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(By Dr. Edwin Mims, of Trinity College, at Educational Conference at Richmond)

While I realize that the work of this
conference is directed primarily to the
development of rural schools, the subject
assigned for this hour necessarily sug-
gests the problems of higher education iu
the South. Many southern people, "ven

leaders in educational work, are ignorant
of the men and movements connected with
the solution of these problems, while
northern men are as ignorant of them
as they are of many other phases of
southern life. A fight just a« difficult,
Just as strenuous, as that in which you
are engaged is pow being waged by other
leaders in behalf of higher standards of
admission and of graduation and increas-
ed endowments and equipments. No one
who has been at the heart of this move-
ment for universal education can fail to
be in deepest sympathy with it, but un-
less the leaders of higher education are
just as enthusiastic and wise and patient
as the members of the Southern Educa-
tion Board they will lea\*e very pressing
problems unsolved. The rebuilding of old
commonwealths is to go on not only in
the rural schools, but in the libraries,
laboratories end lecture rooms of south-
ern colleges.

The organization to which has been
entrusted the working out of many of 'he
problems of colleges and secondary
schools is. The Southern Association of
Colleges and Preparatory Schools, organ-
ized in Atlanta in 1895. Realizing that
the South has suffered from a lack of a
properly correlated educational system,
they have endeavored to define more ac-
curately the work of school, college and
university. To that er.d they have insist-
ed on definite and rigidly enforced re-
quirements for admission and graduation
—requirements approximating those that
now prevail in the beat northern insti-
tutions. This association has had to
work in the face of strong opposition
on the part not only of second-rate col-
leges, but cf colleges and universities
that have comparatively large endow-
ments. and equipments, but have not de-
veloped an educational conscience with
regard either to standards of admission
or graduation, College presidents. Instead
of being educational experts, thoroughly

familiar with the most recent educational
progress, have thought that enthusiasm
for the masses might atone for the seri-
ous neglect of the more technical, but
none the less Important, phases of higher
education. That this movement is odav
as successful as It is due primarily to
the untiring energy and wisdom of Chan-
cellor Kirkland of Vanderbilt University,
who for ten years In his own institution
and among the other institutions of the
South has stood for the highest ideals of
educational work. He and men like him
have appropriated the best results of ed-
ucational work In other parts of the coun-
try. We have all been gratified to hear

the sincere tributes that have been paid
to Thomas Jefferson as an educational
leader; what he has done for American
institutions has been adequately appre-
ciated at this conference. Southern in-
stitutions, with the same open-minded-
ness nped to reap the benefits of werk
done within the past twenty-five years
by Presidents Eliot and Hadley, Oilman
and Harper. The followers of Jefferson,
in both education and politics, frequently

miss his prime virtue—oppn mindadness
and progressiveness: he went everywfce-e

for ideas and institutions —to France,
England and New England.

Public sentiment is growing In the
South in the direction of an insistence
on the demands made of a modern well-
equipped college. Men are beginning to
see that endowments and libraries and
laboratories are absolutely essential for
the development of scholarly work and
are working to thwart those institutions
of learning that have perpetrated frauds
upon the public in the name of higher

BABY'S FUTURE
Something for Mothers

to Think About.

Lives of Suffering and
Sorrow Averted

And Happiness and Prosperity
Assured by

CuticuraSoap.Ointmentand Pills
When All Else Falls.

Every child born into the world with
an Inherited or early developed ten-
dency to distressing, disfiguring hu-
mours of the skin, scalp and blood, be-
comes an object of the most tender so-
licitude, not only because of its suffer-
ing, but because of the dreadful fear

that the disfiguration is to be lifelong
and mar its future happiness and pros-

perity. Hence it becomes the duty of
mothers of such afflicted children to ac-
quaint themselves with the best, the
purest and most effective treatment
available, viz., The Cuticura Treatment.

Warm baths with Cuticura Scap to
cleanse the skin and scalp of crusts and
scales, gentle applications of Cuticura
Ointment, to allay itching, irritation
and inflammation, and soothe and heal,
and mild doses of Cuticura Resolvent
Pills, to cool the blood in the severer
cases, are all that can bo desired for the
alleviation of the suffering of skin tor-
tured infant! and children, and the com-
fort of worn-out parents.

Millions of women use Cuticura Soap,
assisted by Cuticura Ointment, for pre-
serving, purifying and beautifying the
skin, for cleansing the scalp of crusts,
scales and dandruff, and the stopping
of fallinghair, for softening, whitening
and soothing red, rough and Sore hands,
for baby rashes, itchings and chafinsrs,
in the form of washes for annoying
irritations and inflammations, and' for
many sanative, antiseptic purposes
which readily suggest themselves.

education. I have often regretted that
Garfield said what he did about Mark
Hopkins and the log, for the remark has
done valiant service in the am!
West for the maintenance of colleges and
universities that had no right by (he

common standards of honesty to exist.
The members of the Southern Education
Board have turned the light of publicity
upon the country schools; men are also
turning the light on colleges and find-
ing that many of them are unworthy cf
the names they bear. You have raised
the cry of consolidation of schools, we

need also to work towards the consolida-
tion or abolition of colleges. Let us

not in our efforts to secure the adoption

of local taxation as a fundamental prin-

ciple of American democracy forget to
urge upon the State legislatures the prime

necessity of allowing State institutions

the best possible chance for the pursuit or
scholarly ends. Nor in our enthusiasm
over the recent remarkable gifts for
school purposes, fail to appreciate duly

the men, many of them Southerners, who
are providing for the endowment Os col-
leges and the establishment of libraries
and laboratories. There are fewer peo-

ple in the South today than ever before,

who believe that because North Caro-
lina or Ohio has more colleges than Mas-
sachusetts, they are for that reason 'he
more fortunate.

Out of this demand for proper educa-
tional standards and facilities is coming

a new sense of the dignity and worth of
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j scholarship. When the University of
1 Virginia was organized Thomas Jefferson
| induced five English scholars to become

members of Its faculty, because forsooth
talent had not developed in this country.

The time has been in the South when
i there was almost a necessity for north-
j ern men to fill the chairs of Instruction,

; but in recent yeans more and more south-
ern men of first rate talent have been
preparing themselves in the best univer-
sities of this country and Europe for the

I highest grade of work. A few years ago

. a good many of these 'brighter men went

!to northern institutions where they
’ might have la ger resources with which

j to work, but now as endowments and li-

braries and laboratories are Increasing, a
constantly number of them are not only

content but eager to work in southern
institutions, because they see there an
opportunity of doing permanent work in

the rejuvenation and reconstruction of

Southern life. Their names are not

known by many people in this audience,
they are not in the public eye, but within
the next decade you will see the achieve-
ments of this band, of scholars who ar"

working in the name of truth for the
widening of the horizons of human knowl-
edge.

With the advance of scholarship in the
South ,and with the scholar's recogni-
tion of his place In a democratic order,
there have come and will come, more and
more, freedom of thought and freedom
of speech. Scholars are bringing to bear
upon southern life the influence of mo-

dern ideas ar.d insisting on open-mind-
edness and cosmopolitanism as the prime

virtues of a progressive people. Teachers
of literature and are bringing young men
into a larger world of thought—“an
ampler ether, a divine air”—
striving to put them in touch
with the best revelation of genius
and the artistic record of tbeir race.
Teachers of history, with scientific aeura-
cy and yet a vital feeling for the past,

are bringing to us the experience of the
world as a guide for our future life, and
are writing the history of this section
not according to the demands of senti-
ment. but with the accuracy of truth.
Teachers of political science are giving

[ due interpretation to the new Industrial
order now so manifest, and are bringing
to the new social problems engendered
thereby the results of the be3t experience
of England and the North. Teachers of
science—technical and theoretical —are
making us familiar with scientific prin-
ciples and methods, and are bringing into
our thought those truths that have revo-
lutionized modern philosophy. Teachers
of Biblical literature, loyal to the essen-

tial truth of the old faith, are yet brave
enough to accept truth from whatever
source it may come and to abide by the
truth wherever it may lead.

Such scholars cannot do their work
without exciting opposition and preiu-

dice. The question of academic freedom
is a live question heTe, as elsewhere in

the country. More than many have real-
ized, freedom of speech has won Its
place In southern institutions. Professor
Trent was attacked severely by some

Southern newspapers and public men for

his life cf William Gilmore Simms and
Southern Statesmen of the Old Regime,

but the University of the South was

thoroughly loyal to him while many men
in other Institutions rallied about him.
Professor Houston wais attacked for cer-
tain of Southern history, but

he is today at the head of a leading insti-
tution of Texas and highly honored

throughout the South. The recent forc-
ed resignation of Professor Sledd would
not have taken place in some Southern
institutions with which T am acquainted
and whose faculties unhesitatingly con-
demned the action of the Emory College

trustees. A book containing the ad-
dresses of a dozen of the most prominent
presidents and professors of Southern
colleges would be a surprise to the aca-

demic circles of the North that have not
watched closely the development of the
most recent phases or southern life. The
Sewanee Review that has just completed

ten years successful history and the South
Atlantic Quarterly, now in its second
year, have given notable expressions to
the most thoughtful opinions of Southern
scholars.

While giving due attention to these un-

mis table evidences of Increasing freedom

and cosmopolitanism, I would not mini-1
mize the struggle yet to bo made before
they shall be generally recognized and
established. Unfortunately, many lead-
ers of educational work are flatterers
rather than leaders of the people, and so
stand in the way of genuine progress.
I have heard more than one president
of prominent southern institutions make
light of meli who were independent in
their thought and free in their utterance.

Tradition, conservatism, bigotry, preju-
dice, here as elsewhere, must stand in
ithe way of the children of light. In the
South, least of all, should a scholar be

dumb, or the institution of learning hide
its light under a bushel. The Southern
college needs to become a more vital
factor in the life of the people: not
timid or overcautious, hut brave, even a$

those who love truth and are the friends
of progress. You cannot write the his-
tory of modern Germany without record-
ing the heroic work of German scholars.
The story of the renascence of New Eng-

land is but half told when Harvard Col-
lege is omitted. In the industrial, edu-
cational and intellectual progress of the ,
Southern States the colleges that will de-
serve most consideration from the future :
historian are those that will at the
present time become the leaders and the
inspirers of the people.

I have Just one fear about the notable <
utterances made by northern men at this
conference. There is a danger that In i
all that is being said by them in the way

of elogizing Southern heroes, and adopt-
ing Southern points of view, we of the
South may become confirmed In dur pro-

I vincialism, established in our isolation
•with regard to some things. This will
not happen if wo meet the sentiments of
these gentlemen "with equal frankness,
equal candor and equal magnanimity. If
we are all rejoicing that Southern men

are seeing some of their mistakes and
are learning from us, we must not bliud
ourselves to the fact that we have mufch
to learn from them, much to unlearn from
ourselves. We must remember that we

have defects, limitations that can ou'y

be overcome by the largest possible con-
tact with other men and other civiliza-
tions. We were all profoundly stirred
by the discriminating and heart-felt eulo-
gies of Jackson, Lee and Grady by the
gifted orator of Brooklyn. Will South-
ern men speak Just as discriminatingly

and heart-felt tributes to Sumner, Web-
ster and Lincoln—the champion of free-
dom, the Interpreter of the national idea,

the preserver of the Union? Shall we not
put by the side of Mr. Mabie’s tribute
to Lanier, one equally as felicitous and
sincere to Wnittier and Lowell? Thc
spirit of nationalism and of brotherhood
should work both ways. We have been
deepl yimpressed with the statesman-
like and magnanimous utterances of Mr.
Cleveland on the negro question, but un-

less southern people meet his point of
view with equal frankness and equal
equal open-mindedness, unless they shall
rise to the responsibility suggested by

him, better it had never been delivered.
While we hear with deep feeling the
words of Dr. Lyman Abbott, giving ex-
pression to the charge In the opinions of
many Northern people with regard to

suffrage, we must insist that the meth-
ods employed In reconstruction times,

however necessary they are for the pre-

servation of Anglo-Saxon civilization,
must not be continued at a time when the

suffrage of the negro has been put upon

an entirely different basis. We need to
insist not only that the open door of hope

shall not be shut in the face of any man,
but that absolute justice shall be done to

the negro under the changed conditions
that now prevail in t’-- Southern States.

If we shall meet all Southern prob-

lems and national problems with the
same spirit that characterized this Con-
ference, if we can bring to them the
same national spirit, the same magnani-

mity, the same open-mindedness, we shall
see the coming of a great day in South-
ern life. No one can have too high a

hope of what may be achieved within the
next quarter of a century. Freed from
the limitations that have so long hamper-

ed us and bouyant wjth the energy of a

new life coursing through our veins we
shall pres® forward to thb destiny that
awaits us. If, to the sentiment, the chiv-
alry and the hospitality that have char-
acterized Southern life shall he added the
Intellectual keenness, the spiritual sensi-
tiveness and the enlarged freedom of the
modern world, the time Is not far off

when scholarship, literature and art shall
flourish among us and when all things

that make for the intellectual and spirit-
ual emancipation of man shall find their
fit home here.

Things that formerly came to those
; who waited now go to those who hustle.
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Capital Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Special Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Fertilizer.
Beef Blood and Bone Fertilizer.
Capital Bone—Potash Compound.

Travers’ Dissolved Bone Phosphate.
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I RALEIGH’S GREAT j|

| May Festival |
If |l> p 4-9 |i>p |!l
1| | ¦ I ¦ | i nvprwhplminfr ! ¦ ¦ ¦ % jj

I Array of Merit,Wortli, Grandeur,Novelty |
| Raleigh's Great Street Fair, Mai 4, S, 6, 1, 8,0 jj
li Carnival Week •!

Reduced Rates on All Railroads. We invite Everybody
to come.

(Dobbin & Ferralll
II 123 AND 125 FAYETTEVILLE STREET If
j| Right Up in the Midst of the Great Fair
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I if the manufacturers and importers, saving our patrons in every instance the ex- vide tor your needs in the coming school
(I© commencements —and we feel justified in 90j pense of the middleman* Especially now,while you can take advantage of urging you to buy now while our stocks Sw
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ori
- are so bountiful—and while prices are 09

I >• low railroad rates do we feel Justified xn urging you to come to Raleigh and see
go jow 22

aS what a great store we have —and discover the kinds a:.,1 character of the goods White goods. Organdies, Lawns, Silks, 22ZS Laces, Chiffons, Ribbons, Gloves, Hos- ZZ
¦ 9 we carry. This will be a treat for you.—You will be instructed as well as in- iery, Small Wares, etc., etc.
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99 toile t room on our secoD<l floor for thc convenience of ladies.

We -re enthusiastic over our lines of 99
#9 Shoqs—We’ve a right to be, for never
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1m- . i -pv hake we seen such a galaxy of style and

ji Carpets, Mattings,- Rugs, sisiu •“ $

jj Curtains I
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Our Carpet Department in itself is a , Waioie
|$ revelation to most people — omit WaISIS
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