Methodist Episcopal
Church now number not far from 1150,000
—the exact number I do not know. In
1859. tho number of members belonging
to the North Carolina Conference was
59,000, with something over 100 minis- j
ters. Then all the Methodists living be-
yond Roanoke River were members of
the Virgftiia Conference, its boundaries
extending to said river. The Tennessee
Holston Conference extended then into
Western North Carolina absorbing thou-
sands of Methodist members. Now they
are all members of the lately formed
Western North Carolina Conference.
Hence, in fact, the large increase in the
two North Carolina Conferences- In 1859,
and long before, there were some very

notable preachers. I have some times
found myself asking, are there as many
men of pulpit power, superior gifts and
genuine eloquence now as were in active
work in that Year of Grace. 1853,
and for some years before? Are there
any preachers who in mental accom-
plishments and vigor, commanding and
true eloquence, powers of debate, theolo-
gical learning and magnetic force equal
to the foreanost men of that time?. Are

there really' now any men who are the '
full equals of Doub, Deems, Moran, N. F. I
Reid, William Closs, Robert O. Burton. i
Philemon W. Archer, Bryant, Joel W.
Tucker, N- H. D. Wilson, Rufus T. Hes- j
lin and perhaps one or two others? I j
cannot answer, but I doubt if it is so. !
After Archer had gone, to the Virginia j
Conference, he said to me after listening
to a sermon by Dr. Peter Doub as to

whether the divinity' of Christ suffered j
in His crucifixion or no: “You have one j
great preacher in, the North Carolina J
Conference.” I asked to whom he Te- !
ferred. His answer was, Peter Doub.
Dr. Deems knew well personally that
famous Bishop and orator, Bascom, of
Kentucky, not native, but resident there,
I believe it was. He said to me in one
of our many familiar talks: “Moran has
a mind singularly like that which Bas-
com had, but it is of loftier and broader
compass.” He was very intimate with

Moran (who was an Irishman by birth),

and delivered an address in Wilmington
over his departed friend whose body was
brought here for interment from New
York city, where he had died. The very
gifted Rev. Dr. Joseph R. Wilson, form-

erly' pastor of First Presbyterian church,

in this city', delivered an admirable, most
felicitous, most impressive address on

the occasion. I never heard a better one
at such a solemn time. These three most
remarkably endowed ministers were per-

sonally very intimate, and had promised

to attend the funeral of the first one of
the number who died. This brought Dr.
Deems, from New York, and Dr. Wilson

from the Theological Seminary at Clarks-
ville, Tenn. Dr. Deems spoke with force
and tenderness, but it was not equal to

his best efforts in his manhood’s prime.
Looking back I rejoice to know that I

was so intimate in friendship with Deems
and Moran, of whom I have many remi-
niscences, and from whom I had many

expressions of friendship. My association
with Dr. Wilson has been so very pleas-
ant that I sincerely regret his absence
from this city, was enforced by impaired
health and advancing years. He is one

of the very best writers as to style that

I know among Presbyterians, past and
present, and the Southern clergy gener-
ally. He resides now with his distin-
guished son, President Woodrow Wilson,
of Princeton University, New Jersey’.

May his last years be his sweetest and
best, full of grace and love-

Bry'ant, or Bryan, for I forget which,
was indeed a man of very rare gifts. I
heard him in the fifties deliver a Masonic
address at Oxford, that was alike grand,

fascinating and eloquent, and much su-
perior to any’ I have yet heard. Judge
Kerr, himself an orator and well culti-
vated in letters, heard him deliver a lec-

ture at Yaneeyville, N. C., some years

later, and he remarked afterwards that
it was of superlative elegance and in-

terest, and was so fine it would have
brought him fame if delivered in any'

great city. Judge Kerr was a Baptist.

Joel W. Tucker was a very remarkable
man. and a preacher of originality and
genuine power. He published a sermon
of much length, and of most acute, mas-

terly reflection and discrimination. It
was entitled, “God Sovereign and Man
Free.” Rev. Jacob Doll, one of the best

known Presbyterian clergymen in the

northern counties of the State in the
forties and fifties, said to Judge Kerr—

(they lived in the same town, and were
neighbors and friends), that “God did
not raise up in a century more than one
man who could preach a sermon equal-

ling that one by Mr. Tucker.”
My very intimate friend told me of this

highly complimentary remark. Mr. Doll
gave a similar opinion to the late Dr.
Thomas P. Atkinson, of Danville,
a Prebyterian Ruling Elder for forty
years or more, and a first cousin of the
late Bishop Thomas Atkinson, of this
city’. He was my’ own close friend- He
died in 1875. I have recently written at
length in the News and Observer of Dr.
Deems. I have classified in my mind the
seven or eight greatest sermons. I have

hoard in a long time. Three of those
sermons were preached by’ Deems, Bur-

ton and Moran. As the eloquent Tom

Lowe and I were sitting together listen-
ing to a wondrously powerful and up-

lifting sermon in Halifax town by Dr.

Burton, he turned to me and with striking

emphasis, said: “I tell you when Burton
gets off he is equal to any one.” I do
not think I ever heard any sermon greater

than that one, except two or three by
Bishop Alpheus W. Wilson, of Mary-

land, but o-ne of the twelve or more living

Southern Methodist Bishops. I was told
some yeairs ago that when Bishop Gal-
loway, himself a minister of high gifts

and excellent preaching ability, was

holding a district Conference up the

railroad towards Charlotte from Wil-
mington, he was asked: “Bishop, who
is the greatest preacher in the Methodist
Episcopal Church?” The answer came at

once, “Bishop Wilson is the greatest

preacher in the w’orld.” He is the great-

est I ever heard when he is in his best
trim with his “singing robes” on. He is

a noble character, too—simple, unosten-

tatious, without frills, easy of access,

lovable and groat. It is an axiom that

the truly great men are always simple
and unpretending. But how’ do some
men strut and perform when “clothed
with a little brief authority.” They “make
angels weep ” I have heard preachers
from Brooklyn and New York to Mem-

phis, and of several denominations, i
Among Baptists I heard Fuller, J. A.
Broadus, Curry', Sam Ford, Wingate and
other eminent preachers, and one very

distinguished from Boston, in 1868, but
I do not recall his name now’. I have
heard Moses Hoge, Vaughan, Wilson I
and a dozen other able, well finished
Presbyterians. I have heard Hawks,
Ives, Atkinson, Balch, and other eminent
Episcopal divines in both sections. I
have heard Bishops Pierce, Duncan, Wil-
son, Keener. Parker, Dr. James A. Dun-
can and other preachers of fame and
force, but none equalled the sermons I
heard from Wilson and Burton.

But there may be now’ just as much
talent and eloquence and reflective power

among the Methodist preachers in this

State as in the time before the great
war. But if so, then I am not properly
or sufficiently informed. I do not gain- I
say the fact.

I heard Dr. N. F- Reid preach sermons !
in Beaufort and Salisbury quite forty
years ago that I recall with great de-
light. They were very’ striking and
tender and heart moving. I remember
them more distinctly now than I do near-
ly' all of the sermons I have heard in the
last twenty-five years. 1 might cite

some others.

Rev. William Closs, D. D., was a- Vir-
ginian by birth. I think his entire min-

isterial life was given to North Carolina.
I never met him until 1859, when I heard
him preach a fairly good sermon. Late-r,

about 1864, I heard a better effort from i
him at Weldon. It was decidedly inter- |
esting, and abounded in more of impres-
sive diction than I anticipated. My im-
pression is, that he was not as able in

the pulpit as he was on the floor as a
debater. I heard long ag-o a description
of him that was amusing, if not pre-

cisely accurate. There was a camp ¦
meeting. A brother of Dr. Closs’ was ;
journeying towards it when he met a 1
countryman- He inquired of him if he
had been to the camp meeting, and if so,
what was the news? The reply came:
“Yes, I’m just from there- There is
mighty good prospect. When I left, a
preacher was going it strong. He had
got but one side of his mouth open and j
was doing wonders. What will happen
when he gets the tother side open, I can’t j
tell.” The brother was satisfied as to i
who it was. I never heard Dr. Closs 1
make an elaborate speech, but I have :
heard enough to judge of his clearness,
acuteness and vigor. When he died and
that great preacher, Bishop George F.
Pierce, of Georgia, heard of it, he said:
“Dr. Closs was the greatest debater in

the General Conference” —at that time, of !
course. By the way, the Bishop was a j
grandson of North Carolina. His father, j
the eminent, wise and very great preach-
er, Dr. Lovick Pierce, was born in HalL

fax county, N. C. I asked Dr. Deems
cnce: “Who is the greatest preacher you

ever heard?” I expected him to name
that marvellous Methodist orator, the
president of Dickenson College, Pa., at

which Deems was educated. I forget just
now his name- The answer I recall pre-
cisely: “When Lovick Pierce is at his
best, I never heard greater.” I believe
Dr. Deems regarded him as superior to
his eminent and eloquent son. I heard
the Bishop but once, but he was not elo-
quent in the least that day. The birds
do not always sing their richest notes.
Homer sometimes nods. The harp is not
always strung. The orator often reposes
upon his laurels gained. I -suppose Dr.
Closs was not strictly an eloquent man.
He was very companionable and useful,
and was, I think, a wise, safe man, an
excellent counsellor and true friend. He
long served God and humanity, ami died
a true, unfaltering believer in the dear
Son of God, the adorable Savior of
sinners. He died at his son-in-law’s
home at Enfield in 1881, I believe it was),

about 74 years of age. I had gone to

Enfield to deliver an address at the re-
quest of the thousand and more Metho-
dists on the oldest of circuits in the con-
ference, Roanoke, upon the late Rev.
Thomas G. Lowe. Dr. Closs was ill when
I arrived at Enfield. I called to see him.
found him apparently not hopelessly sick-
He was cheerful, genial, gracious, as was
his wont. I saw him some two days
later, and regretted to see that he had
declined somewhat. I met in his room
Rev. Mr. Arnold, Rev. C. M. Cooke, and
a very pleasant, promising young minis-
ter who died within two years of con-
sumption, but whose name escapes me. I
shall never forget that meeting and the
parting for all time. The venerable divine
said this: “If it had been my Heavenly
Father’s will I would have been glad to
have lived a few years longer that I
might serve Him further and do some
good to my fellow men. As to
my future life, I attended to

that long ago-” When we made
him good-bye, the three preachers each
shook his hand with words of blessing. I
was last and he almost broke my heart,
for when I came to him and extended my
hand for final parting, he threw his arms
around my nock, drew me to his bosom,
and gave mo his fatherly benediction. I
was not anticipating such a demonstra-
tion of affection; for whilst he had been

I ever kind and genial towards me, I did
not know he loved me so. I shed tears

of regret and sympathy then, knowing
that in this little life I should never be-
hold him again, and I thanked God in my
heart for such a manifestation of partial-
ity and friendship. Many a time since
—now more than twenty years—have I
felt the tears falling over my face as I
have recalled that scene of tenderness,
and as I write cannot refrain from both
thanksgiving and tears. I rejoice that

I ever knew William Closs, God’s serv-
ant and my friend.

There have been maay anecdotes of
him current for a half century or longer.
All know perhaps the one told of him
when he was on his first circuit, Mata-

-1 niuskeet. if that be the spelling. In his
last prayer to his congregation, he said:

i “And now O, Lord, I do beseech thee
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that thou wouldst send to these people

for the next year a preacher whom, they

will like better than they like this

preacher-” There were sounding Amens

heard about the congregation. But this

did not worry or dismay the young man.

He continued: “And O, Lord, I most
humbly beseech Thee to send this preach-

er to a people that he will like better

than he likes these people. Amen. He

served his church, his adopted State, his

congregation, and his Lord and Saviour
with zeal, ability, fidelity, and useful-

ness, and “falling on sleep” he dwells
safely and eternally in the Christians
Home. God bless the memory of Wil-
liam Closs.

Rev. Rufus T. Heflin. D D., was a

native of Oxford, as is also the eminent
divine and professor in Vanderbilt Un4-
versity, Rev. Wilbur F. Tillett, D. D.
I wont to school w'ith Dr. Heflin- He
was gifted, and personally a capital good
fellow. He was a,n excellent preaches*,
a writer of decided gifts, wrote some

pleasant verse, and as the first editor of
tho Raleigh Christian Advocate did an
important and meritorious work for his

church. He was the ablest man ever
connected with that paper, and by much
odds. He removed to Texas where ho

died. He was a true friend of this
writer, and is held in tender remem-
brance. He was succeeded by Rev. Wil-
liam E. Pell, who conducted that paper

for several years with ability and in-
dustry. He was a very diffuse writer,
but a man of intellectual parts, and a
very earnest Methodist. I will mention
here a bit of personal history. Four con-
secutive years I was solicited to take
the editorship of the Advocate, but de-
clined- At Raleigh, in 1861, the Board of
Managers, who owned it, composed I
think of twenty-one members, gave me
every vote. I)r. John F. Foard, a warm

friend, still living, I rejoice to know, but

in advanced years, not being short of 78:
was president of the Board. Rev. Dr.
Mangum, my very dear friend, and Rev.
Moses J. Hunt, a native of Granville, in-

formed me of my election. I declined for

reasons satisfactory to myself. At
Greensboro I could have got the place as
at Moeksville if I had so desired- Dr.
Deems interviewed me as the Board was
in session, but I declined, and suggested
the re-election of Rev. Mr. Pell as the

most available man, as he was, for Deems,
N. F. Reid and other competent min-
isters would not accept the place. Later
Dr Deems and I were elected contribut-
ing editors. I do not think the Doctor
wrote anything for it. I wrote some ar-

ticles. I believe this was in 1863. Mr.
Pell founded the Raleigh Sentinel soon
after the war, and made it most efficient
and important. He had real talents for

political journalism, and would have made
a decided success if he had devoted him-

self entirely to politics. At one time he
had some connection with the Raleigh
Standard, but not editorially, I think. I

do not recall the year, but I remember 1
visfting him in one of the rooms of that
office when on Hillsboro street. He had
a very shrewd, managing capacity. He

has two gifted and successful sons living

—one Rev- Dr. Pell,, a Methodist, in
Richmond, Va-, and the other a Presby-

terian divine in South Carolina. Mr.
Pell was born at Eden ton, N. C., in 1811,
and died at Raleigh in 1870, very highly
esteemed.
THEODORE BRYANT KINGSBURY;

Wilmington. N. C., Jan. 21, 1903.

TRIUMPHS OF 1902.
Seldom if ever in any one year of the

history of the world have so many im-
portant events of universal interest tak-
en place, America, England, Germany

and France have each participated. The
President of the United States welcomed
and entertained H. R. H- Prince Henry

of Prussia at the White House, Edward
the VIII. was crowned King of England
and. Emperor of India, the German Em-
peror had his American built yacht,
“Meteor,” christened; France had the
unveiling of the Rochambeau Statue,

and at. all functions attending these

celebrations Moet & Chandon’s Cham-
pagne was used exclusively. This in-
deed is an unparalleled record, which is
proof positive of the superiority and
popularity of the renowned brand of
Moet & Chandon White Seal.
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I Beautiful Thoughts I
The sweet, pure breath of the babe is sug- S

festive of innocence and health. Some chil- I
ren are as light and delicate as the modest |

flower, some are strong and bright, some are I
frail and sickly.

A mother’s yearning tor children is insep- 1
arable from a love of the beautiful, and it fj
behooves every woman to bring the sweet- 3
est influence to bear on the subject of her 1
maternity.

.
I

To make easy that period when life Is |
born again, nan 8

Mother’s Friend
is popularly used. It Is a liniment, oasily |
administered and for external use only.

No risk, no experiment, merely a pain |
reliever and harmless. I

Pregnant women are earnestly entreated jj
to try this remedy, it being undeniably a I
friend to her during nature’s term of sus- I
pense, tears and anticipation.

Mother’s Friend, if used diligently I
throughout gestation, -will soften the breasts, 8
thereby preventing cracked and sore nipples. ?
All tissues, muscles and tendons straining I
with the burden will soften, relax, become U

P soothed, supple and elastic from Its coutln- B
r acd application.

Allfibres In the abdominal region will re- I
spon dreadily to the expanding cover contain- B
lng tha embryo ts Mother’s Friend is ad- I
mmistsred externally all during pregnancy. I

Allrcllablo druggists sail this remedy for B
$1 per bottle |

A really valuable treatise on motherhood H
will be sent free, If you write us.

THE BRADNELD REGULATOR CO., I
Atlanta, Ga.
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DR. RAPPORT.
Durham »

* ¦ c.
'¦* Refracting Optician.

" Glasses made to fit all sights by one who
is well known and reliable; one who under-
stands the eyes their defects and their rela-
tion to human ills- Office 115 W Main St-

Do You Enjoy
What You Eat?

jj.rL_...
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“When you take Kodol

everything you eat tastes

good.”

If you don’t yous food does not do you much
good. Kcdol Dyspepsia Cure is the remedy that
every one should take when there is any thing

wrong with the stomach. There is no way to

maintain the health and strength of mind and
bbdy except by nourishment. There is no way

to nourish except through the stomach. The
stomach must be kept healthy, pure and sweet

or the strength will let down and disease will

set up.

No appetite, loss of strength, nervousness, head-
ache, constipation, bad breath, sour risings, indi-
gestion, dyspepsia and all stomach troubles are

quickly cured by the use of Kodol. Kodol repre-
sents the natural juices of digestion combined
with the greatest known tonic and reconstructive
properties. It cleanses, purifies and sweetqns the
stomach. When you take Kodol everything you
eat tastes good, and every bit of the nutriment
that it contains is assimilated and appropriated
by the blood and tissues. Kodol gives health to

the sick and strength to the weak.

KODOL

“Why don’t you take

Kodol? I was troubled with
dyspepsia for 18 or 20
years and had gotten so
bad that I had to be very
careful what I ate. 1 had
pains at night so that I

could not sleep, and pains
in the stomach before and
after eating. My druggist

asked me to try Kodol,

which 1 did. I used some
3or 4 bottles. It has now
been two years since I used
Kodol and I have had no
stomach trouble since. By
all means you should get a
bottle at once.”
E. D. Smith, Murray, Neb.

KODOL
Digests what you eat

Makes
The Stomach Sweet. ¦

DYSPEPSIA CURE
Bottles only.—Regular Size, SI.OO, holding 2Vj times as much as the trial size which sells for 50 cents, t

Prepared only by E. C. DeWITT St CO., Chicago, Ts. 8. A.

Established 1850,

National Life Insurance Company
! OF VERMONT.

, i - .jjjj ,-1 'j*T| •-H (MUTUAL.)

JANUARY 1. 1903.
Assets, ------ $25,335,030.36
Surplus, - 2,584,763.70
Insurance in force, - - - - 118,301,698.13

DURING 1902.
Increase in assets, - $2,950,766.99
Increase in surplus, - 354*551*33
Increase in insurance, - 9,728,647.67
Increase in income, - 697,139.54
Increase in payment to policy-holders, - 246,722,56

Desirable contracts to those who can write business. Experience not necessary [f

you are not satisfied with your present income, address

SHEETS & LINDSEY, Managers, Raleigh, N C,

The North Carolina Hot Springs!
The Mountain Park Hotel.

HOT SPRINGS - - - -N.C.

Hot mineral drinking water and baths, with temperature rang* 1

ing fi om ninety-six to one hundred and ten degrees. Strongly Alka-
line, and Nature’s Specific for Rheumatism, Gout, Sciatica, and all
kindred troubles. There are no cases which they will not greatly re-

lieve.. and few which they will not positively cure, if faithfully used.
These springs are in the grounds of the

MOUNTAIN PARK HOTEL
a hostelry with accommodations for three hundred guests, and New
Modern, Elegant. Situated in a park of one hundred acres, on the
banks of the French Broad River, thirty-five miles west of Asheville,

on the main line of the Southern Railway, surrounded by some of
the grandest mountains east of the Rocky Mountains. No humidity,

no fogs. A delightful home for the pleasure-seeker, an Eden for the
rheumatic. No healthier, no more delightful place in the worlcj

Write us for lllustrted Booklet, with analysis and testimonials.

HOWELL COBB, Prop.
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