
John Wesley’s Wit and Humor.
(N. C. Christian Advocate.)

With John Wesley the grave we are ali
familiar; not all of us are equally familiar
with John Wesley the gay. Gravity and
gayety were mingled in his character in
wise and helpful proportions. Pew men
of 1 is century prayed more than he, no
roan worked longer nor harder than he did.
We know a much honored Methodist doc-
tor of divinity who once tried to imitate
his ideal, John Wesley. Though of nearly
twice the avoirdupois, and blessed with
perfect health he almost died in the at-
tempt to work as many hours in the day
as Wesley did. Divine grace did very
much for John Wesley; a natural gayety of
disposition, increased by wise cultivation
became a good field for the operation of
the grace of sweetness to work in. Moore
and Whitehead, both of whom were most

intimate friends, as well as his biographer,-,
and legatees, say: ‘‘Mr. Wesley’s natural
temper in his youth was gay and sprightly,
with a turn for wit and humor.” 3oth
gave the following illustration: In the
summer of 1724, when John was at Oxford,
and in his twenty-first year, his brother
Samuel of Westminster School, had brok-
en his leg. He wrote the news to John,

and asked for some verses as specimens of
his turning the ancient classics into Eng-
lish. He sent him a letter and some hu-
morous verses, we suppose to cheer 'him
up. The letter is dated June 17, 1724. In

it he 9ays:

“I believe I need not use any arguments
to show I am sorry for your misfortune,
though at the same time I am glad you
are in a fairway to recovery. If I had
hoard of it from any one else I might pro-

bably have pleased you with some imperti-
nent consolations, but the way of your re-

lating it as a sufficient proof that they are
what you don’t stand in need of. And, in-
deed if I understand you rightly, you

have more reason to thank God that you

did not break both, than to repine be-
cause you have broken one leg- You have
undoubtedly heard the story of the Dutch-
seaman who. having broken one of his
legs by a fall from the mainmast, instead
of consoling himself thanked God that he
had not broke his neck.”

The subject of the humorous poem ap-
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pended is: “Cloe’s Favorite Flea.” It
has six stanzas; we give 1,3, 4 and 5:

FROM THE LATIN.
‘‘As over fair Cloe’s rosy cheek

Careless a little vagrant pass’d
With artful hand around his neck

A slender chain the virgin cast.

‘‘Pleased at his chains, with nimble steps
lie o'er her snowy bosom Rtray’d;
Now on the panting breast he leaps,

Now hides between his little head.
‘"Leaving at length his old abode.

He found, by thirst or fortune led.
Her swelling lips that brighter glow’d

Than loses in their native bed.

*

Cloe, Jrour artful hands undo,
Nor for your captive’s safety fear;

No artful hands are needful now
To keep the willing vagrant here.”

We are indebted to Whitehead for this
specimen. Moore objected to its publica-
tion. Nightingale gave it as a specimen

Wesley’s early poetry, but after-
ward did public penance in the magazine
for reproducing these lines of our founder.
They are pre-Methodistic, we allow, but
do they not show us the gift wh : eh was
afterward used to better purpose? They
helped to show us the real Wesley of this
pianet, as well as of the skies. ! ike
Charles H. Spurgeon, the greatest or’ the
evangelistic preachers of the nineteenth
century, John Wesley of the eighteenth
used this divine gift of harmless mirth to
good purpose. Mr. Babcock, a fellow stu-
dent at Oxford, gives us a flash-light pic-
ture of John Wesley at twenty-one, by
saying he was ‘‘the very sensible and
acute collegian, baffling every man by the
subtleties of his logic, and laughing at
them for being so easily routed, a young
fellow of the finest classical taste, of the
most liberal and manly sentiments.”

There was so namby-pamby ism about
John Wesley at twenty-one nor aft-w age.
His one hundred and twenty-one pounds
was little, but it was all man. He became
‘‘a divine” by courtesy, but he never
ceased to be a manly man. He “put off
the old man,’’*etc., ,but he did not then,
nor afterward, ever “put on the old avo-
mnn,” ns it has been thought some of
his sons in the Gospel later did. Methodists
have always admired manly ministers. But
it is of his wit and humor we set out to
write. He was not a vinegar-f&ced

Christian; his was not “sour godliness.”
Alexander Knox, who knew' him well,
whites: “His countenance as weil as con-
versation expressed an habitual gnyety of
head, which nothing but conscious virtue
and innocence could have bestowed. He
wjis, in truth, the most perfect specimen
of mcial happiness which 1 ever saw; and
my acquaintance with him has done more
to teach me what a heaven upon earth is
implied in the maturity of Christian piety
than all I Imve elsewhere seen or heard or

read, except in the sacred volume.’* Knox
also speaks of his sportive sallies of inno-
cent mi’lh, which delighted the young
and (Mless.” Wesley had a preach-
er, and able, but morbid,
ThomasHvalsh. who once said to him:
•‘Among the three or four persons that
tempted me to levity, you, sir, are one by
yeur witty proverbs.” The eloquent Pun-
s'.on well characterized this excellency of
Wesley, saying: ‘‘These instances of a
nit which ever played across the clear sky
of Wesley’s life are like summer light-
ning, having no fork to wound, and only
seen in the still evening, when the labors
of the day were done.”

The marvelous Journals abound in In-
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stances of his humor. From June 13th to
June 29, 1775, we find a record of what
was feared to be his mortal sickness. So
grave was the case that Bradford, his com-
panion, wrote to Charles Wesley. Charles
sen* instruction for after his decease (see

Journals). Right in the midst of all this
weakness, when memory, '’strength and
well nigh understanding” failed the sight

of Miss Gayer on one pride of his supposed
dying bed, and looking at her mother on
the other, strikes him as being comical as
“She sat like Patience on a monument,
smiling at grief.”

December 2, 1784, he is preaching at
Dudhngton, and says: “I wondered t tat I

saw- nothing here of a young clergyman
who last year professed much esteem;
but I soon heard that his eyes were opened
to see the decrees. So he knows me no
more.”

Tuesday, July 13. 1784, a somewhat
comical entry reads:

I went to Burnley, a place which had
been tried for many years, but without es-
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sect. It seems the time was now come
High and low, rich and poor now flocked
together from all quarters; all were eag
to hear except one man who was the town-
crier. He began to bawl amain; his wif e
ran to him and literally stopped his nose;
she seized him with one hand and clapped
‘he other over his mouth, so that he ebuld
not get out one word. God then began
a work which, I am persuaded, will not
soon come to an end.

She was not the only woman helped in
the Gospel during and since Wesley’s day.

The entry for Thursday May 20, 1742, is
an amusing one and just to this point:

The next afternoon I stopped a liith at
Newport-Pagnell, and then rode on till I
overtook a serious man, with whom I im-
mediately fell into conversation. He pres-
ently gave me to know what his opinions
were; therefore I said nothing to contra-
dict them. But that did not content him;
he was quite uneasy to know whether I
held the doctrine of the decrees as he 'lid:
but I told him over and over. “We had
better keep to practical things, lest we
should be angry at one another.” Ard so
we did for two miles, till he caught me
unawares and dragged me into the dispute
before I knew where I Was. He then grew
warmer and warmer; told me I was rotten
at heart, and supposed I was one of John

Wesley’s followers. I told him, ‘‘No, I
am John Wesley himself.” Upon which,
“a-< one that has unawares trodden upon a
snake,” he would gladly have run av.ay
outright. But, being the better mounted
of the two, 1 kept close to his side and
endeavored to show- him his heart till we
came into the streets of Northampton.

How much we would like to have seen
Wesley chasing him, and enjoying the fun
of pelting him with his unanswered argu-
ments.

Busy pastors who are troubled with
evankified callers may find encouragement
and wisdom in the entry for Wednesday.
'Novemtxy- 3, 1742:

Two of these who were prophets desired
to speak with me- They told me they
were sent from God with a message to me;
which was that vei-v shortly I should be
horn’d again. One of them added they
would stay in the house till it was done,

unless I turned them out. I answered
gravely, "I will not turn you out,” and
showed thorn down into the society room,

ft was tolerably cold, and they had neither
meat nor drink: however, there they sat

from morning to evening. They then went
quietly away, and I have heard nothing
from them since.

Michael Fenwick, one of his helpers,
begged the favor of appearing in his
printed journals. It was granted. Mon-
day, July Wth, 1757, reads: ‘‘l left Ep-

wortli with great satisfaction, and about
one preached at Clay worth. I think none
was unmoved but Michael Fenwick who
fell fast asleep under an adjoining hay-
rick,” and thus Fenwick was committed
to the immoital custody of the press. Tn
another place he writes: “Spent an agree-
able hour with Dr. S , the greatest
genius in little things that ever fell under
my notice. I really believe, were he seri-
ously to set about it, he could invent the
best mousetrap that ever was in the
world.” A purse proud squire and he met
on horseback in a narrow lane. “I never
turn out for a fool,” said the squire. “I
always do that,” said Wesley, as he turn-
ed his horse aside and let him pass.

It is said that a public carriage driver
saw Wesley pick a gold piece up out of a
guetter- “That’s mine,” said he. ‘‘Ah,
then,” said Wesley, “yours had a hole in
it.” “Yes, sir.” “But this one hasn’t,”
and. So saying, he walked away with it.
Doubtless some poor person was soon that
much better off because of that find.

Ready wit was a part of his skill as a
letter writer. One of his preachers wrote
to him wishing to resign, “as he thought
lie was not in l\is right place.” Mr. Wes-
ley wrote:

“Dear Brother:—You are not in your
right place, for you are doubting when
you ought to be praying. Yours truly,

“J. WESLEY.”
Henry Moore says:
We had a local preacher who went into

the Church (of England). He altered his
name to its equivalent in French. He
wrote to Mr. Wesley that the bishop would
not ordain him until he had ceased from
preaching some time, and to ask whether
Mr. Wesley thought he might with a clear
conscience do so. Mr. Wesley's answer
was:

Dear Brother: You have not told me

| how long you are to be a dumb dog.
Yours truly,

JOHN WESLEY.

These instances suffice to show that the
real John Wesley was not the “melan-
choly” individual we at one time supposed

him to have been, but the joyous witty,
humorous Christian worker. With this
true picture of our founder before us, who
can be surprised at the ready and conse-
crated wit aDd humor of not a few Metho-
dist preachers? Ho*w we, who cannot tell
such, like to hear the really good stories
with helpful points to (hem that drop off
from the unbent brows of some of the fol-
lowers of Christ and of John Wesley.—
Rev. W. H. Meredith, in N. Y. Christian
Advocate.

John Wesley.

(N. C. Christian Advocate.)

H’s name stands along side the world’s
greatest leaders and reformers. As St.
Paul was pie-eminent among the Apostles,
so Wesley was pre-eminent among the re-
formers of (he later centuries, and he had
this pre-eminence because, like this apos-
tle, he had been favored by a vision of the
unseen power of God. The voice and vi
sion which changed forever the life of
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Saul of Tarsus, came to him on the road
to Damascus; that which changed the lise
of Wesley came to him in the room in
London, when lie worshipped with a devout
company of believers, feeling, as it were,
in the dark, till he could calmly say, ‘i
felt my heart strangely warmed.” This
was the light within, chasing away the
darkness and hesitation of doubt and un-
belief, and leaving the soul possessed of
that sweet and blessed assurance which
is witnessed to every believing heart by a
peace which passetfr all understanding. It
was the Pentecost of a soul that had wait-
ed for the promise, and now rejoiced in
its fulfilment.

Mr. Wesley never wavered or faltered
after this experience. All vacillation dis-
appeared from his life. He had put to the
test the doctrine which he had hitherto
held as a theory verified by the Scriptures,
that a man is justified by faith alone. He
had demonstrated most clearly by Scrip-
ture and reason the essential correctness
ot this theory, but to this, time he had
failed to add to this the evidence of a
blessed experience— the assurance of his
own inner consciousness that this is true.
Now he knew', as be evidently had not
known before, that “the Spirit Himself
bcareth witness with our spirits that we
are the children of God,” and could sing,

“What we have felt and seen,
With confidence we tell,
And publish to the sons of men
The signs infallible ”

Mr. Wesley’s reformation was, in a pe-
culiar sense, the restoration .of life and
power to the forms and teachings of reli-
gion. Martin Luther had led in the res-
toration of doctrinal statement; Mr. Wes-
ley now leads in the effort to revitalize
these forms and to show that it is not
only possible to hold the truth without
error, but to have this witnessed to the
heart by the testimony of an intelligent
and sanctified consciousness.

Thus, in the providence of God, John
Wesley became the pioneer of a movement
in the realm of theological thought which
has led believers into a state of more joy-
ous and satisfying experience. All sys-
tems of doctrinal teaching have been modi-
fied by it. Rigid forms have yielded to its
touch. Through the Wesleyan teaching
the light of love and hope has sprung up

amid the sombre scenes of chilling inter-
pretations of divine truth, add the whole
Christian world moves under this newr in-
spiration of life and hope. The little
leaven of teaching, begun in an obscure
parish of England, amid the corruptions
of an age that had well nigh forgotten
God, have leavened the whole lump, and
consciously or unconsciously, all are pay-
ing tribute to the eminent wisdom of this
teacher come from God.

One thing must be noted as a pre-emin-
ent trait in the ministry and teaching of
Mr. Wesley. While he did not fail
declare the whole counsel of God, and’
gave the Law, with all of its threatenings,
its proper place, the gospel he preached
and all his doctrinal statements were ra-
diant with the light of a love as wide as
the world and as deep as human degrada-
tion. He did not hide cross amid the
clouds and darkness of Sinai.

We will do well in this bi-centenary to
restudy the life and teachings of this won-
derful man, especially to come to a fuller
appreciation of the spirit of the man.
When we have done this w# shall find that
nothing contributed more to the success
of that life than the fact that he had sub-
jected every theory to the test of experi-
ence. Methodism will never go astray or
fail in her mission if she is willing to
follow Wesley as he followed Christ.
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Wanted
2 Rock Foremen.

familiar with steam drill plants; one earth
excavation foreman who has some
knowledge of coffer dam work. Apply
on works, Buckhorn Shoals, Chatham
county, N. C., Cape Fear Power Co.,

Pepper and Register, Contractors, No. 112
Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
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Rheumatism,
Nervousness,

RUPTURE, PILES, DEAFNESS CURED.
No knife, no danger. An Electro Thera-

peutic Sanitarium, for the treatment by
dry hot air ami electricity of acute and
chronic rheumatism, gout, neuralgia, dys-
pepsia, catarrh and nervous diseases. Rup-
ture and Piles, Cancer cured by X-Ray.
We give free X-Ray examinations and
booklets. Richmond Panphysicen Dept. 1,
815 East Franklin St», Richmond, Va.

Phone 1654.

BIDS FOR COAL AND WOOD~
The Secretary of State desires to pur-

chase for the use of the State one hun-
dred and ninety (190) tc r of good, steam-
making coal in lump, ten (10) cords of
seasoned pine wood, twenty-four (24)
inches long and ten cords of seasoned
pine wood, twenty (20) inches long. The
twenty-four (24) inch wood and one hun-
dred and fifty (150) tons of coal to be
delivered in the coal house behind the
Supreme Court Building, and the twenty
(20) inch wood and forty (40) tons coal to
be placed in basement of Governor’s
Mansion. All to be delivered before Sep-
tember Ist.

Sealed bids will be received at this office
until 12 m., August 3rd.

Bidders will give name of the coal of-
fered and the weight of the ton.
• The right to reject any and all bids is

reserved.
J. BRYAN GRIMES,

Secretary of State.
July 2, 1903. 2w

If your’re not hungry choice

food won’t tempt you.

OXOLO
gives the appetite that makes

the simp!est fare taste good.

J. B. Ball, Raleigh, N. C.,

J. C. Stevenson, Wilmington, N. C ,
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r\ if If you want to be comfortable

Whiting Bros
/ \ / carry a full line of hot weatb-
V 1 er wearables at low prices:

/I I V \ Soft Bosom Colored Shirts

Flannel Suits, $4.00, $5.00 and
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SECURITY LIFE AND ANNUITY CO.
Guaranty Capital, Leg^T^V 6 Home Office

$100,000.00 - Greensboro, N. C.

Our policies provide a fixed annual Income, payable quarterly In advance, for
the widow ad orphans as long as they would be dependent upon the Insured.
Every Ms protected, not only by a full Legal Reserve, but by a Guaranty
Capital c N).000.00 deposited with the Insurance Commissioner of North Caro-
lina.

J. VAN LINi/LEY. R. E. FORSTER, GEO- A. GRIMSLEY,
President. Actuary. Secretary.

DIRECTORS
J. Van Llndley, W. S. Thompson, J. W. Hanes, P. H- Hanes, Lee H. Rattle,

W. A. Blair, John W. Fries, ¦. Colwell, Jr., J. W- Scott.
King & Kimball, Counsel.

G. A. Strickland & Co.,
115-117 S. Wilmington St.
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