
THE CITY OF A HUNDRED ISLES
Venice. Her Magnificent Architecture and Wealth

of Historical Legends.
(By W. IT. TOWNSEND.)

By an express on July 24 we go from

Florence to the "City of a Hundred

Isles"—2oß miles ovel* a country as

charming and varied as can bo imagined,

passing through 49 tunnels and over as

many yawning chasms. Here history,

romance, poetry, music and art are so

blended as to render the city immortal.

The city is without cabs, carriages or
horses, so on arrival we were shown
gcndolas, and asked to tak seats —four
to each boat. All passengers on the
train were thus conveyed to hotels. On
leaching the doors the gondoliers stepped
off and, tied their boats to a post. The
buildings rise abruptly from the water
without an inch of space between. The
streets are all of water, save a few nar-
row walks. All tralfic is brought in by

boat. The gondolier stands while he
rows, and, strange to say, on one side
all the'time, and will go as straight as
an arrow to where he desires. The Grand
Canal is the Broadway and sth Avenue

of Venice. Here are located the palaces
and principal buildings. A ride on this
thoroughfare some pleasant evening will
furnish sweet memories that will abide
through life. The “Campagnia del

Pittore" (Italian singers) give music--
vocal and instrumental—from their
beats —which floats on the water with a
charm unknown elsewhere. All Italians
seem born singers—men, women and

children. No other people appear to en-
joy music as they.

Venice was once a tower of strength—-

the conquering queen of Constantinople,
Geiiea and Pisa; the sovereign of Cyprus
and Candio, whose fame was in all the
world. ‘‘Here Galileo in 1609 invented the
telescope. Here Ixiyola in 153 G organized
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tlie order of Jesus.” This was the birth
place or home of many artists, Canovu
among them. Os him Byron says:

“Europe—the world—has hut one
Canova.”

In this city in 1449 the first hook was
printed in Italy—“Familiar Epistles of
Cicero.” The first editions of the Bible
and the classics came from Venice, and
more Hebrew books, it is said, were
published here than in all the rest of
Christendom together. Venice gave the

world tlie first newspaper—sold for a
coin icalled f'Oazetta,” and hence its
name. The “palladium of liberty” ori-
ginated under the most despotic of cities.
At Venice Bills of Exchange and Banks
of Deposit first appeared. The Vene-

tians have the honor of inventing arti 1
lery.

Venice is now a city of seven miles in
circumference, on 117 islands, connected
by 400 bridges, with 200,000 people.

The Piazza San Marco is the largest

open space in Venice, 500 feet long and
280 feet wide—and is paved with stones.
This is the grand resort for all condi-

tions and ranks of people—the great
promenade of Venice. Here one hears
the best music from fine bands, here
thv best refreshments are served from
the most famous restaurants, here one
meets his friends ami hopes to meet
“whom he loves.” It was on this spot

eleven centuries ago that the blind old
Dandolo received the crusader chiefs of
France —Montiort, Montierrat, Mont-
morency and Bandoin. Here Earbarossa
bowed his neck to the sandal of the
aged Pontiff, here the nuptu.ls of
Francesco Foscari were celebrated by a

tournament witnessed by 30,000 people;
and here Petriah assisted at the gorgeous
fetes for the conquest of Candia and ex-
claimed, “I know not that the world
hath the equal of this place.” It was at
the base of the Tree of Liberty, planted
in ,the centre of this square, that the
insignia of the ancient Republic were
consumed on the 4th of June, 1797; and
here fifty years later on March 22nd.
1848. that tile ancient Republic A\as de-
declared anew.

Two Monolith Pillars of oriental granite
red and gray stand on one side of the
Piazza. They were brought to Venice in
12th century by Doye Domenicho Mi-
chieli from his conquests in Syria. The
red column bears on its summit the marble
statue of St. Theodore, the protector of
the Republic and earliest patron ot
Venice. Singularly enough he holds the
suord in his left hand and a shield in
his right. On the gray column is the
winged lion of St. Mark in bronze. Na-
poleon took the winged lion to France in
1807.

SAN MARCO.
“In the year 829 the body of St. Mark

the Fvangclist, which had long lain in the
temple founded by himself at Alexandria,
it we may credit the prevalent tradition,
was transferred to Venice by two mer-
chants of the latter city, and his remains
lepose, it is believed, under the high al-
tar of this church. The present magni-

ficent edifice owes its origin to the ad-
vent of the sacred relics. It is built in
the shape of a Greek cross, and occupies
all the eastern side of the Piazza. In
no other building perhaps in the world
has there been lavished so much costly
material. Domes, columns (500 of mar-
ble) statues, mosaics (covering an area
of 48,000 square feet), wondrous arches,
altogether make up a building that might
be taken for a Mohammedan mosque.’’

Over the principal entrance arc four
bronze horses, supposed by some to be
the work of Lysippus, a Greek of Chio,
by others they were considered of Ro-
man origin, and that they surmounted the
triumphal arches of Augustus Nero.
Trajan and others. Constantine sent them
to Constantinople and Doge Dandolo
brought them to Venice with other spoils

from the East. Napoleon sent them to

Paris in 1797, where they crowned a

Triumph Arch until in ISIS Francis I. of

Austria sent them back to Venice and

had them replaced. These wonderful
horses weigh about two tons apiece and

are pure copper. 1 presume that nothing
finer can be found in the world. Time
has made little impression upon them.

In the pavement of the vestibule is a

porphyry slab which is thus described by
Rogers;
‘‘ln that temple porch
(The brass is gone, the porphyry Me-

mo ins)
Dili Barbarossa fling his mantle off.
And kneeling, on nis neck receive the

boot,
Os the proud Pontiff thus at last con-

soled
For blights, disguise, and many an an-

guish shake
On his stone pillow.”

"The council of Ten establishe 1 in 1310
and invested with supreme authority,
hated by many and dreaded by all—se-
cret, powerful,.relentless and omnipotent

sent forth its terrible decree*, and in
the same building received denuncia-
tions through the lion’s mouth”

The lion's mouth was Everywhere, at.
the portals of the ducal palace, at the
landing of the Giants’ staircase at the
entrance of the chamber ot the Ton; a
lion's mouth of marble, with yawning
jaws, for every department of State, for
every crime, for all comers, against all
persons, for written or for oral communi-
cations anonymous or signed; and below
each inscription, ‘‘Denounce! denounce!”
Once denounced the victim is seiasd; once
seized lie is sentenced; once sentenced
all is over. Nothing is seen, heard,

suspected of his fate. He disappears! A

man is suddenly missed by his family.
Where is he? They dare not ask. At
midnight one hears a splash. He stops,
he listens, he hears no more—al! is still!
He hurries on, breathless with terror,
with quaking footsteps.

The Palace and the prison are on op-
posite sides of a canal, and connected by

"The Bridge of Sighs.” We visited the
dungeons or cells in the prison below the
water with little ventilation, and they are
places where eternal night reigns—for
they arc pitch dark at midday. The place
where the guillotine cut their heads off
was pointed out. This is not now used,
and the prison is empty. 1 stood where
Byron did when lie wrote these lines;

"I stood in Venice on the Bridge of
Sighs;

A palace and a prison on each hand
I saw from out the wave her structures

rLe,
As frortf the stroke of the enchanter’s

words,
A thousand years their cloudy wings

expand
Around me, and a dying glory smiles
O'er the far times, when many subject

land.
Looked to tbe terrorized lion's marble

piles,
When Venice sat in state throned on her

hundred isles.”

In the Doge’s Palace is "The Golden
Stairs.” which were once only trodden by
tho-e of the nobility whose names were
written in the "Golden Book.” This book
contains the names of the patricians of
Venice and is the standard of nobility,
giving births, bridals and deaths of the
nobles. Some foreign names of royalty
appear on the pages. There are the
names qf Henry IV of France and the
Princess Marie de Medici—placed at his
request on the day of their marriage.

In this Palace is the Hall of the Grand
Council —175 feet mug and So broad. Here
sat the nobility. Around the Hall is the
celebrated fresco with portraits of 7b
Doges, arranged in chronological order,
with one vat ant space upon which instead
of a portrait there is ihis inscription:
"Hie est locus Marini Faletlni, decapi-
tati pro eriminibus.”

There are a multitude of famous pic-
tures on the wall, the most famous is
the "Glory of Paradise" —the largest pic-
ture ever painted on canvas —84 feet by

34 feet. Ruskin says this is "the artists'
chef d'oeuvre and the most precious
thing Venice possesses.”

In the Museum we were shown a
“Map of the world” by Fra Mauro, exe-
cuted in 11,57 —1459—the greatest curi-
osity of its kind in the world.”

As we rode on the Grand Canal we
were shown the palaces in which had
lived Lord Byron, Browning, Desdemora.
the Medicis. Shvloek and the foreign con
kuls and diplomats.

There are enough legends and romances
connected with Venice to fill many vol-

umes.
Amsterdam, Aug. 7, 1903.

Talking About Fighing

To the Editor: There are no very good
places to fish around Weldon with rod and

line. We have here, however, some of the
most enthusiastic fishermen in North Caro

lino. The limn perhaps, who knows about as

much about fishing as any citizen of Hali-
fax county is Mr. Benj. A. Pope, chairman
of the Board of County Commissioners. Ho

sav i tha*' perch is by f'»r the best
fish we have and that the best place in
North Carolina to catch them is in White's
mill pond, near Scotland Neck- Recently

lie was there with a party of friends and
they caught in two hours 200 fine speckles.
They were beauties, too, and game to

the last. Mr. Pope says, the best creek
fish is the "robin” or red throat. They
are very nice and sweet.

Mr. J- L. Harris, feed dealer, knows

about as much as the average man when
you approach him on the subject of fish-
ing. He has always had fine luck at Jor-
dan's and Margaret tosvi 11«. Chub is what
he goes in for mostly, and he usually gel*

his share. He thinks the speckles and

chub the best of all fish, but is also very
fond of the flyer, which abound in the pond
at Mnrgarettesville.

Captain W. T. Shaw, president of the
Weldon Cotton Manufacturing Company,
is a busy man, but ho will take a day off

most any time when you tell him about
the "beauties’’ the boys are catching. He
prefers to angle for speckles, but is not
averse to taking in a good sized chub oc-
casionally.

When you x\;int to know about all kinds
of fish just go to Mayor Britt, of Enfield.
He will adjourn court any day to try his
luck in Bellamy's lake, and he is usually
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successful in catching speckles, chubs and

red throats.
I Major William Burnett is also a success-
ful man with rod and line, and he never
fails to got a good share of chub and
speckles. He thinks the speckle perch the
best fish we have.

j Squire Joe Evans is a veteran and an
authority. He recently built him a splen-
did fish pond near Weldon and had it well
stocked with speckles and this season he
was in high spirits, thinking of how the
game beauties would run away with his
cork. But a storm came along, broke
the* dam and away went all the fish. The
’Squire is a strict member of the church-
He couldn't say a word. He simply stood
and looked upon the wreck, but didn't he
do a lot of thinking! With great pluck
and courage, however, he intends to re-
build the dam and try again.

| Mr. Frank Medlin is one of our most
successful river fishermen who uses traps
on slides. He takes in the l rock and shad
in season by the hundreds, and recently
he caught the largest sturgeon ever taken
from Roanoke River. It measures over ten
feet in length and weighed over 900
pounds,

| People who don’t mind wading in rough
places find it very fine to fish for the "red
fins" which abound in the swamp streams.
One fisherman recently caught seventy five
red fins and seven jacks in a few hours.
The pike is also a very fine fish, which may
be caught in this section, but they are
very indifferent about biting, and few of
them are taken from the streams.

! The best fish story ever told here was
a few years ago when some Northampton
fisherman appeared here wet and much ex-
cited and reported that they had been
attacked by a whale in Roanoke River
just below the old Petersburg railroad pier.
A party of hunters went in search but no
signs of the whale were ever found. A
few days later a dead whale was washed
ashore near Wilmington and many be-
lieved that it was the same whale that al
lacked the Northampton fishermen, as
they insisted that they had fired upon
and wounded the creature.

D. E. STAINBAGK,
I a Weldon, N. C.

COL JONES TAKES FOUR VOTES TO
NAME THE BEST FRESH WA-

TER FISH.

To the Editor: The fish that T regard
most highly, both from the standpoint
of the sportsman and the table, are the
mountain trout, bass, robin and the bronz
nosed brem. The habitat of the trout is
of course beyond the crest o*‘ the Blue
Ridge, and as original conditions still
largely prevail there, wo might expect ! >

find them in undiminished numbers, but
the constant destruction of thorn by dyna-

mite has all bill exterminated them in the
trans-mountain streams. Then, too, the
bass have forced their way info most of
thrm.and with their predatory habits have
either devoured the trout or driven them

J away, as they are rarely, if ever, found

associated in Iho same stream. The re-
sult is that the brook trout in North Caro-

lina is now a "fast fading rare.” and af-
fords lnil liltle sport to the angler.

I The fish lay its eggs, and the muddy water

is constantly*denositing slimy sediment
upon the eggs that in a great measure de
stroys their fecundity. The result of all
this is that the bass no longer affords

jsport in this section.
| The bass slill survives in the Catawba.
,Yadkin and the Dan. and in the Spring a
few run out to feed in the creeks that make

i into them, and tlioiY sportsmen may occa-
sionally land one or two in the course of
a day's fishing, where thirty years ago

ihe could have easily landed a dozen. T
know of no place in this section of the
country where the most industrious angler
can find a day's sport. Where the Uwharie
runs into the Yadkin and Stanly counlv
there was said to be good fishing up to a

.few years ago. Older men than yourself
will remember that that distinguished law-
yer Patrick H. Winston, Sr., was accus-
tomed in the last years of his life to
several months of every year fishing in
tliis place, and our friend Sam Pemberton

( told me many times that he had fished
there for bass with great success.

In the pine district, southeast of here,
where the land does not wash even when
the forests are removed, the conditions are
much betler. About Lumberton and Lau-
rinburer. and beyond at Dike Waccamaw,
and still further beyond in Waccamaw
River in the Cypress water the fishing is
still good for bass, robin and bronz nosed
brem. Os these fish the brem is perhaps
the most remarkable. Its natural habitat
is in the cypress water of the Eastern and

southeastern portions of this State, and
thence as far jßouth as Florida. He is as
ga.me as the gamest, sometimes weighing
as much as one pound in North Carolina,
and even more in Florida. Twenty years
ago nearly I stocked the reservoir of toe

Charlotte Water Works with bass. They
multiplied rapidly and I subsequently added
several other varieties, including the brem.
which I procured from South Georgia. The
bass exterminated all these fish except Ihe
brem. These were so prolific that they

withstood the depredations of the bass

¦and completely stocked the pond. Year by
year since that time, I have taken hun-
dreds of both sorts, and the same condi-

tion still continues. I have been informed
that they have been carried to reservoir.-,

near Hendersonville in the mountain
I plateau, and that they are doing very well
there. The brem is the only fish that !

know of that can live many years along
side of the bass. T should perhaps say
that in the reservoirs where 1 have placed
them here the muddy water is excluded,
and consequently they do not meet the
conditions prevailing in the open stream.

In all I have said, I have confined my-
self exclusively to the inland or fresh wa-
ter fish.

As to salt water fish my experience has
b*en confined to Morehead and the water
about Wilmington. For some reason I
l ave found the fishing at Morehead belter
than along the shores near Wilmington.

HAMILTON C. JONES.
' Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 18, 1903.

1

WHAT WINSTON-SALEM MEN THINK
j ABOUT FISHING AND WHERE

THEY FISH.

To the Editor: There is no finer sport
than fishing to a few citizens of Winston
Salem. These are Hons. Clement Manley.
W. T. Brown, Thomas Iluske, J. L. Gil
mer, T. L. Vaughn, E. D. Vaughn an t

1 Watt Martin. The last-named claims that
mountain trout is the finest fish to we
found in North Carolina. Next to these

1 comes the bass. Mr. Martin stated that
saw dust is exterminating many of the

1 (tout jn the mountain streams. It is
thrown in by the saw mill men. The
streams in which mountain trout abound
in Grayson county, Virginia, extending in
Alleghany. Ashe and Watauga counties to

. the South Carolina line. The local fisher-
men say that the streams in the Sapphire
country tmrrsh fine sport. The Messrs,

i Vaughs and Gilmers do most of their fish-
ing in southwest Virginia. They are ar

i ranging for a trip to that section in a
itew days. It is claimed by the lovers of

the sport that Watt Martin and Tom
Iluske can relate bigger fish yarns and are
better posted on the names of the various
finny tribes than any men to be found in
the Piedmont section. It is interesting to

hear them tell of their experiences with
hook and line on the creeks and river
banks.

Winston-Salem, N. C., Aug, 22, 1903.

AS BOYS, YOUTH AND MAN.

To the Editor: When I was a boy ten
years old I used to catch some forty min-
nows every Saturday in season in rigoon
House Branch, near Raleigh. These wlu-u
fried brown by old Aunt Jenny, the cook
and eaten, bonos and all, seemed to me
the perfection of lusciousness.

When I became grown I caught mack-
erel and pig-fish in the sound and in the
ocean. These served on the Atlantic Hotel
tabic, after I came in hungry, seemed an
exceedingly savory food.

Afterwards I put on a suit of old clothes,
took a pole and line, with hook well bait-
ed with worm, with a gourd sud of worms
hung around my neck, and waded into the
Pee Dee at Grassy Island in pursuit of

cat-fish. They did not bite that day as
they often do but I enjoyed the novelty
and the "cats” we caught were most pleas-
ing to the taste.

Then again I stopped once on the Bal-
sam mountains and waded the limpid wa-
ters of a neighboring creek, among the
laurels and ivy, and had a glorious morn-
ing, never to be forgotten. Although T
cannot boast of buckets full of trout, yet

the few caught, seemed to me, tired and
hungry from the jaunt, such ambrosia as
delighted the gods or a Mount Olympus.

My conclusion is that the speckled
trout, caught with a fly, not in a seine,
brought from the kitchen smoking hot
by a red-cheeked mountain Hebe, is the
prize winner for the palate of a man. But
if the taste of a ten year old boy is in
question, I vote for the crisp minnows.

KEMP P. BATTLE.
Chapel Hill, N. C., Aug. 22, 1903,

To the Editor: I am finite sure our

friend. Captain Ashe, has been feeding
for months on cat-fish, otherwise he would
not have been so much in love with tbe

sweetness and delicacy of mountain trout.
What does ho mean?

If he will come to Gates in the early

spring I will place before him a broiled
shad caught by “Doll” Eure —no one
else —from the Chowan River, and near the

Gates line, that surpasses in aroma,
sweetness, delicacy and flavor all other
fish in the world. After he has partaken
of this shad as we prepare it, he will have
nothing more to say about mountain trout
or any other trout or any other fish tbe

waters of the world produce. 1 am quite
sure of this,

W. I*. ROBERTS.
Gatesvllle, N. C., Aug. 21, 1903.

To the Editor: I am neither a "killer
of snakes” nor a ‘‘catcher of fish." bonce
no authority on desired information. The
sand from the hills lias about ruined fish-
ing in the small streams in Piedmont North
Carolina. Fifty years ago the chub was
Considered the finest fish in the Eno, but
I think they are now extinct.

W. A. GRAHAM.
Machpelah, N. C., Aug. 18, 1903.

To the Editor: Shad. Hook and Line.
Nar's Head.

(’HAS. A. G. THOMAS.
Edenton, N. C., Aug. 18, 1903.

Testified Against Son.

(Statesville Landmark.)

Jtoseboro's mother, who was a wit-
mss against her son, showed no evidence
of feeling while on the stand.
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OXOLO

ALL

Low Shoes At Cost
Specials in Queen Quality and Laird, Schober

Oxfords
Comfort & Durability Combined with Satis-

factory Prices

Hunter Brothers & Brewer
2io Fayetteville St. Fayetteville St.2io

Better than toast, tea and beef juice to

the invalid is a single wine glass of Oxolo.
It repairs while it strengthens.

Grocers and Druggists Sell It.

J. G. BALL, J. C. STEVENSON CO.,
Raleigh, N. C. Wilmington, N. C.

Are the Jobbing Agents.

The Eastern Life Insurance Company
OF AMERICA.

Can furnish you with the best insurance
obtainable on the market at a Standard prem-
ium, and can assure larger dividends than paid
by a great many of the companies.

For sample policy addre; s H. Susman, General Agent,
WASHINGTON, N. C.

willgo on your a merican Bonding Co.
... BOND ...

-FA OF BALTIMORE.
ASSETS OVER *2,500,000. BUSINESS CONFINED TO SURETY BONDS.
Accepted as wde securly by U. S. Government and the State and Counties oi

North. Carolina.
SOLICITS THE BONDS OF

Federal Officers, • Administrators, Executors, etc.
Bank, Corporation and railroad officers. Guardians, Receivers and Assignees,

Deputy Collectors, Gaugers, etc., Cotton and Tobacco Buyers,

Insurance and Fertilizer Agents, Contractors and Builders.
Postmaster, Letter Carriers, etc. Tobacco and Cigar Manufacturers.

And all persons occupying positions of trust and responsibility.
Reasonable rates and prompt attention to correspondence.

RELIABLE AGENTS WANTED

In all county seats and important towns *n which we are not at present represented

R. B. RANEY, General Agent, Raleigh, No. Carolina.

The Security Life and Annuity Co.
Guaranty Capital,

LeE
Home office

$100,000.00 -

M
Greensboro, N. C.

Our policies provide a fixed annual income, payable quarterly in afivance, for
the widow and orphans as long as they would be dependent upon the Insured.
Every policy is protected, not only by a full Legal Reserve, but by a Guaranty

Capital of $100,000.00 deposited with the Insurance Commissioner of North Caro-

lina.

J. VAN LINDLEY. R. E. FORSTER, GEO. A. GRIMSLEY,

President Actuarry. Secretary.

DIRECTORS

J. Van Lindley, W. S. Thompson, J. W. Ilaues, P. 11. Hanes, Lee 11. Battle, W.
A. Blair, John W. Fries, E. Colwell, Jr., J. W. Scott.

King & Kimball, Counsel.
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0r mail 25 rcn<s {0 C. J. IWOFFETT, M. D„ ST. LOUIS, MO.
Tuskkock. Ala.. Jutv 28,1.878. - Dr. <'.•!. MoKFETT—My D> ir Sir: Justice to you demands that I should give yon

my experience with your excellent medicine, TEETHINA. our little girl, just thirteen months old, has had much
trouble tee: lung. Every remedy was exhausted iu tho shape of prescriptions from family physicians. Her bowels
-ontinued to pa s off pure blood and burning fever continued for days at a time. II r li.'e was almost d< p; ired »>',
Her mother determined to try TEETHINA. and in a day or two there was a great change—new life had returned- ¦’
the bowels ware regular, and thanks to TEETHINA, the little i.abo is r.ow doins well.

Yours, etc., P. W. McIVEB, Editor and Proprietor Tuekegee( Ala.) New3.

Roses, Carnations, and Other
Choice Cut Flowres

For all occasions. Floral Designs at short notice. Palms,
Ferns, and other hot-house plants for house culture as well
zs all kind of bedding plants. Celery,Collard and late Cab-

bage plants.
¦

H. STEINMETZ, Florist
Phones 113 Raleigh, N. C.
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