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A MORNING TONIC.

(Walton’s Complete Angler.)

O, the gallant fisher’s life,
Jt is the best of any;

’Tis full of pleasure, void of strife,
Acd ’tis loved by many:

Other joys

Are but toys,
Only this •

Lawful is;
For our skill;

Breeds no ill,

But content and pleasure.

THEYSOUND THE TRUE KEYNOTE

We print today interviews with Col.
John S. Cuningham, president of the

Tobacco Growers Association, and Col.

J. Bryan Grimes, Secretary of State, with

reference to t lie proper attitude of the

farmers toward the tobacco trust, which

have arbitrarily cut down the price of to-

bacco below' the cost of cultivation.
We published yesterday the ringing reso-

lutions by the Kinston Retail Grocers and

Merchants Association, proposing to handle
none but tobacco manufactured by inde-

pendent concerns.

The farmers and merchants together—-

that is the sort of united effort necessary

to make the tobacco trust understand that

the tobatoo sections can make themselves
heard.

There never was a time when it was

so necessary for the farmers and all others

in the tobacco section to unite in a com-

mon cause against a common foe. The

public is ready to stand by them and new

and old independent concerns can find

ready markets for their products.

OPENS SEPTEMBER SEVENTH

E’sewhere is printed the official state-

ment that the fiftyseventh annual session

of Greensboro Female College will open

on the seventh of September. It is an

ancient, honored and use 4 ul institution
with more than half a century of glorious

history. The announcement that the insti-

tution would be closed in itself threatened

the success of the college. That tlueaten-

ed injury will be overcome if the friends

• of the institution will rally to its assist-

ance in the matter of securing students as

-they did in raising the necessary twenty-

five thousand dollars to keep its doors

open. And there is no room to doubt that

they will do so.

North Carolina is taking no step back-

ward in education this year.

North Carolinians who go away always

have a yearning for the old mother. Col.
Hammond and Mr. Eason, two Anson men
who are living in Georgia, were talking

yesterday and Colonel Hammond said:

“Eason, I often feel that it would have

been better if we had remained here all

our days.” Both have succeeded in their
new homes, but their “hearts turn back

to Anson.” Colonel Hammond lives at

Thomasville, Georgia, and is justly re-

garded as one of the foremost lawyeu

in Georgia. No wonder his “heart turns

- back” for the reception given him at

Wadesboro by his old neighbors was so cor-
dial, spontaneous and heart-felt that ail

the intervening years were swept away,
*

and he and his old comrades were boys

again. Like the Indians, the North Caro-

lina folks always keep the foot-prints in-

ward, and welcome back for a day or tor

life all its sons who still love the old State.

We see they are talking about the best

sort of fish. Jonas Medlin, the first editor

cf the Rhamkatte Roaster, always held

to it that a Rhamkatte cat-fish, caught in

Swift Creek, and baked in the ashes, was

really the diet that the Roman epicures

termed food fit for the gods. We vote for

the Rhamkatte cat-fish, first, last and alt

the time.—Rhamkatte Roaster.

Is the country on the road to ‘.lie devil?

We do not belong to the ranks of pessim-

ists, but the tremendous increase in crime

locks like Satan is at the helm. The edu-

cated are stealing and divorcing; the poor

are committing gross crimes. W here are

we at anyhow?— Rhamkatte Roaster.

In the death of Mr. Rufus H. Jones, of

Cary, North Carolina loses a true and

noble citizen. He was an old fashioned

gentleman of the highest ideals and he

• lived up to his high ideals.

The Winston Sentinel says that Hon. R.

B. Glenn will make a definite statement

about September first as to whether he

will enter the race next year for Governor.

TAIKIHO ABOUT FISH.

A man who loves to fish is either a lazy

man or a philosopher. Sometimes he is

both. They say that there is in every

man a lingering of the savage, and that

occasionally he wishes to throw off the

restraints which society imposes and get

as near to nature as possible. In al-
most every community there are men who

periodically feel it in their blood that they

must go “a fishing.” Their wives can tell

when the fever is coming on by symptoms

as well marked as when mothers know

that their children are going to have the

measles. It takes a “mighty good” woman

to be the wdfe of a man who loves to
fish, unless indeed she likes also to throw
the line and catch the finny trite.

Fishermen, like poets, are born, not

made. No man can be taught to fish.

Unless he has the fisherman instinct—un-

less the compulsion within him constrains

hin~to"""“go a-fishing”—he. will never be-

come a disciple of Isaak Walton. He may,

indeed, learn how to catch an unwary fish

now and then, just as a man who is

not a poet may make a few rhymes. But

unless he is born a fisherman he will

never have “luck.’’ Some 1 orators tell us

(hat there is no thing as luck—that

“luck’s a fool; pluck’s a hero.” That

maxim has no reference to fishing. There

is everything in being born to luck in
fishing. Observe two men on the side of

a creek. They wear the same sort of

clothes, they use the same kiud of hook

and line and dig their bait at the same

place. An ordinary observer could not

detect the “divine afflatus’ that rests on

the born fisherman. But it is there. He

will catch fish without trouble, and plenty

of them, while his companion will get

“nary a bite.” The explanation? One

is a fisherman born; the other is not.

There is no other explanation among men.
We may find one in the Fisherman’s

Paradise, but not on this mundane sphere.

What is the most delicious fish found in

North Carolina waters aud where is the

best place to fish? Whether considered

economically, aesthetically, financially, or

from the standpoint of sport or pleasure—-

that is a momentous question—one too

great for one editor or any other one man

to presume to pass upon, for Isaak

Walton’says: “Angling may be said to

be like the mathematics, that it can never

be fully learned; at least not so fully but

that there will still be more new experi-

ments left for the trial of other men that

succeed us.”

The fishing industry of North Caro-

lina, considering only the com-

mercial value of those caught by

men who make fishing a trade —amounts

to $1,316,000 dollars every year. And it is

a growing industry. But this is the small-

est portion of its financial value. There

is no way of even approximately estimat-

ing the money value of the hundreds of

thousands of fish thit make up an im-

portant article of food in the many homes

in North Carolina. There is no diet more

palatable, more satisfying, and more nour-

ishing than the various kinds of fish that

are caught in North Carolina waters, from

the mountain trout on the Roan to the

Spanish mackerel at Morehead. One of

the reasons why North Carolina lolks are

so brainy and so wise is that they partake

of large quantities of brain food—fish. It

is a happy omen that, co-existent with

the educational revival, we are having a

new revival of stocking our waters ana

mill ponds with fish—providing, so to

speak, more brains to take in the new

instruction, that better schools are im-

parting.

' Elsewhere we print the views of various
experts on the best fish in North Carolina

and the best place to fish. There are

many opinions. “In a multitude of coun-

sellors there is wisdom.” It will be ob-

served that most of those who write give

the preference to fish in the waters near

their home, showing that today as in

Bible times men believe that the waters

of their own country are superior to those

of any other section. The conversion of

Capt. S. A. Ashe, a native of New Han-

over county, to the Mountain Trout School

of Thought is Viewed with great regret

by his associates who fished with him in

the Cape Fear when they were bare footed

boys. »

We have still other letters that cannot

be printed. The mooted Question is de-

stined to be debated long, not only in this

paper —the forum where North Carolin-

ians interchange opinions upon all import-

ant topics—but likewise on every lake,

river, stream, sound and fish pond in

North Carolina. Let us hope that the re-

sult will be that North Carolinias will eat

more fish and therefore have clearer heads.

And let us all have more respect for the

fishermen who is represented by Isaak

Walton as saying:

“We care not who says.

And intends it dispraise,

That an angler to fool is next neighbor;

Let him prate; what care we;

We’re as honest as he.
And so let him take that for his labour!
There are those who think these pastimes

scarce humane,

Yet in my mind (and not relentless I)

IIis *e is pure that wears no fouler

stains.”

The Washington Post asserts that the
boy that is first at the swimming hole,

noisiest at the ball game and on the front

seat at the circus can bo usually counted

upon to lead his class at school, and is
almost invariably found at the head of

the procession when he becomes a man.
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DAY ATWADESBORO —CONFEDERATE REUNION

(Editorial Correspondence.)
Wadesboro, N. C., Aug. 7. —If some Rip

\an Winkle who had gone to sleep in
IS6L* and slept until this good day, had
opened his eyes on the long procession of
gray-headed Confederate soldiers who
marched to the tune of Dixie, up the
street, he would have thought that he was

witnessing a review of a magnificent army
returning from the war victorious. In the
splendid Confederate Re union here today,
there were several hundred Confederate
soldiers in the line of march, and the
spirit of patriotism that animated them

in 1861 still burned brightly in their
hearts. They were in excellent spirits,
one hearing their applause and witness-
ing their enthusiasm as the eloquent ora-
tor told the story of their faithful and

their immortal deeds, would not have
thought that they belonged to the army
of the vanquished. If they were vanquish-
ed they have never found it out, and have
none of the humiliation that is supposed
to belong to an army that has not suc-
ceeded .

A few years ago a preacher from Canada,
who came to North Carolina to spend the
winter, said that he made up his mind
during his stay in North Carolina not

to mention the war at any time, or any

phase of it. His reason was That he
thought it would mortify the Confederate
soldiers w ho had surrendered, if any refer-
ence was made to their unsuccessful strug-
gle for the right of the State to secede.

"I had an idea,” he said, ‘‘that the South-
ern people were living in the shadow of
defeat, and that every reference to the

war must give them a feeling of humilia
lion. Therefore, I had determined not to

speak of it, because I did not wish to

hurt their feelings. Imagine my surprise,”
he went on to say, “when I found that it
was a universal topic of discussion and

that in every community the deeds of

the brave Confederate joidiers were re-
counted daily. Instead of wishing to avoid
the topic of the war, I found that the

Southern people had no feeling about it,
except of rejoicing in the various suc-

cesses of their brave and valaint soldiers
I came to know more about the war in
six months residence in the South than

I had learned in all the books of history.
I thought to find a crushed anifesorrow-

ing people in the depths of humiliation.
Instead I found the people happy, content-

ed and rejoicing in the courage of their
noble soldiers, and cherishing the Lost

Chuse with a beautiful and undying af-

fection that lifted them up on a plane

that challenged my admiration and re-
spect. There is no parallel in li'story to

the sentiment that pervades in North

Carolina and in the whole South with ref-
erence to the unsuccessful war. \ be-

lieve the feeling expressed by t’a<? old
soldier who had lost a leg and an am is
a common sentiment. He said, with a

smile, ‘We were never defeated; we w«re

ourselves out whipping the Yankees.”
* * «*

There is no county in the State whop

the Confederate spirit is more in evidenc*
than here. At the outset of the discus-
sion of secession Anson, being a Whig

county, was opposed to secession. Under
the leadership of that grand old man. the

late Thomas S. Ashe, the majority of

these people strongly believed that the
hope of the South was to fight for its
rights in the Union, but there was not

wanting here ardent disciples of Calhoun

who ftvlieved firmly in the right of seces-

sion, and who believed that the time had

come in IJBGO, upon the (dection of Lin-
coln, to put that conviction into prac-

tice. Foremost among the zealous seces-

sionists was a talented young man, Wil-
liam M. Hammond, (his comrades here to

day affectionately call him “Bill.”) Re-

turning to Wadesboro from the University

of North Carolina, where he graduated

with high honors, Mr. Hammond became

the leader of a determined band of pa-

triots, young men of spirit who were for

secession. His career at college had been

a brilliant one, he had served as a tutor,

showing scholarship of a high order, and

l ad read law, and just as the war com-

menced had hung out his shingle here for

the practice of his profession. His father,

a leading citizen, v'as a true disciple of

Calhoun, amt his talented son inherited
his father’s views. He raised the first

company in North Carolina that was of-

fered to the Governor of the Stale for the
Confederate army. Speaking about it to-

day he said: "We were so anxious to get

into the fight that we chafed because we

cf which the people of this county are

justly proud.
For twenty years or more with few' i -

termissions this county has yearly held in

Wadesboro a Confederate re-union, in the

month of August. Distinguished orators

aud soldiers have at each recurring anni-
versary delivered an address on the occa-

sion. Among them have been General
Ransom, General Carr and Judge Clark,
and today, worthy to rank with these
great men who have preceded him, Col.

W. M. Hannnond, of Thomasville, Ga., was
the orator. He was introduced by Col

R. T. Bennett, who, among North Caro-

lina statesmen, is in a class all by himself
for originality, impressiveness and the use

of English that is at once perfect and out-

side the beaten track. His manner is im-
pressive beyond description. It is said

that during the war when he was charging

the Yankees, Colonel Bennett’s commands

could be heard a mile and a half. He has

a voice that carries his message far, and

there is in it an element of impressiveness

and power that makes one feel that he is
in the presence of a man of giant mind.
In introducing the orator today, Colonel
Bennett said:
COL. BENNETT S INTRODUCTION.

“North Carolinians: I congratulate the

men and women of Anson county upon

the auspices which greet this day, conse-

crated in our hearts by the blood of hosts,

by vicarious sufferings and rendered more

precious to patriots with each recurrence.
“Orators, statesmen, high officials and

the editor of a great newspaper lend their
presence to this occasion, and translate
their homage to the men who had the
‘build and stature’ to strive with and
conquer time.

“But yesterday sixty-two cardinals met
in conclave to name the successor of Leo

13, and thus preserve the continuity of
the Apostolic Roman Catholic Church,
which John Dry den described as a milk
white hind that through eighteen centu-

ries had been the best solace of her chil-
dren.

“Our government rose and fell—fought
itself out of existence —exhausted the re-
sources of our civilization, laid age and
infancy under hostage.

“Our leaders in that government are
immortal for all time without successors.
They have graven themselves upon the
eternal a ires.

“Tell me, thou Chronicler of the world's
great deeds, if ever vanquished cause pre-

sented a parallel!
“We deem ourselves happy in the pres-

ence today of a son of Anson who wr as
born in easy call of this spot sixty and
odd years ago. His good limbs were
shapen and grown here. Fortune drew
him to t sister State.

“The soh of a leading citizen who pos-
sessed great vigor of mind and extraordi-
nary intelligence, he succeeded to the pol-
itics of his father (a diseiple of Calhoun)
and the religion of his mother.

“No man in my knowledge could have
accomplished more than he in the early
stages of our war. He tendered the first
military company to our Governor in ’6l.
and went to the front as lieutenant of
that company.

“He shared its fortunes and contributed
by his zeal, accomplishments, and energy
to its efficiency. Throughout the strug-
gle his manliness and courage were attest-
ed by comrades and mentioned in dis-
patches by his superiors.

“In 1864 he was sent on a confidential
misison by our government.

“He is an artist in the use of words,
and has a genius for their choice.

could not get uniforms and equipments

quick enough. We ieared the fight would

ail be over betore we could gel to the

front.”
After deciding to volunteer, the Anson

soldiers were anxious to do their part.

Their desire to go to the tront recalls a

story told by Bill Arp. He says that in

the first, days of the war the young men

were so anxious to go that it was impos-

sible to equip and drill them as rapidly

as they desired. It was thereloio decided

to send to the front first those who were

the hottest, and in order to deteimine w

were the hottest all the men v. ei e made

to stand in line. An officer was

to march down the line and spit on e\ery

man. If he was so hot he would sizz

he was sent forward in the first install-]
ir.ent. If he wasn’t hot enough to sizz

he had to wait awhile. 1
** * t

Anson county furnished seven companie'

and one thousand and ninety-one men tj
the Confederate army, an*l there neV£ ,
was, from the day of the firing at Fo, ]
Sumter until Lee’s surrender at Apporna ,
tox, a solitary deserter. Tins is a recoj 1

“Tennyson said of the Poet Virgil that
le was ‘wielder of the stateliest measure
ver moulded by the lips of man.’

“Simonides was the most famous man of
ie antique age in composing elegies.
“He conceived and fashioned the in-

scription upon the monument to Leonidas
ad his 300 Spartans slain at Thermopylae
aer the treachery of a Greek had piloted
t) Persian to their rear and reverse.
‘lt is the most gravid and perfect of

rorded time:
"Uranger tell the Lacedaemonians we

lie here in obedience with their laws
“Tom out their pa-vilioned and unmarked

graves, our dead point our living to
the lesson of the day.’

I hope your orator may be transported
bdhe fervor of this occasion beyond his
pipose and his words prove a wall of
fine.
I present the citizen soldier of North

C'olina and Georgia, Captain William
My Hammond, and bid him God speed.”

COL. HAMMOND’S SPEECH,

lie speech of Colonel Hammond was
un a theme that is as old as the Con-
stution, and it has formed the basis.
f< every wise defense of the South that
b been made since 1865. But because
t‘ theme was old it does not follow tb it
rivas treated by the speaker along any
(1 line, neither did he toilow in beaten
teks- He discussed the causes that
bught on the war with a directness and
fairness and ability that indicated that

was master of ttie principles enunciated
a long series of debates and State pa-

rs that have presented the Southern side
the contention. Without a dull sen-

nce, without any commonplace expres-
ans, Col. Hammond made clear to the
oungest mind that the Confederate sol-
ier who donned the grey in 1861 did not
o so,without having just cause. He pre-

1 eded his speech with a brief and appro-
• riate allusion to the fact that the county
i f Anson was the place of his birth, and
jie recalled incidents in his early career in
1 he old school house in which the boys
tarved their names with many a truant
•cnife. His renter enee to the natural feel-
ing of men whose lives are touching the
twilight, who love to go over the remi-
niscence of the past was beautiful in senti-
nent as it was exquisite in language. In
the course of his speech, in which he was
-showing the dangers that menaced the
public in the doctrirte that Mr. Seward
galled “the higher law,” Col. Hammond
said, “that we had evidences of the dan-
gers of this doctrine in tlie enrollment of
the armies and the erection of strange
jurisdiction seven thousand miles across
the sea, but they tell us that “Teddy is
versatile, and more that he is energetic.”
This may be true, but he is not wise.”
Speaking with dramatic force about the
horrors of reconstruction which he briefly
portrayed, he inquired: “Where are the
14th and 15th amendments now? What
do they amount to?” He created quite a
laugh when he said: “That the negro

would live much longer South than he j
does in Danville, 111.” He recounted
what North Carolina had done for the I
Confederacy, and told of the glorious re- j
cord made by W. C. Watkins, of Anson
county, a gallant private soldier found
dead on the field of battle .with his dis-
charge in his pocket. His tribute to
Vance was a gem of purest ray serene.
Here is one of his tributes: “He bore all
our trouble on his shoulders with a smile
upon his face.” The most exquisite por-
tion of the address was a very brief, elo-
quent picture he drew' of women of the
Confederacy, who gave more than all the
rest. Their battle was waged in the si-
lence of womens hearts. The Southern

women had no furlough, no discharge, no
hope for honor or promotion, no roster.
Their banner bore alone a sweet device,
“our mission is to save.”

At the conclusion of Col. Hammond’s
speech he was enthusiastically applauded.
On motion of Capt. J. M. Little, who pre-
sided as master of ceremonies, a vote was
taken and it was unanimously requested
that the speech be furnished for publica-
tion.

* * *

Flags waved from every window and the
streets were a scene of beauty. It was the
biggest re-union that has been held in
Wadesboro during all its history. Not
only were the soldiers present, but the
Vives, children and grand children are alj
here to do them honor. One of the most

beautiful features was the presence of the
most beautiful young women of the county
as sponsors, maids of honor,, and heralds.
They were in carriages w'hiqh were pro-
iusely derbrated in Confederate colors.
The procession was preceded by the
Wadesboro Corner Band, which gave
splendid music. The band is composed of
many of the first young men of Wades-
boro. The leader of the band is Mr. J.
D. Leak, who is also president of the First
National Bank of Wadesboro. The ladies
who acted as maids of honor, sponsors and
heralds, are as follows:

County at large—Miss Eunice Wall,
sponsor; Miss Kathleen Dunlap, maid of
honor.

Ansonville Miss Bessie Dunlap, spon-
sor; Miss Flora McLendon, maid of honor.

Burnsville—Miss Estelle Staton, spon-
sor; Miss Cussie Staton, maid of honor.

Lanesboro —Miss Rosa Williams, Spon-
sor: Miss Belle Allen, maid of honor.

White Store —Miss Eugenia Gulledge,
sponsor; Miss Alma Rivers, maid of
honor.

Gulledge—Miss Ella Bowman, sponsor;
Miss Bettie Jarman, maid of honor.

Morven—Miss Annie Gulledge. sponsor;
Miss Callie Nivens, maid of honor.

Lilesville—Miss Pattie Battle, sponsor;
Miss Effie McAlister, maid of honor.

Wadesboro—Miss Blanche Huntley,
sponsor; Miss Nannie Gaddy, maid of
honor.

Heralds—Misses Connie Benton, Helen
McLendon, Bessie Pinkston, Pollie Crow
<ler, Lizzie Tillman, Hattie Hines, Mol-
lie Tarlton, Bessie Hyatt, Sallie Allen,
Winnie Redfearn, Ruth Lindsey, Emma
Rose. ' >

A committee who were in charge of the
arrangements was composed of the follow-
ing:* I''. J. Coxe, J. A. Lockhart, Jr., D.
A. McGregor, W. T. Rose, Dr. J. M. Cov-
ington, Jr., J. Leak Wyatt, Earl Martin.

Finance Committee—J. A. Lockhart, Jr.,
Sandy Gaddy, Earl Martin, Jule Allen.

Long tables were set in the shady street i
and an elegant dinner was served of cold !
and hot good things to tempt the appe- I
tite.

* * *

Every person present regretted the en-
forced absence of Capt. Frank Bennett, \
who has been quite ill. He is the lead-
ing spirit of these re-unions. It must
have gladdened his heart that many of his
comrades and friends missed him and call-
ed to honor him at his home. He was
severely wounded four times and lost an
arm gallantly leading a charge.

* * *

Preceding the speaking there was a pa-
rade a mile long through the town. The
whole town was gayly decorated in bunt- I
ing and Confederate flags.

* * i* y
After the dinner—(and x\ hat a dinner it

v;;s)—the bell rung and the crowd made
their way to the court house*where Crosses
ot Honor were presented to 150 soldiers
by the Daughters of the Confederacy of
which Mrs. R. E. Little is the leadei. The
Anson women are full of devotion to the
Confederate soldier and it is chiefly due
to them that these dinners are tDOchs in
the history of the county. They keep the
lire burning brightly on the patriotic al-
tar. Brief addresses were then made by
Hon. R. N. Page, member of ( ongress,
and the editor of the News and Observer.
Mr. Page grows in favor with this people
as they know him better. His happy
speech made a pleasant impression and
added to the number of his Iriends.

<* * *

The big Confederate dinner held here
every year is the best index of the spirit
of this town aud community. There is a
county pride and county spirit of concord,
ln-re that is not surpassed anywhere. The
people have true county pride—none of
your boasting and bragging sort of pride
that vaunteth itself, but a worthy pride
in an honorable history that is beautiful
to see. It is an independent people,—free
from dictation. They think lor them-
selves, but do not consider themselves to be
right only when they are walking contra-
ry to the ways of their fathers. There are
no party bosses here, nb dictatorship, no
machine rule in poltics. The leaders are
men of patriotism, breadth, who speak out
in meeting. Gum shoe politics could not
exist here. If there is a better Demo-
cratic county in the State, I do not know j
it. Not once since the war has it failed
to roll up a Democratic majority. They
had a hard tussle once when the Rc-pop-
li-cans were strong, but they won. The
people are well grounded in the faith.
They know the principles of Democracy
and are true to them. They do ,not set
up their views in conflict to the national i
and State platforms of their par'j. They
accept the arbitrament of the regularly
constituted conventions of their party.
They had in office two years ago a |
splendid set of county officials who had
been in office a long time. The people de-

' cided that rotation was wise. They elect.
; ed an entirely new set of splendid county
’ officials and no county in Noi’th Carolina
'is better governed. The county has no
debt and has money in the bank. The
county officers have three good things:
Honesty, Sense, Democracy—the trinity of

'essentials in public life.
f i

I** *

I The annual Confederate Reunion is
more than a gathering of old soldiers. I
It is an occasion when the whole county
comes together to exchange greetings. It
is getting to be more than tliat—a sort of
Harvest Home for all Anson people, living
here and in other counties in the State.

'There was quite a sprinkling of old An-
sonians here today and, the number m-

[ creases at each reunion. A special effort

j is going to be made at the next reunion
!to get every old Ansonian living away
from the county to attend the 1904 re-
union.

* * *

These people are taking long strides in
making good roads—the precursor of good
schools and £ree rural delivery, the three
things that will stop the tide of country
folks leaving the farm. Some years ago
a $2a,000 bond issue to build good roads
in Wadesboro township was voted, and
a few months ago an additional $25,000
bond issue for continuing the roads was
yoted. As a result there are twenty miles
ot splendid roads in Wadesboro township
and the work goes on. • In keeping with
the good business sense that is applied to
county affairs, provision is made for levy-
ing a sufficient tax to pay off tw'o one
thousand dollar bonds each year, so that
the debt incurred can be annually re-
duced.

* * *

Though late, the crops in the county are
good. If there is a late fall, the cotton
crop of Anson will be large. Some farm-
ers even dare to hope that with good sea-
sons it will be as large as last year, which
was a record breaker. Others think there
is no hope for so good a crop. The farm-
ers are in good spirits and are hoping that
the price of cotton will keep up so that
they will realize a fine price for it. The
farms here are cultivated with intelligence
and skill. The farmers of the county are
men of sense and capacity and understand
business methods, and in the successful
conduct of their private and public affairs
are second to none.

*

Wadesboro goes forward steadily and
prosperously. It has strong and successful
manufacturing establishments. The lar-
gest is probably the silk mill which gives
employment to two hundred people. It
is owned by the same parties who own
silk mills also in Patterson, N. J. The
company was induced to locate here by
Mr. John T; Patrick, and has succeeded
well. Mr. Robert Singleton is superin-

tendent. The Wadesboro Cotton Mills
represents an investment of $120,000 aud
has 8,000 spindles. W. C. Hardison is
president; W. L. Steele, secretary and
terasurer; and W. J. McLendon. Jr-, su-
perintendent. The cotton seed oil mill is
a prosperous industry. It was owned by

I local capital until about two years ago,
when it sold out to a company called the
Independent Oil Company, which owns oil
mills at Charleston, Spartanburg and other
places. The Hargrave & Leak Manufac-
turing Company is one of the town's best
industries. It gives employment to about
one hundred young women. They are as
fine looking, and as respected young women
as can be found anywhere, as well as
skilled in their work. The Company is now
employed chiefly in making ladies skirts,
for which iney find ready sale. Mr. Fred
Hargrave, who is the active manager of
the enterprise, takes pride in the character
of the labor employed, as well as in th£
excellence of the product. Wadesboro is
justly proud of the high standing of the
men and women employed in its industries.

* * *

In education, Wadesboro lias an institu-
tion that makes it like a. city set upon a
hill. The Pee Dee Institute, built and
controlled by the Pee Dee Baptist Union,

, is a large and commodious brick building.
| List year a large dormitory was built tor

1 boys. A handsome brick building for
girls is now in process of construction. In
addition to a large local patronage, there
were over fifty boarding pupils. The

I principal of this useful institution is Prof,
j W. J. Ferrall, who resigned as a member
of the faculty of Wake Forest College to
become the head of this institution. He
lias succeeded grandly and stands high in

i the esteem of this people. This is. of
; course, gratifying to the News and Ob-

server, for Professor Ferrall is a native of
Wake county, and Wake county men have
away of succeeding wherever they go.
The school is conducted upon bitiad lines,
the whole town is justly proud of it,
“The outlook is very good for a fine year
at the re-opening,” said Professor Ferrall.

* * *

The business of Wadesboro is very large
and it is conducted by a class of success-
ful and progressive business men. They
are up with the times and are enlarging
their business safely. A very handsomp
three story press brick building on the
main street is nearing completion. It is
being erected bv Mr. W. P. Parsons and
Leak & Marshall.

Wadesboro lias two of the strongest and
most wisely managed banks in the State.
They have done much to advance the solid
growth of the community.

There is one institution that all Wades-
boro has just pride in—l refer to its news-
paper, the Messenger and Intelligencer,
edited by Mr. James G. Boylin. It is an
ideal weekly newspaper, a credit and an
honor to Anson county. It has character,
conviction, force. It is devoted to its
town and county, leading in whatever
will make for their advancement. Twenty
years ago Mr. Boylin came here a stranger,
without money or friends. Today his pa-
per is one of the foremost institutions in
the town, he has made it necessary to the
community, and prosperity has smiled
upon him. It is a pleasure to find a coun-
try editor who owns so handsome a home,
and is showing that journalism can be
made profitable where managed on busi-
ness principles. I wish every town in
North Carolina had such an editor as
James G. Boylin and such a paper as the
Wadesboro Messenger-Intelligencer.

* * *

I have hardly touched my “notes” and
yet this letter is too long. This town has
always been the home of men of note —

the two most conspicuous citizens of the
past being Atlas J. Dargan and Thomas S.
Ashe. But the day of men of big mind
has not passed. I have already referred
to Col. Risden Tyler Bennett, ex-Judge
and Congressman. There are two other
men here who have long led in public
affairs of whom I must say a word in any
brief story of Wadesboro or leave out the *
Hamlets from the play. I refer to Hon.
James A. Lockhart and ex-Senator Eu-
gene Little. You will not find in all North
Carolina two more patriotic men. Mr.
Lockhart is in the active practice of a
profession he adorns. He is bv ability,
character, fine and Tar heel virtues
well fitted to adorn the highest positions
of honor and trust, and I look to see him
grace the Supreme Court bench. Mr. Lit-
tle, who is universally beloved and trusted,
made one of the best State Senators North
Carolina lias had in a generation, serving
his county and State with conspicuous
ability and fidelity. It is to such men’s
influence that Anson owes much of the
fine spirit, patriotism and civic virtue that
bless the county. The young members
of the bar are following in the paths of
the older leaders and in them Anson has
men worthy to preserve the high standing
of its bar. J. D.
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