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A MORNING TONIC.

(Joseph Addison.)
No thought is beautiful which is not

just, and no thought can be just which
is not founded on truth.

UNDERVALUED WASHINGTON.

Replying to the News and Observer’s
statement that the taxpayers of the
whole country have a right to protest
against undervaluation because Congress

appropriates $4,500,000 annually to pay the
deficit to carry on the Washington city
government, the Washington Post says:

“Indeed, there is no such deficit, so far
as concerns the private property holders
in the District. What Congress really
does is to assess all the property, both
public and private, and to levy taxes on
both the government and the individual.
The appropriation referred to, therefore,
is not to make good a deficit created by
the people. It is simply the government’s
contribution to the common fund. The
nation is the largest property holder. Its
numerous and beautiful parks, its vast
public buildings, require even more police
protection—certainly they receive more—-
than the residences and business establish-
ments of private citizens. Our esteemed
contemporary would hardly expect the
latter to sustain this enormous expense.

“We do not deny that there has been
some injustice in the past, or that not-
withstanding a notable recent improve-
ment in this respect, there may be some
injustice still. Here as elsewhere the
rich nearly always get better terms than
the poor. The person who owns, say
SIO,OOO worth of real estate is assessed
well up to the actual value of his hold-
ings, while the person who owns, say
$1,000,000 worth frequently escapes to a
greater or less degree his fair proportion
or the burden. We have abundant evi-
dence of this truth in the past, since it
has almost invariably happened that
when the government sought to purchase
property from very wealthy proprietors
those gentlemen would ask five or six
times the amount at which they had
been willing to have it appraised for
purposes of taxation. As we say, how-
ever, there has been a very great im-
provement in this regard within the past
few years, and we venture to say that the
last assessment of Washington property,
taking things all around, was much more
equitable than assessments in any large
city governed by popular suffrage.”

The Post’s answer is one of confession
and avoidance. Congress d<*es appropriate
$4,500,000 annually to the city administra-
tion, but the Post says that it is in a
sense payment of taxes on the vast pub-
lic buildings, parks, etc. Upon the same
theory the Legislature of North Carolina
ought to make an appropriation to pay

a portion of the expenses of the city
government in Raleigh, because the State
capitol and public institutions are located
here. What, do you think, the tax-

payers of Cherokee and Currituck would
say to that proposition?

Our first article had reference only to

the complaint of undervaluation in Wash
ington City. We never for a moment
contemplated joining a movement looking
to the withdrawal of the appropriation to

Washington city. It is not wholly de-

fensible, but it is fixed and permanent,

and is helping to make Washington the

most beautiful city in the world.

What’s this? A Minnesota editor who

had his appendix removed, has grown

another appendix and must undergo anoth-
ed operation. That’s the report. It had
been supposed that one operation would
do the business for all time for any ap-

pendix or appendices. It has been said

that only the rich have appendicitis. Can
it be that the Minnesota editor is rich
enough to have two? If so, old Nat

Macon’ sstatement, “a government of edi-
tors would be a government of the hun-

gry” would be misleading.

The Windsor Ledger repudiates the idea

that Bertie county whites furnished a pre-

cedent for the Hamlet incident. Judge

Winborne says the same for Hertford

eounty. Both repudiate the suggestion

of a “lower class of whites ” Those who

are looking for a precedent will have to

go North of Mason and Dixon's line.

In Raleigh over two hundred men give

in for taxation an income of over SI,OOO.
In Asheville there are only about one-
half so many. Do Raleigh people make

twice as much as Asheville people?

Capt. Charles Price, of Salisbury, will

now be able to live on Easy Street. His

fees in the Stanly and Wilkes county bond

suits aggregate the comfortable sum of

$35,000.

If a market is made for the products of
independent tobacco factories there will

be men enough who will establish such
factories. . _

SHOULD BE PROSECUTED.

The official of the Southern Railway,
who said in Charlotte last week that
the falling in of the trestle on Fishing

Creek and killing and injuring many pas-

sengers, was not due to the rottenness of

the bridge, was evidently looking through

Southern Railway spectacles. At the
coroner’s jury it was determined that the
“TRESTLE WAS IN A DANGEROUS

AND UNSAFE CONDITION, BEING
DUE TO GROSS CARELESSNESS ON

THE PART OF THE OFFICERS OF

SAID RAILROAD.’’ The coroner has
sworn out a warrant for the arrest of
M. S. Dillard, supervisor of bridges for

the Charleston Division of the Southern
Railway in whose Jurisdiction the Fishing

Creek bridge lies. Commenting on the
verdict and the evidence, the Columbia
State says:

“At the inquest Milus Miller, who lives
a quarter of a mile from the trestle, is
reported as testifying that ‘he had known
for a long time that the timbers of the
trestle were rotten and when he called
the attention of Section Master Stukes

to the fact, Mr. Stukes said he had re-
ported the information to the officials
above-’ The section master testified that
while he had charge of the track on each
side of the trestle he had nothing to do
with the trestle itself. ‘Outsiders,’ he
said, ‘had frequently called his attention
to the condition of the trestle, but he
considered it reasonably safe.’ However,
although it was not among his duties,
and although he considered the trestle
‘reasonably safe,’ still ‘he had more than
once called the attention of engineers to

its condition so they would slow up as
they crossed it.’

‘‘Now here, it appears, is a railroad
man whose specific duties did not include
the inspection or care of this trestle, and
yet he ‘called the attention of engineers
to its condition so they would slow up os
they crossed it!’ Why should the en-
gineers’ attention be directed by another
employe of the road to the ‘reasonably
safe’ condition of a trestle? And what,
pray, is the meaning of ‘reasonably safe’
anyway? Is a railroad expected to main-
tain tracks and trestles which are any-
thing less than perfectly safe? Or is there
some fine technical distinction between
‘reasonably safe’ and ‘safe?’ It would
seem that the railroad commission might
at least possess the power to ascertain
the truth of this matter.”

The State calls upon the Commission to

make full investigation and it declares
that ‘‘civil suits against the operating

corporation are not suitable nor adequate

punishment for carelessness and negli-

gence which result, or may result, >n

loss of life.” Damage suits are brought

by individuals for specific injuries. The

State has nothing to do with them. It

has a high duty to punish criminal negli-

gence so severely* as to compel railroads

t!o be so careful that all preventable ac-

cidents may be avoided.
Fortunately for the passengers and the

railroad, nobody was killed by the rotten

tie wreck at Walnut Creek, near Raleigh.

If an investigation had been held, it

would have been shown beyond the shadow

of a doubt that the wreck was due

to rotten ties—to criminal negligence.
An inquiry into the horrible tragedy on

the Saluda Mountain would have disclosed
the presence of rotten ties.

NEW HANOVER’S GOOD EXAMPLE

In Wilmington there was a general in-

crease in the assessment of the property,

but it was not so large as in Raleigh.

However the County Commissioners of

New Hanover, at their meeting this week

passed the following resolution:
“Whereas, The amount of taxes to be

collected on basis of the total tax levy

of 38 2-3 cents as made June Ist will be

in excess of the financial needs of the
county.

‘‘lt is hereby ordered that the sheriff
of the county deduct from the county

taxes as computed under the above levy

15 per cent of the amount of taxes charged

against each tax payer for county pur-

poses.
“It is further ordered that the clerk of

this board add the foregoing order as an
amendment to the order heretofore made

by him directing the sheriff of this coun-

ty to collect the taxes charged upon tax

books for 1903 and turned over to said

sheriff by this board.”
There was no suggestion there of cut-

ting down the sacred fund for the educa-

tion of the chidren. The commissioners

know that the increasing needs of the

schools will call for every dollar that the

rate for schools *will raise. The school

teachers, most of them teaching on small

salaries, ought not to be the first to

suffer.
We commend the example of the New

Hanover board to the Wake board.

the economy be practised in other places

The schools are not under the control of

the commissioners. Let them do a little
reducing in the generl expenses of the

eounty.

Spirit of the Press.

IT LEADS ALL THE REST.

Greensboro Record.
All hail to Fentress township. It is the

first township in the State to vote a
special school tax. Others have voted by-

school districts, but Fentress went the
whole hog. It is in Guilford and Guilford
has led the procession all the way

through.

VALUE OF LOCAL BANKS.

Lumberton Robesonian.
The fact that recent large failures in

Wall street failed to produce a panic
throughout the country is an indication
of a healthier financial condition and that
the supremacy of Wall Street is over.
That such failures cannot now affect the
whole country as they once did is due large-
ly to the multiplying of|loeal banks which
finance the enterprises of the community
wherein they are located. In our own town

we have an obvious illustration. Before
the establishment of our bank money

was difficult to obtain even by those pos-
sessed of abundant securities which they

Iwere
willing to offer- Since it has been

in operation any one who can offer se-
curity can get practically all the money

needed. It has enabled our business men
to tide over periods of depression, it has
enabled them to take advantage of cash
discounts, it has furnished capital for
enterprises hitherto impossible to secure,

it has supplied means for developing the
town in almost every way and in so doing
it has so prospered that $225 per share
has been refused for its stock. It is en-
terprises which prosper themselves and aid
in the prosperity of others which we most
need.

MISERY LOVES COMPANY.
Lumberton Argus.

A great outcry is being made in Ral-
eigh because of the high tax rate, which, i
at $2.40 on the hundred, is pronounced
confiscatory. In Lumberton the rate is
almost as high, and there is no public-
school . In addition to a burdensome tax,
the people, to educate their children,
must support eight teachers, which makes
our rate far ahead of Raleigh’s. In Ral-
eigh education is free, while here the av-
erage man’s tuition fees will amount to
more than his whole tax would under the
Raleigh rate. O Raleigh, rejoice that
your burden is so light, or moure with us
that ours is so heavy!

Tobacco Puffs.

The American Tobacco Company now
gets its raw material for about one-third
of previous prices, and gets the benefit
of the reduction of six cents on the tax
on tobacco and it has increased the price
of manufactured tobacco three cents per
pound. Would the whole earth and the
fullness’thereof appease avarice of its in-

satiate maw? —Lumberton Robesonian.

Tobacco is a shade better and seems to
have an upward tendency. The grade of
tobacco is better. There was some very
good this morning on the floor from South
Carolina and points in Eastern North
Carolina. Our farmers seem to be hold-
ing back their best for better prices.
The average is slightly better, ranging
from four to six cents, according to quali-
ty. Now and then extraordinary good
weed brings 9 or 10 cents, but this is an
exception-—Wilson Times.

Tobacco sales were larger at this mar-
ket last week than they have been since
the opening of the season and are continu-
ing heavy. The people are obliged to
dispose of most of their crop in order
to make storage room for their cotton,
which is now being gathered. It is ne- <
cessity, not inclination, which is forcing 1
the crop on the market as prices are far |
from satisfactory.—Lumberton Robeson-

ian.

A few years ago Winston had more ¦
than forty tobacco factories and today she !
has less than a dozen. What did it? The
American Tobacco Company. Now if this
company has the power to force firms,
which have been in the business and mak-
ing money for a number of years to either
sell out to them or be run out what show
have the small concerns without either an
established trade or the money necessary
to build up a trade, to succeed? Any
business man will answer, None. —Roxboro
Courier.

The trust is fooling folks in Virginia
,about the present price of tobacco by
“throwing off” on the tobacco growers
in Eastern North Carolina. Closing an
editorial, the Richmond Times-Dispatch
says: “Wait until the farmers of Pied-
mont Virginia and North Carolina begin
to market tobacco that is tobacco, and
we will hear this hue and cry no more.
At least that is the opinion well in-
formed tobacco men with whom we have
talked and it is our opinion. Sand bank
‘oak leaves’ and ‘wrapping paper’ have
had their day. Tobacco that is tobacco is
all right.” There is plenty of tobacco
ieady for the market in Granville, Cas-
well, Person, Rockingham and other old
tobacco counties, and the farmers are
holding it because only starvation prices
are offered. The prices are as low there
as in Pitt, Beaufort and Martin and other
eastern counties. If the Times-Dispatch
is right, why is the price so low in the
old belt? In fact that paper will sec that
it is wrong if it will investigate fully.

Talking About Cotton.

Nearly 50 bales of cotton were sold here
yesterday. There will probably be as
much today. It is evident that the farm-
ers are selling as rapidly as they can
get the cotton ready.—Tarboro Southerner.

Ex-State Fab. Whitaker, who brought
a bale of cotton to Raleigh on Friday,
says that farmers ought to sell their
cotton as fast| as it is ginned if the price

does not go below ten cents. Mr. Whita-
ker ginned 1,200 pounds of seed cotton.
For thejlint cotton and for the seed he got
$51.11. The cotton brought 11 1-16 cents
per pound and the cotton seed brought
21 cents a bushel.

We do not think that any one has war-
rant for predicting a bumper crop, though

prophecy is always cheap. We are iree
to say that we would like to see the plant-

er get all that is coming to him. We

should not like to see the price depressed

to 7or 8 cents—as Secretary Wilson de-
sires—and then when it is out oi the
farmers’ hand, rebound to 12 or 13 cents.

If cotton is worth 10 cents the planter

ought to get it. It is nol fair that cot-
ton should be either fictiously depreciated
in price or fictitiously enhanced. During
the coming season the mills will need all
the cotton they are apt to get. The tak-

ings of the Southern mills for the first
time in history will exceed those of the

North. The mills of the world will require

their normal supply plus the deficit now-

existing in some places, ljue allowance
must be made for the dismal reports ema-

nating from the bull clique as well as for

the apparently extravagant estimates of

the bureau, and when this is done and

the golden mean is struck, there is every

reason to believe that the planter will get
the best price for his cotton this year that
he has received for & decade. Memphis

Commercial^Appeal.

Mr. I. F. Chandler, of Aberdeen, who
has a franchise to light rI roy by elec-
tricity, has a force of hands at work on

a dam on Little River, about a mile above

the A. & A- R. R- bridge. Mr. Chandler
expects to have his plant completed and

the town lighted by the first oi next

year. He will also light Biscoe from the

same plant. He is pushing the \\oik.~

Troy Examiner.

You could pay more but you can t get

better than Blue Ribbon Vanilla extract.

25e.
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' *Let the GOLD DUST TWIFS do your work *»

GOLD OUST I
makes floors and all woodwork shine so you I
can see your face in them. Does the work, Itoo, in half the time of the “bend and rub. I
creep and scrub way ”of our grandmothers. ¦
GKNDRAL USES FOR GOLD DUST: 9Scrubbing floors, washing clothes and dishes, ¦
cleaning wood-work, oilcloth, silverware ana H
tinware, polishing brass work, cleansing bath ¦
room, pipes, etc., and making the finest soft soap. H
GOLD DUST MAKES HARD WATER SOFT

"

• -v-V,.'."- .a

Heiskells
*

JTeitkeU’t Ointment accomplishes aston-
ishing cures of skin diseuses, utter ihe most
powerful internul remedies have failed.
After bathing the part with HeitkeU't Soup
use Jlriskell’i Ointment and itwill quickly
remove all Blotches, Pimples, Eruptions
and Sores. Cures Tetter, Erysipelas, Salt
Itheum, Scald Head, Itch, Ringworms,
Ulcers, Piles, Barber's Itch ; relieves and
heals Burns and Scalds. Makes the skin
soft and beautiful. Prescribed by phy-
sicians for half a century. A t druggists 60c.
Send for free book of testimonials. .

JOHNSTOX, HOLLOWAY X CO., Philadelphia. P

OINTMENT

H
I

HAIR BALSAM (
Clearws and beautifies the hair. |
Never Pails to Restore Gray!
Hair to its Youthful Color. I

Cures v-alp rT vr-es & h3)f falling. |

CH’CMEsrr.rrs engugh

pEKfiVROYAL PiLtt
M OriglnAl fiad Only Genuine.
K* SAFE. Aiw»y« reliable asV Drurgfjt
Cil fur CHI(:HES»TEK > KNGLISR

*n KED an-*. Otild metallic t*>*e*. - *:©•!

wiifc blur ribbon. TnUe no ci her. Htsu re
pT hatifferon.) Imlta*
j / nf tion*. Buy of /oar Dr*iggi<*«. or •uni tc. ’n

I W ,<r stump* for Particular*. Te*Miaonlalj
V V fi* 44 Keitel' Tot lefer r>7 re-

K‘ *Tin* Mntl. KVOtMt S f }

r an Lruftf****. C’hicheater C'hemtoft! P«i.-
tiißtlOD thii Bi'

!! Want Your |
!• House Moved ? |
i: THAT l DO. I
O f
G *

;; And can alwavs serve |
;; promptly Write or tel- |
!; egraph, |
:: J. N. CREEL, I
;; Dunn, N. C. |

For LaGrippe and Influenza
use CHENEY’S EXPECTO-
RANT,

{ Maginty Twist Brown & Williamson’s

J Sun Cured
Kite BROWN & WILLIAMSON'S
CATCHER FINE NATURAL LEAF
BUGLER. GOLDEN GRAIN

• KITE EXTRA FINE TWIST RED jujce

BROWN & WILLIAMSON'S BEST
BLOOD HOUND *

,

BROWN & WILLIAMSON’S DARK 3-PLY
~

TWIST.

The above well known brands of Tobacco are Not Kadc by a Trust and are

among the largest selling brands of the woild. Write for terms and prices, naming

your local jobber.

j Brown ® Williamson
j Tobacco Mfgs., Winston-Salem, N. C.

I Not in a Trust or Combine Tags Good for Premiums I
II ———

HInsurance Co. |
RICA.
its to place a half
nee by December. B
o place SIOO,OOO of
:as $2,100 in it for

ve the ability? If Pf

VASHINGTON, N. C. I

jfcjjgßjg, Manhatan
Typewriter

NEW FICTION:
Mettle of the Pasture, by James Lane Allen, $1.50 postpaid.
Gordon Keith, by Thomas Nelson Fage. $1.50 postpaid.
State Agents for Public School Books.

Alfred Williams & Co., Raleigh, N. C.

l=S%ar THE PENN MUTUAL LIFE
wrote in North Carolina considerably

eOvcr
$300,000.00 more

INSURANCE THAN ANY OTHER
kUh COMPANY DOING BUSINESS IN THE

9St STATE, ACCORDING TO SWORN RE-

pHi PORTS TO THE INSURANCE COMMIS-

THIS WAS A PROOF OF GOOD JUDO-
MENT ON THE PART OF THE AGENTS

I? AND THE INSURED.

For Liberal Agency Contracts write to

R. B. RANEY, Gen’l Agent,
Raleigh, N. C.

, ¦¦¦¦¦ ----- ttlssi

torts E**

G. A. Strickland & Co., and Embalmers...
115-117 S. Wilmington St.

Raleigh and Inter-State Phones 336. Night Phone, Raleigh, No.

4


