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STATE SUNDAY SCHOOL
ASSOCIATION AT KINSTON

Twelfth Annual Session to Begin Tuesday and Con-
tinue Through Thursday. The Program

of Exercises Arranged.

AGE OE CONSENT LEGISLATION
\

Its History Results and Future Legislation Regarding
It. An Address Before the Asheville White

Cross Society.
(By J. D. Eggleston, Jr., Superintendent of Schools.)

REPORT OF PRES. M IVER
TO EDDCAIIONAL CONFERENCE

His Work as District Director of the Southern Edu-
cation Board. The Women’s Association for

Betterment of School Houses.“And who is there among ns bearing
the name of a man who will dare sit
down any longer with folded hands in
the presence of so great a wrong ?”—

Report of Pall Mall Gazette’s Commis-
sion.

As I understand it, the White Cross
Society has two purposes in view: First,
to promote personal purity in word and

j deed. Second, and which is a natural
j sequence of the first, to have any exisit-
j ing laws that are defective so amended
| as to throw all reasonable safeguards
! around our young people, in order that
they may have a fair and reasonable
chance to grow up to a pure manhood and
womanhood.

Are these two purposes reasonable? If
so, then a sufficient reason is establish-
ed for the existence of this organization.

‘‘But why form a society?” says some
one who really wishes to know why there
should be an organization. This is a day
in which little can be accomplished with-
out combination. There is strength in
union, and no one will dispute the fact
that a body of people meeting together
with definite objects in view, can en-
courage each other and accomplish those
objects better by combining in a sym-
pathetic organization than by working in-
dividually without such organization- If
this were not true there would be. no
political parties, no churches, no lodges,
etc. And especially is this so as re-
gards legislation. If any of our laws are
defective, it requires combined action to
remedy them.

This Society has, and will have, noth- I
ing to do with the remedying of any de-
fective law except in so far as that law
has something to do with the relations
of the two sexes.

With these preliminary remarks, I ask
the question: Is’ there a defective law-
on the statute books of North Carolina,
which by its defect fails to throw around
our boys and girls, our youths and maid-
ens, our men and women, the proper
safeguards, so as to lessen sexual im-
morality? If that question can be an-
swered in the affirmative, then no or-
ganization, whatever its name, that seeks
to remedy the defect, need apologize for
its existence.

It is thought by the Executive Commit-
tee of this Society that a campaign of
education is needed, not only in Asheville, j
but all over our State, in regard to cor- *
tain laws which we believe need reme- j
dying, and in regard to certain ideas con-
cerning the relations of the sexes, That \
there is a vast amount of ignorance and
consequent indifference about such mat-
ters among both men and women, need
scarcely be argued. And on account of
the ignorance of almost every one in re-
gard to what are known as “age of con- (

sent” laws, the committee has asked mo
to give a talk on this subject. For many
of tho facts to be given by mo I am in-
debted to a series of articles which ap-
peared in the January, 1895, Arena; to
Mrs. EdhoJm’s powerful book on “Traffic
in Girls and The Florence Crittenton
Missions ’: and to M. K. Pearce’s able
work. “Some Legal Aspects of the Ques-
tion.”

An “age of consent” law is a statute
which fixes the limit of age at which a
girl may legally be ruined if she consents
to such ruin- These laws, according to
their general interpretation, refer to ihe
crime of rape, and fix the age at which
a young girl may legally consent to sexu-
al relations. Statutes pertaining to rape
provide for the punishment, of “whoever
ravishes or carnally knows a female
child by force or against her will” at
any age, and provides “penalties for
whoever unlawfully and carnally knows
a female child, with or without consent,
under a given ago," the “given age” and
over being the age at which consent may
be given by the female without the pun-
ishment of the male. This ago varies in
different States and countries, and until
within the last ten years was, in most
of the States, based upon the old Eng-
lish Common Law which placed the age
at 10 and sometimes at 12 years In No-
vember, 1894, the age of consent in North
and South Carolina and Alabama was
10 years; in Texas, Kentucky, Wiscon-
sin, and Louisiana, 12 years. It was
raised in North Carolina in 1895 by the
last. Legislature to 14 years, the law of
rape, however, remaining at 10, as be-
fore. It was just a little over 10 years
ago that W. T. Stead, editor of tho Pall
Mall Gazette, London, published his reve-
lations of the crimes committed against
young girls in that city. These horrible
revelations caused the British Parlia-
ment to raise the age from 13 to lfi years,
and attention was at once attracted to
the age of consent laws in the Cnited
States. It was found that in most, of the '
States of the Union, little girls 10 years ’
old could, according to law, consent to 1
their own ruin, while in Delaware the
statute books revealed the fact that the
age of consent was SEVEN YEARS! Up 1
to November. 1894, only two States, Kan-
sas and Wyoming, had raised the age to 1
18. In Tennessee, our sister State, after a
long and hitter fight the age was raised ‘
from in to 16 years and one day. the *
one day being added as a bit of facetious- *
ness by some one who moved it ns a (

compromise between 18 and 18 years. 1
Two hills had been introduced asking
that the age he raised to 16 and 18 years 1
respectively. The latter passed the ’
and second readings, hut the Judicial *
Committee then rejected it and r"rnw. 1
pended the former, amended. linw»v"rf 1
so as to make the age 12 years! Fort- -

unately. the legislature took a four ’

-vfeks' recess, and at the end of that 1
ime the good men and women and the

The twentieth session of the North
Carolina Sunday Sehool Association as-
sembles in the live town of Kinston,

Tuesday night next April 28th, at 8
o'clock. It is expected that this meeting

will be largely attended, but the hospi-
table people of that place are urging tor
a great crowd. Free entertainment Is
promised. The railroads have granted

reduced rates and everything is being

done to make the meeting of groat profit

and interest to all who go, and to the
permanent good of the organized Sunday
school work in North Carolina.

For two months past Mr. N. B. Brough-

ton, of this city, who Is chairman of the
State" Executive Committee, has been
busily engaged on the program, securing
speakers and in thoroughly advertising

the time, place and importance of the
convention.

Tho committee has been fortunate in
securing as the International Conyentlon
visitor, Mr. Charles D. Meigs, associate
editor of the Sunday School Evangel, pub-
lished In St. Louis.

Mr. Meigs is recognized as one of the
most Interesting writers and entertaining
speakers In the great Sunday sehool fioll.
He arrived In Raleigh yesterday. This
morning he will visit the white Sunday
schools as follows: Tabernacle Baptist,
9:30 a. m.; Central Methodist, 9:40 a. m.;
First Baptist, 9:50 a. m.; Edenton Street
Methodist, 10 a. m.; First Presbyterian,

10:20 a. m., and Fayetteville Street Bap- \
tlst, 10:30 a. m.

At 11 o'clock a. m. Mr. Meigs will oc-
cupy the pulpit of the Tabernacle Baptist
church.

At 3 p. m. he will address a mass
mooting of all the Sunday schools In the 1

papers of the State had made it so warm
for the law-makers, that the members
dared not pass such an amendent. The
Nashville Christian Advocate editorially
denounced the action of the Judicial Com-
mittee as “worthy a parliament of Hot-
tentots!” One member argued against
the bill that “an eminent lawyer had
told him that if the bill passed, it would
so crowd the dockets of the courts that
business would be materially blocked!”
The following States now have the age
of consent law at 18: Arizona, Colo-
rado, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri (serious
defect in Nebraska (serious defect
in law,) New York, Wyoming. The fol-
lowing have 16 as tho age: Arkansas,
Connecticut, District of Columbia, Massa-
chusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana,
North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island,
South Dakota, Washington, Ohio. Texas
has tho age at 15, and California, Illinois,
Indiana, lowa, Maine, Maryland, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Ver-
mont, Wisconsin have 14. New Hamp-
shire has 13 as the age, and Indian Ter-
ritory, Kentucky, Louisiana, Nevada, Vir-
ginia and West Virginia have the age
fixed at 12. New Jersey has 16, but the
offense is merely a finable misdemeanor.
Pennsylvania has 16, but the girl must
prove previous good character after 10.
Georgia has 14, but the wording of the
law permits a jury to place the age at
FIVE YEARS or any other ago up to 14.
In regard to this monstrosity the Sec-
retary of State of Georgia writes me:

“We halve no statute in Georgia fixing
the ‘age of consent’ other than that au-
thorizing a minor of 14 to choose her own
guardian, contract marriage, etc. Our
courts in cases of rape, seduction, etc.,
have uniformly held that 14 is the ‘age
of consent’ as a rule, but the courts and

| and Pencil and by Object”—Mr. -C. D.
Meigs, St. Louis.

Report of Executive Committee and
Officers of Association.

Election of Officers.
Adjournment.

WEDNESDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.
Presiding Officer—Mr. E. A. Moye,

Greenville.
Service of Song, led by Prof. Charlie D.

Tilman, of Atlanta, Ga.
Round Table on Sunday Sehool Manage-
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PROF. GEORGE H- CROWELL.

, At the Athens Conference a year ago
. at the request of the program committee,
I presented a statement in regard to
my work as one of the District Directors
of the Southern Education Board, which
"as published in the proceedings of the
Conference. That statement explains the

; organization of the educational forces
of North Carolina at the Raleigh Confer-
ence, and gives an account of the meet-
ing at Greensboro on April 3rd and 4th,'
which marked the beginning of co-opera-
tion between the Southern Education
oßard and the General Education Board
in field work. This statement also made
clear that my work in North Carolina
was in co-operation with Governor Ay-

. ccck and State Superintendent Joyner,
we three constituting the Executive Com-
mittee representing the organization Con-
ference held at Raleigh February 13th.

At the Raleigh Conference represent-
ing all educational interests—State, de-
nominational and private—the opinion
was unanimous that all influences should
be brought to bear upon the Improvement
of the rural public school, that the con-
solidation of school districts, the im-
provement of school houses, and the adop-
tion of the principle of local taxation for
public education ivere our three funda-
mental needs, and that there should be
a systematic and persistent agitation to
secure these needs. I have used the
funds placed in my hands by the South-
ern Education Board to aid in this agita-
tion.

My work as District Director has been
largely, though not entirely, confined to
North Carolina, and practically all of it
¦has been done In connection with and
through the following agencies:

1. Educational Conferences for various
purposes;

2. A systematic popular campaign for
local taxation:

3. The Organization and work of Ihe
Women’s Association for the Betterment
of Public School Houses In North Caro-
lina.

I. EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCES.
Conferences at Raleigh, Greensboro,

Charlotte and Hickory were held. The
general purpose of these conferences was
the same, though t-he distinctive feature
of the first at Raleigh was general or-
ganization, that of the second and third
at Greensboro and Charlotte for ihe
promotion of the idea of community phil-
anthropy, while the purpose of the fourth
was to saturate a community with such
educational sentiment as would make it
ready to vote a special local tax for
schools.

All of the conferences were attended
by the State Superintendent, the Govern-'
or, the President of the State University,
the President of the Agricultural and
Mechanical College, the President of the
State Normal and Industrial College, and
representatives of the leading denomina-
tional colleges of the State. A large
number of public school ami private
school teachers and of citizens engaged
in various railings were also present at
each conference.

1 paid the railroad expenses of the su-
perintendent of about fifty counties in
the western part of the State, enabling
each of them to attend one of the con-
ferences, thus giving thorn an opportuni-
ty to come in touch with one another
and with the educational leaders of the
State and, at the same time, giving the
State Superintendent an opportunity to
outline a uniform policy for his lieuten-
ants-

We had planned to hold two confer-
ences in the eastern part of North Caro-
lina, but, finding that Secretary Buttrick,
of the General Education Board, was
planning a conference of ail the county
superintendents at Raleigh, I did not
think it wise to hold any district con-
ferences in the eastern section of the
State this year.

In my judgment, no money has ever
been spent more wisely than that which
made it possible for the county superin-
tendents to come together in the smaller
conferences and in the general confer-
ence at Raleigh. All of these conferences
except the two at Raleigh produced a
profound impression upon the communi-
ties in which they were held. The two
conferences in Raleigh also did much |
tr. quicken educational thought through- I
out the State because the newspapers at j
the capital and the special Correspond-
ents located there gave wide einnil&tion
to the important work of each confer-

and of some importance in tho State as
a manufacturing center, had not yet voted
a local tax upon its own property. In
addition to the ordinary work of the
Conference every effort was made to
strengthen public sentiment in Hickory.
About one year previous to the •Confer-
ence the town had voted upon the ques-
tion of levying a local tax and the move-
ment was defeated- Since the Hickory
Conference it has voted again, and fa-
vorably, upon the question, and Hickory

will soon have a good school system,
though it is necessary for the people to
provide new buildings as well as main-
tain the school. I would not claim (hat

our conference at Hickory was the sole
cause of the favorable vote, but unques-
tionably it was of great assistance to
the friends of the cause.

At all of the conferences the State Su-
perintendent had an opportunity iO work
very effectively in behalf of consolidation
of sehool districts. The number of
school districts in North Carolina now is
about 200 less than the number was on
July Ist. 1901.

11. POPULAR CAMPAIGN FOR LOCAL
TAXATION.

In the month of June the State Super-

intendent, the Governor, and your Dis-
trict Director planned an active cam-
paign for local taxation, employing as
our Secretary and Manager one of the
best educational workers in the State.
By correspondence and personal confer-
ences with representative people from
different sections of the State he and tho
State Superintendent advertised appoint-

metns for various speakers who had been
selected as suitable men to Impress the
doctrines of local taxation and universal
education. Two hundred or more specch-

ment. led by Rev. B. W. Rpilman.
| Address —“The Door of the Scholar's
; Heart and How to Open it’’—Mr. C. D.
i Meigs.

j Baraca Classes, Origin and Object. Ad-
| dress and Open Parliament, with three-

minute report fro-m each clans represent-

ed. Led by Mr. R. N. Simms, Raleigh.
Adjournment.

WEDNESDAY—EVENING SESSION.
Presiding Officer—Col. J. R. Young,

j Raleigh.
I Song Service and Scripture Lesson .

| Address—“ The Child of Ihe Ages”—
; Prof. Geo. H. Crowell. President.

A Blackboard Lesson—Scripture Illus-
; trated —Mr. Chas. Elmer Furman, New
I York.

Address —“The Frout-linc Sunday
School and the Rear-line Church Mem
ber”—Mr. C. D. Meigs, St. Louis.

Announcements and Adjournment.

THURSDAY—MORNING SESSION.
Presiding Officer—Rev. G. N. Cowan.

Kinston.
Song and Prayer Service.
Report of Committees.
Address—“ Teacher's Meetings Made

Easy and Breezy”—Mr. C. D. Meigs.
New Things in Sunday Sehool Work—

Conference led by Prof. S. M. Smith, Gen-
eral Secretary.

(a) Cradle Roll.
(b) Home Department.
(c) Decision Day.
'Address—“The Demands Upon the

Twentieth Century Sunday School Teach-
er”—Mr. J. W. Bailey.

Open Parliament—“lf I Were a Sun-
day School Superintendent and Wanted j
to Double the Interest and Enrollment in ;

PROF. J. D. EGGLESTON. .

juries have a wide discretion and always
take into consideration the degree of in-
telligence of the female.”

Florida has 17, I think, but rape law
“with consent” ends with 10. Mississippi
has 16, with law similar to Florida. There
seems to be a confusion as to tho Dela-
ware law. . The present law seems to be
18, with rape law ending at 7 years.
Alabama has 10 years as the age. North
Carolina rape law ends at 10. For improp-
er relations w-ith previously chaste young
girls, not involving the crime of vio-
lence, the age is 14 years. In several
of the States the ages have been very
recently raised to the figures mentioned.

Puritan New Hampshire has 13; Puri-
tan Maine and Vermont, 14; Puritan
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode
Island, 16; w-hile Mormon Utah, be-
nighted Kansas, wild Colorado and
Wyoming, and the barbarous inhabitants
cf Arizona have 18! It will be noticed
that there has been a steady tendency
upward in the age since the agitation of
1885 started.

But there has been more than one
desperate fight made to lower the age
in some States. In 1890, in the New
York Senate, a bill was introduced to
lower the age from 16 to 14. It was fa-
vorably reported by the Judicial Com-
mittee, but the protests were too strong
and the measure was defeated- It was
understood that the bill originated with
a Rochester lawyer who wished to pro-

vide a means of escape for a client who
had despoiled a girl under 16 years. An-
other attempt was made in 1892 to amend
the penal code by lowering the age to

14 and a motion to that effect was

adopted by a viva voce vote, but when
a member called for the yeas and nays,
in order to put all voters on record, the
motion was defeated!

So opposed is all “age of consent” leg-
islation to our boasted Anglo-Saxon
chivalry, so revolting is it to our no
less boasted sense of fairness, and so
foreign is it to Christ’s interpretation of
the Seventh Commandment, that we nat-
urally inquire as to the origin of such ;
legislation. Dr. A. H. Lewis, who has
written vigorously along this line, says

that it has its origin in sex-worship.

Time permits only a short discussion of j
this point. Dr. Lewis thinks the system
was first formulated in Babylonia. Ac-
cording to Herodotus and Strabo any

stranger might demand the presence of (
a woman in that count ry within the doors j
of the temple of Mylitta (Venus or ;
Astarte) and once there sho was required j
to yield her virtue. A silver coin was j
then given her, which sh" was required j
to take and which was regarded as sa-

cred. This sex-worship spread every-

w’hrro and especially in the Balt- "Who-
ever looks upon Hm private museum at
Naples.” says Dr. Lewis, “does not won-
der that Vesuvius buried Pompeii.” This
worship still prevails in one fpim or an-

(Continued on Tenth FSage.)

DR. CHARLES D. M IVER.

PROF. S. M. SMITH.

es were made- Most conspicuous among
the campaigners from among the political
and other leaders of the State were Gov-
ernor Ayeock. Ex-Senator and Ex-Gov-
trnor I nomas J. Jarvi3, Congressman

John H. Small, State Auditor B. F- Dixon,
R. B. White, Esq., member of the State
Legislature: J. W. Bailey, Editor of the
Biblical Recorder; Ex-State Senator A.

M. Scales, Ex-Attorney General R. D.
Douglas, the last two Chairmen, respec-

tively, of the Democratic and Republican

Executive Committees of Guilford county.

Each of these speakers was usually ac-
companied by an active teacher familiar
with every phase of the educational ques-
tion-

The educators who took an active part
in the campaign were headed by State
Superintendent Joyner, Ex-State Superin-
tendent Mcbane, Ex-State Superintendent
Scarborough, Presidents of the State col-
leges, the Presidents or Professors of
nearly all of the leading denominational
colleges, superintendents of the city
public scdiools, County Superintendents,
and others. These speeches were made
chiefly in tho months of June, July and
August.

Already last summer's campaign has
borne fruit, as several districts have
\oted the special tax and many places
are preparing to vote it. The most sig-
nificant fact that I can slate in regard to
the North Carolina campaign is that tie-
audiences attending the educational
meetings in June, July,and August were

j larger than the audiences that attended
I the political speakings in the months of
September and October preceding the No.
'vember election. Several of the speakers
were in both campaigns, and the Gov-
ernor, who is probably the- most effective
and popular political campaigner in tin:
State, says that his audiences at his fif-
teen speeches in the educational cam-
paign were l.irge-r than the audiences he
addressed at any fifteen political gather-
ings. To <i person who knows North
Carolina this means a revolution in pub-
lic thinking so far as education is con-

cerned. for the political speakers had as
large audiences as they have usually had
except in a year when there was a Presi-
dential election.

The educational campaign was parti-
cipated in by political loaders, educa-
tors, editors, clergymen, lawyers, physi-
cians, business men and farmers.

To some extent this campaign would
have been carried on even if there had
been no Southern Education Board, but
I would not know how to estimate the
value of the assistance the Board has
rendered by paying the travelling ex-
penses of most of the campaigners, and
defraying the expenses for literature and
campaign organization It should be said
here that the travelling expenses of the
Governor and State Superintendent were
paid by themselves.

I have felt all the time that, acting
(Continued on Eleventh Page.)

audience room of the First Presbyterian
church.

Mr. Meigs will go to Kinston on Tues-
day.

The program of the meeting at Kinston
is full of interest to Sunday school peo-
ple, especially as will be seen by looking
over the same, given herewith-

Prof. George H. Crowell, of High Point,
is president of the convention.

This is Prof. Crowell’s second term as
president. He is not only a fine presid-
ing officer, but an able speaker. He is
n leading member of the Methodist
church. He is among the foremost edu-
cators of North Carolina and enloys
great popularity as the superintendent

of the Public schools of High Point.
The efficient Secretary of the State Con-

vention is Prof. S. M. Smith, of Elon
College.

During the past month Prof. Smith has
been the leader of a Tour Party holding
Sunday School conventions in the East-
ern part of the State. He is a fine or-
gnuizer and an untiring worker, and is
very much devoted to the work of or-
ganizing the Sunday schools of North
Carolina.

It is expected that quite a good dele-
gation will go from Raleigh and these
will leave on the 10:30 east-bound train

/Tuesday.
The following is the program of the

convention in Kinston:

TUESDAY—EVENINC, SESSION.
Presiding Officer—Prof. Geo. H. Crow-

ell, President of Association.
Devotional and Praise Service, led by

Prof. Charlie 1). Tilman, of Atlanta, Ga.
Welcome to Kinston—l>r. H. I>. Harp-

er, Sr.
Response and Greeting by President--

Prof. Geo. H. Crowell.
Appointment of Committees —Enroll-

inopt of IV'logatx^s.

Address—“ Organized Sunday School
Work in America ”—Mr. Chas. D. Meigs,
St. Louis. Mo.

Announcements. Closing. Handshake
and Acquaintance.

WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION.
Presiding Officer— Mr. H. N. Snow.

Durham.
Praise Service, led by Prof. Charlie P.

Tilman. of Atlanta. Ga.
Scripture lesson with Black-beard Il-

lustration Mr. Chas. Elmer Furman, of
New York.

Reports from Counties. (One Delegate
from each county is requested to make
a three minute report as to condition of
organized work in his county and what
has been done during past year.)

Report of Tour Party.
Address— “How to Teach with Chalk

niff

MR. 5 'UAH. J>. M

Six Months, What Would I do?”—led by j
Mr- H. B. Parker, Jr., Goldsboro.
„ Announcements and adjournment.

THURSDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.
Presiding Officer—Mr. Geo. W. Watts,

(Durham.

Service of Song, led by Prof. Charles
D. Tilman, o? Atlanta, Gn.

Black-board Illustrations, by Mrs. Chas.
Elmer Furman. New York-

Selection of Place for Next Convention
—Other Business. j

The Tour Party Plan for County and j
Townshii Organization. Open Conference |
led by Mr. N. B. Broughton, Raleigh.

THURSDAY—EVENING SESSION. j
President Presiding. h
Song and Scripture Lesson.
Address —Rev. B. W- Spillman. j !
Address—Rev. F. D. Swindell, D. D., j

Goldsboro.
Brief Parting Words. M
Closing. j <

It seems to be the genera] belief of ?'
people coming to Jackson from different ’
parts of the county that the assessment 1
of real estate in tho county in June will ! i
show a great increase over the last t
assessment, made four years ago. A well : <

infeirmed conservative gentleman from r
another part- of the county stated here
recently that he thought the inercas’-jt
would, or should be. a hundred per cent.— \
Roanoke-Cliowan Times. t

The work of the Greensboro Confer-
ence was told in the Athens report. I
shall speak again, however, in this re-
port of some important results of that
conference.

On Mav 2nd. just after the Athens Con-
ference, our Charlotte Conference was

held. An effort was made *to repeat the
work of the Greensboro Conference with
one additional feature. We undertook to
raise from the city of C’harlotle $6,000.
which, in turn, the General Education
Beard had agreed to duplicate, with the
understanding that two-thirds of the
amount should go to the rural schools
of Me.eklenDirg county and one-third
to the nnhlie schools of Henderson countv
situated in the mountain section of the
State. Not quite all this monev was
raised, but T am informed that aM of it
will be raised and already several dis-
tricts in Mecklenburg county have held
elections on (he local tax otiestion. and
ir most of them the vote has been fa-
vorable.

At the Hickory Conference. August 13th
ard 11th, no effort was made to raise
monev for rural schools because Hick-
ory, though a town of considerable size


