
THE STANDING OF LORD BYRON
AS A GREAT BRITISH POET

An Appreciative Sketch of the Literary Career of

the Great English Bard by Dr.

Kingsbury.
As there has been for thirty or forty

years a steady reaction against the stand-
ing of Lord Byron as a poet, I purpose of-

fering a view I entertain that will proba-

bly strike some who have adopted the

critical deliverances of many writers as
decidedly absurd, antiquated and extrava-
gant. I began to read Byron when a lad
ot' probably fourteen. I remember that

between my sixteenth and twenty-fifth
year I was a eonstaut reader, and an un-
faltering admirer of a poet that possessed
for me sucn exquisite, commanding
charm. I recall that I hffd a very inti-
mate friend at the University, older and
more advanced than I was, the late Judge
Victor Clay Barringer, of the Internation-
al Court of Alexandria, Egypt, who used
to laugh at me because of my Byronic
enthusiasm and intense love of his, to mo
then, incomparable poems. I remember
how absolutely fascinated I was with his
“Cbilde Harold” and “The Bride of
Abydos,” and ‘‘The Corsair,” and ‘‘Tin*
Prisoner of Cbillon” aud ‘‘Hebrew Melo-
dies” and “Manfred” and ‘‘Cain” and
“Sardanapalus,” and ‘‘The Dream” and
some others. I did not specially take tc»
‘‘Don Juan” and “Werner” and “The Two
Poscari” and otlhers. At about twenty-

five I began to read more carefully
Shakespeare, Milton, Wordsworth, Cole-
ridge, Shelley, Keats, and others. Byron
grew to be neglected more or less, but I

never changed my opinion of his great-
ness in the least, always placing him with
seven or eight greatest English poets ol
all time—Spenser, Shakespeare, Milton,
Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley,
Tennyson. It is not popular to say so, but
I believe the three greatest poets are
Shakespeare, Milton and Tennyson. Read-
ing only Byron now and then, I at last
determined to read all he had written
again. It was a great pleasure for the
most part that I received, and I rose
at some sixty-five years from the delight-
ful pursuit with a confirmed judgment of
his great genius, and splendid, almost
unequalled, eloquence.

I purpose to glance at this singularly
gifted English letter-writer and poet, and
to tell what he is; what there is in him
to Justify such exalted estimate of his
gifts. I found perhaps a rather diminish-
ed admiration of some of his poems I
liked so much in my youth, and with a
higher estimate of others, I thefci failed to
appreciate properly. ‘‘l believe ‘‘Don
Juan” to be his greatest work of genius,
however objectionable its immortal taint
end vitiating- influence. I would not
commend it to a youth as a fit poem to
read. It is slimy and foul. But it is
overflowing with interest, with unflag-
ging fascination, with spendid daring,
with genuine pathos, with wonderful hu-
mor, with dash and fire and yet with ‘mel-
ancholy. The noble Scotch poet and
romancist, inimitable and perennial Sir
Walter Scott, the Great, wrote of its
wonderful power and ease, and said “the
stanzas fall off as easily as the leaves
from the autumnal tree.” Like Chaucer
Spenser, Milton and other eminent poets,
George Gordon, Lord Byron, was born in
London and on 22nd January, 1788. He was
the son of Capt. John Byron, and grand-

son of Admiral John Byron, who was a
brother of William, fifth Lord Byron, The
poet was born with some deformity of
cine foot, but it did not really amount to
something serious. He nad a slight limp
in walking. He was much of an athlete,
and loved games. He was a great swim-
mer. He went to the then great public
school at Harrow, one of a half dozen. He
spent irregularly three years at Trinity
College, Cambridge University. He took
his degree in 1808. He was inclined to

fatness in boyhood. At twenty he was
a very handsome youth. When of age he
took his seat in the House of Lords. He
made one speech I read more than a half
century since. It was bright, and witty,
of a gifted youth no farther advanced. lie
was not, however, another Charles James
Fox, the most precociously gifted youth
in English history, as a debater, orator
and well read public man. Byron bad a
small income, ‘‘great expectations,” to use
the name of one of Dickens’s greatest

novels, and much early indebtedness from
borrowing. At twenty-one he is reported
to have owed SIOO,OO0 —a bad start for
financial prosperity. He began authorship
in his teens, and was attacked
by critics. I shall refer farther on to
his poems, and at some length. He made
a tremendous impression before he had
passed his twenty-first year when he vis-
ited Europe. He went in style, having
three servants, and was accompanied by
his warm personal friend, John Cam
HobSiouse, later Brouglhton, who
died in 1869. He wrote rapidly, began to
publish many poems, and soon awoke to

find himself famous, as he said. In fact.,
he rapidly became the most popular poet
at one time that was ever born or lived
in England. In fact, so greatly popular
was Byron that one of his pertinacious
and cock-sure detractors, Prof. Saints-
is certainly Matthew Arnold. He greatly
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bury, admits that the only writer who
ever equalled him in contemporary popu-

larity was Scott, and only as a novelist.
He also surpassed all others, "admits

Saintsbury, abroad in contemporary ap-

preciation save only Scott and Richardson,
both novelists. His ungenerous critic says

that ‘abroad he simply took possession or
the Continent of Europe and kept it.” He

captured Goethe, the greatest poet of
Germany, and he had great power over
Heine, its one towering genius, in the

last century, placing Goethe in the eigli
teenth century. Saintsbury admits furth-
er that Byron ‘‘was almost the sole master
of Young Russia, young Italy, young

Spain, in poetry.” How could a pretend-
er, u fourth rate verse writer, a man of I
interior gifts, do such great things? He <
swept over Europe and the foremost men j
of genius paid court to him, and offered

incense to his splendid genius. The lead
ing French writers lauded and imitated
him. While England, and Great Britain,
as a whole, halve gone back upon him and j
now deny him great or positive genius, j
and his writings are neglected, spurned, 1
denounced, derided, ho is slin appreciated
abroad, and his best poetry is read and
praised. W. E. Henley, one of the bright- j
est, most independent, and acute critics ¦
now living in England, says that Byron

“is the most romantic figure in the
literature of the (nineteenth) century, and
his romance is of that splendid and dar-
ing cast which the people of Britain—‘an
aristocracy materialized and null, a mid-
dle class purblind and hideous, a lower
class crude and brutal’—prefers to regard
with suspicion and disfavor.” This caus-
tic, bold writer says, ‘"To be a good Briton
a man must trade profitably, marry I
respectably, live cleanly, avoid , excess, '
revere the established order, aqd wear
his heart in his breeches pocket or any-
where but on his sleeve. Byron did none
of these things.” So popular were Byron's
poems at one time that he could not pro-
duce them in sufficient rapidity, although
he was extraordinarly swift and prolific.
One w&'fus poems,—l believe it was “The
Corsair,” —sold 30,000 copies the first day.
Remember that was loug ago, much be- j
fore the time of the enormous sales of *
third, fourth, or tenth rate stories that j
are devoured now by the undiscrimmat-
ing million and considered great.

Goethe held Byron to be the greatest
of all English poets of his time. In fact
tic was well nigh supreme, with possibly j
one or two exceptions, in the Judgment of
the greatest author and genius of the
Germanic race. As I have mentioned, the
Scrollable other greatest German poet,
Heine, had a most exalted admiration
of Byron. If the life and work of the
poet, with his extraordinary surroundings
are well studied, it will be difficult to de-
ny to him remarkable resource, spendid
powers, brilliant achievement and most
distinguished productions Prof. Thomas J
B. Shaw, a writer of gifts and a critic
of judgment, insight and taste, who wrote
prior to 1850. regards him as ‘‘the most
extraordinary man of his age, and perhaps
the most extraordinary person in the mod-
ern history of Europe.” He writes a
dozen pages to make good his contention.
Rev. George Gillfillan, a forgotten Scotch
critic, who in the forties and fifties was
much read and relished, for he wrote
some sparkling, striking, incisive critical
papers, writes interestingly ot Byron.
His dicta as to many writers are well
worth considering for he was bold and in-
dependent, if quite fallible. He has left
a paper on Byron rich in opinion and of
definite, decided impression. He analyses
his genius—what he was, what he failed
in, what he accomplished, what was his
proper rank as a poet. Somewhere about
1848, he wrote of Byron but not in a
vein of indiscriminate praise, but of
careful discrimination and determination.
Ol his artistic gifts—his execution as a
writer, handling uncommon material, he
wrote this: ‘‘Strong, direct intellect, de-
scriptive force, and personal passion,
seem the main elements of Byron’s poeti-
cal power. He sees clearly, he selects
judiciously for effect from among the
points he does see, and he paints them
with a pencil dipped in his own fiery
heart. He was the last representative of
the English character of mind x x and
every peculiarity of the English school”
(the Dry-den, Pope. Johnson, etc., school)—

‘‘seems to have clustered in and around
him, as its last splendid specimen. . .

•Byron was ultimus Romancrum —the last,
and with the exception of Shakespeare and
Milton, the greatest purely English poet.
His manner had generally all of the
clearness and precision of sculpture; in-
deed liis clearness serves often to dis-
guise his depth.” He wisely places him
“beneafih and apart from the first class of
poets, such as Homer, Dante, Milton,
Shakespeare and Goethe,” the world’s
gr< a test verse builders.

While there is a vast deal of sourness,
of intense bitterness, of flashing sarcasm,
of excoriating denunciation of lurid in-
vective, of scornful declamation, of
•vitriolic portraiture, of scathing contempt
for tli** hollowness and the shams and
iln insincere, yet the great genius vos
not blind or indifferent to that which was
pure and noble and benignant and good
and beautiful. As was finely said by
Prof. Shaw, he wore “the mask of
Mephistopheles, but the features which it
concealed were the lineaments of an arch-
angel.”

The mot savage onslaught ever made
upon him was just before Byron died. e?ul
it came from William Hazlitt. His
diatribe is most bitter, and the great pcet
is almost denied every virtue, every gift,
every trait of genius and greatness. Hnz
litt had high gifts as a critic—the almost
critical witer among his contemporaries,
but be was not always just, sane or in-
fallible. In later times, say April, 1870,
the most terrific, sweeping assailant is
the poet Swinburne, anj he hates Byron,
and his hatred blinds him completely, so
he really fails to discern anything of the
richness, splendor and power of the great
genius. Swinburne is an eminent poet
himself, the best, I believe, living now,
but he is extreme in his likes and dislikes.
He makes Hugo a demigod; he reduces
Byron to a mass of rubbish, and declares
in effect that “The stones are paste and
1 alf the gold ulloy,” to quote Andirvv
bang- Another living detractor is Smuts
bury, to whom I have referred. Among
th< highly cultured critics, the men of
most insight and best accomplishments,

admired Byron, and did justice to his
manifold powers. He held that lie was
“the greatest poetic force, in this later
age of ours,” to again quote Lung. That
eminent Scotch critic* biographer, poet,

novelist and historian, says of Byron:
- -4*-'***^*~- -‘J**/* w *!

‘‘And when our century has clorub its
crest,

And backward gazes o’er the plains of

Time,
And counts its harvest, yours is still the

best,
The richest garner in the field of rhyme.”

This was published in 1886, v and ».o
acuter, cleverer critical writer lives in
Great Britain today. Mr. quotes
from Swinburne's savage assault, and
scys:

‘‘So living poets write of those that are
gone,

And o'er the Eagle thus Bantam
crows.”

I
In the same poetic “Letter” to Byron,

a ‘‘Dead Author,” the gifted and sane
Lang writes in due appreciation:

“The Germans, too, those men of blood
and iron,

Os all our poets chiefly, swear by Byton.”
\

Then he concludes bis “Letter” to the
man long ago gone—in 1824:

\

‘‘Farewell, thou Titan, fairer than the
gods!

Farewell, farewell, thou swift and
lovely spirit.

Thou splendid warrior with the world at
odds,

Unpraised, unpraisable, beyond thy
merit;

Chased, like Orestes, by the furies’ rods,
Like him at length thy peace dost thou

inherit;
Beholding whom, men think how fairer

far

Than all the steadfast stars the wander-
ing star.”

\

H. A. Taine, a most original inter-
preter of men of genius, in his very able,
picturesque and extremely entertaining as
well as informing work that appeared in
1872, bearing- the title “History of Eng-
lish Literature”—a work of substantial
worth, and unlike altogether similar at-
tempts, has much to say in praise of By-

ron. He devotes 41 of his octavo pages

to a study of the writer he holds to have
been “the greatest and most English of
these poets”—The host of authors who

had preceded him, and declares at the
very outset of his masterly study of the
Englishman, he himself being French, that
“he is so great and so English that from
him alone we shall learn more truths of
his century and of his age than from all
the rest together.” He says that while he
lived he was “banned,” and being deed

the attempt is made to depreciate liis
genius. While critics of the Saintsbury,
Swinburne stripe even deny merit to his
prose, and ridicule it, the best critics of
seventy-five years have found extraordi-
nary charm and force in his letters and
journal. But Taine has a clearer vision
and better judgment, unwarped by pas-

sion and prejudice, for he is not a country-

man of Byron. He says: “riis journal,
his familiar letters, ail his unstudied
prose, is, as it were, trembling with wit,
anger, enthusiasm; Since Saint Sirnon ive

have not seen more lift* like confidences.

I All styles appear dull, and all souls slug-

I gish by the side of his.”
THEODORE BRYANT KINGSBURY.

Wilmington, N.'C., July 14, 1903.
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ELON COLLEGE
Opens September 3rd, 1903. For cata-

logue and other particulars write Dr. J-

U. Newman, Dean of the Faculty, Elon

College, N. C.

VIRGINIACOLLEGE
For YOUNG LADIES, Roanoke, Va.

Opens Sept. 21,1903. Oneofthe leading Schools
lor Young Ladies in the South. New buildings,
pianosandequipment. Campusten acres. Grand
mountain scenery in Valley ot Virginia, famed
for health. European aud American teachers.
Full course. Conservatory advantages in Art,
Music and Elocution. Certificates Wellesley.
Students from 30 States. For catalogue address
MATTIE F. HARRIS, President, Roanoke, Va.

Roanoke s
c °LL

v.
GE ’

Cources for Degrees; also a Commercial
Crurse. Able Faculty. Library, 22,000
volumes; working laboratory; good moral
influences; six churches; no bar-rooms.
Healthful mountain location. Very mod-
erate expenses. 51st year begins Sept. 23.

Catalogue free. Address,
PROF. L. McREYNOLDS, Sec’y.

It Costs Nothing
Except a Postal Card to get a catalogue of

Red Springs Seminary
The Famous College for Girls

If you have a daughter to educate, it
will interest you. It will cost but a cent
and may save you many dollars.
Address REV. C. G. VARDELL, D. D.,

Red Springs, N. C-

(Summer address, Blowing Rock. N. C.)
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and
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Save Ti:r:c and Money
For particulars, address, stating m:s and sex of student

Chancellor WM. V/. SMITH, A. M., L.L.D.
College Park, Lynchburg, Va.

EDGEWORTH
Boarding and Day School

FOR GIRLS.
Re-opens September 241h, 1903. 42nd

year.

MRS. 11. P. LEFEBVRE,
MISS E. D. HUNTLEY,

Principals.
122-24 West Franklin St., Baltimore Md.

NOTRE DAME OF MARYLAND
College for Women ami Preparatory School for Girlr.

Regular and Elective Courses. Extensive Grounds. Spa-
cious Buildings. Conducted by school,Sistemof N< lie
Dame. Location unsurpassed, suburbs of lJallimorc.

ChorlcM Street Avenue, ltultlmorc, ild.

The Baltimore Medical College.
Excellent teaching facilities; large la-

boratories; capacious hospitals and dis-
pensary; large clinics.

Address, DAVID STREETT, M. D., Dean.

712 Park Avenue, Baltimore, Md.

Southern
Female College

PETERSBURG. VA.

A beautiful school for girls. After the lushest Vir-
ginia standards. Ideal climate ami location. Moderate
rates. Modem equipment, illustrated catalogue free.

ARTIIUKKYLE DAVIS, A. M., President.
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

HORNER
Military School

Oxford, N. C.
Boarding School uuder Military Discip-

line with advantages of home training.

Prepares for Colleges and Universities.

Two students secured appointments in

Government Schools this year.

Base-ball, Foot ball and Athletic Field

surrounded by Quarter-mile running track
on campus.

Fifty-third year begins Sept. 2, 1903.

J. C. HORNER,
Principal.

Atlanta College of Pharmacy
Free Dispensary; only college operating

an actual drug store. Greater demand for
our graduates than w-e can supply. Ad-
dress George F. Payne, Dean, 9 W. North
Ave., Atlanta, Ga.

I EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

Oxford Seminary
1850 Oxford, N. C. 1903
Apply for beautifully illustrated Cata-

j logue containing views of Grounds, Build-
ings, Dormitories, Society Hall, Labora-
tory, Classes of 1903 and of 1904.

Board and full Literary Tuition for an-

J nual session $l4O.

F. P. HOBQOOD, Prest.

Guilford College Year
j Four courses leading to the bachelor’s

I degree.
A course of two years in Bible study.

Excellent library and laboratories.
Faculty of twelve members.
Five well arranged buildings.
Good water supply.
Elevation a thousand feet.
Electric light plant being installed.
Location on a 300 acre dairy farm.
Charges moderate.
Next term will open September Ist.

For catalogue address the president.
L. L. HOBBS,

Guilford College, N. C.

Mary Baldwin Seminary TJff 1
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA.

I Term begins Sept. 3rd, ISO3. fit Shenandoah Valley
of Virginia. 286 students from 27 States past session.
Terms moderate. Enter anv time. Serai for catalog.

Miss E.'C. WEIMAH, Principal
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WEAK STOMACHS
MADE STRONG BY USING

Duffy’s Pure Malt Whiskey.
Cholera morbus, diarrhoea, dysentery and

all other summer complaints, speedily cured
by Duffy's Pure Malt Whiskey. Put a tea-
spoonful of Duffy’s Fnro Malt Whiskey in
every glass of drinking water and you will
not do troubled with these summer diseases.
Duffy’s Pure Malt Whiskey tones the system
and keeps the organs healthy aud active. It
kills the disease germs.

Keep young, strong and vigorous by us-
ing Duffy’s Pure Malt Whiskey. Bold at all
druggists, grocers, or direct, at $1 a bottle.
Duffy Malt Whiskey Co., Rochester, N. Y.
Medical booklet free.

Baptist Female University,
RALEIGH. N. C.

The Baptist Female University will be prepared to do better work next session
than ever before. In addition to the $1,500 previously expended on equipment for
the Chemical and Biological Laboratories, the Department of Physics will be equip-
ped with SSOO worth of new apparatus and appliances for illustrating, mechanics,
magnetism, hydraulics, optics, acoustics and atmospherical phenomena. This de-
partment will be under the charge of a Bachelor of Science of the Chicago Uni-
versity. (

The History and Language rooms will be furnished with new sets of maps and
globes. The Department of Mathematics will be supplied with a new transit and a
set of geometrical figures.

In the Departments of English, literature will be taught by a Doctor of Philo-
sophy of Chicago University, and the language will bG taught by a graduate of
Hollins Institute, who afterwards took a B. A. degree from the Richmond College
for Men. J

The Department of Music has made a reputation throughout the State. It will
be uuder the Directorship of Mr. Wade R. Brown, President of the Music Teachers'
Association in the State, and Vice-President of the Music Teachers’ Association in
the South. Among his assistants will be two out of the only three graduate teach
ers of the Clavier system in the South.

The regular work in the schools of Art, Elocution and Business, will be kept up
to the former standard.

School of the Bible, under a full graduate of Newton Theological Seminary.
Os the twenty-one teachers in the Faculty all save three give themselves entire'y

to one department each thus doing the wark of specialists. One hour is devoted to
epch recitation, instead of the usual half hour or forty-five minutes in girls’ schools.

The cost of board, room, heats, lights, literary tuition, and all incidental fees,
is $167.50 per session.

The Club Department where many of our finest girls do their own work at a
saving of from $45 to $55 a session, offers a fine opportunity to young women who
are willing to work an hour a day. R. j.VANN, President,

For Further information address Raleigh, N, C.

Capital Stock $30,000. (incorporated.) • Raleigh, N. C. and Charlotte, N. C.
BUSINESS—When you come to think about going away to school, send for College

fournal and Special offers of the LEADING BUSINESS and SHORTHAND SCHOOLS

CLARE M0 NT ~COLLEGE
For GIRLS and YOUNG WOMEN,

A noted health resort. Pure mountain air and wa-

ter. No malaria, and pretty mountain scenery. Como-
dious buildings beautifully located. Pleas an t home
life, under religious influences, Faculty of so u r t e e n

competent teachers. Best advantages in Music, Art.

Elocution in all departments. (Rates most reasonable.)

European-American Conservatory of Music. Dr. Jno-

xl !¦- . ibi.ll „ H. Norman, Mus. Doc., Oxford, England and Leip-
'm '

zig, Germany, Director. Write for catalogue.

A. J. BOLIN, President.

1793=THE BINGHAM! §OHOOL=I9O3-04
Located on tho Asheville Plateau since 1891. Military. U. 8. Ann v < iffioer deta Iled 2 4 states and Cuba re pro-

seated. 48 only sons, of the School, during 110th year. $1585.00 FOK IIALr-iiKM.

Address. COL. K. BINGHAM, Supt.. Mot 051, Asheville, N. C.

ST. MARY S SCHOOL
The Sixty-first Annual Session begins September 15th. The Easter
Term begins January 2Sth. j

St. Mary’s School offers instruction in the following departments: The
Preparatory School, the College, the Art School, the Musical School, the
Business School.

There are two hundred and forty-eight students, representing nine
dioceses. Faculty of twenty five. Much of the equipment is new; eight
new pianos bought this year.

St. Mary’s Kindergarten is located in the center of the city under
Miss Louise T. Busbce’s charge.

For Catalogue, address, RSV..T, D. BRATTON, D.D.

The North Carolina

State Normal and Indutrial College
COURSES

LITERARY COMMERCIAL
CLASSICAL DOMESTIC SCIENCE

SCIENTIFIC MANUAL TRAINING
PEDAGOGICAL MUSIC

Five courses leading to diplomas. Advanced courses leading to degrees. Well
equipped practice and observation school.. Faculty numbers 40. Board, laundry,
tuition, and fees for use of text books, etc., $l4O a year. For non-residents
of the State $l6O. Twelfth annual session begins September 15, 1903. To secure
board in the dormitories all free-tuition applications should be made before July
15th. Correspondence invited from those desiring competent teachers and ste-
nographers. For catalogue and other information address

Charles D. Mclver, President,
Greensboro, N. C.

—Louisburg College-
In selecting a School for your Daughters four things are to be considered

Healthfulness of Location, Thoroughness of Instruction, Carefulness of Training
Expenses. Louisburg College meets the requirements in all of these particulars
For catalogue or further particulars address

M. S. DAVIS, A.M„Principal,
LOUISBURG, N. C.
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