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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE WINS
A NOTABLE VICTORY

Act Defining Practice of Medicine Legalizes the Pro=

session. Miss Harrison’s Able Argument. Rep.

Self’s Brilliant Speech.

No more important legislation was

framed, so the Christian Scientists think,

at the present assembly than that which
in defining the meaning of medicine and
surgery gave them a proviso, thus plac-

ing them under the protection of (he law,
thereby relieving the people who wish
their services free to choose them with-
out any chance of interference or con-
demnation by their critics. It was notic-
able throughout that no attempt was
made to show that fatalities under Chris-
tian Science were more numerous than
wider other methods, but the frank ad-
mission of Dr. Lewis, the promoter of
the bill against them, that seventeen out
of twenty-four would get well anyway—-
four under Intelligent treatment, but
three would of necessity die, at once dis-
owned all criticism against them- In
making a complete list of deaths under
their care during the eight years Chris-
tian Science has been practiced in this
State, net even a half dozen could he
found, whereas thousands of cases have
been healed, including many given up by
the physicians as incurable. So it. seemed
wise that a class of citizens so prepared
to help humanity should be protected and
not condemned by law makers. Their
representatives were intelligent, cultur-
ed, consecrated Christians.

From their first appearance at the
hearing before the Joint Committee on
Health it was seen that Christian Science
vas neither a fad or a fancy, and al-
though it was a new subject to the ma-
jority of those concerned it was soon
recognized as too vital a part of life of
representative North Carolinians to at-

tempt to deprive the State of its uplift-
ing benefits, or limit the freedom of
these engaged in its holy work.

It was proven that concerning conta-
gion every precaution was taken, every
Scientist being law-abiding in reporting
su< h eases, while under their care as the
following shows:

“Dr. Ernest Ijoderle, president of the
Health Department, today made a state-
ment to the New York Evening World
upon the attitude of the health authori-
ties in New York county toward the
Christian Science fraternity. ‘I have been
informed that there are upwards of 60,-
000 members of the fraternity in the
county,’ he said. ‘Since I have been at
the head of the Health Department I
have received no proof of any violation
of the rules and regulations of the Sani-

tary Code by a Christian Scientist. I know
they are reporting their cases of conta-
gion as required by law and are taking

the necessary precautions of proper iso-

lation and disinfection. Further than

this I have no official Jurisdiction.'
Also the latest step taken by Mrs. Eddy

in regard to the master, showing her
wire and loving attitude towards those

who differ with her. “Mrs. Eddy advises
that, until the public thought becomes

hotter acquainted with Christian Science,

ihe Christian Scientists shall decline to

doctor infectious or contagious diseases.

The bill which brought about this leg-

islation was: “That section 3122 of the
Code, he amended bv adding these words:

‘For the purpose of this act the expres-

sion ‘practice of medicine and surgery'

shall be construed to mean the manage-

ment or treatment for fee or reward of
any ease of disease, physical or mental,
real or imaginary, with or without drugs,

surgical operation, surgical or mechani-

cal appliances, or by any other method

whatsoever. Provided, that this shall

not apply to mid-wives, nor to nurses
acting under (he direction of a registered

physician.’ ” ’ *

The hearing on February 17th before

the Joint Committee on Public Health
was a notable gathering. Scientists were
present from Buncombe to Craven. Out
of the twenty-three present seven were
men. The Senate Chamber wa.s filled to
overflowing with interested spectators.
The lawyers. Mr. C. M Unshoe. Judge T
Ft. Womack, of Raleigh, and Mr. IV. W. I
Clark, of New Bern, made most effective!
speeches from the legal standpoint, rie- ;
daring the bill unconstitutional and Miss
Mary Hatch Harrison. C. S. 8., of New
Be rn. X. C . spoke by request of the
Commit ten from the Christian Science
standpoint. Dr. R. IF. Lewis spoke for'
th*- State Board of Health, refusing to
consider amendments offered by th ?

Scientists, demanding that the bill be
passed as written.

Thursday. February 13th. the bill was
favorably reported by the Joint Commit-
tee on Public Health. This was not a I
surprise, though be it said to the credit I

of the M. I). who did it, one physician

moved that the bill he sent to the Judi-
ciary Committee as did others. Still as
it had already passed the House and was
in the Senate before it was recognized

to be such a drastic measure, it was

fortunate that it could be put before the
Assembly to get its judgment on it.
Until March 7th no action was taken. A
Committee of Christian Scientists re-
mained on the ground. It was univer-
sally understood that the bill was
“sleeping,” and that in the rush of the
last days of the Assembly it would be
left over. But not so. At the sugges-
tion of Dr. Lewis a special effort to have
the matter brought up was put into
effect about 12 o'clock Saturday, which
wa.s to be the last day. The spirited but
kindly discussion lasted but an hour, and
by one o'clock the greatest victory won
in the House was declared for (lie Chris-
tian Scientist of this Stale, when the
following proviso was adopted with al-
most unanimous vote, less than a dozen

voting against the bill as amended by
their request through General Davidson:

“Provided, that this act shall not ap-

ply to any person who ministers to, or

cures the sick by prayer to the Almighty

God without the use of drugs or any
material means.”

The bill amended was presented at one* 1
to the Senate and referred to the Judici-
ary Committee. As the Scientists went j
over to the Senate the following note wa.s
sent to the leader of the movement.
“Your prayers have w'on. The bill has
gone to the Judiciary Committee of which
I am chairman.” At 3:30 p. m. the com-
mittee met, and be it said to the credit
of Dr R. H. Lewis, who saw the victory
on the floor of the House, and who ad-
mitted “he could not longer fight both
God and the women,” that before this
committee he advised that the bill be
passed with amendment protecting the
Scientists.

So the bill passed its final reading in
the Senate soon after 4 o'clock without
a dissenting vote by any one present.

On the floor of the House Mr. Morton
was the first to speak In their behalf;
his strong remarks were favoring religi-
ous liberty. Many soon joined him,
Messrs. Brittain, Curtis and others. Mr.
Self mot the objections raised by the doc-
tors, (for the laymen said but little) with '
the Word reading and convincing by ar- j
igument therefrom. both as to I
their right to pray and to be!
paid for it. This vigorous ap- !
peal to those present to know- if the Word
w;as believed was met by yes, yes, and
his questions on the statements of Jesus
meant to delude when stating the laborer
was worthy of his hire by no, no.

Thus the most triumphant victory was
won, although it was stated that at least
twenty in the House were ready to
speak for them, and the Senate, even
more strongly fortified against the enemy.
So the Christian Scientists feel grateful
to the noble men of the General Asscm- ;
bly who guarded the right as well as the '
rights of all entrusted to them.

The speeches made by Miss Harrison
at the hearing, and by Mr. Seif on the
floor of the House, give the main points
presented by the Christian Scientists and
their friends, and are given below:

Spoken by Mary Hatch Harrison at
hearing before Jdint Committee on
Health, North Carolina Assembly:

! lie Science of God must be a perfect
Science, is perfect Science. The Chris-
tian Scientists are not establishing in (he
";ly of competition a system of healing!
They are practicing tbe messages of Godthrough ( hrist to man. They are learn-
ing hourly to live nearer to God, and to j
benefit man in their effort.

“Mr. Chairman. I can truly say I have ;
never heard a Christian Scientist speak
against the medical profession. It would ,
l>e useless should our religion allow it. !
It is well established. \\> do not com- !
pcti> with it. It is as separate from our j
tesk as earth from Heaven. They do
not touch end never will. \V0 leave you
and the law makers of North Carolina j
to yourselves. We come as a body simp- !
ly to ask, as our counsel has said, to bo j
ieft alone. We a.-d< no favor of (his as- |
setnbly, but the privilege of living as we
are taught by God. A simple request at
your hands for the womanhood, to whom
God first spoke through our leader, Mrs.
Eddy, end for the womanhood of North
Carolina, which is represented here from
Buncombe io Craven: for the woman- :

hood which hm chosen to come with us. !

“We rom.e not to wrangle, but to mani-
fest the spirit of Christ. All we ask is

not to be hurt by those who should pro-
tect us.

“As to the healing of Crristian Science,
it is useless for mo to speak. I am not
here to convince people they should be
Christian Scientists; I am not here to
ask anyone to consider this subject; I
am not here to convince the doctors that
they are wrong, and that the Christian
Scientists are right. 1 would not if I
could. The motive of a man’s heart that
is not led by God is unstable. There we

rest and there wo stand.
“It were useless to say that Christian

Science does not heal, and with due re-
spect to the Superintendent of Health of
North Carolina, when he accuses us of
being a menace to the health of the peo-
ple at large, I ask, are the teachings of
Jesus Christ demonstrated through faitn
which heals, a menace to your people,
from which they should be protected?
If so, drive us out; if not, all we ask is
that every law that can be made in this
Stale be made to protect the medical pro-
fession, to establish it, and to put out of
It every quack. We will take you hand
by hand and urge ft as a class, but do
not tell us we cannot pray without be-
ing scoffed at. Do not tell us we cannot
heal the sick. You have been told here
that cases diagnosed have been healed.
I, myself, am a case that was diagnosed
by Dr- Porter, of the Massachusetts
General Hospital, as incurable. I am to-

day a perfectly well woman, all through

the understanding of Christian Science.
“Here in this Assembly tonight among

Christian Science people who stand
healed of almost every raentionable di-
sease, goitre, consumption, diptheria,
hernia, appendicitis, cancer.

“The principle of Christian Science ap-
plies from a finger scratch to the last
enemy, else it would not be of God. The
tenets of our church I would like to read
to you.

(Copied from “Science, and Health” by
permission of Mrs. Eddy.”)

1. As adherents of Truth, we take the
inspired word of the Bible as our suf-
ficient guide to eternal life.

2. We acknowledge and adore one su-
preme and infinite God. We acknowledge

one Christ—His Son Jesus Christ; the
Holy Ghost or the Divine Comforter; and
man His Divine image and likeness.

3. We acknowledge God's forgiveness

of sin in the destruction of sin, and In
the understanding that evil and sin are
unreal, hence not eternal- But the be-
lief in sin is punished, so long as it lasts.

4. We acknowledge Christ's atonement

as the evidence of divine and efficacious
Love, the unfolding of man's unity with
God through Jesus Christ the Wayshower.

5. We acknowledge that man is saved
•through Christ, through divine truth,
life, and love, as demonstrated by the
Galilean prophet in the healing of the sick
and by the overcoming of sin and death.
Also, that the crucifixion of Jesus and
his resurrection were designed to ele-
vate human faith and understanding to
the spiritual perception of the eternal

existence of the good and the real in
man.

6. We solemnly promise to strive,

watcK, and pray for that Mind to be in

us which was also in Christ Jesus, to

love one another, and to bo meek, merci-

ful. just and pure.
“It seems strange that we should be so

misunderstood, and yet it is only the

nature of every step nearer God, and we

wait on Him. I would like to say to

this Assembly I was asked if we were
to have outside legal talent to fight our

battle. I said “no.” Christian Scientists

in North Carolina are North Carolinians.

If the legal profession of North Carolina

cannot sustain its laws, if it cannot pro-

tect citizenship, if it cannot regulato its
affairs, why then we sto at sea.

“But we come, trusting in the few of

North Carolina; trusting the Assembly;

trusting the Board of Health, and we
submit simply our request to be let a!on.>
—and as the Superintendent of Health
said, “are we to leave open the gateways

for quacks?” I will say, let us leave the
gate-ways open for God, and lot the bat-
tle be foucht. in the Old North State and
won for Him through Ili3 Son, Jesus
Christ.”
Speech of Mr. W. A. Self on “A Bill to

he entitled An Act to Define the Prac-
tice of Medicine.”
"It has been stated here that opponents

of this measure represent “fair clients." i
I desire to say that, in this matter I
have no client but my conscience, an,) I j
hope for no fee or reward save a sense j
of having performed a duty. I make no'
fight against the doctors. I believe in i
them and have paid them many dollars.
They are loyal mpn and good citizens, I
and for their representation here T have!
a high and sincere regard. Still they are
human, and they are advocating and
asking this body to support a measure
which, in my humble judgment, is un-
American, UDworthy of North Carolinians,
and savors of the most cruel intolerance.
“I have not studied Christian Science,

and do not profess to know what it is :
or what it is not; hut I do know that iu
the realm of thought every man is aj
king—a king whose domain Is th" whole
vast universe. On this principle is build- j

ed the greatness of our government,

without this principle, its glory cannot
endure. Strike at the rights of the in-

dividual citizen, and you strike at the
very heart of Democracy. Along with

freedom to think, is the right to act as
conscience may dictate and your will di-
rect, so long as you do not trespass upon
the like and equal right of another.

"Intolerance has been the cause of more
misery in this world than any other
curse that has afflicted humanity, and to
me it is most remarkable, that in this
era of enlightenment saved, as never has
been, from the disease of the dark ages,
released, as he lias been, from the ghastly
nightmare of the Inquisition, to me it is
most remarkable that the representa-

tions of a great and bravo and free peo-
ple should be gravely asked to turn their
faces from the light of the new day and
reach out after the departing shadows of
the sombre past. That there may be no
wrong impression made, no sailing under
false course, I feel that I am called upon
tb toll you that I do not subscribe to any
creed; yet, fog the sincere followers of
Christ and for their work in making man

better, i profess and feel that regard
which borders on reverence. Things not
dreamed of in our philosophy compel me

to believe that a power is manifested in
this world which bids defiance to so-
called natural law, and I am advised by

the amendnioqt offered on their behalf,
that those against whom this bill is es-
pecially directed invoke this power—rely
Upon its efficiency—to cure disease. Now
1 come to you as men haying greater

faith in and deeper knowledge of Chris-
tianity, than I have or profess to have,
and I read to you from this book:

“‘And Jesus went about all the cities
! and villages, teaching in their syna-

| gogues, and preaching the gospel of the
I kingdom, and healing every sickness and
| every disease among the people. And
when he had called unto Him his twelve
disciples, ho gave them power against
tinelean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal all manner of sickness and all man-

ner of disease.” Mark then, if you plefise,
the language of the commission given to
the Twelve under the authority and seal
of the Master, “And, as ye go, preach,
saying, The Kingdom of heaven is at
hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
raise the dead, cast out devils.” But I
am asked, “did they make people pay
for these services?” Surely, gentlemen,
it cannot be that the liberal, liighminded,
self-sacrificing men who compose the
medical fraternity in North Carolina are
impelled to the prosecution of this meas-
ure by this consideration. I do not believe
it. And yet the ever-recurring inquiry is,

did they charge—did they charge any-
thing?” In reply, 1 quote just a little
more from the words of the original com-
mission. “Provide neither gold nor sil-ver, nor brass, in your purses; nor scrip
for your journey, neither two coats,
neither shoes, nor yet staves, for the
workman is worthy of his meat.”

“That statement seems to be clear Do
you believe it? The language is plain,
have you any doubt about it? Is tho
purpose of it to delude? The gentleman
front a neighboring county asks me if the
statute of limitations might not be in-
voked against this doctrine. In reply 1say to him that it is never regarded as e
meritorious pica, but if ho choose*, to setup the statute of limitations against thisbook, it is his affair, not mine, and the
burden is upon him.

"But it may be objected that the power
to heal was not vouchsafed to any ex-
cept those first commissioned by the
Master. Let us see. I quote from the
letter of James to the “twelve tribes
which are scattered abroad.” “Is any
among you afflicted" “let him pray. Isany merry? Let him sing psalms. Is
any sick among you? Let him call for
the elders of the church, and let them
pray over him, annointing him with oil
ia the name of the Lord- And the
PRAYERS of FAITH SHALL SAVE THE
SICK, and the Lord shall raise him up,
and if he have committed sins they shall
be forgiven him. Confess your faults one
to another that ye may be healed. The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much.” And note the ar-
gument which follows: •‘Kiras was a
MAN subject to like passions as WE are,
and he prayed earnestly that it might not
tain; and it rained not on the earth by
the space of three years and six months.
And he prayed again, and the heaven
gave rain, and the earth brought Im.

her fruit."
“Does that impress you at all? Is there

anything in it? Is it true? Thousands
of people do believe that every word of
it is true, and cling to their belief with
as much earnestness and fervor and de-

votion as bind YOU to your most cher-
ished opinions, and you ore called upon
to forbid them, by legislative decree to
act and live in consonance with their
faith. Against this I do protest. The
doctrines of Christian Science may he
without foundation in truth, and of this
it is not within our province to judge;

but Christian Scientists, so long as they

demean themselves as loyal citizens and
have regard for the peace and good or-
der of society, are entitled to the same

consideration and protection that the
constitution guarantees to you and to
me.

“Again I am reminded by the gentleman

that FEES are charged by Christian
Scientists. “Still harping on my daugh-
ter.” Surely the “Fee is the thing.”

Let me again beg you to note that the
Master—the Great Physician—declared

that ‘the workman is worthy of his
meat.” And why should it be otherwise?
Is there, can there be any reason why a j
man who finds himself set free from pain

and suffering by this mysterious power
should not allow his heart to swell with
gratitude or his mind to give, in token
of his thankfulness? Is there any more
reason why I should be required to lay

my dollars in the hand which administers j
dangerous and nauseous drugs than lo
reward the hand which has been uplifted

in petition for my restoration by spirit-

ual power?
“Those good people are our fellow citi-

zens. They have the right to make con-
tracts- No one is FORCED to seek their

services or to agree to pay for such ser-

vices. Ix>t us not forget that we can
never trample upon the liberty of another
without endangering our own. We are
living in the twentieth century—not in
the dark ages. We represent a bpve and
noble people—lovers of freedom and be-
lievers in justice and right. We cannot

afford to allow this bijj to become a
law.”

HON. A. T. UZZELL,

Member of the House of Represen-

tatives from Wayne County.

The backbone and sinew of Wayne
county, and indeed of the State, the agri-

cultural classes, had in Representative
Atlas T. Uzzell, of Wayne, the embodi-
ment of the typical North Carolina
farmer. Born amid the pine forests and
cultured fields of lower Wayne, in 1851,

reared on the farm, pulling the
hoe and following tho plow, sur-
rounded always with those com-
forts that come to the farmer
who manages well, he stands today a
representative man and farmer, capa-
ble of legislating in the interest of his

| people. Between crops he gathered

| knowledge from the books in the “old
field” school and academies of his coun-
ty, equipping himself for the practical

! duties of life.
As a farmer, possessing a magnificent

estate, dotted with a palatial home and
commodious barns and tenement houses,

he ranks high among his fellowjfarmcrs.
Marrying young he has reared a house-
hold of interesting children, some of
whom have reached manhood's estate ere
the pater-familias is bent with age.
His life has been devoted to agricultural
pursuits and the Democratic party which,
later appreciating the well rounded man,
elected him County Treasurer in 1874 an 1
nominated him by acclamation to succeed
himself in 18% to be retired by the fusion
cyclone of that year along with many,
very many of the State's best men.

Mr. Uzzell has served as a member of
the Executive Committee for his county
a number of years and was ever atten-
tive to the duties of the office winning a
great influence in his community for the
good of the party. His county convention
of last year nominated him without op-
position as one of the representative**
from Wayne in the General Assembly of

and Ills countymen elected him in
.November by nearly 2,000 majority.

As a member of the House he served
on a number of important committees,
among them the CooMnittees on Proposi-
tions and Grievances, Agriculture, En
grossed Bills and Internal Improvements.
He introduced, among other bills, a land-
lord and tenant act of merit that met its
death n the Senate by a small majority.

Many of his countymen visited the
Capitol City during the sitting of the
Legislature, all of whom found him at (
home to them ready to hear their wants (
and to serve them to the best of his

as its representative a business man of
sterling character. Such a man is A. B.
Hunter, a member of the House from
Wake county. Mr. Hunter is both a suc-
cessful merchant and farmer. For a
number of years lie served his people
of the town of Apex on the alderrnanic
board, and in 1902 as mayor. Being ac-
tive iu politifs he also served as chair-
man of the Township Democratic Ex-
ecutive Committee for six years. He
also served as member of the Board of
Elections of Wake county. In these
several capacities he fully met the
Assembly of 1903, his splendid qualities

ability.

HON. A. B. HUNTER,

Mfrabpr of the House of Represen-

tatives from Wahc County.

Rarely is a mistake made when a
county, in convention asse/ibled, selects

and energies were ever directed in the
interest of his people.

As a Christian gentleman and Baptist
ho took a leading stand in the temper-

ance fight before the recent session, and
fought manfully against incorporating
distillery towns. Among the local bills
introduced by . Mr. Hunter was one to
abolish the position of cotton weigher for
the city of Raleigh. As a member of the
Committees on Education, Appropriations
Engrossed Bills, Deaf, Dumb and Blind
Institutions he was prompt fa* attendance
and energetic in the work; of these bodies.

He was born in Wake county, in 1855,
was educated in the High schools of his
county and at Wake Forest College. In
1885 ho was happily married to Miss
Alice Carter, of Harnett county.

i
HON. A. S. DOCKERY.

Member of the House of Represen-

tatives from Richmond County.

Alfred Settle Dockery, as Representa-

tive from Richmond county, was a con-
spicuous figure on the floor of the House
whenever any matter of importance,

either local or general, received the at-
tention of that body. Having received a
brilliant education at Horner’s Military

School, Wake Forest College, the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, and the Law

School of the latter, where he graduated

under Manning and Shepherd in Septem-

ber, 1836. He was born October 29th,

1876, and being only twenty years of age

at the time of graduation, it was neces-
sary that he wait one year before ap-
plying to the Supreme court for his
license, this he received in September,

1897. He went to Rockingham and form-
ed a partnership with T. C. Guthrie.

For the past two years Mr. Dockery

has been city attorney for the city of
Rockingham, and he is also a trustee of
the graded schools. He was elected to
the House by a majority of 600, over S.
W. Bostick, a Republican. In 1900 he was
a Bryan sub-elector, and canvassed the
State, speaking in all scctious for De-
mocracy. In this fight he had vigorous
opposition, his father and brother, who
are Republicans, canvassing the same
territory, and making a vigorous fight
against him. He is chairman of the
Committee on Privilege;; and Elections,
and a member of the Committees on Ju-
diciary, Education, Finance, Countie;-.,

Cities and Towns, Insurance, Manufac-
turing, Labor and Public Roads and Turn-
pikes.

Mr. Dockery is of distinguished an-
cestry—both of his grand-fathers having
been candidates for governor of North
Carolina. He is a young man of won-

derful capacity, of winning address, of
powerful intellect, and was one of the
most forceful and eloquent orators in
the House.
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