
THREE THINGS—FREEDOM,
FAIRNESS, FAITHFULNESS

The Annual Oration Before the Press Convention by

Mr. Archibald Johnson Was Full

of Wisdom.
At the recent session of the North Caro-

lina Press Convention held in Wrightsville,
the oration was delivered by Mr. Archi-

bald Johnson, editor of Charity and Chil-
dren, the vivile organ of the Baptist Or-

phanage. His subject was three things:

“Freedom, Fairness and Faithfulness,”

and it was so full of wisdom that we

know every reader 01 this paper will enjoy
it. Mr. Johnson said:

I wish that I might be able on this oc-

casion to speak a helpful word to my

brethren of the honorable profession to

which we belong. This is the motive that
led me to accept this task which your

kindness has imposed upon me. If I fail
to drop a single seed of truth into a
heart and mind, it will be because I do

not know how to sow. I have had a

year for reflection and preparation. 1
huve had some leisure, at least, to devote
to this purpose. I have a field of un-
measured fertility, ahd a theme or rich
suggestiveness; there is really only one
reason that I know why 1 should not

make a good speech, and that is that 1
do not know how, which, by the way, is
not a bad one. But if 1 do fail to inter-
est and instruct you, I have too much

respect for the occasion and for my

brethren to say that I did not do my
level best.

Time after time we have been told by
orators on occasions similar to this one
that our profession is a high and holy
one. Again and again we have petted
and prarsed ourselves for occupying one
of ihe widest fields of usefulness in all
the world. Year in and year out our at-

tention has been directed to the honor

and the responsibility as well as the re-
spectability of belonging to the newspaper

fraternity, but brethren, I desire to say

with all the emphasis that I can command,
that our place in this field is high or
low, according to what we make it. As
in some other things it is not the office
that honors the man, but the man the
office. It is not the newspaper that
brings an editor honor or prosperity
but it is the intelligent, persistent and
consecrated effort that he puts into his
profession that win and hold the respect

and the confidence of men.
Ferhaps we have not been quite defin-

ite enough, as a general thing, in our
speeches and general discussion along this
line. The mere glorying in any line of
work as if the fact that we are engaged
in it were a meed of merit, is wrong and
misleading. Because a man is an editor
is no reason in the world why he may not

be a fool, or a rascal. Indeed, I think
it is rather generally conceded that even
in the Christian ministry there are wolves
wearing the garments that belong to the
sheep, and it is entirely possible that our
own calling, high and holy as it is, may
be prostituted and scandalized by men
who hinder rather than help in the up-
ward progress of the race.

I desire to be perfectly practical and I
am obliged to be very simple in the few |
things that I wish to bring before you at

this time, and so I willenter at once upon

the discussion of the subject that I have
chosen and which I have called “Three
Things.” These three things are qualities
which in my judgment ! every newspaper j
or magazine editor must possess in order
to magnify his calling and render effec-
tive service in bringing men to the truth.
These things are: Freedom, Fairness and
Faithfulness.

Much has been said about the freedom
of the press; very little about the free-
dom of the editor. Laws have very prop-
erly passed our Legislature guaranteeing
the right to us to tell the truth without
let or hindrance, and I am glad to say

that no State in the Union has a better
law than North Carolina, thanks to the
persistent and most intelligent efforts of
one of our foremost brehren, Major Lon-
don, but there is another and a higher
law than those on the statute books of
our State that touches us at a more
vital point than statute laws, and that
is the law of the liberty of the mind and
soul.

No man can be effective as a journalist
who is in bondage. And many a man is
a galley slave who has always believed
and boasted that he is a free man! There
fire other chains than those of iron
which fetter the hands, and they are
stronger and more galling. We are living
in an age of slavery. The almighty dollar
is the absolute monarch in our society.
His decrees arc obeyed and without know-
ing it ourselves sometimes, we find that
Ave are before him on bended knee beg-

ging his favor and his grace. Hear me
men! Right at this point we must guard
well our inmost souls. In the most in-
siduous Avays this tyrant comes to us and
robs us of our strength. It may he that
in the sacred and holy name of education
cur virtue may be assailed. It has been
done in the name of education. The ci-
garette trust and the Standard Oil Com-
pany forge no fetters of iron, but of
shining gold; but they are as strong as
steel and more cruel and relentless. The
Florida Legislature suffered itself to be

tied hand and foot Avith the golden cords
of a millionaire, and led captive at his
will. Do not say it cannot be done. It
can, and it will be done right here in
North Carolina unless free men will spurn

the honeyed phrases of the money king
and turn their backs upon his splendid
promises.

Who, of all the men in the wide Avorld,
ought to be the freest? Who can least af-
ford to wear the collar of any

king? Upon whom does the .responsibility
of keeping the public conscience pure and

clean fall first and heaviest? Why, you

men of the Avatch towers of North Caro-

lina. If you yield to the siren song of

of the money changer what protection is
left for the people? It may be hard to
resist, it will be, but if you are faithful
to the trust committed to your hands
you must be free from the bonds of the
big concerns which bind men AA'ith the
strength ot an iron chain. But you must
be free in another sense. No man can
fulfillthe mission of a journalist Avho is a
slave to party. Now there you may dif-
fer from me. I am honest, hOAvever, m

what I am saying now. A party slave
who can see no Avrong in anything his
own /party may do or say, but Avho feels
called upon to sustain every act, no mat-

ter how shady every line of policy, no
- matter how crooked, every sentiment,
no matter hoAV dangerous or base, is a
poor pitiful cipher who would better “be

| a dog and bay the moon.” He is a knot

on a log, a mere puppet in the hands of

designing demagogues Avho pet him and

praise him Avith lip but despise him with
the heart. But I hope I will not be mis-

understood along here. I believe in par-

ties. They are essential and necessary in
the economy of a free government. I do

not believe in that so-called “independ-
ence” that betrays the party and while
preaching loyalty on the one hand, prac-

tices treachery on the other. I believe
furthermore that the best time and place
to be free and outspoken is in the midst
of a heated campaign and AA'ithin party

lines. The newspaper “organ” so-called
that owns its soul and stands for the
truth, albeit in the face of opposition and

abuse, is the highest type of the editor
who is really free. The New York Tri-
bune in its palmiest days was an intense-
ly partisan newspaper, but Horace Gree-

ley Avas a free man.
In the religious realm the matter I am

discussing comes out more clearly. The
religious organ ought to be the freest
from the bondage to tradition, or custom,

or policy, that hinders or obscures the
progress of truth. Instead of condoning
or excusing a mistake in the policy of its
denomination it is offered the best oppor-
tunity to correct er,ror and lead to truth.
It is despicable in a religious journal to
be so bound up by its bigotry and intol-
erance as to be blind to all the errors
and mistakes of its own denomination.
It is human to err, and the eyes of the
religious editor ought to be Avide open to
every ray of light that fails from heaven.

To be more explicit, every editor of
elvery paper of Avhatever creed, or of

none, ought to be a truth-seeker, and as
far as may be, a truth revealer. He must

be willing to sacrifice preconceived opin-

ions, prejudices, pride and prosperity to
the truth. And he who Avalks in the
light of truth is free indeed. Our sphere
may be small and our influence limited
and circumscribed, but our aim may be

as high and our hearts as true as though
we were directing a daily edition of a me-
tropolitan journal, and a free conscience
behind a holy purpose in any place wheth
er large or small are sure to bring forth
blessed fruit.

The second thing I want to impress is
fairness. A neAV.spaper once brought a
charge against a man that was wholly
untrue. The editor Avas intensely pre-
judiced against this man, and probably
published a report that came to his ears.
His attention, however, was called to the

fact that he had done the gentleman an
injustice and he was courteously asked to
make the prpper correction. He failed
to do so for the simple reason that he

preferred to leave his enemy in a bad
light before his readers though he was
perfectly sure the report he published
Avas false. This thing Avas done by a
man who wields a wide influence.

It is harder to be fair and just than
may be supposed at first. It takes a
good deal of manhood to resist the temp-

tation to use a widely circulated paper to

compass what may appear a worthy end
by taking a short cut on somebody, espe-
cially if he is not in a position to defend
himself in the same Avay. We have heard
of papers making an assault and then re-
fusing their columns to the assaulted to

defend himself. This is not fair and

sooner or later is hound to react on the

man avlio takes advantage of his superior
position to hurt another. Some papers

think it no harm to abuse the Mormons
or the railroads. Nobody ought ever to
be unfairly treated by a North Carolina
newspaper. Not a Mormon, even, or a

liquor man. Rebuke wrong-doing every-
where and in anybody, but be fair about
it, brethren, and if you are misled, oavu
up like a man and apologize. As a judge
holds the scales of justice in an even
hand, and administers to each and all the
simple justice he deserves, so a, newspaper

without fear or favor, Avithout malice,, or

prejudice, or partiality, ought to deal
justly and fairly and honestly with all
those whose conduct comes within the
domain of its criticism. Sometimes Ave

an opinion or announce a policy
that subsequent events show is Avrong.

It is not only unfair, it is dishonest to at-
tempt to bolster up the position Ave have

taken in order to appear consistent. It
is a great deal better to be fair and
square and honest than it is to be con-
sistent, Avhen consistency costs us fairness
and honesty. And another thing: Be fair
with the brethren. Do not assume to

know it all. Wisdom will not die with
any one of us nor with all of us put to-
gether. If your neighbor happens to be

in the right and you in tl\e wrong, when

you have found it out, for heaven’s sake

do not hurl at his head such epithets as

“ignorant” and “narrow,” but come out

like a man and confess that you are on

the wrong road and thank him for set-
ting you right.

But further yet: Even if the man rt
Avrong, according to your honest convio

tion, do not say he is bribed, and do not
even intimate that he has been “influ-

enced” unduly. Treat the man fairly. It

is possible that he is honest as yourself,

though Avrong. Many a man has been

both wrong and honest. If our being
wrong were the sign of our rascality,

many of us who are here listening to the
song of the sea ought to he working the

roads, wearing a ball and chain. I think
Ave neAvspaper men ought to bring into
our lives a little more of the charity we so
often urge upon others.

It will pay us ip dollars and cents to "be
fair. Any paper that is accounted honest

and just will count for more—tenfold
more —in the community than the one
which is notrious for taking unfair ad-
vantage by garbling or suppressing or
concealing the truth. For, after all, we
are really exponents of the truth in so
far as it is given us to see the truth, if
Ave would fulfill our high mission. What

is truth? asked Pilate. He asked, but
did not care for an answer. We should
both ask it and seek for an answer. Fair-
ness and justness are the truth’s- hand

maiden.
I come now to the lkst of the trio,

Faithfulness,
s First, faithfulness to our oavii selves. As
i Holmes so nicely puts it:

( “Not always right in all men's eyes
But faithful to’the light Avithin.”

i We are not to' be copyists. The true
>J journalist has a light within and he must

follow its leadings no matter where it
takes him. Sometimes it leads over rough
and stony paths, which we must tread
with bleeding feet. There is help to be
¦had, to be sure, from without. The coun-
sel of the wise and prudent is to be prized,
but after all the light within is the final
arbiter before which all questions must
be settled.

There are papers I know which echo
only the voice of others, but these are
not worthy to occupy a place in ibe pro-
fession. There are others still which move
and have their being for the money they
can make for their oAvners, but they are
not those at which this discussion is aim-
ed. I am sorry to say that there are
newspapers in North Carolina Avith bright
men in their offices which sometimes ex-
hibit a painful lack of faithfulness in the
make-up of their editorial matter. It is
disheartening to pick up a paper when
you are hungry for a helpful suggestion,
and turning to the editorial columns you
are greeted Avith “Letter from Washing-
ton,” or “Bill Arp’s Letter,” or “Zuno
Zephyrs,” or “Thomasville Tidings,” or
“Edenton Echoes.” Every editor ought
to put the imprint of his soul in the
columns of his paper every week. I do
not refer to the dailies in this connection,
for they are obliged to discard plate mat-
ter in their editorial columns or their
readers will soon discard them, but you
weekly brethren whose papers go to ten
North Carolinians where the uailies reach
one —you ought week by week to put brain
and heart and blood into your work. This
is not conceit. Why should it be sa re-
garded? Suppose your preacher should
announce on Sunday morning that owing
to the multiplicity of his engagements
during the Aveek he was unabla to prepare
a sermon, and so he Avould real for the
instruction of his hearers a sermon from
Mr Talmage or Mr. Parker. Why should
an editor whose business it is to help his
hearers be any the less faithful in the
discharge of his duties.

I shall not call names here, but there is
a paper in this State which has a limited
circulation and which is printed in a
small toAvn, twice a av< ek, upon whose
utterances 1 have learned to lean. It is
not making much money but it is making
men. It does not wait to hear what the
big dailies have to say on a subject, but
expresses its own opinion with uncommon
clearness and power, and in a few short
paragraphs occupying hardly two columns
it covers the leading events which huve
transpired within the past two or three
days in away so luminous and direct and
vigorous, that a reader I.«ys it doAvn with
his appetite entirely satisfied On the

other hand many of our papers edited by
capable men show so little evidence of

thought and care in the preparation of
the matter, that it is throAvn away Avith
disappointment if not disgust.

But faithfulness to others demands that
Ave put the very best that there is m us
into our Avork.. We are teaching thou-
sands of men and women and little chil
dren all they know of the great world
around us Into many homes only the
local Aveekly finds its Avay. What it says
Is accepted and believed as if it w< re
law and gospel. The very spirit in which
the matter is Avritten is incorporated in
the plastic minds of the simple children
of nature upon Avhose hearts i; falls.
Faithfulness to these who folloAV us week
by Aveek requires that Ave should ever
have in our minds in making the paper
the uplifting- and ennobling of those who

read our words. For after allr notwith-
standing the cheap jibes and sneers of
those who berate the fidelity of the news-
papers, they do believe in us and they
do trust us. Every editor ought to be a
believer in God and in his fellows. It is
no place for a Skeptic nor a Scorner. It is
a pulpit Avhich thunders week by Aveek,
and its congregations are the countless
multitudes that throng our cities, our
towns and our country districts. We
are sentiment-makers. Wc are guides and
pilots. We are eyes for the blind. us
not abouse the great trust committed to
our hands.

We must be faithful to the weak. Oh,
how utterly unworthy that newspaper
which is Dot a friend to the poor, the
blind, the halt and the helpless. Thank
God the neAVspapers of North Carolina
have been faithful to the weak. There
is not an orphanage in all the State that
lias not felt the force of the press, and
where might rises up to oppress weakness
and money is set in deadly array against
them, Avhere vice clother in soft raiment
A\culd strangle righteousness in rags,
there has ever sounded from these faith-
ful sentinels of the People’s rights a storm
of protest that quickly throttled evil and
saved the cause of right. This has been
done ten thousand times in North Caro-
lina and I pray that our journalism may

never be subsidized by the devil, nor
overwhelmed by the shining tide of gold
in the hands of the great and strong.

We must be faithful to the old State.
It is a glorious heritage a kind Provi-
dence has given us, this good old North
Carolina we love so well. I confess I am
tired of hearing from fervid orators that
North Carolina is a great State and
Avorthy of our love because of the treas-
ure she possesses in forest, in mine, in
field and factory, in railroads, and. even
schools and churches. These are all bles--
ings for which to be grateful, hut, breth-
ren, I Avould love North Carolina if the
rugged sides of her mighty mountains
were bare and naked to the blazing sun,
if every plain in all her Piedmont region
Avere arid and sterile; if the ocean broke

along all her coast on desolate stretches
of gleaming sand; I would love her still
because she is my home! And this home

of ours ought always and everywhere to
be the object of our jealous care and of
our courageous defense. I am everlast-
ingly tired of hearing this State spoken
of as poor old North Carolina. She is
not poor and if she were as poor as

Lazarus I would not own it! We are set

for the defense of North Carolina, That
is our chief business. They say that alter

a time if only enough of ihe “Gate City'

oi our Southern country can get to Heaven
there avi 11 be a section of the happy land
staked off and called Atlanta. No man

who lives in that great city is her enemy,
all are her friends and defender.-.. See
what she has grown to be! North Caro-

lina has been too often wounded in the
home of her friends. Scorners have sneer
ed at and Avitlings halve defamed her, and
sometimes they have been those who Avere

nourished at her breast. For her let us
live, pillowed on her sacred soil let us
lay our Aveary bodies down to rest Avhen
our day’s work is done;

“Upon a mountain height far from the sea

I found a shell
And to my curious ear this lonely thing
Ever a song of ocean seemed to sing
EA’er a tale of ocean seemed to tell.

Strange, Avas it not? far irom its nati\e

sea
One song it sang.
Sang of the mighty mysteries of the tide,

Sang of the awful, vast, profound aud
wide,

Softly with echoes of the ocean rang.

And as this shell upon the mountain
height

Sings of the sea,
So may I ever wander where I may,

So may I ever though long leagues away,

Sing oh my State, sing oh my State, of
thee!”
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

ELON COLLEGE
Opens September 3rd, 1903. For cata-

logue and other particulars write Dr. J.
U. Newman, Dean of the Faculty, Elon
College, N. C.

HORNER
Military School

Oxford, N. C.
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surrounded by Quarter-mile running track
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Fifty-third year begins Sept. 2, 1903.
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PETERSBURG. VA.

A beautiful school for «:irls. After the highest Vir-
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rates. Modem equipment. Illustrated catalogue free.

ARTHI'K KYI.F. ISAVftt, A. M„ President.

The Baltimore Medical College.*
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Apply for beautifully illustrated Cata-
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tory, Classes of 1903 and of 1904.

Board and full Literary Tuition for an-
nual session $l4O.

F. P. HOBGOOD, Prest.

VIRGINIACOLLEGE
For YOUNG LADIES, Roanoke, Va.

Opens Sept. 21,1903. Oneofthe leading Schools
lor Young Ladies in the South. New buildings,
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lor health. European and American teachers.
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Music and Elocution. Certificates Wellesley.
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MATTIE F. HARRIS, President, Roanoke, Va.
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Chancellor V/M. W. SMITH, A.M., LL. 13.
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Red Springs Seminary
The Famous College for Girls

If you have a daughter to educate, it
will interest you. It will cost but a cent
and may save you many dollars.

Address REV. C. G. VARDELL, D. D.,

Red Springs, N. C-
(Summer address, Blowing Rock, N. C.)

CATONSVILLE, Maryland
MOUNT DE SALES,

ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION.

Buildings and grounds extensive and at*

tractive. Situation healthful; and view
of Baltimore, hills, river, end bay beau-
tiful. Accessible by electric car routes.

Thorough Avork in English, Science, Music,

Art, and Languages. Illustrated cata-

logues sent, on application to
THE DIRECTRESS.

THE NEWS AND OBSERVER, SUNDAY MORN TNG, JULY 12, 1903.

The North Carolina

State Normal and Indutrial College
COURSES

LITERARY COMMERCIAL
CLASSICAL DOMESTIC SCIENCE

SCIENTIFIC MANUALTRAINING
PEDAGOGICAL MUSIC

Five courses leading to diplomas. Advanced courses leading to degrees. "Well
equipped practice and observation school.. Faculty numbers 40. Board, laundry,

tuition, and fees for use of text books, etc., $l4O a year. For non-residents

of the State $l6O. Twelfth annual session begins September 15, 1903. To secure
board in the dormitories all free-tuition applications should be made before July

15th. Correspondence invited frem those desiring competent teachers and ste-

nographers. For catalogue and other information address

Charles D. Mclver, President,
Greensboro, N. C.
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Baptist Female University,
RALEIGH, N. C.

The Baptist Female University will be prepared to do better work next session
than ever before. In addition to the $1,500 previously expended on equipment for
the Chemical and Biological Laboratories, the Department of Physics will be equip-

ped with SSOO worth of new apparatus and appliances for illustrating, mechanics,
magnetism, hydraulics, optics, acoustics and atmospherical phenomena. This de-

partment will be under the charge of a Bachelor of Science of the Chicago Uni-
versity. (

The History and Language rooms willbe furnished with new sets of maps and
globes. The Department of Mathematics will be supplied with a new transit and a
set of geometrical figures.

In the Departments of English, literature will be taught by a Doctor of Philo-
sophy of Chicago University, and the language will be taught by a graduate of
Hollins Institute, who afterwards took a B. A. degree from the Richmond College
for Men. |

The Department of Music has made a reputation throughout the State. It will
be under the Directorship of Mr. Wade R. Brown, President of the Music Teachers' •
Association in the State, and Vice-President of the Music Teachers’ Association m
the South. Among his assistants will be two out of the only three graduate teach
ers of the Clavier system in the South.

The regular work in the schools of Art, Elocution and Business, will be kept up
to the former standard-

School of the Bible, under a full graduate of Newton Theological Setoinary.
Os the tAA-enty-one teachers in the Faculty all save three give themselves entirety

to one department each thus doing the work of specialists. One hour is devoted to
each recitation, instead of the usual half hour or forty-five minutes in girls’ schools.

The cost of board, room, heats, lights, literary tuition, and all incidental fees,
is $167.50 per session.

The Club Department where many of our finest girls do their own work at a
saving of from $45 to $55 a session, offers a fine opportunity to young women who
are Avilling to work an hour a day. R. j.VANN, President,

For Further information address •
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Capital Stock $30,000. (Incorporated.) Raleigh, N. C. and Charlotte, N. C.
BUSINESS—When you come to think about going away to school, send for College

Journal and Special offers of the LEADING BUSINESS and SHORTHAND SCHOOLS

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL SaiiSH
The Sixty-first Annual Session begins September 15th. The Easter
Term begins January 28th. j

St. Mary’s School offers instruction in the following departments: The
Preparatory School, the College, the Art School, the Musical School, the
Business School.

There are two hundred and forty-eight students, representing nine
dioceses. Faculty of twenty-five. Much of the equipment is new; eight
new pianos bought this year.

St. Mary’s Kindergarten is located in the center of the city under
Miss Louise T. Busbce’s charge.

For Catalogue, address. Rev. T. D. BRATTON, U.D.

INSTlTUTE^StTConservatory of Music.
A famous and welt es- - -¦ i Using the Leschet-
tablished school. Full g* W mm Izky By?teiQ ' All
and thorough lnstruc- k# bk s\ M Im modern appliances
tton in all department* | wm 3m*» and conveniences.
of female edueatlon. Very reasonable

jm » '".in ui.mil m——terms.

RALEIGH, N. C.
Catalogue tree. - Address

JAS. DINWIDDIE, M. A. of Univ. Va., Prin.
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