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TWO NOTABLE SPEECHES LAST WEEK.

During the past week two of the most
notable speeches of this era were made
by two distinguished men who have seen
much of public life. Their position,
their age, their experience, their ability

cause the entire public to read whatever
they say on any subject. In their whole
careers they never pressed so much wis-
dom and “horse sense'’ Into such small
compass. We refer of course to the
speech of ex-Fresident Cleveland in New
York at the Booker Washington meeting

and the speech of Senator Hoar at the
Jefferson dinner. Considered from their
party records, it would have seemed
more natural for Mr. Cleveland to have
spoken on Thomas Jefferson, the founder

of tho Democratic party, and Senator
Hoar, an old time abolitionist and Re-
publican, to have presided over the Booker
Washington meeting. It was well, how-
ever, that each spoke when and where
he did. If they had changed places, both

would have spoken words that would

have been less Important.

The negro question is one that has al-
ways agitated the public mind. Ton thou-
sand men have settled it and ten thousand

more will announce that it is settled in

the years to come. But it is no nearer
settled than when Jefferson protested
against the importation of slaves while
New York and Massachusetts were get-

ting rich by the slave trade. Mr. Cleve-
land does not offer any patent remedy in
his wise utterance. He understands the
complicated question too well to think it
can be settled by any nostrum that this
age can offer. But he show’s that he un-
derstands the question in all its aspects.

The speech show’s that he has given long
study to it and has approached H in the
philosophical spirit. Here Is his answer
to men who claim that the negro is the
equal of the white man:

“I do not believe that either the de-
cree that made the slaves free or the
enactment that suddenly invested them
with the rights of citizenship any more
purged them of their racial and slavery-

bred imperfections and deficiencies than
that they changed the color of the skin."

To those who have had nothing but

criticism of the South’s treatment of the
negro, he points out that the future of

the negro must depend upon himself and
“upon the sentiment and conduct of lead-
ing and responsible white men of the

South and upon the maintenance of a
kindly and helpful feeling on their part

tow’ard those in their midst who so much
need their aid and encouragement.”

We make room for three more extracts
from Mr. Cleveland's notable speech:

“And in this connection it is well to

bear in mind that whatever other sins

the South may be called to bear, when
it comes to business, pure and simple,

it is in the South that the negro is given
a man's chance in the commercial w’orld."

“As friends of the negro, fully be-
lieving in the possibility of his improve-

ment and advancement, and sincerely and
confidently laboring to that end, it is
folly for us to ignore the importance of
the ungrudging co-operation on the part

of the white people of the South in this
work. Labor as we will, those who do
the lifing of the weight must be those
who stand next to it. This eo-operation
cannot be forced; nor can it bo gained

by gratuitously running counter to
firmly fixed and tenaciously held Southern
ideas, or even prejudices."

“I have faith in the honor .and sinceri-
ty of the respectable white people of the
South in their relations with the negro

and his improvement and w’ell being."

Senator Hoar’s tribute to Jefferson was
glowing, generous, appreciative. Though

schooled in the narrower and harder and
more aristocratic school of Hamilton,

the venerable Massachusetts senator has

twice in his life been forced to rely upon
Jefferson's teaching, in the two most
momentous questions he has discussed —

slavery and colonialism. Both times he
has drawn his inspiration from Jefferson

and he acknowledges it. He is quoted as
saying in his speech at the Jefferson
birth-day dinner that he “could think
of no man in history like Jefferson, who

was the leadep of two revolutions and
founder of a political party; one of the
revolutions accomplishing the independ-
ence of his country from a foreign yoke,

and the other overthrowing by peaceful

means the party at home, which was

founded by Washington and his great

counselors.”

After naming as two of Jefferson's
•greatest acts—writing the Declaration of
Independence and buying Louisiana from
France, speaking of the latter achieve-
ment, Senator Hoar said:

"Yet in the estimate of mankind I be-
lieve that achievement is insignificant
compared with the other. The author of

the Declaration of Independence stands
in human history as the foremo; t man
who ever lived, whose influence has
led men to govern themselves in ‘he
conduct of states by spiritual laws, nit
formulas to be assented to, but rules oi

life to be governed by. It was due to

Jefferson that our fathers laid deep the
foundation of the State in the moral law
They first set to mankind the great ex-
ample and exhibited the mighty specta-

cle—the sublimest spectacle in the uni-
verse—of a great and free people volun-

tarily governing itself by a law higher

than its own desire."

More and more as men come to regard

power and money as the chief things

worth contending for do they discount

Jefferson and his teachings. and

more as men come to regard equality,

freedom of opportunity, a fair chance,

and justice as the only realities worth

contending for do they honor Jefferson

and his teachings. No trust magnate,

planning and scheming to enrich himself

at the expense of others, ever dared to

let the Just eyes from a portrait of Jef-

ferson look down upon him. No colonial
ruler, seeking to govern men without

their consent, dares allow a picture of

Jefferson to hang In his portrait gallery.

No religious bigot, steeped in the nar-

rowness of a dwarfing creed, can bear

to look into the benign countenance of

the man Who regarded as one of his three
greatest achievements writing and pass-
ing the Virginia statute of religious lib-
erty. Jefferson is the patron saint only

of men who adopt this creed, enunciated
by Jefferson in his inaugural, March 4th,

1801.
“Equal and exact justice to men of

whatever state or persuasion, religious or
political, peace, commerce and
friendship with all nations, entangling
alliances with none; the support of the
State Governments In all their rights,
as the most competent administration for
our domestic concerns, and the surest
bulwarks against anti-republican tenden-
cies; the preservation of the general gov-
ernment in its whole constitutional vigor
as the sheet anchor of our peace at home,
and safety abroad; a jealous care of tho
election by the people—a mild and safe
corrective of abuses, which are lopped
by the sword of revolution, when peace-
able remedies are unprovided; absolute
acquiescence is the decision of the ma-
jority, the vital principle of Republics
from which there Is no appeal but to
force, the vital principle and immediate
source of despotism; a well disciplined
militia, our best reliance in peace and
for the first moments of war, till regu-
lars may relieve them; the supremacy
of the civil over the military authority;
economy in the public expense that labor
may be lightlyburdened; the honest pay-

ment of our debts and sacred preservation
of the public faith: encouragement of
agriculture, and of commerce as its
handmaid; the diffusing information and
the arraignment of all abuses at the bar
of public reason; freedom of religion;
freedom of the press; freedom of persons
under the protection of the habeas cor-
pus. and trial by juries impartially select-
ed."

This creed Is to true political action
what the Ten Commandments were to the
followers of Moses.

In his celebrated speech on the ques-
tion of imperialism, delivered in the
Senate on the 17th day of April, 1900,

Senator Hoar, put Jefferson’s fame and
his Declaration where they justly be-
long. He said:

“In all generations the statesmen who
have appealed to righteousness and jus-
tice and freedom have left an enduring

place in the loving memory of their coun-
trymen, while the men who have coun-
selled them to walk in the path of injus-
tice and wrong, even if it led to empire
and even if they were in the majority «n
their day, are forgotten and despised.
Ah, Mr. President, that gentleman says
we are the anointed by the Lord, as the
Jews were the anointed of the Lord. But
the Jewish empire is forgotten. The
sands of the desert cover the foundations
of her cities. Tho spider spins its thread,
the owl makes its midnight perch in
their palaces. But, (still thc)se little
words, "Thou shalt not steal; thou shalt
not covet that that is thy neighbor’s;
whatever ye would that men shall dc to
you, do ye even so, again unto them, ’
shine through the ages blazing and un-
dimmed. Mr. President, you may specu-
late, you may refine, you may doubt,
you may deny. But the one foremost
action in our history, the foremost ac-
tion in all history, is the writing upon it?
pages those simple and suhlimo opening
sentences of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. And the men tyho stand by it shall
live in the eternal memory of mankind;
and the men who depart from it, however
triumphant and successful in their little-
policies, shall perish and be forgotten,
or shall be remembered only to be de-
spised."

Nothing more eloquent was ever ut-

tered unless we except the concluding

sentences of Senator Vest's great speech

on Jefferson, delivered on the 31st of Oc-
tober, 1895, on the occasion of unveiling

a bust in bronze of Thomas Jefferson.

He said:
“Upon the canvass of the past, Wash-

ington and Jefferson stand forth the

central figures in our struggle for Inde-
pendence. The character of the former
was so rounded and justly proportioned,
that so long as our country lives, or a

single community of Americans can be

found, Washington will be “First in war,
first in peace, and first in the hearts of
his countrymen.”

“To Washington we are more indebtel
than to any one man for national exist-
ence, but what availed the heroism of
Bunker Hill, the sufferings of Valley

Forge, or the triumph of Yorktown, if
the Government they established hod
been but an imitation of the monarchy
from which we had separated?

"To Jefferson we owe eternal gratitude
so. his sublime confidence in popular gov.

er iment, and his unfaltering courage in
defending at alt times and in all places,

(Continued on twelfth page.)
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OOK at that, ye thirsty ones of Earth; behold it!
See its purity; how it glitters, as if a mass of

liquid gems! It is a beverage that was brewed
by the hand of the Almighty himself—not in

L
simmering still or smoking fires, choked with poison-
ous gases and surrounded by the stenches of sick-
ening odors and rank corruption, does our Father in
Heaven prepare the precious essence of life in the
pure cold water; but in the green glade and grassy

dell the red deer wanders and the child loves
to play; there God brews it; and down in deepest val-
leys where the fountains murmur and the rills sing;

and high upon the tall mountain tops where the
storm clouds brood and the thunders crash; and
away far out on the wide sea where the hurricane
howls music, and the big waves roll the chorus,

sweeping the march of God—there He brews it—that
beverage of life—health-giving water- and every-
where it is a thing of beauty. Glimmering in the
drops, singing in the summer rain, shining in the ice-
gem, till the trees all seem turned into living jewels,
spreading a golden veil over the setting sun, or a
white gauze around the midnight moon, sporting
in the glaciers, dancing in the hail showers, folding
its bright curtain softly about the wintry world, and
weaving the many-colored iris, that seraph’s zone of
the sky, whose warp is the rain drops of earth, whose
woof is the sunbeam of heaven; all checkered over
with the celestial flowers by the mystic hand of re-
flection, still always it is beautiful, that blessed life
water. No poison bubbles on the brink, its foam
brings no sadness or murders.

SOUTHERN EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE.

Richmond, Va., April 16.—Arrangements

arc being rapidly completed for the ap-
proaching session of the Conference for
Education in the South. The Conference
gathers here next week, the meetings
opening on the afternoon of Wednesday,
April 22d. and closing on the afternoon
of Friday, the 24th. '

The Conference will open for organiza-
tion in Richmond on the afternoon of
April 22d, in the Academy of Music, on
Eighth street, between Grace and Frank-
lin streets. All the sessions of the Con-
ference will be held in the same hall.
The formal opening will occur on the
evening of the 22d, at which time the
Hon. A. J. Montague, Governor of Vir-
ginia, will deliver the address of wel-
come, and Mr. Robert C. Ogden will pre-
sent the annual address of the president.

On Wednesday evening, after the for-
mal opening, the authorities of Richmond
College tender a reception at the college
to the members and guests of the Con-
ference.

On the morning of Thursday, the 23rd,
at 10 o’clcok. tho gathering will again be
called to order for a continuation of bus-
iness. At this meeting brief reports of
the work of the Southern Education
Board w'll be made by the Hon. Joseph
B. Graham, of Talladega, Ala., Field
Agent of the Southern Education Board
in Alabama; and by Dr. Charles D. Mc-
Iver, President of the State Normal Col-
lege, Greensboro, N. C.; Dr. H. B. Fris-
sell, Principal of Hampton Institute,
Hampton, Va.; Dr. Charles W. Dabney,
President of the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, Tenn.; and De. Edwin A. Al-
derman, President of Tulane University,
New Orleans—Directors in the Southern
Education Board.

These very brief addresses will be fol-
lowed by an address from Dr. Daniel C.
Gilman, of Baltimore, Maryland, Presi-
dent of the Carnegie Institution, and by
an address on "The North and the South’’
from Dr. St. Clair McKe'hvay, Editor of
the Brooklyn “Eagle" and member of the
Board of Regents of the State of New
York.

After the adjournment for lunch the
Conference wall again assemble at 3:30
p. m. for a session to be given to gen-

eral discusison from the floor. The first
topic will be "The Consolidation of
Schools and the Transportation of Pu-
pils-” Two gentlemen will open the dis-
cussion who have had marked practical
success in dealing with the subject. These
are Mr. G. H. Hulvey, of Bridgewater.
Va., and Mr. G. P. Glenn, Superintend-

ent of Schools, Jacksonville, Florida,
i The addresses of the afternoon will be

• strictly limited to ten minutes each. The j
, dosing address Os this meeting will be

J made, on the subject of "The Story of n|

; Model School," by Prof. P. P. Claxton, j
Professor in the Department of Education ]
of the University of Tennessee.

The addresses on the evening of Thurs-
day will be "A Decade of Educational
Progress in Mississippi," by the Hon. H.
L. Whitfield, State Superintendent of:
Education in Mississippi; "The Forward
Movement in Agriculture," by Dr. U. H
Bailey, Editor of “Country Life in Amer-
ica” and Professor in Cornell University;
and “Knowledge Service,” by Dr. Francis
G. Peacock, Professor in Harvard Uni-
versity.

| On Friday morning at 16 o’clock the

order of the addresses will be as follows:
“Needs of taC New' South," by Lyman
Hall, President of the Georgia Institute
of Technology; ‘‘Technical Education at

the South," by Dr. D. F. Houston, ITes
ident of the Agricultural and Mechanical
College of Texas; An Address by Dr. Ira
Remsen, President of Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, Maryland; "Edu-
cational Progress at the South,” by cx-
Governor T. J. Jarvis of North Carolina;
and "The Teacher and the State," by Dr.
J. H. Kirkland, Chancellor of Vander-
bilt University, Nashville, Tennessee-

On the afternoon of Friday, the 24th.,
there will again boa session for general

discussion. The first topic will be “The
Work of the University in the Southern
States,” and discussion will be opened
by Dr. F. P. Venable, President of the
University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill, N. C. "The Part of the Citizen
in Aiding the Cause of Public Education”
will bo discussed by Dr. R. C- Mitchell,

of Richmond College, Richmond; and
‘‘The Public Schools and the Local Tax”
will be discussed by Dr. W. R. Glenn,
former State Superintendent of Educa-
tion for Georgia, Assistant Agent for the
Peabody Board and by the Hon. Isaac
W. Hill, State Superintendent of Educa-
tion in Alabama. General discussion of
all the topics will be expected.

The address on the evening of Friday,

the 24th, will be on, "The Responsibility

of Government for the Education of the
People,” by Mr. R. Fulton Cutting, of
New York City; "Negro Education at
the South,” by Dr. W. B. Hill, Chancel-
lor of the University of Georgia; and
"Some Impressions of the Conference.”
by Dr. Lyman Abbott, Editor of the
“Outlook," New York City.

At the close of the session on Friday
evening, the Conference will adjourn at

Richmond in order to hold a continued
session on Saturday at the University of
Virginia. A special train will be at the
disposal of the Conference, under the di-
rection of the local committee, for the
excursion to Charlottesville, and the
members of the Conference will there be
entertained at luncheon by the authorities
of the. University. At this session of the
Conference there will be interesting ad-
dresses by members of the faculty of the
University of Virginia.

On the evening of Sunday, the 26th, in
the Academy of Music, will occur the
Memorial service in recognition of tho
noble life and the far-reaching public ac-

tivities of the late Dr. J. L. M. Curry.
Mr. Robert C. Ogden has been requested
by the family of Dr. Curry to preside.
There will bo an address by Dr. F. W.
Boatwright, president of Richmond Col-
lege, and the chief address of the evening,
at Mrs. Curry’rf suggestion, will lie made
by Dr- Edwin A. Alderman, president of
Tulan c University, Now Orleans, La.,
and director in the Southern Education
Board.

The local arrangements for the Confer-
ence are in the hands of the executive
committee of the Richmond Education
Association, P. 0. Box 6SB, Richmond,
Virginia.

A rate of one fare and a third for round
trip, on the certificate plan, has been
arranged from Southern points. For de-
tails apply to the local ticket agent at
any railroad station.

f jDE APPILE-TREE. I j
j | JOEL CANDLER HARRIS. J J

Data a mighty quare tale ’bout de Appile-tree

In de Pa’dise gyarden whar Adam run free.

Whar de butterflies dm. k honey wid ol’ Mammy Bee.

Talk bout good times! I tot you he had 'em

Adam—
Ol’ man Adam an’ de Appile-tree.

He woke one mornin' wfd a pullin' at his sleeve.

He open one eye, an' tlar *vuz Eve;

He shuck her han', wid “Honey, don't you grieve!"

Talk ’bout good times! 1 bet you dee had 'em—

Adam —

Adam an’ Eve un’ de Appile-tree.

Den Eve tuck a bite er de Appilo fruit.

An' Adam he bit. an’ den dee scoot

(Dar's whar de niggers l'arned de quick callyhoot).

An' run an’ hid behine de fig-tree.

Talk about troubles! I bet you dee had ’em—
*

Adam —

Adam an’ Eve behine. de fig-tree.

Dee had der frolics an’ dee had der flings,

An’ den atter dat der fun tuck wings.

Honey mighty sweet, but bees got stings.

Talk about hard times! I bet you dee had ’em—

Adam—

Adam an’ Eve behine de fig-tree.

Kaze out er dat gyarden dee had fer ter skin.
Fer ter look for de crack what Satan crope in.

Dee s'arch fur an’ wide, an' dee s'arch mighty well—
Ol’ Satan's trail wuz all rubbed out.
’Ceppin’ a track er two whar he walked about.
Talk about troubles! Well, I bet you dee had ’em—

Adam —

Adam an’ Eve an’ all der kin.

An’ when dee got back, de gate wuz shot.
An’ dat wuz de pay what Adam got.

In dat gyarden he went no mo';

A mule an’ plow, an' a swinglctree.

Talk about hard times! I bet you dee had ’em—

Adam—

An' all er his ehlllun, bofe slave an' free; j"
Dee had ’em—

Bekaze er de fruit er de Appile-tree. .j
™

An' de chillun er Adam, an’ de chillun's kin,
Dee all got smeared wld de pitch er Sin;

Dee shot der eyes ter de big hereafter,
An' flung Sin aroun’ wid a tur’ble splatter.

An’ collogued wid Satan, an’ dat what de matter.
An’ troubles—well, I bet you dee had ’em—

Adam—

De chillun er Adam dat fergit ter pray—
Dee had ’em— V

An’ dee keep ona-had'n’ ’em down ter dis day!

But dat wa’n’t de last er de Appile tree, '
’Kaze she scatter her seeds bofe fur an’ free,
An’ dat’s what de matter wid you an’ me.
I knows de feelin's what fotch on do Fall,
De red Appile an’ ol' Satan’s call— ,
Lor’ bless yo’ soul. I knows um all! •

I 'm kinder lopsided an’ pidgin-toed, ;_j ,-

But watch me keep in de middle er de road,
'Kaze de troubles I got is a mighty load.
Talk about troubles! I got um an’ had um.
An' I know mighty well dat I cotch um sum Adam
An' de Appile-seeds what he scatter so free—

Adam— *

Adam an' Eve an* de Appile-tree.

. 1 —From The Century.

THE LIGHT OF JEFFERSON.

H. S. TAYLOR IN NEW ENGLAND MACAZtNE.
With bare, bowed heads and standing up
We lift a loyal loving cup,

And give the name of one
Who was the light of Freedom's host.
Our father's pride, our country’s boast,
A name we love, the name wc toast,

The patriot Jefferson!

He came like Moses, sent, of God,
His pen, the wave-dividing rod

That opened Freedom's way
Out of the ancient, dark domain
Os violence and fear and pain.

Where bigots rage and tyrants reign.
Into the better day!

Wide-minded, wise and wisely good,
His lucid spirit understood

The villainy of spoil.
That God Almighty never gave

One man however wise and brave,
The right to call another Slave,

And fatten on his toil!

He leveled up, he leveled down:
The beggar's clout, the monarch's crown,

He held as equal things:
The children, playing by the door
Where dwelled the unknown, humble poor.
He knew might do and count for more

Than any line of kings!

A Haunted Locomotive.

(Nashville Graphic.)
The Graphic does not vouch for the

story to the effect that the Nash County
Lumber t ompany owns a logging loco-
motive whose conduct “startles the na-
tives." The engine in question, it is said,
has a peculiar way of awakening the
neighborhood at all hours of the night by
the deep roar of its whistle, and" when
there is no one near it. It is said that
even when there is no steam in the
boiler the whistle has been heard to
belch forth its fury, awakening people
for miles aroupd. No negro in that com-
munity can be induced to go near it af-
ter nightfall There is a legend connect-
ed with this locomotive to the effect that

>INs reverent eyes could always trace
God s image In the human face;

And each man great or small.
He judged alone by moral worth
And claimed for each, by right of birth,
A chance to live on God's green earth

And share the hopes of all!

He knew the bulwarks of the State,
The things that, guard and make it great

Lie not in brutal might;
But in the force of free consent
And honest statutes—framed and meant
To foster labor, peace, content.

Equality and right!

Thus from his his heart he sagely drew
In lines of light, forever true.

Our Nation’s august Chart,
Tyrants and robbers hate and fear
That beacon thought so bright and clear.
That time and trial make it dear

To every freeman’s heart!

And so we lift the loving cup
With bare, bowed heads and standing up

We give the name of one
Who is our Democratic boast,
The Moses of our marching host.
Whose name we love, whose name we

toast
The name of Jefferson!

years ago, prior to its purchase by the
Nash County Lumber Company, there was
a wreck wherein the engineer, who was
much attached to his iron steed, lost his
life. Since that time an evil spirit
seems to have possessed it, and many

unaccountable incidents have character-
ised its workings. It is a powerful struc-
ture and of a late type and is engaged in
active service each day in supplying the
mill with logs. Its deep-sounding whistle
can be heard for miles and this story

connected with it, while discredited by

a majority, is believed to be true by
many-

Some wise men are not wise enough

to see that they can't answer all the

fool questions asked
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