
HON. If. E. NORRIS,

Senator From Sixteenth District.

Herbert Edmund Norris was born No-
vember 7, 1859, in Wake county, twenty

miles southwest of the city of Raleigh.

He is the eldest son of Jesge A. Norris
and Amy Ann Adams, and of Seoteh-Irloh
descent. He having been rear-
ed on the farm and around turpentine

distilleries of his father, he
received a practical training in manual
labor and business methods. that
formed in his young life habits of self-
reliance. industry and perseverance that
have been of such material advantage to
him in fighting the battles of life.

lie was educated in country schools and
academies, and at (old) Trinity College,
In Randolph county, from which institu-
tion he graduated in 1879 with honors,
standing third In a class of sixteen,
though having made no extra effort for
distinction. He read law under Hon.
George V. Strong, (now deceased), of this
rity, and secured his law license In 1881,

and located at Apex, N. C., where he di-
vided his time for first five years be-
tween law and farming, succeeding in
both vocations. His law practice had ill-
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creased to such an extent by ISBB that it
required all his time and he was forced
to turn over the management of his farm
and mills to others.

In 1884 the Democratic County Conven-
tion nominated him tor the Legislature,
and he was elected by a large majority.
He served In the Legislature of 1885 with
credit to himself and his county. Dur-
ing Governor Fowle's administration he
was selected as a member of the Hoard
of Internal Improvements, which posi-
tion he hold continuously until the end
of Governor Carr's administration. To him
is due the credit of preventing a lease or
practical sale of the State’s interest in
the Atlantic and Nortfi Carolina Railroad.

In 1890 he was most happily married
to Miss Emma Burns, of Pittsboro, N.

oldest daughter of Robert M. Burns
and Martha S. Johnson, by which union
they are blest with an only child, a son.

In 1894, when the tidal wave of Popu-
lism was at its highest, there being no
chance of election, his party again called
him into service as a candidate for the
Legislature, without protest he entered
vigorously into the campaign for his par-
ty’s good, and with ail of his ticket was
defeated. While living at Apex he joined
the Baptist church, and is now a member
of that church, not having moved his
membership. In January, 1900, he opened

a law office in this city, and in May of
same year he moved his family to his
desirable homo north of and just out-

side the city limits, which he had just
completed, where he enjoys the benefits
of a city and country home.

By his constant application, energy aud
ability ho has won his way to the front
ranks of his profession, and now enjoys
an extensive and lucrative practice, be-
ing recognized as one of the ablest law-
yers of the Raleigh Bar.

When Hon. E. W. Ton was elected to
Congress, thereby vacating the position
of Solicitor he then held, he was promin-
ently spoken of for Solicitor, and was
urged by many of his friends to apnlv

for the position, hut he declined as his
professional business would not permit.

While not seeking political preferment
he was urged by friends in the country

and city to become a candidate for State
Senator, which he consented to do.
lie was nominated without opposition

aud elected with balance of ticket by

the largest majority given by any county

in the State. As a member of the Senate
of 1903. Senator Norris, as his friends
predicted, made an able, conservative and
useful member, being chairman of Com-
mittee for Deaf. Dumb and Blind Insti-
tutions, and a member of eight other im-
portant committees.

Although attorney for largo corporate
interests, he unhesitatingly, as his record
shows, voted for and advocated all reas-
onable measures introduced requiring
corporations to discharge their duty to

the State and its citizens. Notable in-

stances of which was his advocating and
supporting the Fuller Bill, giving the Cor-
poration Commission the power to com-
pel two or more railroads entering a

city to build a union station; and hl3
supporting the Child Labor Bill. He op-
posed legislation which he thought too
drastic against corporations, voting

against Senator Justice’s ‘'Pen and
Whistle” Bill. On the temperance ques-
tion, Senator Norris was conservative, he
was opposed to committing his party and
the State to prohibition; yet, was in fa-
vor of restrictive and local option law;,,

and in favor of prohibiting the nianufac
turc and sale of whiskey in the country,

except where Senators desired their coun-

ties exempt. He voted for all temper-

ance bills except the bill, voting

for the Watts Bill as a substitute there-
for. He voted for special legislation for
certain counties at the request of Sena-
tor: Devoted against bill to close bar-
rooms at 8 o’clock, for the reason that
the citizens of towns and cities can con-

trol that matter through their boards of
aldermen. He introduced the following

important lulls, viz.: The first bill cre-

ating a Code Commission, and was large-
ly instrumental in establishing a com-
mission. First bill for the establishment
of a Reformatory for Juvenile Criminals,

in which be took great interest, but ow- 4

ing to a difference of views that arose as

to the proper bill and management of the
institution and a scarcity of funds in the
State Treasury, no law was passed.

He with the Representatives from
Wake secured the passage of a bill cre-
ating a Road Law for Wake County,

w hich will undoubtedly work a gre it
change for the better improvement of
our public highways. Introduced and se-
cured the passage of a bill paying wit-
nesses anti officers, in Wake county, half
fees in eases where "Not a True Hill” Is
found. A bill maklug a breach of con-

R
demeanor, which failed to pass, as some

Senators thought it violative of consti-

tution prohibiting imprisonment for
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debt. The A. and M. College had a warm
friend and supporter in Senator Norris,

and it is greatly indebted to him for hia
active co-operation and support in help-
ing to secure the appropriation the last
days of the session. Mr. Norris has al-
ways had at heart the success of the A.
and M. College, as,he was one of the
original committee that drafted the bi 1»
and secured itr, passage creating said .n-
--stitution. On the last day of the Senate,
Senator Norris was appointed on a com-
mittee with Hon. A. IV. Graham and Hon.
John C. Drewry, of the House, to act
with Governor Aycoek, Chief Justice Wal-
ter Clark and Attorney General Gilmer
to investigate and report to the next

General Assembly the feasibility of and
plans for enlarging the State Capitol
Building.

In the contest for United States Sena-
tor, Senator Norris was for Hon. Lee S.
Overman first, last and all the time. His
active, earnest and faithful support had
much to do with the election of his
choice.

Senator Norris is popular with his con-
stituents, because of his unfailing
courtesy to and interest in them. Ho is
a Democrat, "true and tried,” who has
always responded to his party’s call, and
has ever been loyal to its nominees.

HON. E. L. TRAVIS,

Senator From Fourth District.
Halifax county realized at the last

few elections that It had swept away
the negro problem and that the time
had come to select its brainest men and
its best leaders to represent its Democ-
racy in the State Legislature The se-

lection of E. W. Travis was therefore a

natural one- Mr. Travis is an excellent
leader of men. a born politician and a
man'who keeps a close watch on the
trend of public affairs. When quite a
young man be became a leader in Hali-
fax and has since his elevation to lead-
ership shown a superior wisdom that
has redounded 1o the credit of his coun-
ty and himself.

Down east in Halifax he is chairman
of the Democratic Executive Commit-
tee. For years he has been a director
of the penitentiary and for four years

!he was chairman of the board—from
1899 to 1903. He also served Halifax
county as its clerk of court. At the
present session he was chairman of the

Committe on Corporations and a mem-

ber of the Committees on JJudiciary, In-
surance, Education and Election Laws.

Senator Travis read law under the
late Hon. R. O. Burton and in 1890, when
he secured his license, he became a
partner with Mr. Burton. He is a promi-
nent Mason and a consistent Methhodist.
He was prominent in shaping and pass-
ing the Constitutional Amendments. In
return for his faithful services and as
a token of appreciation of such ser-

vices he was presented with the pen
with which the ratified amendments
were signed-

Senator Travis was born in Brunswick
county, Va., in 1866 and came to this
State while a small boy. In 1894 he was
marriade to Miss Jennie Grady. Ho is
the father of two boys, both of whom

are staunch Halifax Democrats. Mr.
Travis is a very strong man.

HON. U. L. SPENCE,

Senator From 22nd. District.
U. Leo Spence, the Junior Senator from

the Twenty-second Senatorial District,

composing the counties of Moore, < 'hath-

ftm^Richmond and Scotland, was born in
Stanly county, August 20, 1867. He was
educated at Oak Ridge Institute and
graduated in the law course at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina. He was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1893, spent one and
a half years at his profession at Troy,

and went to Carthage, where he has
been practising law since. He was mayar

of Carthago two terms, chairman of the

Board pf Elections for his county two
years. This is his first term in the
Senate, having defeated James E.
Meacham, of Richmond county, and
Daniel A. Patterson, of Scotland county
by ovei 2,000 majority. He served in
the Senate of 1903 as chairman of the
Committee on Salaries and Fees and as
a member of the Committees on Judiciary,
Education, Engrossed Bills, Mining, Elec-
tion Law, Appropriations and Congres-
sional Apportionment.

Mr. Spence belongs to the batchelor
persuasion, but is a great admirer of the
fair sex. He 'is tall and of striking per-
sonality, an able lawyer, and a wise
legislator.

H°N. B F. SUGG,

Member of the House of Represen-

tatives from Beaufort County.
A jovial, whole-souled, good natured

gentleman is B. K. Sugg, of Beaufort
county. Though a man of varied pur-
suits and rich in experience he is serv-
ing hts first term as a legislator. Bnt
blessed with good horse-sense he early !
impresses his associates that he had uo.

lions and those notions were not anta-
gonistic to the best interests of his peo-
ple or the Democratic party- He was
ever watchful lest some legislation

hurtful to the people end party would
be enacted without the stamp of his d.s-
approval. He championed a nunfber of
bills of a local character, his pet meas-
ure being the granting of a new charter
to the town of Washington. He was a
member of the committee on Deaf, Dumb
and Blind Institutions, Oyster Industry,
Fish and Fisheries, Pensions. When he re-
tires from the political arena he can point
with pride to his record as a member
of the House branch of the General As-
sembly of 1903. Mr. Sugg was born in
Greene county July 12, 1846. In 1559 he
went to Beaufort county and remained
till 1880, when he spent two years in

Lenoir and six years in Pitt, returning

to Beaufort in 1898, since which time he
has continuously resided there. Twenty-
two years of his life has been spent in
the stone industry. He served eight

as Deputy Sheriff of his county.

For sixteen years he has held an of-
ficial position in the Confederate Veter-
ans’ Association. In April, 1861, at Ihe
age of 17y2 years, lie shouldered his gun

and marched to the front the Con-
federate soldier lad. In church relations
he is a Methodist. He is a member of
several fraternal orders among them the
Masonic, Odd Fellows. Knights of
Pythias, Red Men, Jr- O. U. A. M., and

The Charitable Brother-Hood. The last
named had its origin in Beaufort county,

where it is quite strong. Mr. Sugg too*

deep interest in pension legislation and
served his Confederate comrades with
love and zeal.

HON. W. H. LUCAS,

Member of the House of Represen-

tatives from Hyde County.

A strikingly unique figure in the Halls
of legislation, session of 1903, wras "the
Father of the House,” Representative W.

11. Lucas, of Hyde. His hoary locks are
not so much from the weight of years as

from that of experience. It is said of
him that "he came to the world a lump

of energy and a mass of nerves,” and

these he has spent ever in the interest
of his fellow' men. He is not the “watch
dog of the treasury,” but is alert and
watchful, and if you don’t want to hear
from the gentleman from Hyde, tread
lightly on questions economic. Those
men that know his ability at repartee

are slow' to enter into discussion when
he has the floor. He is a firm believer in
the fundamental Democratic principle of

.local self government, hence is a stick-

ler when legislation is attempted, deny-

ing his constituency this adherent right.

Mr. Lucas is an "old stager” in legis-

lative harness, having served the county

of Hyde, both in the Senate and House
repeatedly in the days past that is as a
story that is told. While frail in body,

he is strong in mind and active and use-
ful. As a member of the House this
term, he w'as chairman of the Committee

on Oyster Industry, and served on the
Committees on Education, Agriculture,
Pensions, Fish and Fisheries. As a leg-

islator he was most interested in the
oyster industry and that of the opening
up of inlets so the finny tribe may have
access to the Sounds and /rivers. Mr.
Lucas regards this last of great import-

ance. Ho has served as Chief Shell Fish
Commissioner, a.s Cleveland elector and
held numerous minor offices. He is one

of the few remaining that wore
the gray.

He was denied a collegiate education,
preferring to heed the cry to arms in de-
fense of home and the principle of State
rights. He spent two years at school in
Orange county and two years in Dr.
Deems’s school at Wilson, from which
seat of learning he volunteered to go to
the field of carnage, going in at the first
call and remaining to the end. He was
a faithful and brave soldier and was
promoted on the field by order of General
W. D. Pender, from Lieutenant to Cap-
tain.

Mr. Lucas is intensely patriotic. Ho
loves his people and his State, as every
act of his public life clearly demon-
strates. lie has spent all his life in
agricultural pursuits and has been very-
successful. Long may he live! He is
easily one of the most eloquent speakers
in the State as well as one of the
noblest and truest leaders.

HON. S. V r ’ GRAM,

Member of the li -»e of Represen-
tatives from Wilkes County,

Surry county gave to Wilkes county
one of her brightest boys, and
Wilkes county, appreciating his
sturdy character and Republican-
ism. sent him to the halls of
legislation to join hands with ‘old Red
Fox” in keeping an eye on the doings of
Madam Democracy. Dr. R. W. S. Pegram,
the subject of this reference, a life-long

Republican, was born in Surry county in
1865. In early manhood he went to
Wilkas county and has resided their 1
since. His advantages were limited hut I
be made the most of them aud graduat- *
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ing in medicine from The Baltimore
Medical College in 1892—he began the
practice of medicine —though as early

as 1881. In 1896 he took a Post-Gradu-
ate course at John Hopkins University.

He was postmaster at Della Plains in 1
1899 cud was U- S. Examining Surgeon j
for four years, 1898—1903. He served on

committees: on Health, Emigration and
Engrossed Bills and impressed his Demo- j
cratice associates with his conservative J
views.
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