
HON. E. W. POU’S SPEECH
ON ANTI-TRUST COMEDY

The Bill of the Republicans Terrible in its Impotence.

Can it Fool the People

Longer?

The following is the full text of the re -

cent speech made in Congress by Hon.

Edward W. Pou, member of the National

House of Representatives from the
Fourth district:

Mr. Pou said:
Mr. Chairman: It is probaly not out

of place at this time for some one to
call the attention of the country to the
comedy in which certain politicians arc
engaged.

A very serious proposition confronts
the Republican party. It is this: How-
far can it really proceed with anti-trust
legislation without injuring the trusts?
How drastic a bill can it pass which
will really be inoperative? How far
can it proceed with the attack and yet

leave its trust friends uninjured? Js it
possible for it to do the Sherman Act
o\or again? Can it fool the people a

little while longer?

The provisions of all the bills which

Republican ingenuity up to this time,
has been able to evolve may be summed
up under two heads. First, the require- i
rnent of publicity in the management of j
the trusts; second, the inhibition against

discrimination in interstate commerce, j
The first four sections of the substitute j
offered by the Judiciary Committee re- j
quire publicity. The fifth. sixth and

seventh sections present the plan of the ;
committee whereby discrimination may ,
bc prevented. The eighth, ninth, tenth, j
and eleventh sections’provide machinery
by which the law is to be enforced. The

trusts do not appear to be alarmed at
all at the proposed legislation, and. so |
far as appears, the legislation stimulates
but little hope in the breasts of those
who have suffered. In my opinion, Mr.
Chairman, the bill is utterly inadequate.

It really looks, Mr. Chairman, as if the
substitute bill were drawn to protect the
tiusts which are now oppressing the peo-
ple. for upon its very threshold the
bill exempts all of these law-breakers
from its operation. It provides "that
every corporation which may be herc-
alter organized shall, at the time of en-
gaging in interstate or foreign commerce,
file the return herinafter provided for.’
I do not believe that the publicity re-
quired by this bill will afford any sub-
stantial remedy, but it appears that a
majority of the committee, for some rea-
son, has left absolutely exempt from
the operation of the bill all corporations
except those which may be hereafter or-
ganized. What have our great law-
breakers done that they should be thus
favored by the majority of the commit-
tee? Why should *'— be permitted to
enjoy this advantage? Why should they

be allowed to live in the shadow, while

new trusts must live in the sunlight?

A favorite expression of our Republi-
can friends is that there are good trusts
and bad trusts. The majority of the

committee has evidently observed this

distinction. The old trusts are the good

tiusts. Those that are to be hereafter |
organized are the bad trusts. The old

trusts may operate in the dark; the new
trusts must operate in the light.

What will be the effect of this exemp- j
tion? If your publicity idea amounts to l
anything, then, in my opinion, j
if it is of any real benefit to
the people, if its effect shall be to force ;
the trusts to comply witn the law, then, !

in my opinion, it will be a long time be- I
lore any new trusts are organized. Old
charters will be bought in order that
the law may be evaded, and it will be
many years before any bad trusts will

rise up to challenge the supremacy of the |
good trusts whica you are permitting
to live in the dark.

But what will your trusts care about
your publicity requirement anyway? The j
good trusts, those that are to sit in
darkness, care but little about the pub-

licity of their operations. We know they

water their stock. We know that nearly

all of them are over-capitalized. Take,
as an illustration any one of the great ,

trusts of the country. Many people al-
ready know

Its name, date of organization, when :
and where organized, statutes under

which it is and all amend- ;
ments thereof; if consolidated, the con- j
stituent companies, when and where or- 1
ganized, with the same information as
to such constituent companies; if reor-
ganized, name of original corporation or

corporations, the law under which all re-

organizations have taken plactj, with Iho

same information as to all prior compa-

nies in the chain of reorganization:
amount of authorized capital stock,

shares into which it is divided, par i
value, whether common or preferred, and
distinction between them; amount is-

sued and outstanding; amount paid in;

how much, if any. paid in cash, and how

much, if anly, paid in propertj if unj

part in property, the kind, character,

and location, its cash market value at

the time it was received in payment; the

name and address of each officer, mana-
ger. agent, and director; a title ana

correct copv of, its articles of incorpora-

tion; a full, frue, and correct copy of

any and all rules, regulations, and by-

laws adopted for the management of its

business.
It would probably not be a very dif-

ficult task to procure substantially this

information about any of the great cor-

porations of the country engaged in in-

terstate business. Some of the compa-

nies themselves do not hesitate to give

much of it to the public. Some of the

great newspapers of the country, loyal

to the interest of the people, have al-
itady procured much of the information
and have given it to the public. Ihe

people have a tolerably correct estimate
oi the trusts. Perhaps it would be well
enough to require all of the trusts, the
good and the bad. those who sit in

darkness as well as those who are to
lit in the light, to furnish such infor-
mation in a sworn statement to a Gov- j
eminent official. Rut the point I am
making is this: The requirement of
publicity does not accomplish what both
political parties have promised to per-
form. Publicity does not, strike at the
root of the evil: it does not strike from
the hands of the consumer the shackle?
which the trusts have put upon him.
Everybody knows Pm is at their mercy
NY hat does the trust care, so long ;•?

Congress leaves the consumer in its pow-
er? The publicity idea is not a very

bright idea. It will not fool anybody. It

Is a makeshift. It is merely an effort

to temporize with a great question,
which will be regarded with contempt by

the American people.
The anthracite coal strike began on

May 14, 1802. It terminated on October
I 2U, 1902, having lasted nearly six months.
; The miners demanded at first that wages

1 should be increased 20 per cent. This
i demand was subsequently modified into

I a request that wages should be increased

; io per cent, and that a ton of coal should
consist of 2,240 pounds, and that a man
should bc appointed by the miners to

witness the weighing of the coal. In

IfiOO, I believe, the miners had secured an
| advance of 10 per cent in their wages,

I but this slight increase did not cover the

increased cost of living. From 1896 until

19C2 the cost of living had increased
nearly 50 per cent. Republican orators
and the Republican press of the country

during those years were constantly re-
minding the people of the unprecedented
prosperity which the country was enjoy-
ing, and especially the laboring men.
He was the especial pet of that party.
The great Republican heart beat for him
as for no other human being in the uni-
verse.

Ah! Mr Chairman, they wanted his
vote. But when the toiler, who spends

most of his life in the bowels of the
earth shut off front pure air and sun-
shine, demanded an increase of 10 per
cent in his wages, and ...<it 2,240 pounds
should bn received as a ton of coal, and
that his representative should see that
he was not cheated in the weighing of
the coal, the trust said. "No, this de-
mand is unreasonable. Republican pros-
perity has not yet reached this point.
You must continue to dig. and you must
continue to dig out a 3,000 ton of coal
and my representative, not yours, shall
sayy whether the product of your labor
jis correctly weighed.” Seven great rail-

| read corporations control nearly 70 per
j cent of the total anthracite coal pro-
duced.

Under Republican protection there has
been an enormous increase in the value
of stocks in these corporations. Repub-
lican statesmen have been constantly
congratulating the country upon the
enormous increase in railroad earnings;

but when confronted with the proposi-

| tion to increase the wages of the miners

j 1o per cent, these corporations flatly
rifuse. As a result, 147,000 miners quit
work. What then? Cold weather came
on and with it great suffering. Anxiety
was written on the faces of the poor in
the cities and towns all over the
country. Even food products were burn-
ed in order that life might be sustained.
Churches, school houses, and other pub-
lic buildings were thrown open in order
that the poor might not freeze to death.
Even in Washington it was difficult for
the Government to procure enough coal
to heat its buildings. In Boston and
New York coal went to $5 per ton, in
Philadelphia to $24 per ton, to S2O per
ton in numbers of places. Did anybody
suppose that publicity would relieve this
situation? Does the Republican party
propose to answer this cry of distress
w ith a stereotyped statement . showing
the officers of these seven corporations,
the amount of their cash stock, how much
money they paid in and how much prop-
erty conveyed, the name and address
of each officer, and a true and correct
copy of their articles of incorporation?

Do you gentlemen upon the Republican

side think you can satisfy the moral

sentiment of this country by any such
subterfuge?

In the midst of all this distress what
did you do? Did you then dare to say
that your publicity law, this iridescent
idea of your President, was sufficient?
Not at all. But in the mist of it all you

adopted a Democratic idea. (Applause on
the Democratic side.) You invoked a
great Democratic principle when you

were forced to repeal the duty of 67

cents per ton upon anthracite coal for
cne year. You got that suggestion from

the Democratic platform of 1900, which
I will read: “Tariff laws should he
amended by putting the products of
trusts upon the free list to preent

monopoly under the plea of protection."
Your President had said that there was
no duty upon anthracite coal. He found

he was mistaken, and with great pro-
fessions of patriotism, flavored with tears
of pity for the distressed, you came in

here and admitted that in the extreme
exigency of the hour the best you could
do was to put coal temporarily upon

the free list. Before I conclude I shall
return to this subject with some furth-
er obserajions.

Now, what is the second remedy which
cur Republican friends offer? It is this:

That, any person, carrier, lessee, draw-

er. officer, roceicvr, agent, or represen-
tative of a carrier, subject to the act
to regulate commerce, who or which shall
offer, grant, give, solicit, accept, or re-
ceive any rebate, concession, facilities
er, officer, receiver, agent, or represoii-

tion of any property in interstate or
foreign commerce for any common car-
rier subject to such act whereby any

such property shall, by any device what-
ever, be transported at a less rate than
that named in the tariffs published and

filed by such carrier,,or shall receive any
advantage byway of facilities or ser-
vices, shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and shall. upon conviction
thereof, be subject to a fine of not less

than SI,OOO.

Mr. Chairman, this section is terrible
in its impotence. Our Republican
friends propose to answer the demand
of the people of this country for relief
by saying to the common carriers, "You
shall not transport articles of commerce
from one State to another at a less rate

than you publish.” This is indeed a po-

tent requirement. Tt is creditable to the

conscience of the Republican party. This
bill does not offer any plan by which

these agencies of interstate commerce

arc prevented from putting up their rates
as high as they see fit, but they become
guilty of a crime when they haul articles

of commerce at a less charge than they

themselves have published. In other

words, the Republican party r. : "You

must do what you say you are going to
do, if you do not. you shall be subject

to a fine of not less than $1,000." Another
subterfuge, Mr. Chairman. No wonder

th< trusts are serene in their conscious-
ness of perfect safety.

Mr. Thayer. Will the genthufian allow
me a question?

The Chairman. Does the gentleman
from North Carolina yield to the gen-
t'tman from Massachusetts?

Mr. Pou. I do.
Mr Thayer. You claim, as I under-

stand, that the trusts will not be affected
bv this legislation if it becomes a law.
It that be true, tell me why it is that
the great defender and apologize" for
trusts and combines at the other end
ot the Capitol has served notice on the
country that this bill, impotent as it is,
shall never be passed.

Mr. Pou. To whom does the gentle-
man refer?

Mr. Thayer. To the only one that 1
know who stands out as the groat de-
fender ot these trusts and combines,
Mark Hanna, of Ohio.

Mr. Pou. Well, Mr. Chairman, it can
be easily understood how that, gentle-
man would object to any legislation
which might atfeot the trusts, because,
as I understand it, he has solved the
whole problem by saying that there are
no trusts Therefore, from his stand-
point, you can not pass any legislation
which will affect the trusts when there
arc no trusts to affect. Evidently, that
gentleman thinks that we are engaged
in a vain business when we are legis-
lating against something which does not
exist.

Wo then come to the sixth section of
this bill. What does that section pro-
vide? The pith of that section consists
in this: You say that none of the cor-
porations subject to the provisions of
this act shall be permitted to sell to
one of their customers cheaper than
they do another, if the purpose of such

discrimination is to destroy corppeti-
tion. Two things must therefore be es-
tablished: First, a discrimination in
price; second, that such discrimination
is for the purpose of destroying competi-

tion. Probably it would not be very
difficult to establish the first of these
propositions, but every lawyer knows
how exertmely difficult it would be to
establish the second.

How are you going to prove the pur-
pose of the corporation? I do not under-

stand our Republican friends to contend
that they have the power to say to these
corporations “You shall soil as cheaply
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to one of your customers as you do to

another.” In order to accomplish the re-
sult contemplated by this section it must

bc shown that the trusts have an unlaw-

ful purpose in making the discrimination.
1 fear that the friends of this bill will
find its provisions as utterly impotent as

the provisions of the Sherman antitrust
law have appeared to be. I honestly be-

lieve that the trusts will not be at all d> ;-

turbed in the flagrant oppressions, of
which they are guilty, even if the bill is

enacted into a law.
The majority report of the committee

shows great solicitude for investors in
trust stock, but is silent as to the welfare
of the millions who are forced to consume
the products of the truSts. The person
who owns stock in a trust is a part of
the trust. The majority of the commit-

tee seems anxious to protect him. They

feel sure publicity will do this, for even
Mr. John I). Rockefeller advises pub-
licity. Actually the majority of the com-
mittee have incorporated in their report,

the suggestion of Mr. John D. Rockefel-
ler, “who,” they say, “is understood to

bo at the head of one of the largest in-
dustrial corporations in existence." They
say in this report that “even Mr- Rocke-
feller in effect advised publicity in his
statement before the Industrial Commis-
sion.” Then they quote the evidence of
Mr. Dill, “who,” they say, “has had very
large experience in the organization of
corporations, is the author of several
works upon corporations and was the
attorney organizing the United States
Steel Company.”

These gentlemen approve publicity.
Therefore publicity is efficient. It will
correct the evil. This must be so, is the
conclusion of the Republican majority of
the committee, for Mr. Rockefeller, the

head of one great trust, and Mr. Dill, at-
torney for another, advise it. Publicity
is the means whereby the trusts shall be
forced to do right, for the trusts them-
selves say so. This is the logic of.the
Republican majority of this committee.

Mr. Chairman, the great evil which
menaces the happiness of millions in this
Republic i« not overcapitalization in the

formation of trusts, it is not in watered
stock, it is not in lack of publicity, it is
not in discrimination among customers.
Bad as all this is, there is a still worse
evil, in the presence of which all this
pales into insignificance. It con-
sists in the power of the trusts to con-
trol the essentials of life and to fix the
prices thereof. The great evil which will
involve this country sooner or later in
revolution, unless corrected, consists in
the power of a single corporation or in-

dividual to control the food which hu-
man beings must have, the clothing they
must wear, the fuel they must burn, the
implements they must use, and the prices

people must pay for these essentials of
life. More than this: it consists in the
power of a single corporation to control
iho market of the groat agricultural pro-
ducts of our people, and its ability to
fix the price thereof. When this is per-

mitted men are no longer free.
We might as well face the issue

squarely now. Sooner or later we will be
forced to face it..

Now, by section 6 of this hill you say
you have the power to prohibit the “use,

either directly or indirectly, of any of the
facilities or instrumentalities of inter-

state commerce” to corporations which
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FOR SALE CHEAP.

One Paper Cutter—good as new.
One Table Saw; can bc used by hand

and machine.

Big lot Cigar and Cheroot Molds, Cigar
Cutters and Boards.

Six cases of old Cigar Filler.

5,000 Jule Carr, Blackwell’s Durham
and Southern Belle Cigars-

-10,000 cheap Cigars.

40,000 Little Sadie and cut and slash

Cigarros.

E C. HACKNEY,
Secretary and Treasurer,

Mailory Durham Cheroot Company,

DURHAM. N. C.
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FERTILE AND WELD TIMBERED.
89,000 acres lying in Jones county.

160.000 acres lying in Onslow county.
90,000 acres situated on the Wilming-

ton and New Bern Railroad.

Will sell In small or large tracts to
suit purchasers.

Mill men and capitalist are asked to
Investigate.

Title good. Call on or address,

Stephen W* Isler, Trustee,
At Isler & Shaw’s Law Office,
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NOTICE.

This is to notify the people of North
Carolina that Mr. J. A. Massey, of East
Durham, N. C, is no longer authorized to
solicit business for The Washington Life
Insurance Company.

J. O. GUTHRIE. G. A.

Sfr-fry ¦ DR. RAPPORT.

Durham, - - N C.

"41SEP,. Refracting Optician-

made to fitall sights hy one who
is well known and reliable: one who under-
stands the eyes their defects and their rela-
tion to human ills- Office 115 W Main St-

MORTGAGE SALE OF LAND.

On Saturday, February 14t.h, 1003, at
the court-house door, in Raleigh, N. C.,

I will sell at public auction to the high-
est bidder a certain piece or tract of
land, lying and being in Wake county,

State of North Carolina, in St. Matthews
township, and described and delned a3

follows, to-wit: Beginning at a white
oak, near a branch, Win. It- Pools cor-
ner; thence running down said branch
108 poles to Nouse River; thence down
Neuse River 80 poles to a stake; thence
south 88 1/£ degrees east 418 poles to Hin-
ton’s creek; thence up said creek to
corner, parcel No. 2, in the portion of
M. C. Hodge’s land; thence north 88%
degrees, west 252 poles to a stake; thence
north 1% degrees, east 34 poles to a
stake; thence north degrees, west 04
poles to a stake; thence north Vfa de-
grees, east 7 poles to the beginning, con-
taining 102 acres, and being lot No. 3 in

the division of M. C. Hodge’s land, which
said land was willed to C- Hodge by

his father, William F. Hodge- Said sale
is made by the undersigned, as executor
of William M.Boylan, by virtue of powers
conferred upon said William M- Boylan
by the terms of a certain mortgage from

J. Rowan Rogers and his wife, Annie
S. Rogers, registered in Book No. 101,
at page 75, of (he Register of Deeds’
office of Wake county.

Term 3of sale, Cash. Hour of sale,
12 m-

WILLJ A M B OTt'AN.
Executor of William M. Boylao.

d.t. d. s.
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To the Editor: It is reported in the

Richmond papers that a bill has been

introduced into the General Assembly of

North Carolina creating a historical com-
mission, the object of which is the col-

lection and preservation of historical
data in our State. Few more significant
moves have been made in North Carolina
than this and North Carolina has made
many during the last five or six years.
All lovers of North Carolina’s past as
well as ajl students of American history

can not but earnestly hope for the pas-
sage of this bill. The proposed measure
is still another proof of the valuable
service of the State Literary and His-

torical Association, for if the plan lid
not originate in that body it must have
come of the spirit which it has aroused
in our State and which is now manifest
in so many of the forward movements in

tbo study of North Carolina history.

During the last three or four years U
has been the good fortune of the writer

to spend some time in most of the
northeastern counties of the State and

if there was any one thing which forced
itself on his mind more than any other
it was the need of just such a commis-
sion as is now proposed. All over tho

old southside of Roanoke, i. e., the
fine country lying between Roanoke and
Neuse Rivers, and the old Chowan dis-
trict, there are hundreds, even thousands,
of the data of history that ought to re
preserved. In Warren, Franklin, Nasn,
Halifax, Wilson and Edgecombe counties
there is especial need for some work of
this kind. At one of these historic coun-
ty seats I found five or six large boxes
of records stored away in the attic of I
the court house. No none knew any-
thing of their contents; no one was
charged with their preservation. I pried
into one of the boxes and found an eld
marriage bond dating back to 1686! Just
what kind of papers might have been
found there and whence they originally
came may only be guessed. It occurs
to me that they were boxed up during
some panic of the Civil War and hidden
away and never have been opened since.
Near the county seat of Halifax stands
the ruins of the home of Willie Jones —

one of tho most remarkable men known i
to our history and one of the ablest.
Ought not this old place to be preserved?
Again in many old homes of this scc-

shall attempt to monopolize or control j
production by allowing discrimination in!
prices, etc., in order to destroy eompeti- j
tion. The able lawyers who drew the;

bill, therefore, admit that, if the public
welfar e demands it, Congress has the |
power to prohibit all interstate com-
merce to those offending against the wel- |
fare of the people. The bill is no doubt
the product of much constitutional re-
search. Tho air has been full of rumors. \
which have not been strenuously denied,!
concerning the action of the Chief ex- j
ccutive in requesting one member of the;
committee to carefully investigate the,

trust evil- The assistance of the Attor-

ney-General of the United States has;
been invoked. So we have ''•? right to

assume that the provisions of section 6
do not exceed the constitutional power of

Congress-
Now, then, if this be true, you have

the power to prohibit any corporation or
individual, which or who shall acquire a
monopoly of any of the essentials of life,
from engaging in interestate commerce-
Mr. Chairman, if our Republican friends
will add a section including this provi-,
Bion and conferring this power upon some
designated agency, it will stimulate some
hope in the breasts of the people. It}
will be some evidence of an earnestness
of purpose, and it will tend to contradict

the impression that the Republican party

is really the friend of the trusts and is,
simply trifling with this great question, j

Mr. Chairman, why not resort to some-
thing that is practical? This is a great
question, which should be approached
with absolute candor and with the utmost
sincerity of purpose. Its importance is!
so great that every statesman in the land

should place its consideration far above)
any party advantage. I shall vote for the
pending measure, but I have little hope

that any material relief will be accom-
plished by it. Both political parties have
promised the people, in the most emphat-;
ic terms, that they would do all in their
power to strike from their hands the
shackles of monopoly.

We all know that the wage-earner is at)
th 0 mercy of the trusts. Wc know that!
the price of some of the great agricul-

tural products of the country is abso-j
lutely fixed by the trusts. We know that,}
practically speaking, the trust buys at

its own price and sells at its own priee. \
No wonder that among the favored few !

millions arc almost as common today as
thousands were in the early days of the
Republic. More than this. Wo know;
the trusts are charging the American
people for their goods more than they
charge foreigners for identically the
same goods. We know' that they arc
punishing us for making them rich. And
yet we are protecting the trusts from all

outside competition- Our folly lias been
so great that we have put ourselves in
their power. Thank God the party to
which I belong has done what it could to
prevent this, but the Republican party

has shut off competition from the out-

side world, and has said to the trusts and
monopolies, “Here are (9,000,000 Ameri-
can people- They are your legitimate
prey. Do with them as you see fit. They

shall not buy goods from foreigners; they
must buy your goods. Put your ownj
price upon them. The prey is yours; do)
wdth it as you see fit.” What is the log- }
ical answer to all this, Mr. Chairman?!
What does the conscience, the sense of

right which God has put in the breast of

every man, what answer does it give?

It is this: “Remove the protection allow-

ed by law to these great criminals; let
them have the world to compete with;

let the American buy wherever he can

¦got his goods the cheapest.

If in the course of time the trusts shall
monopolize the commerce of the world,

humanity may be forced to deal with

them in an entirely different manner.
Why not remove the protection they en-

joy by reducing the tariff upon the arti-

cles which they manufacture to that;
point which will force them to sell as[

tion are the remains of valuable collec-
tions of papers—correspondence of the
makers of North Carolina. Tn Warren

county, not ten miles from Warrenton, I
found a man whose father had been an
Intimate friend of Nathaniel Macon, and

who had kept up a correspondence with

the old leader for many years. This cor-

respondence wag kept in a meat box until

some ten years ago when it was finally

destroyed. The man whose papers thus
went to ruin was a Baptist preacher of

some local fame. Who knows how much

this minister assisted Macon in main-

taining his life-long hold on the Baptists

of the State? How much may not these
papers have contributed to our knowl-

edge of Macon's career?
Wheeler in his efforts to give us h

history of our State collected thousands

of documents, and, after making very

poor use of them, we are told, lie sold

them to the Boston Public Library! It
is a good thing that some library has
them: but it would be much better if

the North Carolina State Library had

purchased them instead of many a book

on European history seldom or never
used. I am not quite sure these papers
w'erc sold to the institution mentioned.

It has been reported thus to mo; cer-
tainly they are not where they should be,

in the State Library.

The history of democracies has always

been meagre; the people, more concerned
with the first questions of human liberty

and of physical well-being, have never
preserved the memorials of their growth
and development. It. is a false notion of
Democracy that money devoted to *hc
study of history and science is money
spent for the benefit of a class. An ade-
quate knowledge of the past experiences
of a State ig necessary to intelligent leg-
islation; on the proper application of
the laws of science depends our present
and future well-being.

It would then be good statesmanship
to pass the plan already brought into
the Senate. Lot every one encourage the
measure; let able and trained men be
appointd on tho commission and North
Carolina's history will gradually become
known and enter into the history-writing
of the whole country.

WM. E. DODD.

Randolph-Macon College, Va.

) cheaply to the American as to the for-
eigner? What has the American done

Stliat he must thus be punished? What
, has the foreigner done that he shall be
permitted to enjoy this discrimination in

; his favor? Are not Americans as good as
foreigners? Now’, Mr. Chairman, if the
Republican party found its only remedy
In the extreme situation which surround-
ed us in the coal strike by suspending

the duty upon anthracite coal, why will
not similar relief be afforded in case the
duty is removed or reduced upon other
trust articles?

I have a letter from the Secretary of
the Treasury in which he informs me
that cotton-mill and spinning machinery
is dutiable at 45 per cent ad valorem. I

I also have a letter from one of the lead-
ing cotton mill men of the country, under

date of September 13. 1903, from which I
will quote the following:

“A carding machine can be bought in
England from $375 to SIOO. The same
machine costs in the United States from
S6OO to $750. Mule spindles cost in Eng-
land from $1 to $1.25 per spindle. They
cost in this country from $1.75 to $2.25
per spindle. Fly frames are in the same
ratio. Ring spindles cost about, $2 in
England and about $3 in this country-

I merely mention this as one instance
of discrimination.

My State, Mr, Chairman, is entering
upon a great era of manufacturing. The

, day is not far distant when wc will man-
ufacture as much cotton as our State
produces. Why permit this discrimina-
tion against us? Why allow an injustice
to be done us? Why not allow our cot-
ton mill men to buy their machinery as

cheaply as Englishmen? What necessity

i is there for continuing this 45 per cent.
! tariff which the Secretary of the Treasu-
( ry says exists? If you pass an antitrust

bill which is worth anything nobody
knows what the Supreme Court will do

with it. That court may discover grave
constitutional objections. Hut. in the
midst of all this dilemma we know that

! some relief can be given the consumer by

} reducing the duty upon trust-protected
[ articles. Eet us try this remedy. Re-
publican State conventions have declared

: for it; common sens e teaches it. You

i admitted it yourselves when you came in

i here and, in your desperation to do some-
j thing, suspended the duty on anthracite

| coal.

I The people are waiting, Mr. Chairman.
The great rank and file are not blind

; partisans. They do not worship forever
| at the shrine of any political party. They
love the flag; they love the country more
than they do any political party on earth-
(Applause.)

And, after all, political parties are but
agencies- They are not masters, but ser-
vants. They have no right to dominate
the conscience of any man. In perfect

! sincerity of purpose let us, the servants
of the people, in dealing with this great
question, attempt to do something prac-

tical for our country and for humanity.
(Loud applause on the Democratic side.)

Plenty of Gold in Montgomery.

(Troy Examiner.)

j Montgomery county has always been
j noted for its gold, and the recent discov-

I eries seem to have excited the operators
and miners more than former discoveries-
Those mines that are being operated at
present are said to be paying well, and

this is attracting the attention of north-

ern capitalists. New discoveries are con-
tinually being made and it is not un-
common to see,a man come in town with
his quill of gold of with

a pocket rattling with nuggets of this

coveted metal. The branches and hol-
lows have been panned for many years,
but a day’s work by one of these old-

time miners shows that Montgomery's

gold is not exhausted and that, with the
proper machinery a paying business
might be carried on among her hills and

[ valleys.
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