
LETTERS ON ROME AND POMPEII
The Magnificence of Italy’s Capital and the Buried

City, With its Entombed Dead.

(By Rev. W. H. Townsend.)

Rome, July 24.—0 n the 18th at 9:30 p.

m. we were conducted to our room in

the Grand Hotel Continental. The tall

candlestick with candle and the bed-

spread with “Rome” in large type made

me realize that I was in the Imperial

city.

After refreshing sleep we started early

on Sunday, 19th, to visit St. Peter’s
church. The day itself was a typical Ita-

lian day—clear and comfortable in doors.
St. Peter’s occupies the two famous sites
of Nero’s circus and the traditional spot
where the Apostle was buried. Here.thou-
sands of Christians suffered death by the

hand of this cruel tyrant.
The church is a monument to Michael

Angelo, who planned it. The elliptical

Piazza is formed by two semi-circle colon-

ades with 142 columns and 42 pilasters

42feet high and surmounted by 236

statues of bishops and saints. This col-
onade is 914 feet long and 754 feet wide.
In this are two fountains always playing,

and an Egyptian. obelisk brought by

Coliyula. Ry inscriptions Moses may have

looked upon it, being older than he. It

is said that when rearing this the en-

gineer forgot to calculate the strain on

the ropes. It was a penalty of death to

speak, yet a sailor at a critical moment
cried out “water on the ropes, so the

immense weight was raised and the sailor

was accorded the honor of supplying the

church with palms on Palm Spnday. In

the wings of the porticoes are two eques-

trian sftatues of Constantine and t haile-
mague- A view within the vast structure

is deceptive. It appears much smallei

than it is. Its wonderful symmetry and
perfect proportions are marvellous. The
interior is 619 feet long; across the trans-

sept 449 feet; from pavement to top of

eros6 is 453 feet. Letters on the dome 5
feet long seem about one foot, a dove on

a column apparently life size is really 2

feet long. Conceive of this vast struc-

ture with the finest marble floors with
walls and ceilings of mosaic, with every

niche filled by an apostle on bishop or pope

or saint, every chapel covered with pic-

tures by the greatest artists, before every

altar a golden cross and crucifix, with con-

fessionals in short intervals at which pre-

side priests speaking all languages, vast

multitudes coming and going all the while,
here and there a priest or monk in black
lobes and a soldier in glittering blue uni-
form, at -the altars sombody always bow-

ing in prayer, by the bronze statue of
St. Peter. So we are ever passing and

pausing a moment to kiss the toe of this

saint (now slick and bright by use) first

a strong man, then a fair damsel, now a

mother with child in her arms, who does
this act herself and has her infant to do
the same, last a little girl climbs upon the

column gives a kiss and seems happy.

Some wiping the toe with handkerchiefs,
others not; in this concourse every grade

of society of many countries—all the while

the melodious tones of some organ falling

like a benediction upon the great throng

and you have a scene that this scribe saw’

in St. Peters.
A visit to St. John's later on reveals

a repetition of mosaic paintings and gor-

geous gildings. This is called “the moth-

ers of churches’’—the oldest in Rome. We

were in this church when word was re-

ceived that the Pope was dead. The same

huge bronze doors that once resounded
to the eloquence of Cicero and felt the

touch of the Caesars in the Senate Hall
now opens this saintly piller.

The Pope’s remains will rest here. The

crypt was being built. A short walk
brought us to the Sistine Chapel and the
Vatican. This chapel has walls and ceil-
ings covered with frescoed pictures by M.
Angelo. The last judgment is on the ceil-
ing and is perhaps the most famous pic-
ture in the world. The pictures were first

nude, but have been draped since. This
fact displeased the Pope, whereupon the

artist replied that the “Picture was all
right and the world was wrong. Get the

world right and then both would be
right.” M. Angelo was enraged against
the Pope's chamberlain who reported him.
In his picture the artist put this of-
ficial in hell. The chamberlain indigant
went to the Pope get him out. This
chief replied: “Ifyou had been put into
pergatory I could have got you out, but
now I can do nothing.” In hell he is
seen to this day.

The great halls filled with the master
pieces of art —both of painter and sculp-

tor, is one of the best collections in the

world. The whole history of the race,
ancient and mouern, is in stone and on
canvass. Raffael’s Madonna and trans-
figuration are here—considered the great-
est work from this gifted artist. His
transfiguration is the best likeness of our
Lord that has ever been put on canvass.

The Colloseuin was built during the
reigns of Vespasiron, Titus and Donation.
Its size gave its name. Its circumference
is 1.848 —over one-third of a mile. It is
elliptical in shape —645 feet long and 527

feet broad. Externally there were three
archades, one above the other. The total
height was 165 feet- It would seat 8,7000

spectators and the seats were numbered.
The Emperor, the Senate and the Magis-
trates occupied the lower tiers,-then the

plebeans and then the sailors, slaves.
Much of this vast structure still remains
to show r its purpose. Below the seats

were .‘ells for wild beasts, and in the sides
beneath the audience were the gladiotors.

It is said the wild beasts could be thrown
on the Arena instantly by an elevator, as

though by magic they sprang out ot the
ground. The grooves in the rock can be

seen to confirm the teaching of the his-
torians. The gladiato before the contest
always saluted the Emperor. If a gla-
diator appealed for mercy the audience
answered his request by turning their
thumbs up or down. Up was mercy,

down meant death. When the audience
was sufficiently’ amused by’ this flood of
blood the scene closed and torrents o'
water were turned in from the aqueducts
and it was cleansed immediately.

It seems that the Romans were a clean-
ly people, judging by’ the vast multitude
of baths. Those of Caracalla were 750
feet long and 500 feet wide, and on three
sides were surrounded with gardens.

Here were libraries, picture galleries
and lecture rooms. It is computed that

16,000 persons could use these baths at

the same time. They were supplied with

hot, cold and tepid water. The places for

the furnaces and pipes are still visible.
The fine mosaic in the iloor of the large

•lining hall is still here. This itself is

proof of the greatness of the Romans.

A visit to the Partheon founded by

Marcus Agrepta 27 B. C-, shows the

finest portico in the world—110 ieet long
and 44 feet wide with 16 columns of

granite origonally in one block' but some

have been broken. Here rests the rust ot

Raft el, King Victor Emauel 11., with oth-
er sainted and distinguished dead. This is

the largest dome in the world, 143 teet in
diameter and 142 feet high. The Trajan

column on the site ot Trajan Forum is 128

feet high and is composed of 32 huge

blocks of marble. From base to summit
is covered in bas relief figures represent-

ing his triumphs over the Dacians. There

are thousands of these figures. On the
top was originally a statue of the Em-
peror, but St. Peter’s is nowNin its place.
Napoleon modeled the Vendome after this.
Time would fail me to speak at length of

the catacombs we visited with lighted
tapers and saw where thousands of Chris-
tians lived, worshipped, died and were
buried. The little sockets in the rocks
tell where their candles were placed. Their
chapels are still visible with their grooves
or niyhes in the wall where rest their
sainted dust. Many inscriptions are on
the walls; one being that of John the
Baptist, baptizing Christ by pouring wa-
ter on his head.

We visited the Mamertine Prison. Here
Jugurtha and others were imprisoned and
died. A legend says St. Peter and St- Paul
were imprisoned here. Bronze figures be-
hind iron bars of these apostles are here.
There were two cells, one over the other,
a small opening in the floor from the up-
per to the lower. Here eternal night
reigns. No one it seems could long sur-
vive in such a dark, gloomy, damp place
as this.

The arches of Septimius; Severus, Con-

stantine and Titus with their numerous
inscriptions and colossal proportions tell
of the history and triumphs of their
time.

We enjoyed having related to us by Dr.
Forbes, one of the foremost archeologists
of the time, the history of noted places.
We saw’ Where Caesar was assassinated,
where his body was laid, where Mark
Antony delivered his oration, and where
the crown was offered to Caesar; where
Cicero delivered his orations against
Cataline, where Caligula was murdered
and where Domitian was slain in his own
palace. A ride over the Appian way and
the Via Sacra, and a view of the ancient
walls, suggested vividly the splendor of
ancient Rome when the city of the world.

“The Scala Saneta or Holy Staircase
was visited. It is supposed to have been

descended by Christ on His way from the
Judgment Hall of Pilate to Calvary. The
stairs are 28 in number of veined tvhite
marble and the legend relates were brought
from Jerusalem by Empress Helena.” It

was whilst making the ascent of Scala
Saneta that Luther remembered (he text.
“The Just shall live by ‘faith,’ ” where-
upob he arose from his knees and abrupt-
ly left the place.

In “The Via Appia” the “Temple of
Mars” is passed, and the visitor soon
comes to the small church, “Domine Quo
Vadis.” Here a legend says St. Peter

’flying from Rome to escape martyrdom
met the Saviour and asked Him. “Whither
goest thou, O Lord?” The reply was, “I
go to be crucified again.” The apostle
thus reproved returns to the city and was
crucified head downward. These objects
of immortal interest and dramatic splen-
dor cannot be described by pen; but a
view from the Vatican balcony of the

blue Sabine Hills and the Apenines in
lofty grandeur and of Latium with fields
of living green with ancient and modern
Rome at our feet with gilded towers, tall
obelisks, massive columns, magnificent and
mouldering walls, by their side splendid
shining spires, palatial mansions, smoking

furances, crowded shops, wth people of
changed costumes from the 100 monu-
ments, and the yellow Tiber cutting the
city in twain, reveals the Rome that was
and the Rome this is—a vision that will
remain while life endures.
“The Goth, the Christian, time, war, flood

and fire.
Have dealt upon the seven hilled city’s

pride.”
Venice, July 25, 1903.

Pompeii.

An hour and a half rido on the rail )
took us on the 18th to the site ol tins
city destroyed by and 'earthquake in 79
A. D. The train itself was a pecu-
liar thing with doors on the outside —one
to every two seats within which face each
other as in our carriages, and steps run-
ning the entire length of the ear. A glimpse

of the great truck gardens reveals the
marvellous fertility of the soil, and the
variety and abundance of products. At the
gate of the ruins the guide takes us at a
rapid rate (too much for the ladies )

through the former streets of the once
great city. Into a hall we see the forms
of human beings exhumed. Men and wo-
men in their exact forms even to “teeth
and toe nails.’’ A large ring was on a
lady s finger; a belt was fin a man in-
dicating- that he was probably a gladia-
tor; a man form with an iron cane by his
side, probably a gentleman of leisure;
chariot wheels with their iron tires on toe
lirr.s very much as we have today. The
skeletons of dogs, cats, rats, etc., were in
large numbers. All kinds of implements
for work were there, with wine jars of
pottery of various patterns. Wells, mills,
baths—hot and cold, stores, theatre, tem-
ple and palace, showed clearly the former
splendid civilization. The theatre with cir-
cular seats of marble and numbered, gal-
lery. stage and entrance for actors is si ill
visible. The stone-pavel streets show
plainly the prints of the chariot wheels.
The Basilica hall of justice with its mar-
ble columns, and pillars shows the size of
building where the chief judge sat, and
all the parties in their respective places
The vast collection of monuments in the
National Museum in Naples came from
this place. In the temple the beautiful
mosaic floors are equal to anything of this
age. I saw a beautiful dog in mosaic in
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the floor of a palace, life-size. On th covered with clay tiles, which will last

walls were fine paintings of all kinds oalmost forever. The same kind of tiles

animals, fish, flowers, men and godscan be seen in Pompeii. The roads are

Flowers of this very family are novsuperb—almost as level as a floor, or rook

growing in the gardens. Theshading un<forma tion and all bridges of iron or stone,

coloring of these pieces of art would derhe Caesars taught them this. How with

credit to any age of the world. I doubi CUr boasted civilization in the United
that they can be equaled today. The en-states we can drag along with such pitia-

tire city seems to have been built of,]*, highways and spend money so freely,

brick and stone. The volcanic eruption ea lavishly, on other things is amazing,

buried the city almost instantly, so the RYom the Forum at Rome five roads led
walls, streets and buildings remained , the boundaries of their Empire, with
intact. No people that every lived have he distance clearly marked. In the dim
iso written their history in stone a.ndA’ilight as the sun sank in splendor over

bronze as these. Surely these are volumes mountains we behold white ghost like
in marble and many “sermons in stone.”

We regret to add that they recorded their
vices as well as their virtues.

At 3 p. m. the 18th we leave Naples, the

Newport News of Italy in the days of tiie
Caesars, whose balmy air. sublime moun-

tains and lovely bay have been the ad-

miration of men of all ages. We can not
forget the then greTit and beautiful city

of a half million souls. Six hours’ ride
on the west of the Apenines with their
lofty peaks ever in view and ancient
castles looking grandly down from their
summits give one a picture of Italy’s his-
tory. Such farming as we saw ivas a reve-
lation. The land in many places is set
out with trees in squares and every tree
is entwined with grape vines, and between
them are crops of all kinds in luxuriance.
Here and there you will see long row's of
trees a-s straight as an arrow, evidently
intended for lumber as they are trimmed
almost to the top. Their fields are forests,
fruits and flowers in one. Along the fine
all their buildings are brick or stone, all

ejects all along the line. These we learn
re parts of the Claudian Aqueduct that

as built to supply the Imperial City with
ater. At 9 p. m. under the big depot
ted, “Rome” is cried out. so we hasten
• the Continental Hotel to rest.

W. H. TOWNSEND.
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The

Housekeeper's /. Opportunity
/

A Saving of at Least 33 Per Cent, or One-third
Off the Regular Prices, Just at the Time

the Household Supplies Need
Replenishing.

OUR GREAT AUGUST HOUSEKEEPING
DRY GOODS SALE IS NOW GOING ON

Every Housekeeper is Interested
Bargain Tables are conveniently arranged for rapid selling, and the

Housekeeping Dry Goods are marked in plain figures.
Table Linens, Table Damasks, Table Napkins, Towels and

Bath Towels, Blankets and Quilts, Counterpanes, Drap-
eries, Table Covers, Cretonnes, Cottage Draperies, Lace
Curtairs, Portieres, etc.

The Rcducec Prices place these Housekeeping Dry Goods in range of
everybedy’s purse, and everyone will realize that these are the
biggest bargains we ever offered.

Out-of-towi customers will be fully repaid in making up shopping
partie: and coming to our great August Housekeeping Dry
Good. Sale.

We willpepay express or freight charges an where in North Carolina
on at cash purchases amounting to $5 00 or more.

Dobbin ® Ferrall
123 and 13 Fayetteville Street Raleigh, North Carolina

Manhatan

NEW FICTION:
Mettle of the Pasture, by James Lane Allen. $1.50 postpaid.
Gordon Keith, by Thomas Nelson Page. $1.50 postpaid , ’

State Agents for Public School Books.

Alfred Williams & Co., Raleigh, N. C.
Ki C.HICHSSTFA’S ENGLI3H

rENWVROYAL PslU>
If vT'-s. OrlclnuJ and Only Genuine.

: wait A reiiaN* I.ttOle*. Drurrin
KNOIASH

KEI> » n'* bo»e«. wate!
jv —VST;,-?/) with him- rih*>on. no tnhor. K.-ru.e
« fcKa VMS PutiK. rt.o- Sub.t tutlur. un i Imlt*.
/

- ?«»».. Bujr of joor DrufcjjiM. or jenl 40. >n
W .tamp, f.«r I»»r»l< ul<ir«. r<-«:in.o.»lul.

V—/ Chemical CoT
niton thli Mud!*©* &»©*****1 ** - Y*

For LaGrippeand Influenza
te CHENEY’S tXPECTO-
KNT,

s
r p^,Da s’ ân^m j
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and at once administering it to him, and his improvement was marked in 24 hours arul fromthat day on he recuperated. I have constantly kept it and used itsince with my children, and have taken crept
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