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THE COMMON CRY
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For Three Hours Commission-
ers Heard Complaints.

ILLEGALITY IS CHARGED

Tax-Payers Say Messrs. C, D. Arthur and A.
E. Glenn are Not Freeholders of the

County—Returns Not Made
July Ist.

For over three solid hours yesterday,
from twelve o’clock until ten minutes after

three, the Board of Equalization sat in
the county court room and heard com-
plaint after complaint and petition after
petition from taxpayers, nearly all from
Raleigh township, asking that the assess-

ment on their property be reduced. Sortie
property owners were there in person and

some were represented by their attorney*.

Altogether it was a large gathering in the

court room.
The Board started out to hear and de-

cide on each petition separately, but it
was soon seen that this plan would nevei

do, and on motion of Mr. Johns it was
decided to hear all the complaints one
after another and then meet in executive
session and determine upon them without
interruption.

The ball was set rolling by a complaint
from New Light township, Mr- W. F.
¦Sandling appearing for Mrs. Sanderling,
H. G. Sandling and Sandling Brothers.
Mrs. Sanderlin's property consisted of 280
acres assessed at $1,200. It was asked that
this be reduced to SBOO. A horse belong-
ing to H. G. Sandling was assessed at $75,
whereas it was claimed that it was worth
only 850. Sandling Brothers’ cotton gin
was also assessed too high, it was urged.

Mr. Sandling plead mightily before the
Board, giving the five minutes allowed by
the Board to each petition. He charged
enmity on the part of the tax assessors
and violation of oath, and was so bitter
that the Board had to call him to order.
The assessor was present, and after a
statement from him the Board voted to
make no change in these assessments, ex-
cept to reduce the assessment on the
horse to SSO.

Then the Raleigh complaints were
taken up.

A petition was read from Mrs. Lizzie
L. Belvin asking that her property be
reduced from $10,600 to $7,000. It was
assessed formerly at $6,000. One piece,
at Polk and Elm streets, had been sold
to Mrs. Christopher. The home place
was assessed at SIO,OOO, and the Avent
Perry place at S6OO.

Tax-Assessor Martin stated that
the property was on the Hills-
boro road opposite the Cameron
place, and they considered it one
of the handsomest suburban places. The
property fronted on the road, and the
residence was a fine brick one.

Mr. Hardin raised the point that the
property was not bringing any income, and
that it should-not be rated as n piece of
property that was used to make income.

Mr. W. N. Jones said that, while he
had no special interest in this piece of
property, he thought that the point raised
by Mr. Hardin should be considered by

the board. If a person choose to im-
prove and beautify a place for a resi-
dence, it ought not to taxed at the same
figure as if it was bringing an income. In
some cases the assessment of this kind
of property amounted to confiscation. It
did seem him that the assessors and
list-takers had been keyed up to
bring up assessments and not take down
in any case.

Mr. Gatling, County Attorney, said that
the assessors had tried to follow the in-
structions of the Tax Commission, to find
the real value in money, which it would
bring at a sale in the usual way. He
did not consider that a discussion of the
methods of assessing was in order be-
fore this board.

Mr. R. H. Battle said that there was
on# point he wished to make. The law-
had not been complied with, either as to
the appointment of the assessors and list-
takers, or as to the time of making re-
turns. It was required that the assessors
he frce-hoklers of the county, and two
of them were not free-holders. More-

r -i
I If Your I

Hotel

I Serves I
? ?

| Grape-Nuts |
j Punky j

® Send it Back to be served fresh •

I
from the package. j|

Help frequently leave the food I

in an open dish where it absorbs I

moisture from the air. ?

I This don’t hurt it a particle, I
but detracts from the pleasing I

crispness that many enjoy. 3

I*
A moment in the oven will re- «

store it. B
Insist upon good rich cream 1

with your Grape-Nuts. |

i :

TUB HEWS AND OBSERVER’ THURSDAT HORNING! AUG. SO. 1903.

over they had not made their returns
by July Ist, as required by law. Mr.
Battle moved that this board should de-
termrffie the average amount of increase
in the different townships and then reduce
the increase in Raleigh township to that
amount. This he considered was the
duty of the Board of Equalization.

Mr. Perrin Busbee then btated the po-
sition of the petitioners he represented,

that the assessment was null and void,
because the returns had not been made
as required by law, that Mr. C. D. Ar-
thur and Mr. A. E. Glenn were not free-
holders.

Mr. Arthur interrupted to state that
he was a free-holder, and could show his
deed for the land he owned.

Mr. Boushall thought that Mr. Battle’s
motion should be put at once, on the
general question.

Mr. Green said Mr. Battle was not
a member of the board, and Mr. Gatling
added that the Revenue Act made no
provision for the board hearing the legal
side of the questions.

Mr. Johns made a motion that the
board hear all complaints, examine them
carefully and determine upon them in
executive session.

Chairman Green put this last motion,
and it was carried by a vote of 16 to 1.

Mr. Battle then read the application oi
Mr. A. B. Stronach, that the assessment
of his store be reduced. It was raised
from $12,500 to $16,000.

This relief he asked on the ground of
discrimination between this lot and two
stores on opposite side of street, Mrs.
Swindell’s building, assessed at $14,000,
and T. H.Briggs’ Sons, assessed at
$17,000, raised to $18,500. It is not claimed
that these properties are assessed too low,
but that is assessed too high
in comparison.

Mr. Stronach’s warehouse on Hargett
street, raised from $2,500 to $3,500. He
would take $3,000 for it.

Dwelling house 411 North Bloodworth
street, raised from $3,700 to $6,500. Mr.
Jacob S. Allen has offered to build for
applicant a house of equal accommoda-
tions for $2,000. Twenty-five dollars per
month is good rental value for the place.

Five acres on north side of North
Boundary street, first valued at SSOO, then
at S7OO and now raised to $1,250, unim-
proved and rented for S2O a year. Cost
applicant $250.

Store houses, etc., at corner of Hills-
boro and Chapel Hill roads in West
Raleigh. Cost applicant $2,950. Assessed
with double store on it at SI,OOO, raised
to $4,000. Compared with the adjoining
property of Prof. W. C. Riddick, reason-
ably assessed at $2,750.

Cottage on North Bloodworth street,
raised from $1,200 to $1,750. An adjoin-
ing lot belonging to H. C. Johnston is
valued at $1,250.

Mr. Battle stated explicitly that in mak-
ing application for reduction of the as-
sessment of his property, applicant does
waive the objection that two of the es-
sesxors were not free holders of the town-
ship or county and that they have not
complied with the law.

Then Mr. Battle read the exception of
Mr. Peter H. Mayo, by Col. Benehan
Cameron, his son-in-law. His house and
lot had been, raised! from SIB,OOO to $32,500.

The average testimony of about twenty-

four men likely to know its value esti-
mates it as $16,500, in 1891. Since then
improvements, have been added amounting
to about $4,000.

The Benehan Cameron Square. Since
the Confederate War valued at $13,000.
During boom times raised to $14,000. Even
on $13,000 it. is difficult to pay the taxes.

Wf {oTJcdtt’s store, on East Martin
street, raised from $7,000 to $9,000. In-
surance men say property has decreased
in valuation.

Maria T. Haywood, through Mr. Bat-
tle, asked that the assessment on three
houses be reduced. It had been raised
from $5,700 to $8,500, although a lot valued
at SI,OOO had been sold off to Mr. Litch-
ferd. This property is near corner of
North Wilmington and East Jones streets.

Benehan Cameron and J. W. Graham,
receivers for benefit of Mrs. Geo. P. Col-
lins, Mrs. W. B. Shuford and Miss Annie
Graham ask reduction of valuation of 111
acres of land adjoining St. Mary’s School
property. Raised from $26,500 to $50,000,
and of the Beaverdam tract, raised frpm
$2,500 to $3,250.

Messrs. R. H. Battle and J. N. Hold-
ing. executors and trustees under the
mill of W. H. Pace, ask lor reduction of
assessment of property on which Mr.
Pace lived. Raised from $8,500 to $13,000.

Capt. S. A. Ashe stated that two lots
had been assessed as his on North Boylan
avenue, w-hereas he ow-ned but one, be-
sides one on the west side of Boylan
street.

Mr. S. A. Ashe, Jr., appeared for the
Raleigh Hosiery Company, which peti-
tioned for a reduction. Their lands and
buildings have been assessed as being
worth $15,250, but stand this company in
the place of only $11,448. He argued that
the increase could not he on the build-
ings, which are surely worth less than
their original cost. Accordingly the nl-
crease must be on the land, and amounts

to something over 300 per cent above
the actual cost value paid for it in the
purchases of 1900 and 1903, and 600 per
cent above last assessed value. If such
a fictitious value should be placed on
this land by this corporation and stock
issued for this “so-called increased value,’’
the corporation would be open to the
charge of watering its stock, which is
illegal under the laws of this State.

Mr. W. N. Jones presented a petition
from Mr. R. B. Raney, stating that he

:«nsidered the assessment of $25,000 on his
home at Hillsboro and Salisbury streetsfas
very excessive and unreasonable. The for-
mer total assessment of the whole prop-
erty was $12,000, including the rear lot
on Edenton street now assessed at $2,500.
He did not believe that the value in mon-
ey of the property could, by any citizen
well acquainted with the value of such
real estate, be placed at a higher sum
than SIB,OOO.

Mr. Jones filed an exception to the as-
sessment on his own residence. No. 522
Fayetteville street. Raised from $4,000 to
$6,000. He did not think the property
woutd rent for more than $25 per month,
and he doubted if more than $5.0(f 1
could be obtained for it at a cash sale.
Also the property on East Cabarrus street,
raised from $1,500 to $2,000. It rents for
s2l per month. The lot on Swain street
rents for $4 a month when rented, which
has averaged about six months in the
year. It cost sl9l when purchased, and
should not be taxed Tor more than S2OO.
A vacant lot on East Cabarrus street is
taxed at $250, when Mr. Jones gave $75
for it a year or so ago. He would be
glad to get $125 for it now. Should not
be taxed for more than SIOO.

Mr. Jones urged strongly a re-assess-
ment of the entire property in Raleigh
township.

The Mechanics’ Dime Savings Bank
asked that the assessment on the bank

If You Contract
to buy SIO,OOO in

5% Gold Bonds from

The Mutual Life Insurance
Company of New York,

Richard A. McCurdy, President,

Payment to be made during
20 years in annual instalments,
and you die after you have
made one payment, your estate
will receive
SSOO a year for 20 years $ 10,000
Then cash - .

. 10,000

Total guaranteed in gold $20,000

information as to terms can be had by writing

The Mutual Life Insurance
Company of New York,

Richard A. McCurdy, President,
Nkw York, n. Y.

F. P. BROWN, Resident Agent, Raleigh.
HARRIS R. WILCOX,

Manager, Charlotte, N. C.
H. E. BIGGS, Special Agent, Raleigh.

building be reduced from SII,OOO to $lO,-
000, as this is the amount given for the
property during the past year.

Mr. Boushall asked for a reduction on
the home of Mrs. Mattie A. Heck, on
North Blount street. The cash value is
actually not over $17,000, for she has
offered to soli for that and not been
able to do so. It would not rent for
over .3 per cent on the valuation of $17,-
500, though now assessed at $20,500.

Mr. I). T. Johnson asked that his lot
at Hillsboro and Morgan streets' be as-
sessed at $4,500. Tin* plate cost $4,400. It
was raised from $3,000 to $5,500. All
the improvements cost only SI,OOO.

Judge T. B. Womack appeared for Mrs.

F. P. Tucker, who asks reduction on the
following pieces o# property: The Tuck-
er Office Building, figures in regard to
which show that, with taxes assessed on
the new valuation, only 5 per cent, can
be realized. The expense of the building
averages $4,500 a year. Moreover the
Masonic Building will hurt this property.

The Robbins stables. Times Building
on Fayetteville street. Total income is
$339 a year. Raised front $4,000 to $5,-
000. The taxes alone take more than one-
third of the income. The Dodd Building.
Wilmington and Martin streets. Total
income $1,055. Raised from SIO,OOO to
$14,000. Home Residence. Vacant lot,
Hillsboro street, Carrollton Hotel, raised
from SIO,OOO to $17,000. For sale at $lO.-
000. Rocky Branch meadows. Store on
Wilmington street, occupied by Newcombe
& Peebles. Express Office on Fayetteville
street.

Mr. E. P. Maynard: He paid $2,500 for

his property at fair and open sale. It
would pay about 6 per cent on $2,500. He
asked that the assessment be reduced from
$3,000 to $2,250.

Mr. W. J. Young, Jr., said he had of-
fered his property on South street for
sale and could never get over $4,500 for
the entire 21 houses. Now eight that
he owns, less than half, are valued at
$2,775. The valuation of $2 150, the form-
er amount is a full assessment and he
asks for that same valuation.

Mrs. H. P. Martin asked for a reduc-
tion in the assessment of the Cox place,
on the Aven4 Ferry road. Raised from
$5,000 to $12,200. The rental value is>
$360 a year, which is nearly represented
by the former assessment of $5,000.

Mr. J. W. Barber said his store had
been raised from $5,000 to $8,500. Asked
that it be reduced to $7,500. His home
place 1m New Bern avenue had been
raised from $2,500 to $3,500. He thought
$?,000 a fair value.

Messrs. T. J. and J. C. Fraps excepted
to increase on property corner Fayette-

ville and Davie streets, $5,000 to $7,000.
Property does not rent well.

Senator Herbert E. Norris asked a re-
duction on his property on Louisburg
road, 14 J/2 acres of land and residence,
from $7,000 to $5,000. The increase from
$.3,000 to $7,000 he considered unreasonable.
Property he did not think would sell for
$5,000.

Mr. C. M. Bernard petitioned that the
assessment on his piece of property on
Fayetteville street known as the Jennie
Coffin office lot, between the Louis Mah-

ler residence and the Carrollton Hotel
be reduced from $3,250 to $2,000, the
price he paid Mrs. Tucker for it, and
lot on East Hargett street from $3,500

to $3,000, at which price he bought it
through J. M. Broughton & Co.

Mr. C. P. Spruill asked a reduction in
the assessment oP his property No. 317
South Person street from $2,500 to $1,700.

because it is higher than the assessment
of other properties similarly located. His
property was raised from $1,400 to $2,500.

After a few more exceptions from out-
side of Raleigh township, the board ad-

journed to meet at 10 o’clock this morn-
ing in executive session.

CHIB? JUSTICE CLARK SPEAKS.

Delivers Annual Address Before Virginia State
Bar Association.

Chief Justice Walter Clark leaves to-
day for Hot Springs, Virginia, where he
delivers the annual address before the
Virginia State Bar Association on Satur-
day.

At Durham Judge Clark will be joined
by Mr. J. Crawford Biggs, secretary of
the North Carolina State Bar Association.
Judge Clark will remain over to the
meeting of the American Bar Association
which takes place next week.

Amqrng others from North Carolina
who will be at the American Bar Asso-
ciation are Associate Justice P. D. Wal-
ker, of Charlotte; Mr. F. H. Busbee, of
Raleigh; Mr. Alex. B. Andrews, Jr., of
Raleigh; Mr. Lindsay Patterson, of Win-
ston-Salem, and Mr. W. D. Pruden, of
Edenton. _.

Mayor Orders Whipping.
Mayor Powell tried the cow-hide yester-

day afternoon, Judiciously applied by a
mother’s hand. Two colored boys named
Jackson had been fighting, and one had
thrown a rock at the other, inflicting a
•severe wound. Owing to the youth of
the offenders, the mayor ordered a whip-
ping by the mother, and it was well ap-
plied.

Ed. Cooper and Major Ward were ar-
raigned yesterday morning on the charge
of disorderly conduct, but were dismissed.

A DEATH ATA TOUCH
Aubrey A. Watson is Killed

by a Live Wire.

In Baliimore Wednesday—Funeral of Mr. F. A.

Watson’s Nephew Will Take Place in
Raleigh Today.

A sudden and horrible death in Balti-
more came to a young man on Wednes-
day who formerly lived in Raleigh.

This is Mr- Aubrey Watson, a nephew
of Mr. F. A. Watson, the photographer
of Raleigh, and son of the late Mr. Thomas
D. Watson. The Baltimore Sun gives the
following account of the terrible accident:

“Aubrey A. Watson, a lineman in the
employ of the United Electric Light and
Power Company, came in contact with a
live wire on the top of a pole on Plowman
street, between Front and Albemarle
streets, about 3:45 o’clock yesterday after-
noon, and was killed. He dropped to the
ground, a distance of forty-five feet.

“Dj\ Winfield Winsley, 1220 east Fayette
street, ran to the prostrate figure in com-
pany with a number of other passers-by,
and after a slight examination pronounced
the man dead. The body was conveyed to
the morgue in the Eastern district patrol
wagon and Coroner Riley was notified.

"Watson was terribly burned. His neck

Was burned through to the bone, liis left
thumb burned off and the hand almost in-
cinerated, and a deep hole was burned in
his abdomen. He also had a deep gash in
liis head, caused by his plunge from the
top of the pole.

“Watson boarded at 722 West Fayette
street and is not known to have any rela-
tives in this city. He is said, however, to
have a wife and child somewhere in the
South.”

Mr. Watson was an electrician, about
thirty-five years old- While in Raleigh
tie was connected with the Southern Bell
Telephone business during the time Mr.
Glass was superintendent. He went to
Winston, where he was at one time in
charge of the electric light plant and the
street car electric plant. From Winston
he wen(> to Baltimore.

His wife was formerly a Miss Robinson,
of Winston, and they have one child, an
infant. They have been married about
four years and Mrs. Watson is now in
Winston. Two sisters, Miss Ellen Wat-
son, of Winston, head nurse at the Twin
City Hospital, and Miss Meta Watson, of
Durham also survive him.

The funeral is to take place in Raleigh,
and the body will arrive here this after-
noon. liis wife and sisters will be here
for tlie interment and the body will be
taken to Oakwood Cemetery direct from
the train.

Wagon Question Settled.
A suit by the Harrison Wagon Co., of

Cary, against C. B. Ray, trading as the
Wyatt Harness Co., has been settled in
Magistrate Reid’s court. The Wagon
Company claimed that Ray was indebted
to them in the sum of $61.87 on account
of a wagon unsold, while Ray denied that
the account presented was a correct state-
ment, and set up a counter claim for
$199.99 as damages for a breach of con-
tract. The defendant demanded a jury,
which found that Ray was indebted to
the wagon company for $36.87, and should
give back the wagon lie had, the last of
three, the other two having been sold. It
was also found that Ray should receive
damages in the amount cf S2O. Accord-
ingly the judgment was that Ray must
pay to the Harrison Wagon Corapany
$16.87 and the wagon and costs of $6.40.

A colored firemen’s excursion from Nor-
folk brought a big crowd to Raleigh yes-
terday. A brass band was with it and
rendered excellent music during a street
parade.

XTRAORDINARY SEASIDE XCURSION
TO NORFOLK.

On Wednesday, September 2nd. the
Seaboard Air Line Railway will operate
a fast excursion train to Portsmouth,
leaving Raleigh and Durham at 10:00 a.
m., Louisburg 10:10 a. in.. Youngsville
10:45 a. m. Round trip $2.50; Oxford
10:30, Franklinton 10:56 a. m., Henderson
11:24 a. m., fare $2.25; Greystone 11:32
a. m., Manson 11:42 a. m., Ridgeway 11:45
a. m., fare $2.00; Norlina 11:49 a. in.,

Warren Plains 11:58 a. m., Littleton 12:20
p. m., Roanoke Junction 1:00 p. m., Wel-
don 1:10 p. m., fare $1.50. Very low rates
apply from all other intermediate sta-
tions.

This special train will arrive in Ports-
mouth 4:30 p. m. and returning leave at
10:00 a. m., Friday, the 4th. There will
be plenty of room for all. Special cars
for ladies and their escorts. Separate
cars for the colored people. Special low
rates at hotels.

For further information apply to your
agent for poster or address Christian &

Weathers, managers, or H. S. Leard, T.
P A., Raleigh, N. C.
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Fashionable Apparel °
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that our stock for this season Is the
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KING-KOLA
Tickles the palate and quenches the thirst. If you prefer an Ice, a Sher-

bet, a Sundae, a Grape Juice, we serve it in a manner to please you.

We have a list of about 150 “thirst antidotes,” and every drink served

is as good as pure materials and competent service can make it.

W. H. King Drug Co
Two Stores Raleigh, N. C.
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Carolina Portland Cement Co.,
CHARLESTON, S. C.

Largest Manufacture; s, Importers and Distributors of Portland and Rosendale
Cement, Lime and Building Material in the United States. Lowest delivered
prices quoted on application on Standard Brands in cargo lots, carload lots. Small
lots to any part iri America. Full stocks at interior mills, also at Baltimore, Md.,

Newport News, Va., Norfolk, Va., Portsmouth; Va., Wilmington, N. C., Charles-
ton, S. C., Savannah, Ga., Fernandina, Fla., Jacksonville, Fla., Pensacola, Fla.,
Mobile, Ala., New Orleans, La., Galveston, Texas, Birmingham, Ala., and Atlanta,
Ga.

Write for our prices.

G. A. Strickland & Co., SfSl£l!£S!
115=117 S. Wilmington St.
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If you want your fencing problems satisfactorily solved, call and see the
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can get absolute satisfaction.
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