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A MORNING TONIC.

(Benjamin Franklirr.)

The second vice is lying; the first is

running into debt.

THE PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO
ENOW.

On Wednesday night two prisoners

escaped from the penitentiary. A few

weeks ago a vicious prisoner escaped, re-

turned to his old home, committed a crime,

and nobody knew he had escaped until

his latest crime became known. The

penitentiary authorities said they had not

given out any news of the escape, think-

ing they could better effect his captuie

without publicity. In this, of course, they

were mistaken, because the best thing

to do whenever a convict escapes, is to

print the news so that the authorities may

get the public to help in the recapture.

The mistake in the Harris ease ought

to have taught the penitentiary manage-

ment to pursue the opposite course in

the future. But on Wednesday night two

prisoners escaped. Though reporters ask-

ed the penitentiary officers for the news,

if any, nothing was given out about the

escape. From other sources the news

filtered out and early Friday morning

came to the ears of a News and Observer

reporter and the barest details of the

escape were printed in Friday's News and

Observer. But, so far as the penitentiary

authorities are concerned, all news of it

was as a sealed book.

The penitentiary is a public institution.

What transpires there, from the employ-

ment of the humblest employe to the

writing of the biggest cheek, belongs to

the public. Nearly every management

that has been in control has seemed to

think that the public had no right to any

information except to know how much

cotton had been made or how hie an ap-

propriation was needed. Some adminis-

trations have resented the presence of

newspaper reporters and the publication
of general matters connected with the in-

stitution. The present administration,

which is making a good record, seems to

think that there is no news connected

with the penitentiary in which the public

is interested. This is a mistaken policy.

The officers will do well to change it and

to hike the public into their confidence.

If a convict escapes, it should be made
the duty of the prison authorities to re-

port the matter at once to the Governor

aml to the press, to the end that every

available agency may be set to work to

recapture him. All the business of the
penitentiary is public business and should
be given to the public.

“No suppression of news, and the full-

est publicity,” would be a good motto for
the prison authorities to adopt.

A GREAT BIG BLUFF.

They have an antiquated way of assessing

railroad property for taxation in Georgia.

After the State authorities have made the

assessments, the matter is referred to ar

bitrators, one selected by the State au-

thorities, and one by the railroad. If they

do not agree, they select an umpire. Un-

der the new Georgia law, which is in

many respects like the North Carolina

law, the railroad property has been as-

sessed by the Comptroller General at con-

siderably more than heretofore, the sep-

arate assessment of the franchise account-

ing for the increase- Os course the rail-

roads are contesting the assessment which

the Comptroller made on the basis of

seven per cent earnings. Mr. Henry W.

filler, of Raleigh, who opposed the in-

crease on the Southern, is thus quoted

by the Atlanta Constitution:

“North Carolina had passed its fran-

chise tax law at the last session of the

Legislature,” Mr. Miller said. “The aver-

age assessments in North Carolina made

since the passage of that law are higher

than those of Georgia, but the roads in

that State are more valuable.
“The railroad's,” he said, “had not ac-

cepted the valuations made in North Car-

olina. The law requires in that State
that a railroad company shall jpay its

taxes and then file a protest within thirty

days, and sue for what it desires to re-

cover. The Southern’s property in Geor-

gia is not as valuable as that in North
Carolina. The company has lines in that
State, Mr. Miller said, which earn $15,000

and $16,000 a mile. The net earnings in

North Carolina last year were about $2,-

700,000, or twice as much as they were in

Georgia. Then, too, the Southern has
doubled the number of main lines in
North Carolina, and these are. more valu-
able.

“Under the assessments of Comptroller

General Wright, Mr. Miller said, the
Southern would pay total tuxes in Geor-
gia of nearly $225,000, which, would be be- 1
tAveen 4 and 5 per cent, of the road’s

gross earnings, or between 18 and 20 per

cent, of the net.
“We consider that the assesment of the

property made last year had the franchise
in it,” he said, “because our earnings were

taken into consideration in arriving at the
valuation.”

There is no railroad property in the
South more valuable than the railroad,
owned by the State and leased to the

Southern, from Goldsboro to Charlotte.
We presume it is this road that earns $15,-
(fbo and $16,000 a mile, and yet these lines
earning that much are assessed, in North

Carolina, at less than $30,000 per mile,
which is something in the neighborhood of
two-thirds of their true value in money,

though Southern Railway officials swear

that its entire property in the South is
worth “not less than forty thousand dol-
lars a mile.”

What does Mr. Miller mean by saying

that the Southern and other railways

“had not accepted the valuations made in

North Carolina?” Is that mere bluff to
get a loAver assessment from the State of
Georgia, or does his company hold in mind

getting another Simonton injunction?

The day after the assessments were made
in North Carolina, some of the railroad

attorneys protested that they Avere too

high. This paper said that these protests
were made merely as a bluff and that the

roads making them were merely bluffing.
The truth is that in North Carolina the
assessments on the best paying roads is
at least thirty-three and a third per cent,

too low —that much lower than their true

value in mopey, Avhether computed upon

the actual sale of stocks and bonds on
the market or from earnings.

The talk in Georgia sounds like another
great big bluff. /

If convicts are, willing to stay in the
penitentiary three years over time at the

rate of $66 2-3 a year, the State will be
able to make money by hiring them out
at $l2O a year. A long time ago a negro,

who had obtained a ten years term in the
penitentiary, Avrofe to his brother; “This
is the best place I ever struck. You get
three square meals every day and don't
have to work as hard as you do outside.
Do something quick to get here. You
will like it.” That negro would not have
objected to serving over time.—Rham-
katte Roaster. x

The last wreck on the Southern Raihvay
in North Caxolina was caused by a “rot-
ten bridge.” There were plenty of “rotten
ties” at the Saluda wreck. There Avere

scores in the Avreck near Raleigh. Is

there no remedy for the travelling pub-
lic from this criminal negligence?

Talking About Cotton.

Theodore H. Price, once knoAA*n as the
cotton king, is out in a circular in Avhich
he says that the cotton crop is going to
be enormous, and that there is bound to
be a big fall in the price of cotton.
While it would be advisable fry: farmers
to get their cotton to market as fast as
possible there is no reason why they
should be alarmed by what Mr. Price
says. The speculative cotton market
warps the judgments of cotton specula-
tors to such an extent that their opinions
respecting the future price of cotton are
not the most valuable. It is probable
that Avhen the receipts of cotton become
large there will be a drop in the price,

but there' is nothing to justify the state-

ment that the cotton crop is going to be
enormously large.—Savannah Morning
NeAvs.

Just noAV the situation is much like it

was in 1890. The market opened with
high prices, which were maintained for
many weeks. Any number of farmers
held their cotton hoping for prices better

than nine and ten cents, to take about
seven and a half later on. We can say

that cotton history will not, is not, re-
peating itself?—Tarboro Southerner.

STATE NEWS.

The News says that Mr. John G.
Thompson Avill erect a modern, new hotel
at Whiteville.

Dr. Thomas Mann, of Fairfield, passed
through the city this morning on bis
way to Durham, Avhere he will locate to
practice bis profession. He has our best
wishes.—Washington Gazette.

Louisburg, N. C„ Sept. 4.—The large new

pipe organ recently purchased, has ar-
rived, and is being placed in the jicav

Baptist church by Mr. F. J. N. Tallman,
of Nyack, N. Y. He expects to have
it ready for use by Sunday.

1
—

Mr. Jacob A. Long Avill move back to

Graham. He has given a contract to

Messrs. Nicholson & Lasliley to build a
seven-room house on his lot near the res-
idence of Re\r . W. S. lying, and Avill re-

move heer as soon as the house is com-
pleted.—Graham Tribune.

Washington, N. C., Sept. 4—Tavo ne-
groes employed at the Greenleaf-Johnson’s
lumber camp, near Mineola, became in-
volved in a difficulty, and one of them
named Thomas Peele struck the other,
William Fleming, over the head with a
stick of wood, inflicting a mortal wound.
Peele then fled but afterwards surrendered
and is now in jail here.

Capt. J. T. Elmore has gone to South-
port to visit his sister. He Avill be away
ten days and aside from the pleasure of
spending the time Avith his sister he chose
Southport because he said he Avanted to
get away from the sight of a railroad or
the sound of a locomotive»Avhistle. This
is the first time Capt- Elmore has taken
a leave of absence in the 25 years of his
service with the Seaboard Air Line Rail-
way.—Henderson Gold LeaL

TO BE MADE & GRADED SCHOOL.

Carolina Christian College Sold to School Board
of Pitt,

(Special to News and Observer.)
LaGrange, N. C., Sept. 4.—Carolina

Christian College, which for the past ten
years has ser\'ed a good purpose as an
adA'anced school for the Disciples of
Christ for this State, was sold this week
to the public school board of Pitt county
and will be con\ r erted Into a graded school.
The consideration aauis $2,250. The amount
received will be applied to the erection of
a handsome church building for the Di-
sciple organization of Ayden.

Woman’s Missionary Society.

(Special to Ncavs and Observer.)
Salisbury, N. C., Sept. 4.—The Wo-

man’s Home and Fot-eign Missionary So-
ciety of the North Carolina Synod of the
Lutheran Church has been in session two
days at Mount Pleasant, Cabarrus county.
Much enthusiasm in the cause of missions
has been engendered. Among the prom-
inent visitors to the convention are Dr.
and Mrs. R. B. Peery, returned mission-
aries from Japan. The treasurer reports
$1,305.06 raised for missions this year.

The South'Yadkin Baptist Association
is in sesion at Beulah, Iredell county,
this week. Dr. J. N. Stallings, of Salis-
bury, is moderator, and a large attend-
ance is reported.

Dismal Swamp Disappearing,

(Richmond Times-Dispatch.)
Progress is an iconoclast and obliterates

“old landmarks” without mercy. The
Dismal Swamp has been the subject of
song. But the Avater from the lake has
been largely drawn off for commercial
purposes, and noAV we are told that the
Ohio capitalists and farmers Avho recently
purchased 20,000 acres of land in the heart
of the sA\amp are rapidly cutting the
timbers aAvay and draining the lands and
putting them in arable condition. The
Dismal Swamp is doomed. It will not be
many years before the morass which from
time immemorial has been the home of
bear and deer and other wild animals, will
be the home of prosperous settlers. We
old fogies necessarily feel a sense of sor-
-I'oav in the passing of the Dismal Swamp.
But there is no sentiment in progress.

Offered 12 Cents for Cotton.

(Rocky Mount Motor.)
We learn that Mr. Frank Gorham will

begin cotton picking on his farm next
Aveek, he being the first to begin this
work. We are informed that he has of-
fered 12 cents for all the cotton he can
deliver in the month of September. We
Avould advise our farmers to get their
cotton to market as early as possible
Avhile the price is high. Any one ought to
be satisfied to realize 12 cents for his

cotton.

Fun Ahead in “De Ate,”

(Alleghany Star.)

Senator Marshall was in town Monday.
The Senator threatens to make it hot
for Linney and Blackburn in the race for
the Republican congressional nomination
in this district. C. C. Stamper of this

country is also an aspirant for the same
nomination. With Stamper, Marshall,
Blackburn and Linney in the field a hot

time is expected.

Same Offense Committed at Norlina,

(Henderson Gold Leaf.)
At Norlina Washington’s party got din-

ner, the main dining room being given

up to their use as was done at Hamlet.
But this fact seems to have been over-

looked in the censure and condemnation
of the Hamlet episode, or else it is not

known that the same people (Jamison &

Gresham, are proprietors of both eating
houses) committed the same offense twice
in the same day.

Farming Worth Talking About,

(Greenville Reflector.)
Mr. I. H. Little, of Carolina toAvnship,

today sent a cart load of hams to town
There were 60 hams in the load, the aver-
age Aveight being 10 pounds. He sold the
entire lot at 17% cents a pound, getting

$lO5 for the load. This is a kind of
farming worth talking about. Mr. Little
is one of the most substantial farmers in

the county.

Snake Story From Brunswick.
' (Southport Leader.)

The greatest number of rattles from a
snake that avc have ever seen or heard of
in all our newspaper work in Brunswick
county came to our desk this Aveek from

Mr. E. M. Parker, of Shallotte. The
snake was only 5 feet, 6 inches in length
and 8 inches around body, but the real

size of the snake is measured by the rat-
tles, Avhich numbered nineteen and a but-
ton.

Snake Story From Scotland,

(Laurinburg Exchange.)

While out hunting yesterday Mr. J. B.
OoAvan killed a rattlesnake about four
feet long. Although Mr. Cowan Avas in

the act of stepping on the snake before
he saw it, yet he had the presence of
mind to first shoot oft* the snake’s rat-

tles. Now he can tell lioav LONG the
rattle snake was, but don t mention rat-

tles. <

A Natural Born Artist.

(Roanoke News.)

At Halifax court Monday we Avero

shoAVn some draAvings made by Mr. Mar-
shall Gary, son of Mr. S. M- Gary, Avhich
would indicate that young Gary is a na-

tural born artist, ho having never taken
a lesson in art in his life. He can look
at any picture and in a f®w minutes he

can produce a perfect copy, bringing out

the fine outlines and expressions to per-

fection.

A Snake Story From Lincoln.

(Lincoln Journal.)
Master Gcprge Warlick, the eight year

old son of Esq. H. D. Warlick, of Rceps-

ville, Avas someAvhat surprised one day

last week Avhen he Avcnt to open his mouse

trap. The trap was 2% inches lone,. 3

inches wide and 2 inches deep, and, in-

stead of catching a mouse, had caught a

king snake three feet in leugth.

AN OLD ADAGE
SAYS

“Alight purse is a heavy curse**
Sickness makes a light purse.
The LIVER is the seat of nine
tenths of all disease.

Tutt’s Pills
go to the root of the whole mat-
ter, thoroughly, quickly safely
and restore the action of the
LIVER to normal condition.

Give tone to the system and
solid flesh to the tody.
Take No Substitute

Want Your |
s | House Moved ? I
II THAT l DO.
'¦ T
i»

*

J
;• And can alwavs serve I
;; promptly Write or tel- $

egraph, J
I J. N. CREEL, I
:i Dunn, N. C. j
i j>

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION.

Having qualified as administrator of
James C. Marcom, deceased, late of Wake
county, N. C., I hereby notify all persons
having claims against the estate of said
deceased, to present the same to me on
or before the lOtli of July, 1904. Persons
indebted to said estate will please make
payment. JOHN W. MARCOM,

Administrator.
J. H. FLEMING, Attorney.

This July 9th, 1903.
7-10-1 w 6 av

ADMINISTRATRIX NOTICE.
Having qualified as administratrix of J.

R. Gattis, all persons having claims against
the estate of the decedeif arc notified to

exhibit them to the undersigned or to J.
C. L. Harris, my attorney, on or before
the first day of August, 1904, or this no-
tice may be pleaded in bar of their re-
covery. All persons indebted to said es-
tate are requested to make immediate
payment.

This August Ist, 1903.

MRS. FIDELIA E. GATTIS,
Administratrix-
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HEADQUARTERS FOR

FaWOODimi FIELD FENCE,
POULTRY, RABSST AND LAWN FENCE.

*

* SB INCH j _ t

| Absolute efficienc.}? zt least expense scinch \/ \

| rigs. A fence C3l<

p/acticfJly over-

clo nt*u n
• EILWCOa HELD FENCE (STANDARD STYLE) NADs IN 5iX HEIGHTS

evjry possible
condition. EVEHY ROB OF ELLWOOB FENCE IS GUARANTEED,

Ifyou want fencing problems satisfactorily solved, call and see the
ELLWOOD FEWCE and let us show you for how little money you
can get absolute satisfaction.

With Small Things
and your bank account will groAV.

3 You can increase the purchasing power
- Ifj of your dollars, but not by paying higher

l ~fl| jfl Prices for GROCERIES than we ask.

BE CAREFUL for one week by pur-

; |ga|:fe|'pl^ :r|si;l=p =3 chasing here; you can’t lose in quality;

you can gain in price.

mgSmk !• 8. Ferrall k Cc.
ett’S JjjjgiCarss Cholera ¦ Infantum,

®
¦" 1 ’— feyt i 3§| Diarrhoea,Dysentery, and

SS2 SI UkN 'o* A the Bowel Troubles of
Wi-p a||| 3 n Children ofAny Age.

COSIS r"SS fefe- “TraWNCBWmail 25 ceat* to C. .1. MOFFETT. M. D., ST. LOUIS. MO.
Tuskegee. Ala.. July 2S, 1878.—Dr. C. .r. Moffett—My Dour Sir: Justice to you demands tliat Ishould pive you

aiy experience yourexcellent medicine, TKETHIN’A. Our little girl, just thirteen months old, bos had much
trouble teething. Kvery remedy was exhausted in the shape of prescriptions from family physicians. Her bov.els
co'ainued to pa 3 off pure blood and burning fever continued for days at a time, Iler life v.*as almost despaired of.
Her mother determined to try TDDTHINA,and in a day or two there w.l3a preat change—new life had returned-'
the towels wero regular, and thanks to TEETHJNA, the little habo is r.ow doing well.

Yours, etc., D, \Y. McIVEIt, Editor and Proprietor Tuskcgee (Ala.) News.

Maginty Twist Brown & William-
Kite son’s Sun Cured

CATCHER
'

' BROWN & WILLIAMSON'S

BUGLER. ; FINE NATURAL LEAF

KITE EXTRA FINE TWIST '

' GOLDEN GRAIN

RED JUICE
BROWN & WILLIAMSON’S BEST . BLOOD HOUND

J BROWN & WILLIAMSON’S DARK 3-PLY
TWIST.

The above well known brands of Tobacco are Not Kade fey a Trust and are

among the largest selling brands of the woild. Write for terms and prices, naming

your local jobber.

Brown ® Williamson
Tobacco Mfgs., Winston-Salem, N. C.

i

Not in a Trust or Combine Tags Good for Premiums 1

I^ALEIGH^IR

4


