
SOME RALEIGH NEWSPAPERS
OF DAYS THAT ARE GONE

Reminisctnces and Anecdotes of the Star the
isttr, the Standard, and Their

Editors.
To the Editor: The first newspaper in

which I took any interest was a small
sheet printed at the Star office by

Leonidas Lemay, son of Rev. Thomas
Lemay, the proprietor and editor of the

Raleigh Star, which was published on Sal-

isbury street in an old building that has

been removed of late years, and become

a work shop. 1 cannot now remember the

size of the “Microcosm,” the paper above
referred to, but suppose, as I now think
of it, that it was about the size of a sheet
of foolscap. It discussed such matters as
would interest boys and \ gills, but the
articles bore the ear-marks of more ex-
perienced journalism than Leonidas,
though a very smart boy, was supposed to
possess. But, an experience of over forty
years in the printing business has long
since established in me the opinion that
two or three years in the old time print-
ing office would develop even the “devil”
into a right smart boy, at an early age.
and, if he stuck to his business closely he

would average a long way, in the course
of time, above the more fortunate boys
who spent their first years at school, and
did not have to play printer’s devil.
Therefore, I am prepared to believe that
Leonidas Lemay, young as he was. did
most of the work, mental and mechanical,

on that bright little paper which once
filled so large a place among the youth

of Raleigh and the surrounding country.
Os course, at the time of which I am

writing, there were the very ably edited
papers in Raleigh, to-wit: The “Raleigh
Register.” the “Raleigh Star,” both Whig
in politics, and the “Raleigh Standard.’’
democratic, of which latter paper the late
ex-Governor W. W. Holden was the edi-
tor, having purchased that paper from
Thomas Loring, Esq., immediately after
the Van Buren defeat in 1840.

It. is not my purpose to write anything
like a sketch of Governor Holden’s career
as editor of the Standard; were I to at-
tempt such a thing I could not do it bet-
ter than to say he made a splendid editor,
and was, from tlup time he became estab-

lished in the editorial chair until about
1858, when he began to aspire to Congres-

sional and Gubernatorial honors, the king

maker of his party, and because of the
splendid services he had rendered that
party he certainly was entitled to prefer-
ment. at the hands of those whom he had
helped to make politically. At the Demo-
cratic convention held in Charlotte in
1857. to make a nomination for Governor.
Judge Ellis received the nomination over
Governor Holden, because one man. who
held proxies for nineteen western coun-
ties. voted them solidly for Judge Ellis.
Wake county sent a large delegation, the

writer among the number, to that con-
vention, instructed to vote for Holden,
which they did. The Standard supported
Judge Ellis for Governor, hut it was un-

derstood that the editor had become very

greatly soured on his party because of its
ingratituue to him. At that time, and for
some years previous thereto, Prank J.
Wilson, Esq., was associate editor of the

Standard and did good service In the in-

terest of Mr. Holden’s aspirations for of-
fice, and was win.al a good writer and a
very clover gentleman. He went to Har-
per’s Ferry, Va., to see old John Brown,
the murderer and the inciter of negro in-
surrection, hung, and brought home with
him as a relic, which was prized very
highly in the Standard office, a piece of
the rope that broke old John's neck. It
was still on exhibition at Ihat office at
the beginning and during the war; but
since old John has got to be a saint and
his soul keeps marching on, it would be

a proper thing to place that section of rope,
if it is still in existence and can be iden-
tified. the State Museum, with a tag
attached giving a short history of old John
and his murderous career, and especially
of the attempt he was making at the time
he was arrested and hanged, to bring
about a wholesale rising of the negro
population of the South to murder the
whites. That, or something of the sort,

should be done, for our children are re-
quired to study books that speak of old
John as a martyr who died for his coun-

try, and make those who took part in
the arrest and hanging of him a set of
murderers. Our children should know the
truth, and the truth is. John Brown was
a murderer, and was justly hanged; and,
he is either a fool or an ignoramus of the

Sut Lovengood stripe, who tries to make

a saint of that fomenter of strife and

bloodshed. But, no more of that now.
though later, I may 'take up the matter
a^ain.

I said there were three ably edited pa

per. The Raleigh Register established by

Joseph Gales, was perhaps, at the time

of which I write, better known and more
generally read than any other State paper.
Its editor was Western R. Gales, a man
of great popularity, both as ed tor and

private citizen, and whenever on ihe

street he was sure to be the centre of a

crowd of gentlemen who flocked about

him because of his arniableness of char-

acter and cheerfulness of di-position. Ke

had a great big heart that was easily
moved to dt-cds o' chanty, never letting
an opportunity pass to act the good
Samaritan, even if it took the last dime

out of his own pocket, and he had to bur-

alter to suit your fine judgment and

more artistic taste.
1 think in “The Leopard's Spots.” if

read with sympathy and in a receptive
spirit, you will find precision of touch,
ineffable scorn for the mean and deprav-
ed and villainous, and high admiration
lor the gracious and good, the noble and
true. You will find boldness of outline,
exquisite glimpses of the pure and lovely,
a consuming scorn for veiled scoundrelism,
ami a genuine hate for things diabolical
and detestable. Women fare well indee I
under his brush—women for admiration,
adoration, love. You will meet with many
ringing, appealing periods, much of
rich verbal expression .many noble sen-
timents, some very genuine eloquence
that arouses and stimulates anl delights.
It not the greatest artist in words ajfaong
the Southern novelists, he at least asserts
himself as a writer of real power, of no
mean skill in discriptinn, of some rythm-
ical capacity, and at times of impressive
verbal excellence, and no little of ro-
mantic fervor- If 1 -claim too much fc >•

him credit it to friendship, incapacity and
critical blindness.
THEODORE BRYANT KINGSBURY.

Wilmington, N. C., Sept. 12, 1903.
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row money from some one else to com-
plete the work begun.

The old Register office was a* brick
structure which extended from near Salis-
bury street, east toward Fayetteville
street, and on the north side of that build-
ing was a very populai meeting place
where many a political campaign was
planned, and many a good yarn was spun.
As a school boy 1 stopped .here, many a
time, to listen to :aica men as Badger,
Rayncr. Gales, Bat. Moore and others who

were wont to c-ongrega 4 e there. On one
of these occasions a fcliow and his girl
who had walked conic fifteen or twenty
miles to Raleigh to be married attracted
the attention of Mr. Gales. “Those peo-
ple over there at the court house seem to
he in trouble,” he remarked. Mr. Badger
in a jocular manner, said: "Gales, step
over there and see what’s the trouble, and
come back and let us know.” He did so,
and found that after putting the contents
of their purses together, the would-be
bride and groom lacked just fifteen cents
of being able to purchase their license.
In his stentorian voice Mr. Badger said

to them: “Come over here, ye lovers, and
we’ll fix you up!” They came smiling, the
fifteen cents was made up, the license
secured, a magistrate called over from the
old Lawrence Hotel, and the twain, who a

few moments before were looking so for-
lorn, were duly married. The magistrate
remarked that to kiss the bride was all
he ever charged for marrying people, hut,
in that case he thought Mr. Gales ought

to have the honor as well as the pleasure
of saluting the bride, as he was the man
who made the first move toward raising
the fifteen cents. The bridegroom said he
thought so, too, so he led her toward Mr.
Gales, who, after handing his hat to the
magistrate to hold, very solemnly per-
formed that part of the ceremony, that
completed the marriage-

Speaking of the Register we must not
overlook Stephen, the colored pressman,
for, in his opinion, if not in the opinion
of the balance of mankind, the Register
could not move a wheel unless he were
about. Stephen was a very consequential
negro, took on the airs of Chesterfield,
when in the presence of white gentlemen,
but assumed the character of autocrat,
adviser, admonisher and dictator when
among his own color. He was the press-

man of the Register office, and in his
estimation, that fact placed him on the

roll of honor, and Governor Morehead,
then the occupant of the Governor s Man-
sion, could not have felt the burden of
party responsibility any more than he
did. Stephen heard all that was said in
the office by the editor# and the politicians
who went there to discuss the questions
of the day, but he told.nothing. He con-

sidered himself one of them, and, his idea
was, that everything he heard discussed
was a secret that should be kept from the

#>ars of “Loco Focos.*’
After the death of Weston It. Gales.

Major Seaton Gales, his son. became the

editor, but later on John W. Symc, of

Petersburg, Va., purchased the paper and
published it up to and during the war.

I never knew much of the Star, except

that Rev. Thomas J. Lemay, tlie editor,
was a conscientious Christian gentleman,
and not caring to be harrassed with poli-
tics and politicians, lie sold his paper in

the early fifties to \\ in. C. Doub, Esq.,

son of Rev. Peter Doub, one of North
Carolina’s most distinguished divines. Mr.
Doub soon found that his new life was
not congenial to his refined, retiring na-
ture, and while he endured rather than

enjoyed the excitements of a political life
and made, withal, a first class paper, he

availed himself of the first opportunity
that presented it,sell to get away from
scenes that he could not take interest in.

Were I writing a history, instead of
sketches from memory, I would try to be

more methodical and pay greater attention
to accuracy as to dates. But, as I am
simply bringing into review events that

occurred half a century ago, I make no
effort to write of those events in the order

in which they transpired, but take them
up as memory recalls them. In 1546 the
temperance question became a popular
movement in Raleigh, drawing into it
men of all classes and conditions of so-

ciety, and laid the foundation, in part, of
the very decided movement which we are
now witnessing in this city, lathe Benne-
han grove, the square lying between Mor-
gan and Hargett and between Person and
Blood worth streets, we heard the first
temperance address to which we had ever
listened. The occasion was a temperance

mass meeting and barbecue, and the prin-
cipal speaker was a gentleman by the

name of Zeigenfuss—(l don’t know that I
spell his name light)—who came here*
from Baltimore, and represented -the
Washingtonian Temperance Society. Oth-
ers made speeches and enthusiasm ran
very high. Some of the men who were
taking an active part m the movement
were William T. Bain, James M. Towles,
Patrick McGowan, James Pattrick, J. D.
Royster, William Stronaeh, E. Colburn,
Sylvester Smith; all of whom, as well as
nearly, if not quite all, who were present
that day, have long since gone to the
land of spirits, but the movement of
which the men of that date were the lead-
ers, has continued to leaven public sen-
timent. until we have now the prospect
of seeing that of which they but faintly
dreamed.

Very soon after that Washingtonian
movement, the Sons of Temperance, a se-
cret order, swept over the country and
“Old Concord Division No. 1,” was char-
tered here in Raleigh, of which division
the writer became a junior member, or
rather a “Cadet of Temperance,” in 1847.
I was nothing but a boy, but the good

influence of that organization has not
been forgotten in the fifty six years that
have gone by. 1 was a country boy, here
at school, and temptations to drink were
presented on every turn, and seeing that
town boys could drink and play cards, I I
felt indeed like a green horn when I had
to decline, because I did not know how |
alcoholic liquors tasted nor know one card i
from another. I cannot say how long I j
might have held out against these temp-

tations if I had received no attention
from those citizen who were trying to
save the boys. Suffice it to say. I was
led into the temperance society and there-
after, while here at school, it was an easy
matter to resM the temptations, which
otherwise might have overcome me.

In 1847. I think it was, A. M- Gor-
man, Esq., the foreman of the Register*
office, began the publication of “The
Spirit of the Age,” a s the organ of the
Sons of Temperance in this State. It was

a small sheet at first, but was enlarged
from time to time until it became one of
the largest four-page papers in North
Carolina, and secured a circulation that
was unprecedented in the history of news-
papers in the South. Added to its tem-
perance feature, it had its literary feature
—also containing in each issue a well
written story by authors reared in oui

own State- Mr. Gorman made money on
the venture, and, until the war approach-

ed and discussion of those* questions which
led to secession diverted the minds of the
people from temperance, his circulation
continued to grow. But, the dark cloud,
on the political horizon, soon overshadow-
ed the country, and the temperance ques-
tion was largeiy forgotten, or at least
neglected, and of course “The Spirit of
The Age” rapidly lost patronage. During

the war Mr. Gorman, having sold the pa-

per to John G. Williams, Esq., became
associate editor of the “Daily Confeder-
ate.” which position he held until his
death, which occurred the last year of
the war. Mr. Williams kept “The Spirit
of the Age” alive, as a bomb-proof, until
after the war, when it ceased to be pub-
lished. Aiterwards, another paper was
started by the same name, by T. N. Ram-
sey, Esq., and passed into the hands of
the writer at a later date, but “The Spirit
of the Age” which sowed the first seeds
of temperance in our State was the one
of which Alexander M. Gorman was the
founder and the very able editor.

Raleigh, N. C., September 10.
R. H. WHITAKER.

Leopard’s Spots Not a
“Great” Novel, Says

Dr. Kingsbury.
(Continued on Fourteenth Page.)

resting attention, and keeping it on the
lookout without fatigue or disappoint-
ment. Such at least was my own experi-

ence as mentioned above. He decorates
to some extent, and whatever the d.fi-
ciency of his style, he cannot bo accused
of obscurity or undue prolixity or ex-
cessive melodrama. There are scores of
fine passages and some of the limning of
the actors impress me as particularly
clear-cut and skilful, with genuine flesh
and blood under the garments worn. His
descriptions are often striking and well
finished, and the conversations are some-
times of singular interest without exces-
sive strain or epigrammatic burden. He
is probably with two or three exceptions
the most widely read of Southern authors.
He is not “a prophesier of things past,”
but a describer of things recent and im-
perative. He lias a plenty of ardor, of
passion, of ineisivness, fills hi:s chapters
with varied incidents, sketches character
with a rapid, bold hand, and keeps you
on the alert. He is real, treats of life,
however uncommon; of action, however
unusual or surprising: of incidents how-
ever extraordinary; of descriptive scenes
however strange nr fascinating, with a
free, confident, impressive manner. There
are scenes of conspicuous interest, some
dramatic, some full of light and beauty
and love, and all done with fine felicity
and vivid skill. If that is too strong then
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