
A STORM BREWING
SAYS MR, BUSBEE

Two Remedies Suggested to
County Board.

A SQUALLY CONFERENCE
'

' The Lie Allbut Passed Yesterday Afternoon—
Mr, Battle and Mr, C. M. Busbee

1 Declare Board’s Actions
Illegal.

Yesterday afternoon at three o'clock

before the Board of County Commission-
ers appeared Messrs. R. IT. Battle, Charles
M. Busbee, E. P. Maynard and

Julius Lewis to make a final pro-
test and complaint against the valuation
of property in Raleigh township and to

suggest remedies.
The hearing was rather a stormy one

from start to finish. It lasted from three
o'clock until nearly five. Two distinct
propositions were made to the Board, one
by Mr. Battle and the other by Mr. Bus-

bee. Mr. Battle’s proposition was that
all unimproved property assessed at

above 15 per cent, increase over the last
assessment be reduced to 15 per cent, in-
crease. Then property that had been im-
proved by new buildings or in other ways
cculd be separately assessed again.

Mr. Busbee's suggestion was as follows:
Raleigh real estate was assessed formerly
at $4,800,000 in round numbers. The in-
crease is $1,600,000, according to Mr. An-
drews’ figures published last Sunday. This
is an increase of one-third. Take off 20
per cent, of this one-third increase, about
st<2o,ooo, leaving an increase of $1,280,000,
exactly 25 per cent, increase on the old
valuation, as against per cent, out-
side of Raleigh. This would not satisfy
the property owners, he said, but they
would be willing to agree to it as a com-
piomise, rather than proceed to litiga-
tion.

Mr. R. H. Battle first addressed the
Board. He said that all he asked for his
clients, representing hundreds of thous-
ands of dollars, was that the valuation
of Raleigh township property be aggrega-
ted and approximated to the
other townships of the county. He de-
nied that more than two-thirds of Wake
county property was in Raleigh town-
ship. How could a board equalize when
it did not know the aggregate amount
of the valuations in the township?

His clients presented the fact that a
mistake had been made in the selection
of the tax assessors. Two of them had
not given in any property at all for taxa-
tion, and the third, by the courtesy of
his friends, had been allowed a reduction
on his property. That was an unfortunate
accident.

Reference to the minutes showed that
the Commissioners had '“ordered that the
order passed yesterday reducing the as-
sessment on the property of Mr. N. A.
Dunn be reconsidered and the matter l>c
postponed until 3 p. m.”

Mr. Battle then said he had calculated
the increase in the other townships of the
county. That of Raleigh he did not know,
it had never been computed. He con-
tinued:

“I say this Board of Equalization has

never yet been in a position to do what
the law requires, as it has never known

the rate of increase for Raleigh town-
ship. I have figures here that show the
average increase throughout the county

to be 15 per cent, and it is that high

on account of special lumber interests
and the new railroad.”

Mr. Battle then said that what they
asked was that the Board, in order to
prevent legal steps being taken, should
approximate the increase in Raleigh with
that of the other townships. He then

read his figures as follows:
Rate of

11*03. Increase.

Barton’s Creek .. .. 159,625 .127
Buckhorn 96,986 .032
Cary 194,579 Dec.

Cedar Fork 143,159 .066
Holly Springs 193,754 .16
House Creek 203.927 .10
Little River 245,236 .20

Mark's Creek 195,123 .40
Middle Creek 164,028 .40
Neuse 129,252 .23
New Light 180,214 .18
Oak Grove 91,681 .07
Panther Branch .. .. 145.691 .17
St. Mary’s 295,900 .22
St. Matthews 209,550 .24
Swift Creek 206.740 .20
Wake Forest 419,284 Dec.
White Oak 213,897 .06

In the course of his remarks, Mr. Battle
said that he was surprised to see that
the list of assessments had not remained
as fixed by the Board of Equalization.

Hereupon Mr. Lewis interposed to say

that some of the valuations had been
changed, and that he had beep told by
Mr. Arthur and Mr. Glenn that the coun-
ty attorney had said they could alter
them.

This brought Mr. Bart M. Gatling to his
'

feet. He declared that he knew noth-
ing of any such altering of valuations, and

DOCTOR SAID

“Quit Wrong Food and Eat Grape-Nuts.”

An Illinoisan who has been through
the mill says: ‘‘Last Spring I was so
bad with indigestion I could not digest

soft cooked eggs and doctor said I
must eat predigested food and pre-
scribed Grape-Nuts. I changed for the
better before I had used one package,
eating it three times a day.

"My improvement on Grape-Nuts food
was so wonderful that I concluded to use
your food drink Postum in place of tea
and to make a long story short I have
not been without Grape*-Nuts and Pos-
tum since and my present health proves
my doctor’s wisdom in prescribing Grape-
Nuts. I have got strong as a horse and
well and I owe it all to your delicious
food and Postum.” Name given by Pos-
tum Co., Battle Creek, Mich.

In the making of Grape-Nuts food all
the indigestible starches ot the grain are
transformed into Post sugar. Every par-
ticle of Grape-Nuts is digestible in the
weakest stomach. Physicians have never
found a stomach too weak to digest and
assimilate it.

Look in each package for a copy of the
famous little book, “The Road to Well-
ville.”
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that anyone who said he did said what
was not so.

Mr. Lewis said that he had been told
so by the assessors, that was all he knew
about it.

Things looked quite squally for a few
minutes, but Mr. Gatling was urged to

:keep calm.
In a minute he left the room and pres-

ently returned with Mr. Arthur, Mr. Lee
and Mr. Ma ?tin.

In the meantime Mr. Battle made his
suggestion as given above.'

Mr. Gatling then rose to a question of

personal privilege, and said he wanted

the matter of Mr. Lewis’ charges that

the tax assessors were now altering the

assessments on the books, and that the
County Attorney had told them they could
do this, settled right then and there.
Mr. Arthur was then present, and
could state whether or not this was the
case.

Mr. Lewis then stated that he had come
to the assessors after the meeting of the

Board of Equalization, and had been told
by Mr. Arthur and Mr. Glenn that Mr.
Gatling had authorized them to make

these changes.
Mr. Gatling then asked Mr/Arthur if

he had told Mr. Lewis that he, Mr. Gat-
ling, had authorized them to change these
figures.

Mr. Arthur positively denied that he
had made any such statement to Mr.

Lewis.
Then Mr. Charles Busbee asked Mr. Ar-

thur if any changes had been made. Mr.
Arthur said some assessments had been
altered, that Chairman Green had au-
thorized them to make changes in certain
cases. He could not remember w hether 100
or 50 changes had been made, nor when
they were made. Asked if any had been
made in the last twenty-four hours, Mr.
Arthur could not say.

Then Mr. Busbee addressed the Board,
saying he had no apologies for anything
he might saf. He had voted for every
member on this Board, in the pri-
maries and at the election, and he would
have his say. He then reviewed the facts
in the case, of the appointment of asses-
sors who were not property owners, ac-

?

dueed, and it was seen that the Board
should meet on July 2nd. Accordingly Mr.
Busbee said that meant that the Board,
alter adjourning, could not be called to-
gether again. It was not a continuing
board.

Mr. Battle spoke vigorously of the exee-
etive sessions of the Board of[Equalization,
calling them star chamber meetings, ana
saynig that Mr. Arthur had been allowed
to be present as a w itness, while the other
side was not represented at all in those
meetings. This he declared to be illegal
and contrary to all precedent.

Chairman Green told Mr. Battle that
the board had heard their side of the ques-
tion at length before the executive ses-
sions were held.

Mr. Busbee finally suggested that the
increase of Raleigh’s property be put at
14 1-2 per cent., the average of the in-
crease in the other townships of the coun-
ty. Or they might make a general cut
of, say 25 per cent. He concluded:

“You gentlemen cannot permit a storm
that is now brewing in this community
to take any larger proportions. I make
no threat. But there is a remedy. Ifyou
make a cut on this assessment it will
somewhat allay the storm.”

Finally Mr. Busbee suhpuitted his propo-
sition to reduce the increase on the whole
amount to 25 per cent, over the last
assessment.

Mr. Gatling said that he was satisfied,
upon his construction of the law, that
the Board of Commissioners had no pow-
er to make this general reduction, but
could only reduce in individual cases. The

author of the law7 appeared to him to
have confounded the duties of the two
Boards. As to the altering of the assess-
ments, he did not know until then that
they had been altered.

Mr. Green said that this had only been
done in a few eases where mistakes had

been made.
Mr. Arthur said that this had been done

in the case of Mr. Hughes. After the as-
sessment had been fixed, Mr. Hughes ad-

vertised his property for sale at a lower
figure. Upon this Mr. Green had told
him that, as he knew' Mr. Hughes to be
an honest man, he might put his asses-

TAXABLE VALUES IN WAKE
COUNTY AND THEIR INCREASE

Every Township Except Raleigh. Figures as Com-
*¦ pared With Those of 1902 Show Splen-

did Gains.
Register of‘Deeds J. J. Bernard has just completed the list of taxable values

for Wake county by .townships, with the exception ot Raleigh township, which is
not yet in the hands of the Register of Deeds. Comparisons are made with the
figures for last year, which show in almost every township large gains.

The following is a table showing the results.
Value of all property. Taxes.

• 1903- 1902. 1903. 1902.

Barton’s Creek $ 268',009 $ 230,489 $ 2,930.70 $ 2,218.74
Buckhorn 167,093 149,615 1,703.29 1,317.52

Cary 271,328 307,135 ‘2,586.78 2,475.92
Cedar Fork 251,744 235,892 2.423.28 1,939.63

Holly Springs 298,807 201,591 2,998.15 2,274.16

House Greek ' 281,361 248,152 2,943.62 2,479.41
Little River 389,688 323,606 4,050.80 3-007.44
Marks Creek 289,660 207,260 3,014.15 2,001.56
Middle Creek 252.314 183,013 2,673.50 1,747.87

Neuse 186,412 154,952 1.873.24 1,386.80

New Lisht ..
271,492 220,793 2,909.24 2,084.02

Oak Grove ..
..* 135,991 J 19.759 1,443.29 ,M. 100.36

Panther Branch 243.733 203,955 2,529.44 1#873 53

St. Marys 450,554 353,620 4,388.00 3.127.12
St. Mtat hews 272,120 212,202 2,773.29 2,056 81
Swift Creek .'.... 289,175 245,907 2,937.26 2.324.^1
Wake Forest 757,993 708.560 7.357.38 5.868.55
White Oak 357,020 306,933 3,556./2 2.67214

Total $5,434,493 $1,673,434 $55,082.13 $41,955.89
Gain in value of all property, $761,059.
Gain in taxes, $13,136.24.
Total polls outside of Raleigh township, 5,035: last year, 5,068.

Number of acres of land, 520,277, valued at $3,122-824. Manufacturing property
outside of incorporated towns, $40,000 in Wake Forest. Mineral, timber or quarry
land, in which rights to soil arc in one person and other l ights in other persons, $749
in Holly Springs and SI,OOO in House Creek. Value of inteiest in mineral, timber
or quarry land*. $1,485 in Little River. Value of town lots, $364,809. Total value
real property, $3,530,858.

Value horses, $155,097: mules, $265,052; jacks and jennets, $216: goats. $330; cat-

tle, $122,610; hogs, $54,015; sheep, $1,085; farming utensils, $39,498; mechanics’
tools, $5,293; household and kitchen furniture, wearing apparel and libraries, $120,-
079; provisions, $71,885; firearms, $14,249: scientific implements, $1,395; money on
hand, $,85,331; solvent credits, $521,394; stocks, bonds, etc.. $14,028; cotton in seed or
lint. $22,266; tobacco, $2,043; turpentine, rosin and tar, $23; brandy and whiskey.
$170; musical instruments, $23,834; bicycles, $1,541; plated and silverware, $1,826;

watches, and jewelry, $14.956; goods, wares and merchandise, $115,022; private
banks, money and credit, $1,090; all otherpersonal property, $248,982- Total value
all personal property, $1,903,635.

Incomes, 88.673.
Total tax for schools on poll and property, $9,765.21. Total county tax, $12,-

881.34. Total State taxes, $13,675 67.. Total special township taxes, $6,786.61.

cording to law, and sharply arraigned the
Board for illegality in the proceedings of
the Board of Equalization, in that they
held star chamber meetings, instead of

open meetings, at which every one could
appear and make his complaint. He un-
derstood that at these secret meetings
Mr. Arthur was present, and every time
a question would come up in regard to

a piece of Raleigh property, Mr. Arthur
would put his foot down upon any re-
duction. This he had heard from a mem-
ber of the Board of Equalization.

Mr. Arthur stated that this was a mis-
take. He had been present, it was true,
at the request of the Board, on account

of. the deafness of Mr. Martin, that he

might explain why certain valuations had

been assessed. He said he would like to
know the name of Mr. Bunbee’s imform-
ant.

Mr. Busbee said he was very glad to
know this was a mistake, but he could
not name his informant, as he was a
member of the Board of Equalization.
Hereupon Mr. Maynard stated that he
had been told the same thing by a mem-
ber of the Board, and if necessary he
would call his name.

Mr. Busbee then proceeded to speak of
the changing of the assessments, admit-
ted by Mr. Arthur to have been author-

ized by Chairman Green. Everybody
knew this was distinctly illegal and self-
condemnatory on the face of it. No one
had any right to alter any assessment
fixed by the Board of Equalization.

Next, he spoke of the case of Mr. N.

A. Dunn’s Hillsboro street property,

which had been first raised by the asses-
sors from $3,000 to $4,500, then raised by

the beard of Equalization to $5,000, and

then on Monday reduced by this Board

to 4,000. Mr. Green said the Board had

yesterday morning reconsidered that mo-

tion and put it back to $5.00. Mr. Gat-

ling said the matter had been referred

back to the Board of Equalization.
Then ensued an argument between Mr.

Busbee and Mr. Gatling as to whether or

not the Board of Equalization could be

called together again, Mr. Gatling con-

tending that it could and Mr. Busbee that
it could not. Finally the law was pro-

ment according to his advertisement. Mr.
Gatling said he was perfectly willing to
admit that this was wrong, and he would
favor the figures being all put back where
;the Board of Equalization' had fixf-d
them, if it could be done in any way.

Then there was a long legal argument
between Mr. Gatling and Messrs. Busbee
and Battle as to the legality of the meet-
ings of the Board of Equalization and the
admission therein of Mr. Arthur as &

witness without the other side being
present or having witnesses. Finally Mr.

Busbee said they had made their sugges-

tion and would now leave it with the
Board.

Mr. Gatling said that the complaints
must be in writing, that they did not

even know the names of those who were
asking for a reduction. Thereupon fol-
lowed another long legal argument as
to whether it was necessary that these
complaints should be in writing, Mr.

Busbee contending that the Board had
the right to make any general reduc-
tion they might see fit.

Others who appeared before the Board
and asked for reductions were Mr. C P.
Spruill, Mr. W. R. Brooksdale for the
Standard Oil Company; Mr. T. B. Moseley,
Mr. C. M. Bernard, and Mr. A. R. D.
Johnson.

At the morning session of the Board
a petition was received from citizens of

St. Matthews and Neuse River, asking
that the lines between those townships
be changed, and the matter was ordered
laid over until next month for action.

There was another petition from citi-
zens of White Oak Township, asking that
a certain part of said township be made
a special tax district, and that an elec-
tion be ordered in the said district as pro-
vided for in section 72 of the Public
School Law. It was ordered that the
petition be laid over until next meeting,
and that County Attorney Gatling be
directed to look into this matter.

An application was received from Har-
nett county asking that the Board, m
addition to the expense of bringing pris-
oners to Raleigh, also pay the court cVt-s.
This was refused, the Board resolving that
they would take them only under the old
understanding.

REVENUE JNCREASES
State Insurance Department

Does Large Business,

Tha Increase Over a Like Period La9t Year
Amounts to the Sum of

$12,292 57.
The Insurance Department of the State

is doing a larger business this year than
last, and its a cash business at that.

Last year the total receipts from that

department w7 ere $153,667.12. Tliis year,

up to September the first the payments

to the State Treasurer have been $95,-
521.08, and this is $12,292.57 in excess of
the amount received for the same period
last year.

Yesterday Insurance Commissioner Jas.

R. Young made his payment of receipts
for August to the State Treasury, the

amount being $34,362.09. The payment for
August last year avhs $28,178.21, showing
an increase for August, 1903, over August,

1902, of $6,183.88.

These receipts indicate that there are
more companies at work in the State
and that the State is receiving the reve-
nue due from them. They show that
the insurance law 7 s of North Carolina are
of value not alone for protection! of
policy-holders, but as a means of reve-
nue to the State.

TWO NEW COMPANIES.

P. H. Hanes Knitting Company and Benson
Telephone Company.

Two companies were incorporated yes-
terday in the Secretary of State’s office,
as follow's:

The P. H. Hanes Knitting Company, of
Winston, with total authorized capital
stock of $250,000, of which SIOO,OOO is sub-

scribed by P. H. Hanes, P. H. Hanes, Jr.,
and Wm. M. Hanes, of Winston.

The Benson Telephone Company, of
Benson, Johnston county, with capital
stock of SIO,OOO, subscribed by R. F.
Smith, W. H. Smith, G. W. Cavenaugh, J.
W. Benson, Ira W. Rose, and Dr. G. E.
Parker, all of Benson.

Great Sunday School Meeting.
A great Sunday School Convention has

just been held in Johnston county, and
Prof. S. M. Smith. Secretary of the North
.Carolina Inter-denominational Sunday
School Association who has just returned
from the meeting says that over 600 en-
thusiastic and earnest Sunday School
workers and friends attended the con-
vention. At the meeting the principal
speakers were Messrs. H. B. Parker, of
Goldsboro; E. W. Sonders, of Fayette-

ville; W. A. Egcrton, of Smithfield, and
Prof. S. M. Smith, of Raleigh.

Football at A. & M.

, Over at the A. and M. College the work

of "tiying out" the candidates for grid-
iron honors has begun. Thirty-two men

turned out for practice at the first go and

from the great, big. strapping fellows an
eleven that will make itself felt this sea-
son will be chosen. Joe Gulley is to
captain the team and tip top work is ex-

pected from it.

Mr. Tudor Frith Hardy, of Portsmouth,

who has been visiting his parents In this
*4ty, Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Hardy, left,

yesterday for Portsmouth, accompanied
t*y hit? friend Mr. W. B. Burton.

<7
Mr. Geo. W. Blackmail, representing the

Fiank Teller Cigar Company, of Phila-
delphia, loft yesterday on a business trip

to Eastern Carolina.

ETTVITA is not a drug, but a pure,

wholesome beverage equally deightful in
summer and winter and beneficial at all
times. At all Fountains.

Academy of Music
Engagement extraordinary of the

Talented Comedian.

HR. GEORGE OBER.
Supported by Miss George Elliott
and a Superb Cast in a Grand Re-

vival of George H. Broadhurst’s
Comedies, Friday night, Septem-

. ber 11th.

“What Happened to Jones.”
Saturday night, September 12th.

“Why Smith Left Home.”
Prices: SI.OO, 75c., 50c- and 25c.

SATURDAY MATINEE,

“The Wrong Mr. Wright.”
Prices: Adults, 50c.; Children, 25c.

Tickets on sale Wednesday morn-
ing, September 9th, at Henry T.
Hicks’ Company, Tucker Building.

Seasonable Spices
Reasonable Prices

Lots of ?ood things here in our stock for this season
i f Pickling and Preserving and Canning.

Big stock of high grade Spices, Fruit

Preserving Powder and Liquid, Compound

Extract of Salyx, White Wine Vinegar,

Paraffine, Salicylic Acid, Eec. It pays to
get ,rKing Quality.”

Those using copyright recipes and pat-

ent processes should give us their orders

for the necessary chemicals. Prices much

lower than those of Northern houses.

W. H. King Drug Company
Two Stores Raleigh, N. C. .

FEBSOIfALI.

Mr. J. A. House, of Gaston, is in the
city.

Mr. Silas Lucas, of Wilson, is in the
city.

Mr. C. A. Robinson, of Hertford, is in
Raleigh.

Dr. W. S. Rankin, of Wake Forest, is
in the city.

Mr. F. A. Cheatham, of Youngsville, is
in the city.

Mr. D. C. Barnes, of Murfreesboro, is
in the city.

Mr. J. W. Maultsby, of Whiteville, is
in the city.

Mr. George W. Wilson, of Gastonia, is
in the citr-

Mr. R. W- Taylor, of Morehead City,
is in Raleigh. •

Mr. Clarence A. Smith, of High Foint,
is in the city.

Mr. Frank Brumley, of Concord, w*as

here yesterday.

Mr. D. Witherspoon, of Chapel Hill, was
here yesterday.

Mr. J. B. Huff, of Chapel Hill; is a visi-
tor to Raleigh.

Mr. S. C. Smith, of Jefferson, was in
Raleigh yesterday.

Mr. W. S. Cook, of Fayetteville, is a
visitor to Raleigh.

Mr. R. B. Hall left yesterday for Wilson
on a business trip.

Mr. O. D. Porter left yesterday on a
business trip South.

Mr. William Ruffin, of Louisburg, was
in the city yesterday.

Mr. George Cowper, of Winter, N. C.,
is a visitor to Raleigh.

Mr. B. G. Green, of Warrcnton, is here
attending the Supreme court.

Mr. S. C. Calvert, of Jackson, is here
attending the Supreme court.

Mr. J. G. Boylin, of the Wadesboro
Messenger, was here yesterday.

Messrs. G. C. and S. Singletary, of

Clarkton. were here yesterday.
Mr. William Woolcott has returned

from a business trip to New' York.
Mr. T. S. F- Dorsett and son, of Lex-

ington, were in the city yesterday.
Mr. Peter McLean and Mr. J. McN.

Smith, of Laurinburg, are in the city.
Mr. F. A- Daniels, of Goldsboro, was

in the city yesterday on legal business.
Superintendent Mann, of the State's

Prison, was a visitor to Durham yester-
day.

Gen. M. W. Ransom after a short visit
here, left for his home in Northampton
yesterday.

Editor A. J. McKelway, of the Char-
lotte News, was here yesterday on his
way North.

Mr. E. C. Dicks, of Columbia, S. C., is

visiting relatives here, the family of Mi.
W. P. Dicks.

Master William Whitaker, after a visit
to his uncle at Oak Ridge, returned to
tlie city yesterday.

Mr. Joseph E. Pogue, Jr., left yester-
day morning for the University of North
Carolina to resume his studies.

“Now good digestion waits on appetite,
and health on both,”

Ifit doesn't try Burdock Blood Bitters.

Diphtheria, sore throat, croup. Instant
relief, pex-manent cure. Dr. Thomas’
Electric Oil. At any drug store.

Terrible plagues, those itching, pester-
ing diseases of the skin. -Put an end to
misery. Doan’s Ointment cures. At any
drug store.

No need to fear sudden attacks of

cholera infantum, dysentery, diarrhoea,
summer complaint of any sort if you have

Dr. Fowler’s Extract of Wild Strawberry
in the medicine chest.

Raleigh MarbleWorks
COOPER, BROS., Prop.

MARBLEwdGRANITE M

P«oll<£> X,

Cement
Large Stock. Highest

Grades.

Foreign Portland Cement
at Newport News and

Wilmington.

Write for price*.

Southeastern Lime and
Cement Company

Charleston, ft. C., Southern Agent*.

COAL
continues to advance in price,

and supplies continues scarce

and difficult to get. Prices for
the present are: Best Free

Burning While Ash, Egg,

Stove and Nut, $9.00 ton; Red

Ash, Egg, $9.25 ton. We can’t,
tell what the prices will be in
future. We have a limited
quantity on hand for early de-

livery.

Jones
© Powell

Raleiigh, - - N. C.

Fall Announcement
We Want the Men

Who arc interested in good clothing and all others to know where to best buy the best. COME AND SEE TPIE LAVISH

SHOWING of the finest productions from the shops of the GREATEST CLOTHES MAKERS IN THE WORLD. WE

WANT THE MEN who buy here to get clothing they’ll be thoroughly satisfied with, and we make our selections with that

object in view and we keep the same purpose in mind when making the price—all our clothing is priced—that men will

see financial advantage, as well as advantages in respect to Style and Material. WE ARE AN AUTHORITY ON

CLOTHES and the community has stamped ours with the seal of “Correctness and Superiority” in every detail, which is all

that can be asked for—lF YOU WANT ANYTHING in wearing apparel

Call to See Us

Gross & Linchan Co., Furnishers
< \

5


