
HERMAN HUSBANDS AND
WAR OFJHE REGULATORS

Thomas E. Watson Devotes a Whole Chapter to That
Early Struggle for Liberty in His Life and

Times of Thomas Jefferson.
The Atlanta Constitution is printing

every Sunday a page or two of the “Life
and Times of Thomas Jefferson,” by Hon.
Thomas E. Watson, which he designs as

the first part of a comprehensive History

of the United States. In the last issue,
Mr. Watson devotes chapter five to
the War of the Regulators in North Caro-
lina led by Herman Husbands. So much
has been written in North Carolina about
that early struggle, and the opinions of
North Carolina writers are so conflicting,
that the view taken of it by an impartial
student of history like Mr, Watson will
have deep interest for North Carolinians.
We therefore publish it in full as follows:

The spirit of antagonism which was
growing between royal officers and the
people of the colonies led to a blood crisis
in North Carolina. On the one side was
the ruling class which seemed disposed to
make the most of the opportunity to plun-
der the tax-payers; on the other were the
masses who were disposed to resist the
local wrongs with the same courage which
had been ishown in opposition to the stamp
act. The Governor of North Carolina at
thiß time was Tryon, a bold, able, un-
scrupulous man. He was- at this time
squandering seventy odd thousand dollars
in building for himself a splendid palace,
and taxes were increased to meet the
heavy drains. Like master, like man; the
spirit of extortion beginning with the
Governor ran along down the line to the
lowest bailiff. Promises of redress of griev-
ances had been made but had not been
kept. Things were going from bad to
worse. The discontented held meetings to
“inquire whether the freemen of the coun-
try labored under an abuse of power, and,
if so, what measures should be taken.”
The regulators sprang into existence.
This was the first organized resistance to
British tyranny sinde Bacon’s glorious re-
bellion in Virginia. These freemen of
North Carolina adopted resolutions to pay
only such taxes as were agreeable to lawr
and applied to the purposes therein named,
and to pay no officer more than his legal
fees.

The North Carolina patriots were led by
Herman Husbands, a large land owner of
Quaker ancestry, related to Benjaman *•

Franklin. There was no blemish upon his |
character, and his motives’at this crisis I
were precisesly the same as those which ;
inspired Patrick Henry and Samuel
Adams. His pen wrote the resolutions al-
leady mentioned, resolutions which no just
government would have condemned.

Governor Tryon put Husbands under ar-
rest, and dragged him off to Hillsborough.

I’he people rose to his rescue and set him
free. The royal officers collected a body
of troopers, rode 50 miles after
seized him and flung him into jail. The
regulators ran to arm (May, 1768), but
Husbands had been released on bond. On
May 21, 1768, the regulators held a general
meeting, and appointed two of their num-
ber to present an address, their appeal for
justice to the Governor. The paper was
laid before the council, which decided that
the alleged abuses did not excuse the con-
duct of the regulators—-which conduct if
persisted in would amount to high trea-

son.
In the meantime the Gvernor was will-

ing to publish a proclamation admonish-
ing all royal officers to be good. The
burning hearts of patriots were soothed
by the further assurance that the attorney
general would prosecute every one of his
brother officers who had done anything
wrong! These soft answers failed to turn
away the wrath of our ancestors. They
had heard such talk before, and knew its
value. The regulators continued to as-
semble, to enlist their men and to train
them to use of arms; and the Governor
raised a large body of troops. He ordered
the regulators to disperse, and demand
hostages for the appearance of Husbands

to stand trial for riot. The hostages were
refused, but the Governor was told that
if he would summon a new assembly, par-
don past disturbances, and allow the dis-
affected to come i>eaeeably and lay their
grievances before him and the new as-
sembly, they would disband and would
pay their taxes.

Husbands stood his trial and was ac-
quitted. Other regulators were less for-
tunate; they were convicted, imprisoned
and made to pay fines of $250 each.

The worst offender among the royal offi-
cers, Colonel Edumund Fanning, was
tried at the same term of court on six
distinct indictments charging him with
extortion. He was found guilty in each

case. What punishment was inflicted
upon this criminal who was using his
position to rob the poor? HE WAS
FINED ONE PENNY IN EACH CASE!

Is it any wonder the people were
wrought up to madness? Smarting under
wrongs which they had tried in every

way to peaceably escape, they lost all
confidence in the royal officers, high and
low, and determined to do themselves
that justice which was denied them by
their rulers. Courts -were broken up,

prisoners rescued, officers defied, violent
hands were laid upon the persons of law-
yers, and some of the king’s learned at-
torneys were dragged from the bar and
vulgarly beaten. Edmund Fanning was
not only assaulted and battered, but his
house demolished.

Why, why were grievances not re-
dressed, abuses abolished? Why should
those in authority never pour that kind of
oil on the troubled waters?

At the close of 1770 the general assem-
bly met at Newbern. The Governor’s
magnificent palace had just been com-
pleted, and he received the members there-
in; and he immediately demanded the rais-
ing of an army to put down the regula-
tors.

Herman Husbands had been elected to
this assembly; they expelled him. He
had written for The Gazette an article
which did not please, and this pretense
served as an excuse for getting rid of him.

This legislature passed an act making it
a crime for more than ten citizens to hold
a public meeting “for the disturbance of
the peace’*; Orange county, which had
elected Husbands, was cut into three new
counties; and a proclamation was issued
prohibiting the sale of powder, shot or
lead.

Gathering a large force, Governor Tryon

marched into Orange county, and t|ie re-

gulators, with their families, fled in ter-

ror. Their crops were destroyed, their
homes burned, and they themselves de-

clared outlaws. Their property was con-

fiscated and seized. The bolder spirits
finally mustered at Great Alamance creek
to await the Governor’s little army. They

had no artillery, not much ammunition,
and many of them had no guns. It was a
straggling, unorganized crowd, not an
army. Again they prayed for the redress
of their grievances, the righting of their
wrongs. The Governor's reply was that

I he had done all he intended to do; and
that they must submit, pay taxes, and

return to their homes.

Tryon was a man of energy of charac-
ter, and his subsequent career in New
York demonstrated it, and he felt that
with his artillery and superiority of ma-
terial and equipment, his success was
certain. He gave the patiots one hour
to consider! There were two thousand of
these regulators, and they had passed be-
yond the stage of wisdom. For four or
five years the people had endured wrongs,

had protested, had been promised reforms,
and had been deceived. Those who op-
pressed them could neither be checked nor
punished. If convicted, the evildoers were
let go. unwhipped of justice. Leaders of
the people who rose against law-breakers
had languished in prison, while the law-
breakers, duly convicted in open court,
escaped justice by reason of Tryon’s pro-
tection. And noAv after all these years of
misrule came the Governor with arms in
his hand, and a one hour limit on his
tongue, paying to the freemen of North
Carolina, disperse, submit, pay taxes, or
he would fire them. No wonder the
hot blood of these Anglo-Saxons boiled
within them: no wonder that their rash
leply was, “FIRE AND BE DAMNED!”

Not at once did the royal troops obey
Governor Tryon’s order to begin battle.
They were North Carolinians also, and
they shrank from this brother-killing
strife. But no promptings of humanity
can resist military discipline, and when
Tryon, inflamed with anger, rose in his
stirrups and shouted again:

“FIRE! FIRE! on them or on me!” his
troops opened fire upon the regulators.

The result could hardly be in serious
doubt. The regulators were broken, and
they fled the field, leaving twenty of their
number dead, besides the wounded and
those captured. The ropal forces lost nine
killed and sixty-one wounded. (1) Cap-
tain Few, one of the leaders of the regu-

lators, was strung up to the limb of a
tree the next day, without trial, and

strangled with a rope. Others were tried
for high treason, convicted and put to
death.

Upon the head of Herman Husbands, a
price was set—ssoo and a thousand acres
of land! A royal proclamation authorized
any citizen to shoot him on sight. But he
escaped, and made his way to Pennsyl-
vania. Tryon and his henchman, Fanning,
soon went back to the north, their pock-
ets full; leaving one of the fairest
portions of North Carolina a picture of
desolation, and leaving the taxpayers to
groan under a heavy load of illegally made
public debt.

Fugitives fleeing from the misgovern-
ment and the merciless persecution of
this royal Governor Tryon passed over
the mountains, and rested their tired feet
in the pleasant valleys beyond—in the fu-
ture Tennesseee.

Os all the colonial Governors, Tryon is
said to have been the most popular with
the authorities in England; and yet Mr.
Sydney George Fisher marvels at the lack
of love shown by the colonists for their
mother country.

Is it true that the royal government was
corrupt, oppressive? Is it true that Fan-
ning was haughty, cruel, exhorbitant? Is
it true that he- and the Governor were
but accomplices in plundering the people
over whom they had been put?

Long after the butchery at Alamance
and the burnings in Orange, this official
report was made to Lord Dartmouth in
London by Tryon\s successor, Martin: “I
can assure your lordship that these people
were grievously oppressed.”

Tryon and Farming were tories, despis-
ing the North Carolina Whigs. They had
gone down there to make money; and they
made it.

When the Revolutionary War broke out,
they fought the Americans, as they had
done in North Carolina.

Fanning, the arch-oppressor, raised a
Tory regiment in New York; and, after
the war, became a general in the British
army, and Governor of Prince Edward
Island.

Tryon was the author of the New York
plot to kidnap Washington, and, if neces-
sary, assassinate him. He was the soul
of Tory resistance in the North.

To what extent were these insurgents
of 1771 the forerunners of the men of
Lexington and Concord? Remember that
North Carolina had taken up arms to
oppose the landing of the stamps; remem-
ber that this insurrection had been suc-
cessful.

That was in 1765. Who can doubt that
the example sunk deep into the hearts of
the people?

Therefore, when Tryon taxed them to
build his extrvagant palace, vrhen of-
ficers of the law practiced extortion and
fraud, when money raised for one purpose

was used for another, is it any wonder
that the people should agitate tW» ques-

tion, should assemble for discussion,

should pass resolutions, and should en-

deavor to bring popular pressure to bear
upon the Governor?

Listen to the declaration drawn up by

Herman Husbands, and read to the court
of Orange county at its August session,
1766—the year following the stamp act
tumults:

“While the sons of liberty had with-
stood the lords of parliament in behalf
of true liberty, the officers under them
ought not to carry on unjust oppressions
in the province: that in order! thereto, ns
there Avere many evils complained of in
Ihe county of Orange, they ought to be
redressed. If there be none, jealousy
ought to be removed from the minds of ’
the people.”

The paper went on to urge that public *
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I meetings should be held, at places where

there should be no liquor, to take these
grave matters into consideration, to in-
quire Avhat evils existed, and to adopt

methods of correcting them if any ex-

isted.
Surely nothing could be more temperate

than this. Here was no rash incendiary,
drunk merely on his unruly passions.
Here was an appeal to reason, to common
sense, to facts, to sane judgment. The

case a\'Hs not even prejudiced. It was
not dogmatically stated that wrongs did
exist. The AvTong-doers were not ar-

raigned by name. No! Herman Hus-
bands merely declared that the people
were complaining of Avrongs, that there
ought not to be any unjust oppression, and
that if there were any it should be re-
dressed. He did not seek to dictate meth-
ods of redress. That was to be left to the
people in mass meeting. *

When the meetings were held, and the

existence of grievances was established,
the resolutions set no law at defiance. On
the contrary, the regulators pledged them-
selves to pay lawful fees and laAvful taxes,
and illegal fees they pledged themselves
not to pay. Bear in mind that the great
mass of the people in North Carolina were
poor.

Ready money was extremely scarce. The

fcAvest number owned slaves. They had
no big cities flourishing on commerce.
They had no mines and manufactures.
They lived on small farms, in small houses,
doing their own work, digging a hard liv-

i ing out of the ground, and having no sur-
plus crops to bring money to their pock-
ets. North Carolina, like Georgia and
Connecticut, was almost a pure demo-
cracy.

Therefore, illegal taxes and exhorbitant
fees and court costs were a real hardship.
A new seventy thousand dollar palace for
the British Governor seemed a monstrous
abuse —as, under all the circumstances, it

Avns. And when Edmund Fanning, a roy-
alist carpet-bagger, came doAvn adventur-
ously into their State, became the Gov-
ernor’s pet, ran the fee for a marriage
license up to sls. and charged $1 for at-
testing a deed officially—growing rapidly
rich upon a system of plunder of Avhieh
these two instances are but examples—the
people of North Carolina felt the situation
to be intolerable. Had there been one
extortioner, had the abuse stopped at Try-

on and Fanning, the burden might have
been patiently borne —so vast is the ca-
pacity of the people to endure official
legalized spoliation. But when every of-
ficer set himself to imitate his chiefs, it
AA*as as though a sawrm of locusts had
been sent to devour the substance of these
poor, pitiable people.

Their cause being just, why was their
failure so complete? They Avere not
skilfully led. The movement was not

made general. It confined itself too
closely to Orange county. It was not
widely organized. The more violent spirits
committed too many excesses- The re-
bellion put itself in the wrong by its
riotous attacks upon individuals, and pri-
vate property. It alarmed too many vest-
ed interests.

Such men as John Ashe and Colonel
Waddell went in arms to fight under the
royal bunner, just as the Randolphs, the
Laes, and Washingtons would have
done in Virginia had the ex-
tremists there taken up arms too
soon. It Avas one thing co rise
against Great Britain’s stamp distributor;

it was another to make war upon the

home government. Many and many a pa-

triotic Virginian Avho had gloried in Pat-
rick Henry’s speeches, disapproved his
armed march upon Williamsburg in 1775
when Dunmore had removed the powder.
Prudent, slow-but-sure George Washing-
ton refused to have anything to do with
it, although the men of Albemarle assem-
bled, and called to him to lead them. Pru-
dent Pendleton and cautious Randolph
frowned upon the reckless audacity of
Henry and his men.

Only when success had crowned the rash
movement did Patrick win praise from
every tongue, and become the uncrowned'
king of Virginia.

But although the regulators managed
badly and failed, it must be owned that
they were actuated by the true spirit of
liberty. Theirs aas* the divine indigna-
tion which drives men to resist oppres- ;
sion. No private grudge inflamed them,
no sordid motive of any sort appears in
their speeches, their resolutions, or their
conduct. They stood for principle, for
right, for honest government—that mucin
nothing more. Their cause was not the
quarrel of an hour—it was the struggle
of the ages, tjie effort of the weak and
Ihe downtrodden to throw off the yoke
and break the chain.

All remonstrance proving null, all peti-
tions for relief going to nought, they stood
at Alamance to fight, as the Anglo-Saxon
loving just treatment, has always done—-
as Hampden did, as CronnA'ell did.

“Disperse, ye rebels!’’ cries Royal Of-
ficer Pitcairn at Lexington; and because [
the brave militia of the north stood their
ground history makes heroes of them —

most properly.
“Disperse, or I’ll fire,” shouts Royal

Tryon at Alamance four years prior to
Lexington.

“Fire and be damned!” the rebels ai>

sAA er back.
Was not the spirit the same? Should

not the historian immortalize these men
also? Would he be much in error if he
declared the patriots A\ho were shot down
there, and those who were hanged on
trees and gibbets there, were the first
hero-martyrs of American independence.

“Surrender! brave men, surrender!”
cried the English to the old guard at Wa-
terloo.

“Go to hell!" (or words more unprint-
able) shouts the dauntless Cambronne,
while the old guard draws back its iron
squares, muskets blazing along its every
side as night falls upon them, and upon
France.

And history says “sublime!” And it
was sublime, memorable to the end of the
world.

But in Avhat essential respect were these
men of Alamance less brave, when they
looked into the muzzle of the guns, and
sternly shouted back to Tryon’s challenge,
“Fire and be damned”?

A voluminous “History of the American
People” has recently been published, con-
sisting of a serried array of pictures,
maps, plans, sac-similes, rare prints, pho-
tographs of old documents, hand bills
scraps of ancient newspapers, and quite
a lot of other tilings raked out of plunder-
rooms, museums and curiosity shops. In-
cidentally there is considerable reading
matter, whose author is Dr. Woodrow
Wilson. There are five bulky volumes of
this stuff, and page 164 of volume 11., thelearned president of Princeton finds space
for one sentence on the rebellion in North

FREE.
An Old Reliable Cure for

BLOODED SKIN
Diseases, Cancer, Ulcers,

Scrofula, Eczema, Etc.

The proprietor* of tbi* paper know
that Botanic Blood Balm (B. B. B.) is a
famous Southern Blood Cure, but to
quickly introduce B. B. B. Into new homes
10,000 treatment* will be giren away t*
readers of this paper.

Botanic Blood Balm quickly cures old
ulcers, scrofula, eczema, itching skin and
blood humors, cancer, swellings, persist-
ent wart or sore, eating, festering sores,
boils, carbuncles, pimples or offensive
eruptions, pains in bones or jeinta,
rheumatism, catarrh, or any blood
trouble, all run down feeling, thin blood,
pale skin. Botanic Blood Balm kills the
poison in the system which is the direct
cause of these troubles, heals »7ery sore
•r pimple, makes the blood pure and
rich and stops all aches and pains.
Botanic Blood Balm thoroughly tested for
30 years in hospital and private practice,
has cured thousands of cases given
up as hopeless, sold at most drug stores,
$1 per bottle. For free treatment write
to Bloed Balm Co., 109 Mitchell St., At-
lanta, Ga. Medicine sent at once, pre-
paid. Describe trouble and free medical
advice given until cured. B. B. B. cures
especially the deep-seated old cases that
have failed under doctors or patent medi-
cine treatment. Cost* nothing to try

Botanic Blood Balm. *o write at once

An Ideal Trip
Go to Boston via Rail or Water Line

and then take the palatial steamers of the

Plant Line
FROM

Boston to Halifax
and also to Prince Edward Island, New-
foundland and the East. This is the ideal
trip in

APRIL, MAY AND JUNE.

For particulars see any railroad agent,
or address,

J. A. FLANDERS, Pass. Agt.,
20 Atlantic Avenue,

Boston, Mass.

Ifin Want of a Good

Fertilizer
FOR

Tobacco & Cotton
WRITE TO

TRAVERS
® Company.

(BRANCH V.-C. C. CO.)

RICHMOND, VA.
BRANDS: |

Capital Tobacco Fertilizer.

National Special Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Fertilizer.
Beef Blood and Bone F ertilizer.
Capital Bope —Potash Compound.

Travers’ Dissolved Bone Phosphate.

Champion Acid Phosphate.

j Carolina. Think of it! Nearly two thou-
, sand pages of alleged history, and just

one short sentence to the tragic chapter in
the story of the South! And Avliat is that
one sentence?

“In North Carolina there was next year
a sudden blaze of open rebellion against
the extravagant exactions of William Try-
on, the adventurer who was royal Gov-
ernor there; and only blood extinguished
it.”

Cold, cold, is the pen which thus traces
Ihe heart-breaking struggles of a gallant
people toward their liberties.

The “sudden” blaze had lasted more
than three years; the “open rebellion” was
resistance to armed invaders who were
laying Avaste to the crops and burning the
homes of the people.

The battle of Alamance, Avhere three
thousand men fought, and artillery was
used, is not so much as mentioned in Dr,
Woodrow Wilson's book.

The Boston street row, where a handful
rioted and three Avere killed, not only
gets chronicled under its historic name of
the "Boston massacre,” but occupies six
pages Avith illustrative matter and half a
page of Dr. Wilson’s text!

Six Rattlesnakes in One Box.

(CataAvba County Ncavs.)
1 1 p at Old Fort,’ said Mr. Long, Ex-

press agent, reminiscently, ‘‘there Avas a
man Avho did all kinds of stunts with
snakes and other reptilians. He would
catch half a dozen ratt’esuakes and bring
them down to the depot for shipment to
lovers of that kind of curiosity. I didn’t
lcnoAV his habits when I first Avent there
and one day he came in Avith an inifoeent.
looking box for shipment, ft was billed
out and nothing more thought of it until
the train arrived. I grabbed it up to
take it out and the thing began to give
out a peculiar rattling sound. I looked
in a crack to see Avihat Avas stirring up
the racket and something bit at me
from the inside. I dropped it quick for
it contained six rattlesnakes Avith enough
poison in their fangs to have cleaned out
the t,oAAr n. I still carry a few gray hairs
as a reminder of the experience.”

BOOKS CLOSED.

The books of the North Carolina Rail-
road Company for the purpose of trans-
acting stock are closed until the Ist of
August, 1903. D. H. McLean, secretary and
treasurer. 7-11-20 t.

RHEUMATISM
An All tHe Year Round Disease.

Rheumatism does not come and go with winter
time always; in fact some suffer more during the
Spring and Summer than at any other season. When
the blood is charged with Uric Acid, Alkaliand other
irritatingpoisons, then the system is in the right
condition for Rheumatism to develop, and an attack
is liable to come at any time, Winter or Summer.

Rheumatism, because it attacks different parts of
the body, and is sudden or slow in its action, is given
various names such as acute and chronic, muscular,
articular, inflammatory,mercurial and sciatic, but it is
the same old acid blood that causes all. Some are

constant sufferers, while others have only occasional spells of Rheumatism,
but either kind is wearing upon the constitution, and in time produces
stiffness in the muscles and joints, and sometimes the acids thrown off by
the blood settle upon the valves of the
heart and ends suddenly and fatally.

It won’t do to let Rheumatism
run on. It is a dangerous disease, and
you can never tell where it is going to
strike. Home remedies, plasters, lini-
ments and such things as produce
counter-irritation, are soothing and
may relieve the pain temporarily, but
the polluted, acid blood cannot be
reached by external applications.

Rheumatism must be treated
through the blood, and no remedy
brings such prompt and lasting relief
as S. S. S. It attacks the disease in

Portland, Ind., Jan. 10,1903. ‘!
After being terribly crippled tot

three years with Rheumatism, and
having tried well known remedies X
could get no relief. And having
read of the wonderful effects of
B. S. S., I concluded to try it, and
am happy to say that I was entirsl*
cured, and am able to work as well
aa I ever did.
I cheerfully recommend S. 8. 8. to

all eufforers of this terrible disease,
and will say that if they will con-
tinue the treatment, as per direc-
tions, they will find a permanent,
cure. H. W. SEES.

the blood, neutralizes the acids, and
removes all irritating poisons and effete matter from the system.

S. S. S. strengthens and enriches the thin acid blood, and, as it circu-
lates through the body, the corroding, gnawing poisons and acid deposits
are dislodged and washed out of the muscles and joints, and the sufferersss is happily relieved from the discomforts

and misery of Rheumatism.
S. S. S, is a purely vegetable remedy, 1

does not contain any Potash or mineral
of any kind, and can be taken with
safety by old and young.

Rheumatic sufferers who write US
about their case will receive valuable aid and helpful advice from our
physicians, for which no charge is made. We will mail free our special
book on Rheumatism, which is the result of years of practical experience in
treating this disease. It contains much interesting information about all
Undsof Rheumatism. JW£ SWIFT SPECIFIC CO., ATLANTA,BA.

THE WHEAT CROP
OF LAST YEAR WAS THE
LARGEST IN MANY YFARS

Our Fertilizers were more generally i'S“ ¦*

in the State4han all others, and are

The Best for All Fall Cross.
They make the stuff GROW. Ask for and

take nothing but goods made by

DURHAM FERTILIZER CO.,
Branch V. C. C. Co.. DURHAM. W. ft

Prices and Particulars for the Aftklr

FARMERS! FARMERS! I
Get Only the Best Fertilizers for Youi

CROPS.^.
Our Brands Are Unsurpassed for Corn. Cotton and Tobacco

WRIT* TO—-

OLD DOMINION GUANO GO,,
•RANCH V.-O. C. CO.,

NORFOLK. Virginia.
A. FIW OF OUR L HADING BRAND* AH£

\

Old Dominion Soluble Guano. Farmers’ Friend
Farmers’ Friend High Grade Fertilizer,
Osceola Tobacco Guano (has no equal).

Planters' Bone and Potash O. D. High Grads Bone Phosphate
Royster’s High Grade Acio Phosohafe,

ESTABLISHED iß6f,

ALLISON & ADDISON
MANUFACTURF.KS.

FERTILIZERS!!
RICHMOND, - . - VIRGINIA.
Offer the following: brands for tfte Cotton, Corn and
Tobacco Crops s

stir ij| rand Special Tobacco Manure
“McGavock” Special Potash Mixture,

Anchor Brand Tobacco Fertilizer,
Acid Phosphate,

B. # P. POTASH MIXTURE
PATENTED. ,

Whatever may be the merits of other fertilizers, no one
can go wrong in using these which are so well made, are
fully guaranteed, and have been so bng and so thoragbl*
tested
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