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A MORNING TONIC.

(Jean Nicolas Grou.)
All extreme sensitiveness, fastidious-

ness, suspicion, readiness to take offence,
and tenacity of what we think our due,
come from self-love, as does the unworthy

Secret gratification we sometimes feel
when another is humbled or mortified;
the cold indifference, the harshness of our
criticism, the unfairness and hastiness of
our judgments, our bitterness towards
those we dislike, and many other faults
which must more or less rise up before
meat men's conscience when they ques-
tion it sincerely as to how far they do
indeed love their neighbors as Christ has

loved them. He will root out all dis-
likes and aversions, all readiness to lake
offence, all resentments, all bitterness,
from the heart which is given up to his
guidance. He will infuse his owu tender

love for man into his servant’s mind and
teach him to “love his brother as Christ
has lowed him.”

UNPOPULAR BUT SOUND.

The old command read “Children obey

your parents,” and that command heeded

made boys grow into men who had learn-
ed to control themselves.

To-day the command seems by many to

read: “Parents obey your children,” if

we may judge by the number of children

who scout the precepts of their parents

and actually turn tlie tables and compel

the parents to walk in paths made for

them by their children.
What is the reason? The Bible doctrine

“Spare the rod and spoil the child” has

been disregarded. Parents often boast

that they are too humane to be guilty of

the cruelty of whipping their children,
and call whipping a relic of the Dark

Ages. IA nine cases out of ten the par-

ents of such children give free rein to

their appetites and their unrestrained chil-
dren down the gray hairs of their fath-
ers to their graves.

Prof. Sharpe, superintendent of public
schools in Alexander county, in an address
on the necessity of discipline, is thus quot-

ed by the Statesville Landmark:

“Well, you say, do you mean to tell me

I must whip? I say govern as you would
your ehild. I think a wise man has said.
‘Spare the rod and spoil the child.’ I find

in my family it is necessary; I find in the

school that it is necessary; I find in the

school that it is good medicine. I know

I am on ground now that is a little unpop-

ular. but nevertheless there is where T
stand. Do not misunderstand me. I do
not mean to be a tyrant, but a kind and
faithful friend, one who studies the best
interest of your student. Ji you do whip,
be sure you keep it up long enough to
govern the child.”

Sensible Prof. Sharp!
We have mote well equipped and schol-

arly teachers in North Carolina to-day

than ever, but in too many instances there

is a lack of discipline, and boys who are

not inclined to study are not made to do

so. Parents ought to look after this, bTit
when they fail, the faithful teacher should
stand in their place.

When John Quincy Adams was a boy

he didn’t wish to study Latin. His father

was firm in the determination that he
should study it. One day John Quincy
told his father he preferred to plow and
grub stumps in the low grounds. “Very
well," said his father, “if you prefer to
do the work of a hired man than to be-
come an educated man. you may do so.”

He made him eat the same food that form-
ed the meals of the hired man, compelled
him to work the same number of hours,
and in every way to live the same hard
life. It wasn’t long before John Quincy
was glad to get back to his Latin. Sup-
pose John Adams had yielded to his son’s

lazy whim and permitted him to quit
school—the country would have lost one

of the ablest and most learned men who

has given lustre to its history. How
many parents would have the stuff in

them to pursue the John course

with a boy who did not wish to study?

ißiigidl discipline is unpopular.;

mixed with love and kindness, it is neces-

sary to make men of the right stamp.

"Robeson Leads in Illiteracy” was a

recent headline. Robeson leads also in

size, in sending its sons to college, in
building good schools, in temperance and

in progress. No county in North Carolina

is going forward more rapidly in every

good way than Robeson. The next census

will show a decrease in illiteracy and an

increase in every element of true progress.

Keep your eyes on the county of Robe-

son.

Mr. Blaine left a fortune of one million
dollars. Once be was a poor country

editor.
«

THE EFFECT OF THE “CORNER"
IN COTTON UPON THE SOUTH-

ERN FARMER AND MANU-
FACTURER.

The Secretary of Agriculture is very se-

vere on the Southern speculators who

have cornered the supply of cotton and

made cotton dear to manufacturers. The

Baltimore Sun calls attention to the fact

that Mr. Wilson did not feel called upon

to roast the Chicago syndicate that corn-

ered the wheat, making it high to the
consumer. In both instances the same
selfish desire to get rich prevails. In the
wheat trust, Western farmers got the
benefit of the corner. In the present in-

stance, if the speculators continue the

corner it may result in helping the South-
ern cotton farmer. It is perhaps hoping

too much to expect the cotton farm-

er to reap any benefit from manipulation.

He has usually suffered from it, though
ex-Senator M. C. Butler, of South Caro-
lina, gives it as his opinion that the men

who have “cornered the market” in cot-

ton “have clone more for the producers

of cotton, the farmers, in a few months,
than the Department of Agriculture in
ten years.” He argues that “corner”
was a legitimate transaction and will

greatly benefit the Southern farmers. He

goes on to say that the mill-owners have
been growing rich at Ihe expense of
ton farmers, that “they have not paid

a fair price for cotton 'in the last ten
years” and he argues that the effect of
the speculation of the New Orleans men
will be to deliver the farmer from the
clutches of the manufacturer.

Secretary Wilson replies with spirit to
General Butler’s tart criticism, and says;

“I hope the ‘business men’ of whom
ho speaks will see to it that these prices
continue until the cotton grower sells
the coming crop. If that should be done,

! I will make a trip to South Carolina, find
General Butler, if he should be there,
take off my hat to him and say to him
that I regard him as a groat public bene-
factor, who has been able to see further
ahead into the future than Ave poor

| folloAvs of the Department of Agriculture.
But if, on the other hand, it should oc-
cur that the price of cotton is dropped,

; Avhon the farmer gets ready to market
his new crop, down to eight cents or
seven cents, instead of 15 or 12. then, of
course, I shall adhere to my opinion
that the manipulation of the present cot-
ton corner by the gamblers of Avhom I
spoke is doing indefinite mischief.”

Fortunately it will require only a
fe\\r weeks of waiting to determine

¦ which is right. If prices keep up
(when the farmers are selling their
new crop, General Butler Avjll regard

his position as sustained. If the
price “slumps,” Secretary Wilson will
have a right to say. “I told you so.”
So far as the Southern farmer is con-
cerned, up to date t,he putting up of

the price of cotton has done him no good.

He sold nearly all of his crop at eight
cents and the balance at ten cents. He has
had no cotton to sell since prices touched

j twelve cents. The only persons benefitted
so far are the speculators. The manu-

facturer has been hurt, his business de-
moralized, and tlie cotton mill industry

jlias been checked. If the price of cot-

ton this fall is twelve cents, the South
will bo helped much more than it has

been hurt by high priced cotton this
summer. But if the price goes down Avhen

the crop is ready for market, the South
in common Avith the textile world has
been hurt Avithout any compensating bene-

fit.

The South is deeply interested in both
the culture and manufacture of cotton.
It Avishes such conditions as a\ill make

for the prosperity of both farmer and
manufacturer, of toiler in the cotton fields
and weaver in the factory. There is an
absence of those conditions that pro-

duce success Avhen Avithin six months the

price of cotton varies from eight to four-
teen cents. It Avould be of vastly more
value to both farmer and manufacturer if

the crop had ranged all the time between

¦ ten and eleven cents. In the fall, when
I the farmer Avas marketing his crop, the
pi ice did not exceed eight cents. Dur-

ing the past summer, when the farmers
had no cotton, manufacturers Avero forced
ito pay twelve and thirteen cents for it
or shut down their factories. Was either
benefitted?

I

Secretary Wilson, in his first article,

I presumes that the higher price of cotton
during the summer was arbitrarily in-
creased by the Ncav Orleans speculators.
In this he may be mistaken. A portion—-
perhaps a large portion—of the increase
is due to the law of supply and demand.
The demand Avas great; the supply Avas

small. Therefore the price went up.
The New Orleans speculators, taking ad-
vantage of their knowledge of the small-
ness of the volume of cotton in the
country and the large demand, concluded
to gamble on their ability to pul up the
price. They won. The price is up. Will

lit *day up in October and November so
that the farmer can receive the benefit?
li so, then General Butler may be justi-

jfled. But, if the price is increased to
jthe farmer by the corner, over and above
the natural increase that Avould come from
the Ihav of supply and demand, it would
be fictitious and in the long run would be
dangerous to the best interests of the
farmer, as it would be injurious also to

¦ the manufacturer.
i It speculators this year can “corner”
thi cotton crop in the interest of higher
prices, can they not next year “corner”
it in the interest of lower prices? It would
be disastrous alike to farmers and manu-
facturer for eotton to be the foot-ball
of stock gamblers.

- The natural laws this year will give
i the farmer a higher price for his cotton

v A

than he has received in years. He ought

to Avant every cent that natural laws
Avill give, for he may be well assured

that if the “corner” by manipulation and
gambling gives him more this year than
he Avould get through the operation of the

laAv of supply and demand, stock gamblers

will take many times as much from him
when they see that they can make more
by pushing the price dOAvn beIOAV the cost

of production. Stock gamblers care noth-
ing for the farmer or the manufacturer.
They care only to get rich by corners
and other manipulations. If one year they
help the farmer, they are apt to de-

stroy him next. They have the same in-
terest in the manufacturer.

The need of the agricultural Avorld and

the manufacturing world is for/stability
and the operation of natural laws. It
the farmer could get between ten and

twelve cents for his cotton year in and
year out, he would be much more pros-

perous than to get five* cents in one year

and within a few gets fourteen cents. Such
wild fluctuations are most hurtful. The

same is true of manufacturers. If they

would figure upon paying betAveen ten and
twelve cents for cotton, regulated by sup-

ply and demand, they would make their
contracts based upon such prices and
would be more prosperous than they can
be Avhen cotton goes from seven to four-
teen cents in less than twelve months.

Nothing would Avork greater injury to

the South than for the stock gamblers to
be able to “corner” the market. The
tobacco trust has effected a practical cor-

ner on tobacco with the result that to-

bacco brings less than the cost of pro-

duction. The same thing will follow in

cotton Avhen it is cornered, for the to-

bacco trust is not the only conscienceless
trust in America.

In its issue of August of the 26th, the

Louisville Courier Journal thus gives its

views on Mr. Wilson’s intervieAv:
“An advance of over $2 a bale is the an-

swer made by the cotton trade to the
assertion of the Secretary of Agricul-
ture that gamblers are responsible for
the previous rise. Fcay' editors of agri-

cultural papers could show more igno-
rance of the cotton situation than Mr.

Wilson displays. The cotton planter
could have gone into the market yester-
day and sold contracts for his growing

crop at 11.27 cunts for September deliv-
ery, 10.30 cents for October delivery,
10.30 cents for November, 10.26 cents for

December, and 10.27 cents for January,
and 10.25 cents for February and Malx-h
deliveries. These were tlie closing Ncav
York prices. The Secretary may say this
is gambling, but the contracts are legally
enforceable, as the short sellers have had
reason to knoAV to their sorrow the past

six months. There is an actual demand
for spot cotton also, and yet many mills
ihave closed down, thus reducing the con

sumption. The man who has spot cotton
has something as good as AVheat in the
mill, and that is also mighty good at the
present and likely to be better in the
future.”

The Roanoke-Chowan Times seems to

agree with Secretary Wilson, for it says:

“Judges Brown, Neal and perhaps one
or two other of our Superior court judges
liaA-e resurrected the laAv of 1899 relating
to speculation in cotton futures and are
instructing the grand juries to make pre-
sentments, it being a violation of the Ihav
to, cither buy or sell with no intention
of delivering the cotton or other com-
modities. The speculators ruin the farm-
ers. The corner in cotton this summer
by the Brown syndicate of New Orleans
will cause the cotton farmers to lose
heavily in the sale of the present crop.
Had it not been for the speculators prac-
tically all of last year’s crop Avould have
been manufactured by the time the new
crop is put on the market. Instead of
this the cotton factories had to suspend
work. The high price of cotton during
the past live months has not benefitted

one farmer in a thousand for the simple
reason the farmers had no cotton to sell.
We need a national law on the subject.”

THE SERPENT AND THE APPLE.

If the serpent had not deceived Eve and
if Adam and Eve had not eaten of the

apple—how much of speculation,

ical, psychological, pomological, have
hung around that portentous “if.”

Here’s a modern story of the apple and

the serpent from the Asheboro Courier:

“Mr. James Keevcr, near Liberty

church, says his little grand son was eat

ing an apple and a snake about a foot long
came out of it. It Avas about, the size of

a common soAving thread, white and had a

flat head. It struck at the boy like a

large snake and tried to bite him.
Throughout history there seems to run

some kindred influence between the set-

pent and the apple. In this day it is more

particularly seen in converting a man into

a devil by imbibing too copiously of the

juice of the apple. Not a day passes but

some deed of a man made mad by brandy

is recorded. Is the apple foreordained
for all time to bring about the undoing oi

man?
Wo are told that Eve saw the serpent be-

fore she partook of the apple- In the case

from Randolph the little boy did not see

the serpent until he had bitten into the

apple. In both cases there was a close re-

lationship between the apple and the

snake.

The State Republican thinks the way te

stop lynchings is to send lillman and al

men who agree with him on the lymhing

question to the penitentiary tor life ai

accessories to the crime. Wouldn’t it. b(

better for the State Republican to advise

its vicious colored political associates tc

quit committing the crime?

If you do not read anything else in

today’s News and Observer, road the full

report of the committee made to the

American Bar Association. It- is the most

important declaration upon the trust ques-

tion yet made by any such body oi legal

leaders.
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TAXATION AND CONFISCATION.

To the Editor: A demonstration of the
tax-rate in our city will serve more ef-
fectually than a mere argument. The
rate is $2.40; that is, $24.00 on the SI,OOO.

First example: A man OAvns SI,OOO. He
lends it at 6 per cent., the legal rate. He
assumes the risk in this loan. He re-
ceives $60,00, of which he pays in taxes
$24.00, leaving him only $36.00 as his
share. $24.00 is 40 per cent, of $60.00. Tins
tax, therefore amounts to 40 per cent,

of the income of the person.

No political party could levy such a
tax directly and surviVfe an election.

But this is not the end of the matter.
This rate of $2.40 covers only State,

county and. city tax. The United States
takes her share out of the $36.00.

econd example: Houses Nos. 117 and
119 Folk street: These houses rent for

$16.66 per month, or S2OO each per year.
They Averc appraised at $3,500 each, on
what ground no one knows. They are
uoav appraised at $3,000 each. The tax

rate is $24.00 per thousand or $72.00 on
each house. This leaves $128.00 as the
income from one house, or $10.70 per

month. The tax collectors receive $6.00
per month. Their $6.00 is certain, while
the owner’s $10.70 is not only subject to

less by difficulty in obtaining tenants,
but from this precarious $10.70 the OAvner
must pay repairs, insurance and improve-
ments.

I have authority, by the way, to se*ll
to any of our tax assessors or any mem-
ber of the Board of County Commission-
ers either of these house's, valued by them
at $3,000, for $2,500. And 1 think $2,000

a good price. Ttyis offer is made in
good faith. In fact, according to the

appraisal of this property and a piece of
Ins own, I can give one of the appraisers
quite a bargain in a sevap.

Example number three: A widow re-
ceives from her husband’s avi 11 SIOO,OOO.
®h< invests it at 6 per cent —the best she

can do. She gets $6,000.00. She pays the

I tax collectors out of this $2.400— leaving
her enly $3,600.00. With this she must
pay attorney fees, withstand losses, etc.,

etc. Evidently the tax collectors receive
in net money from her property nearly as

much as she docs,

iExamplo number four: A house on
Blount street is appraised at $12,000. Our

appraisers put it higher, but it Avas re-
duced to this sum. It rents foi $43.00.
The tax on it is S2BB. The rent is $516.
This leaves the owner only $228 on her

$12,000 properly; and Avith this she must
keep it in repair; keep it insured; paint
it, etc. She receives, therefore, practic-
ally nothing for it. Taxation that de-

stroys the profit-paying potver of a piece
of property is confiscation, no irore and

• no less.
I think I am justified by the introduc-

! tcry to tho latest report of the North
I Carolina Tax Commission (i. e., the Cor-
poration Commission) in saying that a
tax rate of $2.40 on the money value of

I a piece of property is confiscatory and

cannot be collected. I refer tho reader
to that report.

I am also justified by tho foregoing ac-
tual example in saying that the recent
appraisal of property in Raleigh is as un-
just as the tax-rate is oppressive.

J. W. BAILEY.
[The question of the tax-rate has noth-

ing whatever to do with the assessment.

It is the sAvorn duty of the assessors to

put the property on the tax-books at its

“true value in money." That duty is the

same in Rhamkatte, Avhere the tax rate

is tAA-o-thirds less than it is in Raleigh,

as in Raleigh where the very high rate

of $2-10 prevails. Mr. Bailey gives four

examples of pieces of property that he

says are over-valued. We printed yester-

day the record of seven pieces of prop-

erty, sold in Raleigh since the assess-

ment, that were undervalued. One piece,

assessed at $2,000 sold for $5,000. There

is some property assessed too high—it

ought to be reduced. There is some /prop,

city assessed too low —it ought to be

increased. But the fact remains that

in ninety nine cases out of every hun-

dred the assessment is beloAv “the true

value in money.” If the law ought to

take into consideration the question as

to net income from property, raised

by Mr. Bailey, let him agitate to change

the law, instead of reflecting upon of-

ficials who took an oath to make assess-

ments in accordance Avith the laA\r . If Ihe

assessors were guilty of favoritism, as lias
been alleged, let it be pointed out and cor-
rected. Any favoritism in assement is
wronging every tax payer whose property

is assessed at its true value.
With reference to Mr. Bailey’s figures as

to what tax is paid by the person who

lends out cither SI,OOO or SIOO,OOO, it is

only necessary to say, according to Mr.

Bailey’s statements, that there is next to

no money loaned out in Raleigh if we art

to judge from the tax-books. Ifpeople in
Raleigh have solvent credits, they do not
appear on the tax-books, for Mr. Baile>
says ihe solvent credits aggregate only

'51,818.18. Is he not mistaken in thes
figures. We need not waste sympathy
on the heavy taxes widows pay on money

loaned when the tax lists show that they

do not pay it!
The tax assessment in Raleigh is neith-

er unjust, unfair nor confiscatory, though

Jit is not perfect or free from inequalities,

j From Mr. Bailey’s letter, it appears he
is objecting chiefly to the high rate in
Raleigh. In that • position he is right.
With the increased assessment of prop-

erty, tho county commissioners and city
aldermen can both decrease the rate. If
all who feel that taxation here is bur-
densome (and it is) will unite in proper

appeals, both the city and county rates

( can be materially reduced Avithout affect-

i ing good and economical government. Tne
way is plain for them to do it and the

public have a right to expect them to

make a reduction in the rate commensur-
ate with the increased assessment. The
t< ndency in city and county governments

is away from rigid economy. The need

j is to demand and insist upon the closest
economy in public administration. If

the people of Raleigh will fight as earn-

| estly for a decreased tax-rate as they

I fought for loAver assesments, they will Avin

the fight.

) It will be a great thing for Raleigh to

have full assesment of its property and

a low tax rate. It will be ten-fold better
than to keep up low assessments and a

high rate, “But,” we are told, “it Avill be

bard to secure the reduced assessments—-

public officials avi11 wish larger incomes
and will find excuses to prev'ent the re-

duction of the rate.” Public officials are

public servants. If. they refuse to heed

the Avishes of the people, the voters are

masters. No unreasonable demand should
be made upon public officials. It is not
unreasonable to demand a reduction of

the tax rate in city and county in the

exact proportion of the increase in the

assessment of property. If it means close

and rigid economy iu the conduct of the

affairs of the city and county, that is

Avhat the tax payer wants. —Editor.]

THEY ARE COMING BACK

Census figures do not bear out the cur-

rent belief that the negroes are rushing to

the Northern cities, though the exodus to

the North since the census was taken

from portions of North Carolina has been

considerable. Some of these are coming

back. After the recent riots in Illinois

and Indiana trains going into Kentucky

were crowded Avith negroes who sung I m

going back to Dixie.” A Cumnock corres-

pondent of the Chatham Record tells

the same story:

"Several negroes avlio left here for West

Virginia mines sometime ago, hu\ r e return-
ed somewhat the worse for wear and tear
and are very anxious to get work again

at this place. There is not any reasonable
excuse for any one Avho intends to work

at mining leaving this place under the
existing conditions, as they can save more
money here than in either Fa., or West
Virginia, because there are no labor
troubles or strikes here.”

Industrious and worthy negroes— (and

there are many such among us) —live bet-

ter and get along better in North Caro-

lina than anyAvherc else in the Avorld.
They are protected in their right to

work, in their property, and have the

friendship of their white neighbors. In

Raleigh the relations between the white
and colored race is all that could be de-

sired. Tlds is because the bulk of the

negroes are industrious and worthy of the
friendship of their white neighbors. May

It. always be so!

Fifty arrests were made in Atlanta in
one day under the new vagrancy law.
That law% it is said, lias made it easy for

farmers to get labor.

Warren Confederate Dead

The folloAving poem was written and de-
livered by Mr. Tasker Folk, of Warrenton,

N. on the occasion of the unveiling of
the Confederate monument at that place
on the 27th inst:

Backward, baokAvard. rearward rolling,
Sweep our memory’s rushing waves,

While the bells of war are tolling
Sounds of battles past in story,

Battle-sounds of deathless glory,
While the tear-drops of our sadness
Mingle with our sounds of gladness,
Let us meet in grand re-union,
Let vis join in sAveet communion

With Warren’s host of spirit braves.
i

Where our gallant dead are sleeping
Beneath the crimson-crested sea, (

There our memory sad is steeping
All its thoughts in glory keeping
And the hallowed past is creeping
Nearer to the present heaping
SacriHl thoughts o’er comrades sleeping,
Sleeping there' in silent glory,
While the night winds sigh their story

To the’ distant, shadowy lea.
I

In each heart should be a longing
To honor do and homage nay

To those heroes avlio went thronging,
Leaving all to them belonging,
Rushing proudly to the battle ,

Not like dumb and driven cattle.
But like men who heard the rattle
Os the musket brave and fearless.
True and grand and proud and peerless

Were Warren’s sons avlio wore the gray.
i

Then draw from Recollection's sheath
The stainless sword of Warren’s pride!

O’er hill and valley, plain and heath,
Far flash its circling light and wide.
Upward flashing, glancing, gleaming,
Let its light be onward streaming
To the graves whore now lie dreaming

Those who fought for us and died-

When Avar’s black cloud hung darkly o'er
Our Sunny South, our native land,

And when the cannon's deadly roar
Its thunders rolled from shore to shore,

Did Warreiys Soldiers trembling stand?
i

When North and South divided stood
On the banks of War’s red river,

And Mars sprang reeking from the flood, <
And hurled his lightning spear of blood,

Did our soldiers quake or shiver?

When battle from war’s forge of hell
Cast wide and far the screaming shell
That bore death’s message and its knell
O’er bleeding valley, plain and dell,
Did Warren’s brave soldiers falter?
No! but at their Country’s altar
Bowed and breathed their battle psalter,
Then proudly rose, unsheathed their

swords,
And shouted AviVl the ringing words,
“Our Country!’’

Then rushed ’mid sabres’ clang and clash,
And fought ’mid battle’s crush and crash,
Fell in the muskets’ blinding flash,
Poured their hearts’ blood out like water
Freely on the field of slaughter,
Asked no mercy, begged no quarter.
But fought and fell, their latest breath,
Defiance in the face of death —

For Dixie!
i
A

North and South again united
No longer hear the clash of swords;

Union vows again are plighted,
But hark to memory’s pleading words

Oh, my country! Oh, my nation!
Forget not thy illustrious braves

Let monuments of consecration
Stand sentinel o’er our soldiers’ graA’cs!

Not for fame they fought and fell,
But fought for honor and country’s weal,

Hearken then to memory’s bell
Whose echoes are heard in the land of

the leal.

(The man who gambles picks liis owu
pocket.

Spirit of the Press.

AFLEST SPEECH IN A GENERATION.

Fayetteville Observer.

Judge Clark’s address on the subject

of “Trusts,” before the Bar Association
of Virginia at the Virginia Hot Springs,

is probably the ablest speech dcii\cvcd
in this country in a generation.

FAVORS LYNCHING.
Henderson Gold Leaf.

Ordinarily we are opposed to lynching
—preferring rather to let the law take
its course—but tho brute m Wilson coun-
ty should promptly have dangled iroiu
the end of a rope without the sanctiou
of judge or Jury. And tne fiend in hu-

man form was not a negro, either. He
was a white man and the crime all the
worse from t-fie lact that lus victim Avas

his oavii little daugnter, under ten years
old.

LEHR AND MISS ROOSEVELT.
The Memphis Commercial.

The almost incredible story comes to
the public that Miss Alice Roosevelt, the
daughter of the President of the United
States, had daneed Avith the notorious
Harry Lehr at a recent function.

It is not a pleasant story. To those
who have a proper regard for the dignity
of the Presidency and of its environments,
it is a painful story. It is not an exhibi-
tion of democracy; it is a defiance of or-
dinary decency. Had Miss Roosevelt at-
tended a ball given by the Ladies’ Aux-
iliary of the Hod Carriers’ Union and
danced with one of the lusty and muscu-
lar young felloAvs in attendance, no one
would object. People would feel disposed
to praise the condescension. Had she at-
tended a ball given by the order and
stepped oft a measure Avith the President,
or financial secretary of the Basswood
Workers’ Benevolent and Protective As-
sociation, No. 476, every one Avould have
applauded the young woman’s adherence
to the true spirit of American equality—-
but dancing with Harry Lehr!

Lehr avhs a dandy idler as a boy, Avho
sponged on his family until he became a
wine drummer. Since then every time
his*name has appeared in print it has
been connected with some scandalous
nonsense or idiotic escapade. His first
appearance before the country Avas when,
returning from a society debauch in Bal-
timore, he followed the young woman,
av ho afterAA'ards served a short term as
the Avife of Freddie Gebhardt, into a
Avatertank because she dared him to do
so and he would not take a dare, while
ready enough to take anything clso. For
this he deserves praise rather than blame.
The man Avho Avill not follow a pretty
woman, not only into a public fountain,
but into the fluent flames of Pyriphlega-
tlion, that river of liquid fire that flows
into Tartarus, and Avithout Availing to

don a pair of asbestos breeches, is no
man at all. The incident shoAvs, how-
ever, that he began early to gratify the
cravings of the idle rich for novelty and
new sensations.

Since then Lehr has been a head waiter
or chief major dorno at social functions.
He was consulted by those Avho had
money and nothing else and who wished
to splurge and spend it. He designed
novelties in the Avay of entertainments
and no savcll event Avas considered swell
unless the Lehr trade mark was on it.
Marriageable maidens, blooming debutants
and rich widows made goo-giKi eyes at
him and he could have had liis pick and,
no doubt, lock his pick. Once upon a
time, during a wedding on Olympus, for
rendering a particular service, Paris Avas

offered his choice of three gifts, wisdom
and glory, riches and power and a beauti-
ful wife. Paris “passed up” the riches
and poAver and the wisdom and glory and
look the beautiful Avife, who already be-

longed to some one else. Other men have
done the same thing and will continue to
do so, but Harry Lehr didn’t do so. He
accepted the offer of Hera and possessed

himself of riches and the power that

riches give. He got a buxom widow in
the bargain and, no doubt, he tells her

she is pretty and she knows that he
knows that she knows that he doesn’t

think so; but the play goes on Just the
same.

With millions at his command, Lehr
could have become a useful and important
member of society. He chose otherwise.
For years he has been acting the trick
pony, educated pig or buffoon for the 400.
He acts the retriever on occasion, and

when a young lady throws her glove away
he gets down on all lours, runs and brings
it back to her between his teeth, fawn-

ing and barking his appreciation of Ihe
fair one’s thanks. Another time he gives
an elaborate and expensive dinner to a
monkey, to which he invites bis select
friends, who gather around the table and
dine with the simian, who looks Aviser and
is Aviser than any other member of the
company. He takes occasion to act the
fool in public places at every opportunity
and to exploit the misuse of money and

the misuse of time by the idle rich. He
has given the common and serious people
additional cause to hate the wealthy and
he has put a dangerous weapon into the
hands of those agitators Avho arc trying
to breed sociological whirlwinds of dis-
order. He is cunning, no doubt, and loves
to play the fool merely to dominate
greater fools than himself; but liis feign-
ed or real dementia should not be in-
dorsed and his extravagant and studied
idiocies should not be condoned by the
daughter of the President of the United
States. It sets a bad example. It is a
bad lesson to the country.

Life is a serious matter, which should
b 3 looked at rationally, and in these
days of strenuous effort tho fools should
be left alone Avith their kind and Avith
their folly. Harry Lehr may suit the 400,
whose sated palates require strong and
unusual'condiments; bat the American

people believe in the ancient and homely
virtues and will have none of him.

Tobacco.

There is more tobacco on the floors to-
day. The sales are estimated at 35,000
pounds. A great deal was of very good

quality, with several shipment from (he

the eastern part, of the State afd South
Carolina. At one warehouse a lot of to-
bacco, 1,176 pounds, fifteen separate piles,
sold at an average of $10.45 and other

lets sold equally as well at other places.
The average today, because of the better
grade, is some better, and the average
of the market varying with the differ-
ence in the grades, is from to 6 cents.
—Wilson Times.

A load of tobacco Avas sold at, the
Planters’ Warehouse this week, which
came from Moore county, a distance of
thirty-seven miles,—Dunn Banner.

Wise is the man who doesn’t write a
“truthful story of his life.
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