
THE EXCITING PLEASURES
OF BANKER PONY PENNING

A Day on the Core Banks. How the Ponies are Trap-

ped, Shipped and Broken for

Service.
4

(By C. J. Rivcnbarl;.)

Down eastward on the Carteret coast,
bn Core banks, is the homo of the Banker
Pony. Nowhere else in the world
is this diminutive species of the horse
known to exist in a wild state. In the
primitive days oi' the red man on these
shores, in 1555, Greenville direct from

Isabella, landed and turned loose to graze
upon the marsh grass their ancestry which
he had purchased at Isabella. The horse

* then was a thorough bred of large frame
and splendid proportions. Left to the
care of the Croatan Indian, rather to
“paddle his own canoe,” the horse with
the passing years and life incident to
his foraging ’neath no shelter save the

ccarse grass of the marsh, exposed to heat
and cold, to rain and shine, diminished
in size and became the pony. For more
than a century he has been a pony and
with his present habits lie will remain
the pony with all his peculiar character-
istics. Natives finding him on his native
heath and thinking to make him service-
abel, sought his capture. Futile were
the efforts at his capture till the idea of
driving him in a pen was conceived. The
building of the pen was the work oi days.
On the banks were no trees or saplings,
and the mainland was visited where sap-
lings were soon felled in sufficient quan-
tity. These were taken to the banks and
•work on the crude “pen” was begun.
Once the “pen” was completed the ef-
fort at penning was on- At first the num-
ber of “beaters” was too limited and

likewise the number of “headers.” Fre-
quently even on the narrow r banks of a
half mile in width the ponies would with
a mad plunge slip back past the “beater”
or rush through the edge of the surf
around the “headers” and disappointment
was the experience of daily effort at pen-
ning. Nothing daunted the sturdy “coast-
er” increased his crowd and finally the
herd were driven into the “pen,” and af-
ter contest* of great excitement and
danger a capture was effected. On the
principle “to the victor belongs the spoils”
the pony of the “banks” became the prop-
erty! of his captor. Certain of his catch
he “boated” to the main land where once
broken and trained to eat he proved a
Useful little animal in swiftness, in
strength, in long life and hardiness. Oth-
ers of the captured were marked or
branded and turned loose to graze and in-
crease. The “pennings” soon became an-
niversary occasions and remain so till
this day. In fact, in the spring and sum-
mer time of late years, & number of
pennings are held during the season. As
a result of these pennings and advertise-
ment of them, the banker pony is to be
seen throughout the State and the States
to the north and south. Visitors from a
distance take in the pennings and purchase
one or more ot the ponies and take them
home and break and use them. Previous
to May 20th. the writer had never at-
tended one of these “pennings.” On a
visit at the time to the Carteret coast
he decided the visit would not be com-

plete without the spectacle of a pony pen-

waiting the arrival of the ponies. The
number of visitors wa * about 350, mostly
“Coasters.” To meet \nd talk with these
was pleasant. They ore a sturdy, hos-
pitable people given -o the life of the
fisherman. They have a pronunciation not
unlike the New Englander. They attend
to their own business, are not. meddle-
some and will fight at the drop of the*

hat, and many of them slightly ruffled
willpush the hat to make it drop. The
arrival of ponies being delayed, I con-
ceived the idea of securing the names of
all present who wex- e heads of families
and 21 years of age and over. They were:

FROM ATLANTIC.
Stephen Mason. A. M. Fulcher, Thomas

E. Roberts, D. S. Nelson, George W.
Stvron, Elmer Mason, Henry Morris, J.
W. Mason, Howard Mason, D. W. Mason,
Jno. E. Willis, Willie Macon, John A. Hill
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THE RUSH INTO PEN.

ning. So, a party consisting of himself,
Sheriff S. P. Hancock, J. S. W. Helen, L.
iW. Hassell and R. E. Coker, of Beaufort;
BaK'id W. Grainger, of Camden, New Jer-
sey; F. W. Jackson, of Cincinnati, Ohio;
and Fred A. Olds, of Raleigh, boarded a
sharpie at Beaufort at 12:30 a. m., the
morning of May the 20th, and started on
the trip down Core Sound to hunting
quarters, thirty miles distant. The wind
¦was fair and the trip was made in a jiffy.
En route the party provided with quilts
slept comfortably. Bright and early lunch
.was spread aboard ship and our appetite,
sharpened by the salt sea at-
mosphere, hard to appease, was finally
satisfied. Reaching a point in the
Bound opposite the “pen” about a couple
of hundred yards off shore, anchor
was cast and to get ashore was the
enxious thought. Lining the shallow wa-
ter near the shore were already a number
of smaller oraft. Hailing one of these
our party was taken within an hun-
dred yards of the pen, which was quite
near the water’s edge, and then one. at
ft time Mr. Hassell and a darkey named
Jim Barry took us ashore. Mr. Grainger
being the heaviest as well as the best
looking man of the party, was accorded
first honors. As he mounted Mr. Hassell
l>nd the start was made, the writer took
ft snap shot at the mode of landing, which
is primitive even in this day.

Once ashore we ran the beach to old
ocean's tread. At this point the beach
is almost flat and when the surf breaks
the waters spread to a great distance.
The day was an ideal one. The sun shone
forth in splendor. A gentle breeze played

„
fiver space and the whole day was
one of pleasure spent in part watching
huge breakers chase one another, chas-
ing sandfiddlers, talking to natives and

W. R. Mason, Willis A. Currier, Melvin
Morris, Ardell Hill, Mason Robinson, J.
M. Robinson, J I* Morris, J. W. Hamil-
ton, Mason Nelson, Joe Nelson, Uriah
Nelson, W. T. Mason, James Mason
(aged 84); Robert Pigott. Stephen Styron,

Alvin T. Mason, Willie Smith, George

Hill, Edward Salter, W. H. Fulcher, J.
W. Fulcher, W. Fulcher, Kilby Mason,
Seikill Salter, M. Hill, C. D. Willis, Alvin
Mason, Sam Ro>e, Dennis Mason, J. W.
Mason, Jr., D. W. Robinson.

FROM WITT.
John B. Styron, Thomas Chadwick, Wm-

J. Gillikin, Elmer Lupton, Howard Ful-
cher, J. W. Rose, Wallace G. Styron, John
Styron, W. Lewis, M. J. Robinson, S. J.
Styo.n, J. B. Robinson, Mitchell Hamil-
ton, Almond Hamilton, Kilby Salter.
Ernest Salter, W. Fulcher, Wm. R.
Rose, Wm- Salter, Freeman Lewis.

FROM SMITHFIELD.
W. G. Coltrane.

FROM DAVIS.
Albert Murphy, O. F. Davis.

FROM PAMLICO.
George Hamilton. J. R. King. Theodore

Harper, W. S. Rose, Alex B. Curtis.
FROM OTTOWAY.

Eugene Gillikin, G- T. Gillikin, Amos W.
Lawrence, W. H. Lawrence, Wm. R. Law-
rence, J. B. Lawrence, D. Gillikin, Belcher
Gillikin.

FROM STACEY.
R. S. Fulcher, J. W. Willis, W. A.

Salter, E Fulcher, Ambrose Pittman,
Willis Mason. L. W. Mason, W. L.
Daniels, Wm. Fulcher, John A. Gaskill,
E. W. Willis, E. L. Fulcher, George H.
Fulcher, John Fulcher. P. D. ly’wis, J.
W. Mason, Sr., Valentine . Robinson,
Wash. Salter, Joseph P. Gaskill, Mason

Gaskill, Edward Fulcher, Thomas Daniels,
Leonard Robinson. D. E. A. Fulcher,
Francis Mason, Mack Salter, Lorain Ma-
son, Alonzo Lewis.

FROM RALEIGH.
W. A. Nixon, C. L. Woodall, F. A. Olds-

FROM PORTSMOUTH, N. C.
David Salter, George H. Willis, Albert

Roberts.
FROM BLACKSTONE, VA.

R. D. Mabcn, J. Landon Hawthorne.
FROM SURRY.

J. D. Elliott, F. M. Emott, J. T. Emott.
FROM BALTIMORE, MD.

M. L. Krome.
FROM BEAUFORT.

S. I’. Hancock, R. E. Coker, M. Helkm,
J. S- W. Allen, L. W. Hassell.

FROM MOREHEAD CITY.
Stacey Wade.

FROM LUPTON.
J. R. Emory, Joseph J. Lupton, R. L.

Daniels, F. M. Lupton, Jonn Lupton, Wal-
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HALTERING A STALLION AFTER A DESPERATE FIGHT.

ter Goodwin, Daniel J- Styron, Silas Lup-
ton, J. A. Lupton, Christopher W. Lup-
ton, Willis Gillikin.

FROM BATH.
Wharton Butler.

FROM STONEWALL.
L. L. Day. C. A. Riddett.

FROM HOBOKEN.
A. Daniels.

FROM MARSHALLBURG-
Samuel C. Davis, M. J. Lewis, A. L.

Guthries, M. T. Murphy.

FROM STRAITS.
11. S. Baker.

FROM SMYRNA.
J. T. Salter.

FROM ROE.
James O. Daniels.
About noon in the distance to the west-

ward on the beach where spreading surf
water plays, a number of
ponies in single file were seen.
They were permitted to pass on to
meet the heard from the east. In the
ditsance to the eastward was a herd of
cattle, these driven by “cattle beaters”
who hoped to take advantage of the pen
ning to capture their horny beasts which
came ahead with a rush and the ponies
fleet of foot led the chase
These were 15 in number and made their
escape along with the cattle. About 1
p. m. a black line darkened the beach to
the eastward, and the cry went forth,
“There they come." 'Tvvas a picture beau-
tiful to behold as the ponies leisurely
tramped our way.’ As they neared a point
opposite the “pen” the “liners” hastened
out and a line of men reaching from the
pen to the restless waters of the sea formed
and as the wild pony of the banks ap-
proached he came to a halt. On came
the beaters. Mhe pony i**the mean time
began to bunch and in bunching got nearer
the pen. To the east they formed a
line. This done the “beaters” forced
ahead and the stampede to the pen was
on. Excitement was now at fever heat.
Those of us at the pen gazed with awe at

DR. D. W. GRAINGER,
Os Camden, N. J., Being Taken From

Boat to Beach.

the spectacle to the south of us. The
Banker Ponies seemed to realize their
hemmed in preaicament and they lunged
from one side of the breast of the '‘liner ’
to the other to he met with shout after
shout and frantic movement ol' hand and
arm. Every movement brought hem
nearer the “pen.” When within 50 yard;
they bunched to a dead halt for a mo-
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meni, and then rushed through the wide
open ’gate into the pen.

Once in the pen interest intensified. To
be caught and haltered was the problem.
The pen about 100 feet square was a jam
with sleek and shaggy horseflesh. There
Mere 250 ponies in the pen. In the herd
were mares 20 years of age, some of
tljese had seen service on the main-land
and had been loosed for breeding pur-
poses. Again was to be seen the sleek,
short groomed, vicious stallion and the
shaggy colt given birth since the penning
of the previous spring time. Those last
Avcre first caught and taken out. If he
Mas more than a “yearling” and unbrand-
ed, according to custom he became the
property of the catcher. If he was less
than a “yearling” his oAvnership was de-
termined by the mare he Avas prone to
folloAv- He then Avas taken asido, thrown
and held to the ground and red hot iron
applied to his hind or forequarters and
branded in the brand of the owner of its
mother. The mares and colts not for
sale having been taken from the “pen”
the catch of others followed. It Avas

great sport. As a native recognized his
brand he sought to catch and halter his
pony and the chase and fight was on. The
contest AA-as furious, dangerous. The

coward had no hand in the fray. Once
seen the catcher closed his eyes to all dan-
ger and sought the Avind of his proy and
the fun began. As leap after leap and
plunge after plunge was beheld the light
for the mastery avhh awfully exciting.
One moment it seemed as if the catcher
had gained the victory, then lie was dash-
ed or thrown beneath Avild, furious
horses’ hoofs. It looked as though
a lifeless human form, bruised
beyond recognition and bleeding
from great gashes Avould be the after-
math, but not so. Presently a sturdy
fisherman Avould arise from the scramble
and as others lushed to his aid the frantic
beast would be mastered and haltered.

Present were a. few buyers from a
dntance, but only abotit 20 ponies charg-
ed oAvnership, the natives not being anxi-
ous to part with their pony horseflesh.
Fony after pony Avas turned loose and
given his freedom of the bank ranges. Os
our party Sheriff Hancock purchased two
mares and two stallions. These Avcre

beautiful animals. The four brought SMO.
Prices asked ranged from S2O-00 to $50.00
per head.

Taking the purchased pony home is in-
teresting. The two stallions purchased
by Sheriff Hancock were vicious and
plucky. They Avere hard to conquer. Af-
ter being caught and haltered the drive
to the Avater and through the Avater to
the boat was exciting. Frequently the
little animal Mould rear, leap, plunge and
paw to break the halter in his effort at
freedom. To approach near him
Mas at the risk of one’s life. He
could assert himself Avith great force and
lightning-like rapidity. Finally, when the
coax and drive through the Avater to

the boat was made, in a frantic effort to
obtain freedom Irom his captors, de-
liberate suicide was attempted. By heroic
effort on the part of several of our party
purposed* death on the part of the ponies
Mas averted and the four safely hoisted
in the sharpie and taken to Beaufort.
Getting aboard ship is simple but also of
interest. A windlass is provided. A
sheet of stout canvas is brought under
the belly of the pony and around the
body and across the back. At the top
of this canvas or at either end of the

canvas is a ring. To these rings is caught
a hook and the hoisting process begins.
When above -he brow of the boat a
swing is made and the pony is let doAvn
into the* hold- That is all. The
hour of 3 o’clock p. m. has arrived, ex-
citement over appetite asserts itself, and
lunch spread, and sail hoisted, the satis-
fying of the inner man is begun and the
sail back to Beaufort, our starting point,
is begun. On the return trip the wind is
not “fair,” it is “head on.” The spray is
beautiful and A\-etting. Much “tacking” is
necessary. The straights passed the
Sound is again entered. The night is
dark. As the Inlet is reached the sea
grows heavier. Col. Grainger and (he

writer sit astern and sing stirring revival
songs. Others of the party snooze away
in the cabin. The songsters implore boat-
men to stem the Inlet. As Beaufort is ap-
proached, the nerves of these gives way
and the creek, the nearer and safer May, is
entered. It is 9 o'clock p. m. Beaufort
is but 3 miles distant and we are about to

run aground. Flood tide is awaited.
Flood tide comes and at 2 o’clock on the
morning of tho 21st of May avo pro agiin
at Beaufort, happy indeed and in truth
at our safe return, AA'ithal rejoicing over
the day’s experience. A pony penning is
worth Avhile. Try it.

C. J. RIVENBARK.

FREE
AN OLD RELIABLE CURE FOR

Blood Poison,Cancer
Eating Sores, Ulcers, Etc.

Contagious bloed poison or deadigr cau
cer are the worst and most deep-seated
blood diseases on earth, yet the easiest
to cure when Botanic Blood Balm Is
used. If you have blood poison produc
ing ulcers, bene pains, pimples, mucous
patches, falling hair, itching skin, aero
fula, old rheumatism or offensive form
of catarrh, scabs and scales, deadly can
cer, eating, bleeding, festering sores
swellings, lumps, persistent wart or sore
take Botanic Bloed Blain (E. U. B.) It will
cure even the worst case after every-
thing else falls. Botanic Blood Balm
(B. B. B.) drains the poison sut of the
system, then every sore bealß, making
the blood pure and rich *nd building up
the broken down body. B- B. B. thor-
oughly tested for 30 years. Sold at mos*
drug stores, or by express prepaid gl
per large bottle. Sufferers may test
B. B. 8.. a trial treatment sent free by
writing Bloed Balm Co., 109 Mitchell St.,
Atlanta, Ga. Describe trouble and free
medical advice given until cured. Costs
nothing to try B. B. 8., as medicine Is sent
prepaid. Botanic Blood Balm does not
contain mineral poisons or mercury (as
so many advertised remedies do), hut Is
composed es Pure Botanic Ingredients.
The proprietors of this paper know that
B. B. B. Is an old Southern Blood cur*
that has cured thousands of obstlnau
cases of Bad Bloods. Over 3,000 volun-
tary testimonials es cure by taking Bo
tanic Blood Bakn.

PATENTS —PROTECT YOUR IDEAS;
no allowance, no tec; consultation free.
Established 1884. Milo B. Stevens &

Co , 979 14th street, 'Washington-
-3-22-8t sun.

HOTELS AND RESORTS. HOTELS AND RESORTS. HOTELS AND RESORTS.
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Harris Lithia Springs
Hotel

LAURENS COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
2 Miles From Cross Hill, S. A. L. Ry.

2 Miles from Waterloo, C & W. C. Ry.

Conveyances Meet Ail Trains

Hotel Has All Modern Conveniences
Celebrated Harris Lithia Water Free to Guests

Under Management of Owners

Open June Ist

Address

F. W. SCOFIELD, . . . Manager
HARRIS SPRINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA

For Health and Pleasure Go to

CLEVELAND SPRINGS
Located two miles East of Shelby, N. C., on Seaboard Air Line and Southern Rail-
roads.
CHARMING CUISINE, REASONABLE RATES, SUPERB SERVICE. RENO-

VATED ROOMS-
Elevation 1,000 feet. In the Piedmont section, and in sight of the mountains.

Our thirteen Springs in close proximity to our four-story hotel and cattages with
ninety-five rooms, are nature’s medicine and health restorer, and thousands have
been benefited. Our Sulphur Springs have stood the test of more than half a cen-

tury. Come to Cleveland. Address.

LEE $ MILLER, Shelby, N. C.
The North Carolina Hot Springs

The Mountain Park Hotel Hot Springs, N. C.
Strictly modern Hotel, beautiful and spacious park, natural Hot Mineral Waters

and Baths, riding, 4 golf, tennis, billiards, pool, bowling. Fine ball-room, delight-

ful orchestra, dancing and all out door and in-door amusements. Large assembly
and card room added since last season, and other pleasant changes. Conservative
rates. Write for illustrated and descriptive Booklet.

MOUNTAIN PARK HOTEL CO.

HOTFI WHFFT FR He
—

EEvr A. T T m*4A.V. P Xn the lap of the Blue Ridge
Country offers advantages as a resort Hotel, second to none in the Stale.

First-class orchestra. Service first-class. Location beautiful. Oak Grove of twen-
ty-five acres. Broad sweep over-lookiug Mountain to Westward.

S. F. WHEELER, Proprietor.

HOTEL MONTREAT

Near Asheville, N. C. Modern. Elevation
3,000 feet. Open all seasons. Two miles

from depot. For Booklet and Rates ad-

dress W. D. Paxton. Montreat. N. C.

The /lecklenburgr
Why do you take & vacation? To

rest, or to work harder than yoti
do at home? Ifthe former, and you
want real rest and health giving
Chloride Calcium and Lithia water
to drink, balmy breezes from the
plney woods to breathe Into your
lungs, and a beautiful new hotel
and sanatorium, with all modern
conveniences, to enjoy while you
are resting, send for a booklet and
let us show you what we have. No
malaria, no hay fever, historic sur-
roundings,oneof the finest hotels in
the South. Special Summer rates,
ad.TheMeoklenburg, Chase City,V*.

Hotel Grace, Clarksville, va.
Will make special rates from June Ist to
parties seeking Health, Rest and Pleas-
ure. Magee’s Chlorinated Lithia. Water
free to all guests. Good boating, fine
drives, etc. An ideal spot to spend the
summer.

For terms, etc., address
11. H. EASLEY, Propr.,

Clarksville, Va.

The National Life Insurance Co.
OF MONTPELIER, VERMONT.

Organized 1850, now doing business in 35 States.

January Ist, 1903.
Surplus, - -- -- -- -- $2,584,763,
----- $6,005,046.

MKfcnulH. New Insurance, ------ $21,094,122.
Assets, --------- $25,335*030
Insurance in Force, ----- $118,301,698

The most approved contracts of Life, Endowment
POLICIES. Term and Annuity insurance.

It guarantees Non-forfeiture. Extended Insur-
ance, Cash Values, Loan Values and Paid-up Insur-

NON-FORFEITURE. ance values are endorsed on every policy, making the
best arranged insurance on the market.

The National enjoys the confidence and patron-
age of the insuring public. During the past ten

POPIII ARITY years it has progressively gained $59,623,345 or 102
1j1 \iii. p er cen £ jn insurance, $ 1 6,572,076 or 189 per cent in

assets, $1,585,826 or 158 per cent in surplus:
It willpay you to investigate this company, ifyou are uninsured, ifyou wish to in-

crease yous iasurance, or ifyou have friends who are ready for insurance.
Liberal contadcts to men who are willing to work.

JNO. A. SHEETS, Manger, Raleigh, N. C.
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: vST. MARY’S SCHOOL.—— J
| RALEICH, N.C.

;' The Sixty-first Annual Session begins September lfth. flu Beater 11

\¦, Term begins January £Bth. \ \
¦» it. Mary’s School offers lastructlon in the following department a: The < •

| Preparatory School, ths College, tbs Art School, ths Musical School, the ' 1‘

Business School.
» Thero ore two hundred and forty-eight student*, representing nine die- • >
> esses Faculty of twenty-five. Much of the equipment Is new; eight new ' 1
, pianos bought this year. \ j
* St. Mary’s Kindergarten to le eated In the center as ths eltty under Miss • >

T,nuia« T. Bushes’s charge. t
< f

r.f Catalogue, address. REV. T. D. BRATTON, D. D. ;[
I (,

J. M. PACE.
¦-DUIOnt IN—-

MULES *>» HORSES
I have Just received a ear lead of extra

good mule* and horses. Always a good
•apply on hand.

J. M. PACE,
1U —lt Kirill it, KALiion. N. a
We are always pleased U see sen

frleads.

14


