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ANOTHER VIEW OF REGULATORS
To the Editor: That Mr. Watson

is a student of history can not

be denied. That he is an impartial
writer of history, however, one after read-

ing his article in last Sunday's News and

Observer, may well doubt. It is simply

a rehash of Hermun Husband's own story,

put in better language, and more dramatic

form. In other words, it is merely a

statement by a party to a bitter contro-
versy, a controversy in which the strong-

est passions of human nature were arous-

ed, and, in his own defense. So in this
particular it is not history at all. There is

no calm. Judicial statement ol facts as

they occurred, no impartial summing up,

no definite and distinct determination
upon all the facts. Instead, it is a spe

cial plea by an eloquent advocate and par-

tisan for the canonization of the Regula-

tors.
Again, it is not history, because it is

inaccurate in its statement of facts, and
many of these inaccuracies are identically
the same as those contained in Husband s

book. These inaccuracies I will state i/i

the order that they appear in the article
of Mr. Watson: Ist. “Governor Tryon
put Husbands under arrest and dragged
him to Hillsboro. The people rose to his j
rescue and set him JV»e.” Nothing of the
sort occurred. 2nd. he royal officer col-
lected a body of tr >ers, rode 50 miles
after Husbands, sen him and flung him
into jail.” This st nent is misleading.
Husbands and Wm. utler were arrested
at Sandy Creek by t sheriff of the coun-

ty with the aid of »
posse of 27 citizens

of Hillsboro and its environs, and carried
to Hillsboro and placed in jail there.
There was no royal officer.nor troopers, of
the posse, and the prisoners were released
on bail on the night of their arrival at

Hillsboro. Nor was an arbitrary or illegal

arrest. The warrant was issued upon the
procurement of Fanning by Thomas
Lloyd, upon information that they were
the instigators of the Hillsboro riot and
rescue of April, 1768. At the trial in
September, 1768, Husbands was acquitted
and Butler convicted.

3rd. “He,” Governor Tryon, at the Sep-
tember Court, 1768, “ordered the Regula-
tors to disperse and demanded hostages ;
for the appearance of Husbands to stand
trial for riot.” Nothing of this sort oc- J
curred. As a matter of fact, both Hus- j
bands and Butler were excepted from al!
the negotiations for that period.

4th. “Husbands stood his trial and was j
acquitted. Other Regulators were less
fortunate, they were convicted, imprison- i
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ed and made to pay fines of $250.00.” This,

too, is a misstatement. They wre con

victed but Governor Tryon immediately re-

mitted the imprisonment and suspended

the payment of the fines for six months.

And indeed, all the Regulators were m

1769 pardoned for all offences committed
before October 3rd, 1768.
'

The acquittal of Husbands was accom-
plished with the aid of two lawyers, and
to them he gave his notes for their fees.

They were afterwards compelled to sue
upon those notes. Husbands plead durers
and upon this issue the Jury found against

him.
sth. ‘‘Col Edmund Fanning was tried

at the same term of the court on six dis-
tinct indictments charging him with ex-

tortion. He was found guilty in each ease.
. . He was fined one penny in eacli

case.” The truth is lie was iound guilty
in only one case. Bill of indictments were
probably sent against him in other cases,
but the court record shows only one case,
one trial and one conviction. On that mo-
tions in arrest of judgment and for a new
trial were made and argued and tiie court
took an advisary upon them until the

next term. Meantime Fanning submitted
the record to the Attorney General of

England, de Gray, and Mr. John
of London, and each gave an opinion sus-
taining his contention. In the subsequent

huily-burly the case disappeared from the
docket. Suffice it to say, if these learned
lawyers were correct, Fanning was wrong-

ly convicted.
Cth. “Orange county, which had elected

Husbands, was cut into three counties.”
This, too, in the connection in which it is
stated, is misleading. Wake, Chatham and
Guilford ivere erected at that session of
the Assembly, first, because conditions de-

manded their rection; second, because the
Regulators desired it. There was no idea

of getting rid of Husbands in it. They

had already gotten rid of him because-
-Ist, he was a leader of the Regulators:
2nd, he had published a libel on Maurice
Moore; 3rd, he had lied to a committee of
the House about this libel: 4th, he had

threatened that if he shouid be imprison-

ed. an army would come to his rescue.

7th. “Gathering a large force, Governor
Tryon marched into Orange county and

the Regulator** with their families fled

in terror. Their crops were destroyed,

their homes burned and they themselves
declared outlaws. The bolder spirits fin-
ally mustered at Great Alamance Creek

to aw'ait the Governor's little army, etc.”
As a matter of fact nothing of this sort

happened until after the battle oi Ala-
mance, and even then the fields and farms

of the leading Regulators only were laid

t^aste.
Bth. “And when Edmund Fanning, .a

royalist carpet bagger, came down ad-
venturously into their State, became the

Governor’s pet, ran the fee for a marriage
license up to sls and charged one dol-
lar for attesting a deed officially, growing
rapidly rich upon a system of plunder, of
which these two instances are but ex
amples, the people of North Carolina felt
the situation to be intolerable.” The truth
is Fanning had nothing to do with marri-
age. licenses, nothing to do with attesting
deeds. His office and the only office he
held in the .county was that of Register to
record deeds. Marriage bonds were exe-
cuted before the clerk, then Francis Nash,
and the license was issued by the Govern-
or, the fees for which were 20 shillings
currency, about $2.50. Verv few of these
licenses were granted. Governor Tryon

reports only one for the year 1769, and a
copy of that one may he found in Dr.
Vass’ History of the New - Bern Presby-
terian Church, at page 30. The people
were married by banns, or by dissenting
ministers without civil authority, or by

a simple consent union. It may be well
to mention here that the principal com-
plaint against Francis Nash was on ac-
count of excessive costs in court cases.
Governor Tryon states that he was con-
victed of extortion at the same time that
Fanning was, September, 1768. But there
is no such record in the couit proceedings.
There is a bond for his appearance at the

next ensuing term, March, 1769. At that
term five or six indictments were sent
against him hut the grand jury ignored
them in each instance. Husbands says

because it was packed. However this
may be. the general belief that Fanning
grew rapidly rich from the excessive fees

of his office, is absolutely without foun-
dation. I have taken the trouble to count,

the deeds probated from the time that he
qualified, March. 1763, until and through

October 1768. and they were by actual
count 1,880. It appeared in the trial of

his case at September term, 1765, that he
charged 6 shillings for each deed, the
prosecution claiming that he was entitled
to only 2 shillings 8 pence. The total re-
ceived then by him for 514 years’ work

was 11,280 shillings, or £564, less than
£IOO, $500.00 per annum, and out of this
his deputy who did all the work, must be
paid. The truth is that he became rich
from his income as a lawyer, which was

for the time very large. Take the Sep-
tember. 1769, term of the Superior Court,

for instance: On the appearance docket,
where the attorney for the plaintiff only,

with few’ exceptions, is entered, there were
97 cases, in 38 of which Fanning was

marked as attorney; on I the Reference

docket, 32, with Fanning in 10, and the
Trial dockets, 69; with Fanning in 39.
And besides the March and September Su-
perior Courts, there were lour county

courts, in each year. In the latter, Fan-
ning’s. practice was enormous, and no
doubt very lucrative. Much more might
be said, but it would be tedious to pursue
tne subject iurther.

The true history of the Regulator

troubles cun not be written by one who
views them from the standpoint of the
Regulators only. There are two sides to

every controversy, and the bitterer it is,
the less reliable are the statements of
those who actually participate in it. Many
of the Regulator leaders were men of de-

cided natural ability, but all of them were
full of ignorances and prejudices. Then-
followers had little education, (a great

many of them none), were desperately un-
safe when wrought upon by the appeals
of the artful agitator; the restraints of

the law sat lightly upon most of them,

and t/hey were chockfull of that spirit
(hut makes the white man hate with sav-
age hatred any real or imagined oppreas-
and always ready to expend life and health
and property in resistance of it.
This is the spirit that makes the race
to which they belong dominant; the spirit
that made the commonwealth a possibility
and then a power; James II a fugitive
and William and Mary, King and Queen;

that fired up the New World with those
flying from the injustices and oppressions
of the Old, and finally that made the War
of tbe Revolution, a fact and then u suc-
cess. But to say therefore that the
Regulators were the first heroes and mar-
tyrs of that war, is to confuse the facts

of history, to mistake an organized mob,
courting death and destruction by their
lawless and unjustifiable deeds, for a

great people in the first throes of a war
for political independence. Independence
was not their aim but a reform in the

civil service of the province and the
means used were a retusai to pay taxes,

a resistance to the officer, personal chas-
tisement of those who had offended them

and finally a staying of the courts —whol-
ly unjustifiable means in a representative
government. History does not adjudge an
act right, simply from the spirit that in-
spires it; else it would say that John
Brown striking to free the shackled slave
was a hero and a martyr, and that Henry

Berry Lowry, and his gang, fir.xst organ-

ized to resist enforced labor at Fort Fisiier
were also heroes* and martyrs. It goes

further, and considers whether the object
of any particular movement, and the
means used to attain it, are justified by

existing conditions. Judged by these rules
the be condemned. Tiieir
grievances were real, such as ought to

have been removed, but they were immens-
(Continued on Page Eleven.)

To the Editor: We Raleigh people have

heard something of the modesty oi Greens-

boro. It. has taken the State Conventions

and is now casting covetous eyes at the

Capitol. The latest claim is that “Greens-

boro lias the best Sunday School building

on the earth.” West Market Street
Methodist Church and the First Baptist

Church, of which Dr. H. W. Battle is

pastor, have Sunday school apartments far
above the average. The First Baptist
church has recently improved its Sunday

school rooms very much; but it is lett
to our brethren of the First Presbyterian
church to make the übrive modest claim.

I confess to have been a little skeptical
about it, even though it came from such
good authority as my excellent friend, Dr.

Egbert W. Smith, pastor of the First
Presbyterian church. Perhaps he detected
something of the "doubting Thomas” in
me and so asked me to come and see for

myself. I went, I saw and was conquer-

ed. Sunday school experts have come

from various States North and South to

see it and all admit that they have never
seen anything to equal it. The. building

when completed will have cost $28,000.00.
The pastor of the church felt the need

of a place in which lectures and enter-

tainments of various kinds could be held.
The Sunday school had outgrown its pres-

ent quarters, and he conceived the idea
of erecting a sort of combination build-
ing, in which the Sunday school could be
conducted, and entertainments, in the wr ay
of lectures be held. The new building
stands on the church lot a little way from
the church, the two being connected by

a corridor. The architecture is so similar
that the two present the appearance of
twin sisters. In the basement there is a
iarge room which can be used as a gym

nasium, skating rink, children’s play room,
banquet hall, and a dozen otner things.

In the rear of this room there ii a kitch-
en where refreshments can be prepared.
Above the basement is the main audi-
torium. In front of tnat, however, there
is a ladies’ parlor, in which missionary
society meetings receptions, etc., will be

held. Adjoining that there is a library

and reading room. This will be supplied
with the be*t papers and magazines, and
will be kept open every day and until
ten o’clock at night. Passing from the

library we come into the auditorium.
This is semi-circular in shape. Every-

thing converges toward the platform. The
gallery forms a beautiful circle in

keeping with the interior. From

this gallery to the floor hangs a

heavy curtain, making the seating ca-

pacity of the lower floor, when the cur-
tain is down, about two hundred and fifty

feet. Here the mid week prayer meetings

are held. Behind this curtain there are

sixteen class rooms. These room* are so

arranged as to directly fact) th.* superin-

tendent’s stand. In front of every room

there is an aperture in the curtain, so

that by simply pulling it aside the whole
can be thrown into the main auditorium.
The unique feature of the building is in

the gallery. This part Dr. Smith de-
signed himself. The seats in the gallery
art in tiers, rising row' above row, so
that those in the rear can see as plainly
as those in front. These tiers are divided
into sections. Between these sections run
narrow walk-w’ays from front to back of
gallery, which lead into class rooms in
rear of the gallery. Once back in these
rooms the classes are cut off and lree

from everything that would disturb them.
Each class has its own room, and orna-
ments it as they wish. Each class is a
little society of its own. The teacher is
the president, they have a secretary and
treasurer, and make their reports to the
general secretary. Os course there is an
electric beH in each room connected with
tlu superintendent’s desk, so that he can

touch a button and handle the whole
school at his pleasure. When the school
is opened in the morning, those who oc-
cupy rooms upstairs, take their seats In

the gallery, and at the tapping of the
bell pass back into their respective room.-.
There are twenty-eight class rooms in the
entire building, with a total capacity suf

ficient for six hundred pupils. In the rear

of each room above and below there is a
large double window, making the ventila-
tion perfect. When the whole is thrown

into the auditorium, the seating capacity
is fourteen hundred, and every one can
see the speaker with perfect case. X
know this is a very poor description of
this exquisite building, but it may con-

fvey some general idea. Those who are

interested in Sunday school work, and
especially those who may contemplate
building Sunday school apartments, should
go to Greensboro and see this house. Dr.

Smith expects to take the best features
of the institutional church, eliminating the
objectionable ones, and make this build-
ing the centre for the moral, social and

irtellectual culture of his people.

It should have been stated before that
this is a memorial of Rev. J. Henry Smith,
P. D.. for forty years pastor of the First

(Continued on Page Eleven.)


