
KISHINEFF PLOT LAID
BARE BY MICHAEL DAVITT

Russian Chief of Police Rides Through the Pillaged

Town While the Slaughter is On, Coolly

Smoking a Cigar.

(New York American.)

When the American determined to get

the absolute truth as to the niasacre of

the Jews in Kishineff, great care was
taken in securing a proper commissioner.
Prominent Hebrews requested that a

Gentile be selected. Michael Davitt, a

man of cool judgment, a lover oi liberty

and a lover of his kind, and trained in the

accurate school of journalism, was asked
to go to Russia, get the facts of the
massacre and report them to this paper.
Through the American this morning Mr.
Davitt gives to the world a story of pil-

lage, rapine and death, whose unspeak-

able horror is without a parallel in all
the bloody annals of religious or racial
persecutions. Just as Davitt has written
his story, the American prints it. Davitt
is not emotional. Read his story and
you will see that no previous reports of

the horrors of the slaughter of the Jews

of Kishineff have been exaggerated.

The American promised to reveal the
whole truth of the Kishineff massacre-
Here it is from Michael Davitt:

Berlin, June 3.—Finding it impossible

on account of Russian censorship, to

send the truth from Kishineff, 1 do so

from this point.

I have completed an investigation as

to the origin, authors and extent of the

recent massacree and looting of Kishineff.

I have traversed almost the whole ter-

ritory within the Jewish pale of settle-
ment from Odessa to Warsaw*, inquiring

into the present state of the anti-Semitic
feeling arising from the Easter outbreak.

I found that the origin of the riots at

Kishineff was not as was reported by the
Russian accounts, which alleged that a

Christian woman was struck by the Jew

proprietor of a merry-go-round, which
provoked the crowds of peasants to the
ensuing riots. There is no truth in this
story. I found the owner of the merry-

go-round. He is a German named Rein-
hold Mergert, and is a Christian. He as-

sured me that no woman was insulted or

hurt on that occasion.
The real cause of the disturbance is

this:

EDITOR KROUSHVAN THE EVIL
GENIUS.

The only daily paper in Kishineff is the
Bessarabyetz. It is violently anti-Semitic,
and the chief editor, Krouslivan by name,

is of Moldaxian origin, and he has sys-

tematically inflamed the popular feeling
against the Jews, as the foes of Russia,
as the propagandists of socialism and as
the enemies of the Christian religion.
Kroushvan’s attacks have been continuous
for the last six years. Merchants and
employers giving work to Jews were held
up to public odium, and the expulsion or
extermination of the race was openly urg-

ed. The Bessarabyetz has a circulation
of 20,000, chiefly among the police, muni-
cipal employes and workmen generally.

Two events occurring shortly before
Easter were seized upon by Kroushvan
to invite the mob to murderous violence.
One was the murder of a boy belonging
to the village of Doubboaary, situated be-
tween Kishineff and Odessa, by his rela-
tives for gain. The other was the suicide
of a girl at Hie Jewish Hospital of
Kishineff. The Bessarabyetz declared
them to be both ritual murders by the
Jews and summoned the Russian Cbris-

ians to punish the authors of the alleged
crimes.

WARNINGS WERE ALLUNHEEDED

The chief rabbi of Kishineff. fearing
the results of these appeals, hastened to
the Greek bishop and implored him to

calm the popular mind by giving an
episcopal assurance that no such ritual
was practiced. The bishop’s reply was
that he feared there was some Semitic
sect which really did indulge in the use
of Christian blood in the Paschal cere-
monies and he refused to intervene.

About the same time a body of represen-

tative Jews visited the Governor and warn-
ed him that Kroushvan’s incitations
would lead to murder unless restrained.
Gen. Von Raaben assured the deputa-
tion that precautions would be taken, but
no attempt was made to stop the appeals
of the Bessarabyetz to the popular anti-
Semitic hatred.

Chief of Police Ichanzko was also re-

quested to act in the interest of peace,
and curb the diatribes of the Bessara-
byetz. He replied that it would ’’serve

the Jews right if they were driven from
the city for encouraging the propaganda
of Socialism.”

The superstitious populace, seeing the
Jewish warnings unheeded, planned an at-

tack for the Easter holidays. Kishineff
Jews declare that Editor Kroushvan re-
ceived a message from St. Petersburg on
the eve of the outbreak to plan the riots.
A meeting was held and a plan of attack-
decided on. A few days previous a band
of strangers arrived at Kishineff, compris-
ing thirty Albanians and some Mace-

donians. They are believed to be bri-
gands brought especially for an attack on
the Jews.

STUDENTS ON WHEELS LED THE
MOBS.

The chief instigators of the riots were
Kroushvan and his deputy editor, Theo
Scberbani; Dr. Sinanmna, who is of

Greek origina; Dr. Gozylo; the Moldavian
engineer Balinski, who is secretary of the
Sanitary Bureau; Notoni Pisarzevsky,
Adam Boinsky, two sons of a prominent
merchant, named Sverov; two students,
Malae and Oubranovitz; two Odessa stu-

dents named Kroupansky; Captains

Neelevitz and Birman.
The actual leaders of the riots were stu-

dents and seminarists from the Royal
School and the city religious colleges.

All the statements made to me agree
that the seminarists directed the move-
ments of the mob on both days, disguised
as laborers and strangers. The rioters
comprised thirty bands, averaging fifty
each, with a seminarist on a bicycle di-
recting the attack. Some of the bands
were composed of the lower employes of
the various departments of the munici-
pality—the telegraph, post office and other
municipal offices, hut artisahns, laborers
and Moldavians from the suburbs formed

the greater body of the rioters, with the

Albanian strangers above mentioned.
These bands, with sticks and stones, hut

no firearms, attacked the Jewish quarters
at thirty different points simultaneously,
thus proving a deliberate plan of opera-
tion.

All the evidence that I have gathered
during the eight days of searching in-
quiry in Kishineff convinces ine that the?

outbreak was not a casual or accidental
uprising of a mob against the Jews, but
was a carefully planned attack by the
local anti-Semitic leaders, with the pas-

sive connivance of Chief of Police
Ichanzko and the active encouragement
of some of his officers. Von Ra a ben’s de-
plorable weakness in not employing his
military force to quell the riots during the

first day is responsible for the horrors of

that night and the massacres and the vio-
lations of women and girls on the second
day.

DOCUMENTS TO PROVE ALL THE
CHARGES.

The majority of the rioters were of
Moldavian origin. These Moldavians are
is numerous as the Jews in Kishineff and
constitute the most ignorant and brutal
element of the populace.

The rioting began with the looting of the
Jewish shops and the demolition of
houses. The mob, finding the military not
employed against them and the police wit-
nessing the attacks sympathetically—-
mdny of the police taking part and par-
ticipating in the looting—passed from mur-
der and massacre to the violation of
Jewish women and girls.

It is impossible in the space of this
telegram—which is the first possible to

send after my thorough investigation,
owing to Russian censorship—to give all
the facts and details in my possession. I

have two detailed statements, carefully
prepared by eyewitnesses of the scenes.
One is a copy of the indictment of the

luthors of the massacres, which has been
lodged with the Procureur; the other is a
special prepared statement by two Chris-
tian ladies, one Russian and one Russo-
French, who investigated a certain class
of outrages for my information. These

statements will be published in full later.
Here are a few instances that were in-
vestigated by myself of the worst crimes:

THE TRAGEDY OF THE FELD-
STEIN9.

The Feldstein family was one of the
most respectable in Kishineff. The mob
attacked their saloon on the corner of
Armenia street at noon on the first day,
Sunday, April 9. The police barracks are
300 yards away. The soldiers and police
patrolled the street during five hours of
the day. While that section of the mob
Jemolished the premises, the leader of the
nob found in the kitchen the meat for
the family’s dinner. He put it on a
stick, mounted to the roof of the saloon,
which is of one story, and, addressing the
mob, the police and the military in the
-treet, declared. ‘‘Here are the remains of
i Christian child found in the house of
the wealthy Jew*. Feldstein.”

The family was saved by a Russion em-
ploye of Feldstein and a humane gen-
darme from the fury of the mob, but the

saloon was utterly demolished and a wife
containing 23,000 roubles was robbed. On
completing the destruction of the place
the leader drank to the health of Editor
Kroushvan.

At No. 13 Asia street in the Bender
Rogatka quarter some of the worst out-
rages weer perpetrated. Twelve families,
ill Jewish workingmen and a few Al-
banians attacked the occupants of the
yard. The majority of the Jewish men
escaped, while the women and girls, num-
bering sixteen, concealed themselves in a
loft under the roof of a one-story house.
Four Jewish men tried to defend the
place from the murderers of their wives
and (laughters, and these facts are related
to me:
EVEN DEATH DID NQT END BRU-

TALITIES.
One Mottel Freenspon, a glazier, was

stunned by a blow from a bludgeon, and
the Albanians mutilated him while still
alive. They then choked a child, two
years old, and cut out its tongue while
alive. lam sending photographs of these
two bodies mutilated as described.

The other three men were killed and
then had feathers put on their faces and

fired. As an act of desecration of the
dead, two drunken women and one Mol-
davian and one Bulgarian trampled on the
body of Freenspon as it lay mutilated in
the yard. The mob then found its way to
the loft, where the Jewish women were
concealed, and continued their work of
slaughter, and worse. All this time the
police and soldiers were patrolling the
open space in front of the house where
these fiendish crimes were committed. I
saw blood spattered on the walls of the
rooms and yard, and picked up a child’s
school book on which some murhered had
wiped his hands.

At No. 33 Gostinna street, four men and
one woman were killed. Sixteen families
lived in this yard, all those of artisans.
The mob came the first day and demolish-
ed the windows and doors. It returned
the next day for massacre- Sixteen wo-
men and eight children were concealed in’
the loft. The first killed was'a boy of
sixteen, who begged piteously for life,
saying he had done no wrong, was a schol-
ar of the Stato school and wanted to live.
His father at the other end of the yard
heard the boy’s cries, but could not save
his life. His boy was stunned and left
for dead. As at the house in Asia street,
the women and girls who had concealed
themselves in the loft were discovered and
violated by the mob. One married wo-
man escaped through the roof, leaped to
the ground, ran to the nearest police sta-
tion and implored help from the officer,
but the girls in the loft were driven out
by the officer, who said the Jews were
only receiving what they deserved. One
married woman was bludgeoned to death
in this house.
CRY OF A OH’LD BROUGHT ON A

SCENE OF HONOR.
The scene of the most diabolical crimes

ind violations committed by the mob was

ihe Ektlanska Rogatka suburb. SO per

cent of the population of which are Mol-
davians, the Jews forming the remainder.
This is the residence of the poorer class
of the workers of both races. The mob
broke into the yard on the evening of the
second day, Monday, April 10. Twenty-
five persons, mostly women and children,
hid themselves in a shed. The houses in
the yard were demolished and the mob
was going away when the cry of a child
in the shod indicated the place of con-
cealment of the women. The shed was in-
stantly attacked by Moldavians, led by a
father and son, who were neighbors of the
Jews. Grallspoon, the owner of the shed,
was killed, together with four other ar-
tisans, who were defending the place, and
one woman, the wife of the owner, was
murdered after violation. The mob also
found a pretty girl, named Jeya Wouller,
aged thirteen, and her fate is so awful
that I can only state that when the girl
had actually been torn in two a dozen
Moldavians fought for her body like fam-
ished wolves after life was extinct. Death
was more merciful than the fiends who
did this devilish deed of unspeakable in-
famy.

The sister of Jeya Wouller, whose
brother died trying to defend the wo-
men and children, assured me that the

Moldavian leader and his son, who led
the mob in this district, are walking
about free at this moment. Three broth-
ers named Ischekan are implicated in sev-
eral of the murders; Wasil Dobry, a ear
driver, and his two sons took part in four
murders and general looting, but none of

hese men were arrested. The Jews killed
by the Dobrys were: Eydel Drochman, one
Oalantor, one Kantor and a boy named
Baronovitch-
THE CHIEF OF POLICE RIDES

COOLY ALONG.
During the worst stages of the riot the

chief police officer, Ichanzko, drove
through the city smoking a cigarette. At
one period of the disturbance on the first
day the Jews of New Borgar organized a
body of 130 to defend themselves, but
Police Officer Dobroselsky, on finding
them able to drive the mob away, arrested
several of the defenders and broke up the
body.

Among the prominent looters of the
Jew's’ shops was the soldier servant of
Military Surgeon Stoinoff, and a son of
a murdered woman, Keyla Kronz, de-
clares that among those who violated and
killed his mother were four common sol-
dier’s.

Joseph Newman testifies that liis fath-
er was killed in the presence pf Police-
man Stepanovitch.

A Christian Russian says that he heard
the Students Kroupensky from Odessa
shout to the mob. “Kill the Jews!”

The manager of the municipal office was
declared to be an active director of the
mob. showing where the Jews lived and
shouting, ‘‘Kill the Jew's!”

ONE HUMANE HERO DESERVING
OF MENTION.

Many police officers did their duty and
saved many lives in the Jewish districts.
Among these was Officer Sloutschevsky;
of Bender Rogatka, who, with twelve
men, drove the mob away. They went
then to Asia street, where Officer As-
sofsky was patrolling, and he allowed
them to commit the murders described.
Many artillery officers humanely saved
several Jewish women.

On the morning of the first day’s out-
break large crosses were chalked, on tne

houses of the Christians living in the
ghetto, and none of these? was injured.
Ikons (images) were shown at the win-
dow's of other houses and indicated places
not to be injured. During the progress
of the first day’s outrages the Bishop of
Kishineff. while on his way to a dinner
with a rich noble, passed in his carriage
through the mob, giving his blessing to
the crowd. Upon hearing this I refused
to believe it possible and resolved to in-
terview' the nobleman, who is Michael
Micolavitch Kroupensky. He received me
courteously and said:

“Bishops in Russia always give their
blessing to people when passing through
the streets. This instance was an acci-
dental coincidence. The bishop is a hu-
mane man.”

So that the fact remains that the bishop
did pass through the mob on his way to
dinner and uttered no word to persuade
the mob to stop its murder and pillage.

POLITICAL SUBSTITUTE TO COVER
UP CRIME.

The Jews are convinced from every evi-
dence that the outbreak was a plan of
the local anti-Semitic leaders to punish
and terrorize the Jews for their supposed
propaganda of socialism in conjunction
with the leaders of the Socialists of West-
ern Europe. The fanaticism and supersti-
tion of the Moldavian and Russian mob
were then excited by the fabricated stories
of Jewish ritualistic murders of Christian
children to cover the organized political
plot against the loeal Socialist movement.
I was informed by Nobleman Kroupen-
sky that on the day following the riots,
thirty young Jews were arrested and five
of them possessed pamphlets appealing to
the working men of Russia to demand a
constitutional government like that of
England. The heads of the municipal de-
partment, the police officers and others
connived at the attack in order to crush
the alleged Jewish Socialist propaganda
and the artisans and laborers of Kishineff
were appealed to by the Bessarabyetz to
drive out the Jew* workers, who labor for
low' wages.

No evidence was adduced for me to im-
plicate the Government at St. Petersburg
in a responsibility for the outbreak which
has covered Russian’s name with shame,
but Minister Von Flelive must have
known the outbreak was contemplated,
but. thinking the affair would not cul-
minate in massacres, took no steps to
meet the emergency until too late. The
present Vice-Governor of Bessarabia and
Councillor of State Von Oustragopf is !V

notorious anti-Semite. This fact, coupled
with the threats of the police and the
murderers at large that the next attack
will he a Saint Bartholomew for the Jews
ot Kishineff. explains the flight of nearly
all the Jewish leaders and wealthy mem-
bers of the race from the city, leaving
only the poor victims apprehending a re-
newed attack.
DAVITT PROPOSES A PLAN OF

PRESERVATION.
The military measures to preserve order

were adequate when T left Kishineff on
Friday morning, but if these are relaxed
no protection remains for Ihe terrorized
men. women and children against further,
violence. The journal edited by Kroush-
van is still circulating and. while more
restrained, is keeping alive the racial ani-
mosity against the defenceless Jew's. I
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moves all impurities from
the system. Fifty cents a
bottle at all drug stores.

Mozley’s Lemon Hot Drops
immediately cures coughs,
colds, sore throat and bron-
chitis. 25 cents a bottle.

Mozley’s
Lemon Hot Drops

For LaGrippe and Influenza
use CHENEY’S tXPECTO-
RANT,

THE NEWS AND OBSERVER, SUNDAY MORNING, JUNE 7, 1903.

would urge the following measures to
ifford them some protection:

First, that the Government at St. Pe-

tersburg, issue a ukase declaring there is

no truth in the horrible fiction of Jewish
ritual murders of Christian children;

second, that the bishops and clergymen
of all towns and villages be compelled to
read the same from their pulpits, thereby

stopping the circulation ot these atrocious
legends u'ithin the borders of Russia;
third, that ii conference of the leading
Jew's of Western Europe be held without
delay, to consider the best means to solve
the problem of the Russian Jew and how

best to help the Jews of the Pale to pro-
tect themselves under the exi-ting Rus-

sian laws.
Unless some action of this nature is tak-

en soon, more outrages will follow. I
found the feeling in the larger cities,
where the Jews are strong, very excited
md apprehensive. In one city the Jews
have purchased 9,000 revolvers to protect
ihemslves. There is a constant panic in
Kieff, from which most of the wealthy
Jews have fled to Cracow, while Jewish
refugees from Kishineff were refused
shelter on their arrival at by the
terrified Jews of that city.

In Warsaw I found more confidence
than elsewhere, as in Warsaw* the Social-
ists, being strong, have promised to aid
the Jews if attacked.

In the rural villages throughout the
Pale the police and peasants are told by
the Anti-Semites that the Czar has issued
in order to kill all the Jews or drive them
from Russia.

I asked the Mayor -of Kishineff. Karl
Smidt, “Are you in favor of solving the
problem of the Jeyvish question in Russia
by means of emigration to Palestine, pro-
moted and undertaken by the European
powers?”

“As the Mayor of Kishineff,” he re-
plied. “I must gay our city would he
ruined if the Jews left it; but if I were a
Jew* I confess I would leave Russia.”

MICAEL DAVITT.
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