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ON THE ACT OF 1893
The Law Dividing Murder in-

to Two Degrees.

Reasons Suggested for the Passage afdßt-
tention of the Act by the Introducer

of the Bill,

By JUDGE W, B. ALLEN.
As intelligent citizens are advocating the

repeal of the Act of 1893, dividing mur-
der into two degrees, and as I introduced
it in the Legislature, I have thought it
anight be proper to suggest areason for
its passage and retention.

Prior to the act if one man met an-
other and without cause grossly insulted
him by use of the vilest language known
to man with reference to mother, wife,
daughter or sister, and the party so in-
sulted at once drew a deadly weapon and
killed the other, it was murder in the
first degree and punishable with death.

Juries knew this was wrong and upon
the slightest pretext acquitted, as they
had no choice between a conviction with
the death penalty attached and an acquit-
tal. When the insult was not so great
those who served on juries believed there
was a distinction, between the man who
shot and killed face to face upon a
sudden quarrel when no blow was struck
and the man who shot from behind and
from ambush to gratify a revengeful
heart. The law' made no distinction be-
tween the two and said that both were
guilty of murder and that the punishment
for each was the same—death.

Men who deserved some punishment fre-
quently escaped, and the administration
of the law' suffered because jurors them-
selves became violators of the law. The
cry was raised then, as it is now, that the
law' was not being enforced, and that
the people w'ould take the law' into their
own hands and the act of 1893 was the re-
sult.

The act first came before the Supreme
court for construction in State vs. Fuller,
114 N. C.. 885.

The Superior Court Judge who tried
that case charged the jury that “preme-
ditation (which is an essential element of
murder in the first degree), may be in-
ferred or presumed from the use of a

deadly weapon,” but the Supreme Court
said this was error, and that there must
be evidence of premeditation outside of

the use of the weapon.

All of the cases in the Supreme Court
since then in which it has been held that

there was not sufficient evidence to sup-

port a verdict of murder in the first de-

gree are based on the Fuller case. The
conditions now are, I submit, as they
were before-the act of 1893 became a law,
and the reason which caused its enact-

ment justifies its retention.
If a change should be made I suggest

amendment and not repeal, and the evils
complained of, (with which, if they exist
I do not think the act has anything to do),

may be remedied by an amendment pro-
viding that a killing with a deadly weap-

on shall be evidence of premeditation and

deliberation.
If this were done no Judge could say,

ENTRANCE TO THE VATICAN.BlA

THE LATEST PICTURE OF HfS HOLINESS THE POPE.
The latest portrait of Pope Leo XIII.phows him In a characteristic pog&

He is conferring the pontifical blessing on the faithful.

May I behold Thee. Queen of earth and
sky.

Whose love enchained the demons lurking

nigh.
The path to Heaven; and freely shall I

own
’Twas thy sweet care that gained my bliss-

ful crown!

POPE LEO'S PRAYER.

Leo, now- sets they sun; pale in its dying
ray;

Black night succeeds the day.

Black night for thee; wasted thy frame;
life’s flood sustains

No more thy shrunken veins.
Death casts his fatal dart; robed for the

grave thy bones

20 CLOSED
But for Special Acts Yadkin

Would be Dry-
' t

One Still Continues to Run in D fiance of Law

—Tax Valuation Increases—Edu-
cational Progress.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Yadkinville, N. C., July 11.—Os the thirty

or forty whiskey distilleries in operation
in this county before July Ist, only eight

remain as the result of the Watts law'.
But for the incorporation of the country
districts of Shore and Williams for the
express purpose of permitting whiskey dis-
tilleries there would not be one in the
county. 1 am informed, however, that
one distillery is running on in defiance
of the law- The wonder is that they all
did not run on, since it is a well estab-
lished fact that the so-called government
distilleries in this State are nothing more
nor less than a sham, and a fraud for the
purpose of evading the law, aided and as-
sisted by the paid officer of the United
States, the storekeeper and gauger.

It is estimated that the increased valua-
tion of real and personal property of this
county will amount to more than a hun-
dred and fifty thousand dollars.

Educationally Yadkin is very much on.
the up grade.

A Singular Incident.

(New Bern Journal.)

A singular incident of the fire was the
burning of the north turret of the First
Baptist church. Birds had built their
nests inside the brick abutments and an
ember carried fire to the inflammable stuff
and the church was well on fire, but the

efforts of the firemen put it out in a few
minutes.

The Unpardonable Sin,

We are well supplied with news these
days. Soekwood has found another bee-

tree and he says he thanks God that he
did not find it on Sunday. He also says
he has found out what the unpardonable
sin is: It is to leave the Democratic party
and vote the Fusionist ticket.

GLIMPSE OF ST. PETER’S.

when there was a killing with a deadly
weapon, that there was no evidence of
murder in the first degree and in cases
which justified it, juries would convict
of tie lesser offense.

POPE'S POEM ON DEATH.

In 1897 the Pope wrote the following
verses in Latin, recently translated into
English by Rev. H. T. Henry, Lit. D.:

DEATH.

The westering sun draws near his cloudy

bed,
Leo, the gradual darkness veils thy head;

The sluggish life-blood in thy withered
veins

More slowly runs its course —what then
remains?

Lo! Death is brandishing his fatal dart,

Lie under the cold stones.
But thy freed soul escapes her chains and

longs in flight
To reach the realms of light.

That is the goal she seeks; thither her

journey fares;
Grant, Lord, my anxious prayers.

That with the citizens of Heaven, God's
face and light

May ever thrill my sight;
That I may see Thy face, Heaven’s queen,

whose mother love
Has brought me home above.
To Thee, saved through the tangles of a

perilous way.
I lift my grateful lay.

The above is the Pope’s latest poetical
composition.

A girl may be intellectual and still re-
tain her appetite for ice creTVn soda.

And the grave yearns to shroud thy

mortal part:
But from its prison freed, the soul ex

pa rids
Exulting pmion to the enfranchised lands.

3*y weary race is run—l touch the goal;
Hear, Lord, the feeble panting of my

soul;
If it be worthy, Lord, Thy pitying breast
Welcome it unto everlasting rest!

Grandeur of Vade Mecum Springs.
(By W. H. Bagley.)

Vade Mecum, N. C., July 11.—Never be-

fore in the history of Vade Mecum haa

the summer season been so successful,
and never have there been such jolly par-

world-famed mineral springs, the natural
grandeur of the scenery, the lakes with

excellent boating and fishing, the pali-

sades full of intense interest, the tory’s

den, the cascade and the famous mill

Vade fiEcun Springs*^
BEAUTIFUL LAKPJS AND ROADWAYS.

ties as those which have been gathered

here during the past few weeks. The

next few weeks, however, hold in store

the most successful weeks the resort has
ever known and large numbers of people

from eastern and central North Carolina,

besides visitors from other States, have
ai ranged for accommodations. Mrs. Rosa

E. Young, of the Hotel Phoenix at Win-
ston-Salem, who has the hotels under her

management, has achieved wonderful sue-

ctss.
There is no one spot in the entire State

ot North Carolina which holds more na-

tural attractions than Vade Mecum. With

the wonderful health-giving waters in the

which has stood the tempests and the
hoods since before the revolution, the
wonderful types of nature encircling the

springs and through which beautifully

shaded pathways lead to points of in-

terest, and among a thousand other in-

teresting points the famous Rock House

of Col. Jack Martin. This house is the

marvel of passing centuries.
There is a little chapter of unwritten

history which connects these two weird

and wonderful works, the one of art, the

other of nature. Col. Jack Martin, of
Revolutionary fame, whose beautiful

daughter had been captured by Donaha,
ebief of the Saure tribe, built this for-

BURRO PARTIES A PLEASANT PAST-TIME.

tress. From this mansion or rampart lie

could see, at night, a light amid the

crags ot old Sauratown, and fixing his

surveyor’s compass upon the spot, fol-
lowed the direction with the dawn of day

and encountered and overcame the po. se

of cowardly Torys who had made their

rendezvous here.
This is one little story of a thousand

that furnish interesting study for the
visitor who cares to search through the
hidden treasures of this laud of everlast-
ing youth.

There are hundreds of gay young peo-

ple here, with the older ones, who are en-

joying the various amusements o’fered for

their benefit. The orchestra furnishes ex-

cellent music and each evening there is
dancing or other amusement in one of

the hotels. The cottages are all filled

with the most congenial people and noth-

ing could be more pleasant during these

heated days in the cities than to trans-

plant one s Self from any other spot on

earth to Vu.de Mecum.

There is no doubt but that the waters of
Vade Mecum Springs, there are several

of them, each superior in its own par-

ticular qualities, furnish a relief to suf-

ferers from almost every trouble. The
btalth-restoring qualities are far famed.
Today it is interesting to watch the bar-

relling and crating of water to be ship-

ped to the thousands who are drinking

this water at home because they cannot

get time to spend a summer at the
springs. Another point of interest inci-

dent to the bottling of the water is the

souvenir choice selection of ita-

columite whic his sent out to the

selling agents. Itacolumite is the

mother rock .of diamonds. It is

found in only one place on each con-

tinent. In America it is found only in
North Caml in a and the only spot in

North Carolina where Itacolumite has

been found is at Vade Mecum. Itacolu-
mite is flexible stone and the great

abundance of it at Vade Mecum offers

free souvenirs of great value to guests.

For vastness of deposit, beauty of struc-

ture, and flexibility of movement, none

of the other world-famed deposits equal

this newly opened mine at Vade Mecum.

Visitors here see the only equipment in

the world for the manufacture of the va-

rious products of this rare material.

In the afternoon, looking up through

the great valley, visitors watch the fa-

mous Pilot Mountain sink in the dark-

ness.
The sccnerv here is magnificent, and

no spot offers greater attiactions for

seekers of rest and pleasure. The service

at the hotels is all that could be desired,

and that which is most surprising is the

extremely low rates for individuals or

fr milieu, >

"RT -'HOC

TORY DEN AND THE CATARACT.

Vade Mecum Springs
Water.

Supplied to the trade or to individuals
in almost every description suited to

preserve and transport water. Address,

VADE MECUM SPRING CO.,

Vade Mecum, N. C.

COL. JACK MARTIN’S ROCK HOUSE.

In the presence of the hundred guests and many hundred people who came
from the Sauratown and the Dan to hold their annual holiday festivities at
Vade Mecum last week a matter of real interest was put on foot. The speaker of
the occasion, A. H. Eller. Esq., proposed to begin a movement to dedicate /the
great old ruin—or rampart—built by Col. Jack Martin during the Revolution and

known as the “Rock House,” and also, the ‘‘Tory’s Den,” where waged the fierce
battle between Martin’s men and the band of Torys rendezvouzing there, to some
historical association—the Colonial Dames, the Daughters of the Revolution or the
Guiltord Battle Ground Company, or to create a new organization to hold and
preserve these monuments of past glory. The great dedicatory services and his-
torical pageant to be held at Vade Meecum next 4th of July.

There is no spot in North Carolina richer in historical incident and tradition
than is found right here in the heart of Stokes. A ‘‘mecca of patriaism” no less
than one of health and pleasure. t


