
THE INTERESTING CAREER OF
“THELIVE GIRAFFE” OF RALEIGH

Some Reminiscences of Henry Clay, Governor Bragg,

and President Polk, in the Capi-
tal City.

To the Editor: Speaking of newspa-

pers, I am reminded to say that in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and fifty three, just fifty years
ago, I bought—or rather, my father
bought for me—an interest in a paper
called “The Live Giraffe,” a paper that
Wesley Whitaker, Esq, recently deceased,

had been running for a year or so at a
less, and we paid, that is, father did.
three hundred dollars for the privilege of
getting into trouble and expense minus
any profits: a worse bargain, as I now
think it over, than Uncle Sam made in
paying twenty millions of dollars for the
Phillippines. I don't remember how the
trade originated—whether I made a
banter, or was bantered, but this much
I do remember, that when I came to look
at the subscription books, and saw bow
many new subscribers had recently been
taken in, it wasn't long before I was
taken in, too, and my three hundred dol-
lars, as I soon found, had gone into a
rat hole. The good showing which my
partner was able to make came about
after this fashion. Granville county had
been thrown into the Fourth Congression
al district. Hon Abraham Venable had
for a number of years represented the
Fifth district in Congress, but by the new
arrangement his county was thrown into
the Fourth district. When the nominat-
ing convention was hold Mr. Venable ex-
pected to receive the nomination, as he
had been doing in the Fifth district; but
10, and behold, A. M. Lewis, Esq., a

young lawyer of Louisburg, received the
nomination, whereupon Mr. Venable an-
nounced himself as an independent Demo-
cratic candidate. Os course the Standard
supported Mr. Lewis, the Democratic
nominee, and Mr. Venable was without
a mouthpiece in the way of a paper, here
at the Capital. The matter was finally
arranged between him and Wesley Whita-
ker, the editor of the “Live Giraffe,” and
for the next month or two the fur was
made to fly in all directions. Every friend
of Mr. Venable subscribed for the “Gi-
raffe” and clubs went in like hot cakes,
all with the cash accompanying, and. in
less than a month, the books were full.
Hence the good showing that was made,
when, for the first time I was permitted
to look upon the foundation upon which,
I was led to believe, a fortune would
rise up to bless me and mine—especially
the old father who was to pay for the
or.e-half interest in the paper.

The matter presented itself thus: Five
hundred subscribers in one month with
the cash! At that rate six thousand
subscribers would be received in a year.
Six thousand subscribers at two dollars
meant twelve thousand dollars a year, to
say nothing of the advertising that could

;be done in a paper with six thousand
subscribers. The thing looked like a gold

mine and it pleased my father immense-
ly when I gave him a statement, made
from the books, and informed him, as I

had been informed, that when my name
! stood at the head of the Giraffe railroads
would furnish me with free passes and

; hotel men would drum me for the privi-
-1 lege of entertaining me, while I was
i going through the country enjoying the
! profits of a paper with six thousand sub-

j scribers and an advertising patronage

that would pay all expenses.
I bit. And who would not have bitten

| such a bait? But ‘it did not take me
more than one week to find out that I

was badly bitten. When the first Satur-

day evening came instead of there being
fifty' dollars in the treasury, as I sup-
posed there would be, fifty cents couldn’t
be found to meet the demands (in the
way of printers) that stared us in the
face. During the week, however, we had
received dozens of notes like this:

“The time for which we subscribed ex-
pired with the election, and as we took
the Giraffe as a campaign paper simply,
you will please discontinue, as we do noi
wish to renew our subscription. Wishing
you abundant success, we are,” etc.

So it turned out, all those who had
subscribed for Mr. Venable’s sake stopped
their papers, and the twelve thousand-
dollar prospect had faded out entirely,
nothing remains but occasionally free
rides, and a dinner, now and then, at a
hotel free of cost, provided a half column
was devoted to his ham and eggs.

It was not a great while after purchas-
ing a half interest that my partner came
to the one day and in the spirit of a
magnanimity that I ought never to for-
get, told me that he was willing for me
to take his half of the concern, as he
wished to get out of the printing busi-
ness —“take it for nothing, only pay the
debts of the concern which amounted to
a few dollars only.” By the time I set-
tled those debts I had paid out quite a3

much as I paid for my half.
Next year was 1844, and Hon. Thomas

Bragg was the Democratic nominee for
Governor. It occurred to me that it
would be a good thing to clianga the name
of my paper to "The Metropolitan,” and
go right into politics. Mr. Bragg, who
called in to see me, thought it would bo
a capital hit. By all means call it “The
Metropolitan,” and swing right out into
the thickest of the fight. ;jnd make a repu-
tation as a writer, he went on. and—(l

v aited to hear what he was going to
promise)—and it won’t be long, he wound
up, before you will rank among the best
writers. I thanked him for the compli-
ment and assured him that “The Metro-

politan” should be made a “brag” paper.

He smiled and left me. Bragg was elect-
ed Governor, but the Metropolitan ad-
venture was a failure, for the reason that
the subscribers did not know how to
pionounce the name of the paper. They

:-aid they just couldn’t do it, and they

were opposed to having a paper coming

into their homes they could not pronounce
the name of. I did not blame them, and

as business was becoming slack I con-
cluded to tie up and rest awhile, which
I did in the fall of that year.

I must not omit to tell your readers
that Braggs opponent—he pronounced it
op-po-nent—was Col. Alfred Dockery,

known in those days as the “old fox,” as
he was said to be the toughest horse in
a political race of any man of his time.
Governor Bragg found him to be ever on
the alert an|d going ali the time. He
would remain on the ground where they

bad spoken, often times until night, and
then stay somewhere in the neighborhood.
Bragg would make some of the distance
toward the next appointment, that even-
ing, and would flatter himself that he
would be ahead in the morning, so he
would rise early to carry out his purpose,
but would learn that Dockery had gone
on an hour or two before he had got out
of bed. Sure enough he would find him
there when he arrived at the speaking
place of that day. The distribution of
the public lands was the question they
discussed, and Mr. Dockery in his droil
way would make his audience smile when,
instead of saying share, he would say
"every State is entitled to its ‘sheer’ of
the public lands.” Be it said to the
ciedit of the two men they made a very
able campaign.

Governor Bragg made a most excellent
Chief Magistrate, and was followed by

Governor Ellis, upon whom fell the re-
sponsibility of marshalling the forces of
the Old Ncrth State to arms when, dur-
ing Ins administration, the State passed
the ordinance of secession.

Before I get too far :uvay from the
starting point, I want to tell your read-

ers that in 1844 Henry Clay, “the mill
boy of the Slashes,” the pride of old Ken-
tucky, the most eloquent man of his day,
was the Whig nominee for President,
and he made a visit to Raleigh and spoke

to a vast crowd of people from the west
portico of the Capitol. All the big Whig
politicians of the State were here and
such an ovation as Mr. Clay received had

never before been accorded to any man.
He was worthy of it all, lor he v.'as in-
deed a great man—one of that trio of
giants whose names will live as long as
time lasts—Webster, Clay and Calhoun-
all of whom were then old, but still re-

garded as leaders in the discussion of
those perplexing question which eventu-

ally resulted in war.
It was during Mr. Clay's visit to Ral-

eigh that he wrote the letter opposing
the annexation of Texas to the Union,
which, it was claimed, brought about his
defeat for the Presidency. That might or

might not have been true, the majority
of the people rvere of the opinion that

the unexpected which happened, when the

Democrats nominated James K. Polk, of
Tennessee, instead of Van Buren, as the

Whigs hoped and expected, was the truo

cause of Mr. Clay's defeat. Mr. Clay
cculd have beaten Van Buren, as Gen-
eral Harrison did in 1840; but, when the

convention at Baltimore nominated Mr.

Folk, it is said that Mr. Clay remarked
that he was beaten again.

Mr. Polk got the credit of the annexa-
tion of Texas to the Union, but, in reality

j President Tyler had already taken the
! matter in hand during his term, and Mr.

Polk followed up the movement, in that
direction, already begun by him.

President Polk was the first Chief Mag-
istrate of the nation to pay a visit to
Raleigh, which lie did in 1845 or 1846, and
attended the Chapel Hill commencement,
after shaking hands with all of the people
in and around the capital.

Before dismissing Mr. Clay’s visit to
1 Raleigh I will mention two incidents of

I the occasion. A man* with a stentorian
| voice who occupied a seat on the west

portico of the Capitol, where Mr. Clay
; stood, made himself conspicuous by

; shouting at the top of his voice: “Fel-
! low citizens, you had better keep your

hands on your pocket books—there are
j Loco Focos about!” That man was Wni.

G. Brownlow, of Tennessee, and no one
regretted the foolish remark more than

did Mr. Clay.
Another incident was, that a pound

cake sent from Fayetteville to be eaten
by the crowd, was held up by some dis-
tinguished man, to the gaze of the great
assemblage, while lie made these remarks:
“This cake, fellow citizens, was sent by

a Mrs. C.- ,to be eaten on this occa-
sion; but, as there is not enough to go

round, a few of us will eat it and think
of you all while doing it.” The crowd

cheered as if the proposition tvas satis-
; factory and the cake disappeared,

i I shall never forget Mr. Clay’s face,

{ his long sandy hair, his flashing eyes,
I and above all his soul-stirring eloquence.
I Democrat as I was, I could not help feel-
j ing a desire deep down in my heart that
j he might be elected; but he wasn't for the

I campaign ditty of that day, which said:
j "Polk and Dallas is the pizen

! For Henry Clay and Frelinghuysen,”
: turned out to be a true prophecy.

It is said of Mr. Clay that he once re-
| marked, lie had rather be right than to

be President, and his great life, which in
the main was worthy of imitation, bears

| us out in the opinion that he really meant

what he said.
I may say, in closing this sketch, that

John Tyler, as much as the Whigs dis-
liked him, made a good President, and

left affairs in a good shape for liis suc-
cessor. So that, although the Mexican
war came on during Mr. Polk’s adminis-

‘ tration, he had comparatively easy sall-
j ing. As a last remark I will say the

I Mexican war developed the timber for

two presidents. Zachary Taylor and
! Franklin Pierce. General Scott, also was
: a candidate in 1852, with Governor Gra-

-1 ham, of this State, as a running mate,

j but like Mr. Clay he got a beating: and
j that, too, by one of tha brigadiers in his
j campaign from Vera Cruz to the city of
Mexico.

This letter is a medley indeed, but I
hope the reader will enjoy it as much as

| I have in going over again the old
; time paths, which once were so delight-

! ful to tread.
R. H. WHITAKER.

“THE BLUES” are always located in
the stomach. EUVITA will banish the

| blues. At all fountains.

A. ; \
—.- Is one which is palatable, pleasant to take, and can be re-

Pertect lied upon to act gently, but thoroughly, cleansing the entire
t , system of all impurities, Such a remedy is Mozley’s Lemon jj

Elixir. It is a pleasant lemon tonic, acceptable to the most

| delicate stomach, and acts thoroughly upon the bowels, liver and kidneys 9
I without the slightest unpleasantness. Sold by all druggists ¦» sr « f

50c. a bottle. MOZLEY’S LEMON HOT jVLoZICy 3
DROPS, without an equal for coughs, colds, T

sore throat and bronchitis. 25 cents a bottle. JL. COTOn
>¦ Elixir

jj Tobacco I
I Not Made by a Trust

Grape 1 j
I Big BucK $ Westover

|| AllUnion Made j
|| R. A. Patterson Tobacco Co. |

Low Round Trip Rates
VIA

Atlantic Coast Line
WASHINGTN, D. C.—Annual Convention Grand Fountain United Order of True

Reformers, Washington, D. C., September Ist to Bth, 1903.
Rate one fare plus 25c. for the round trip. Tickets on sale
at all Coupon Agencies, August 30th, September Ist and
2nd, with return final limit to reach starting point.not later
than September 10th, 1903.

A Special Validating Agency, under the charge of Joseph
Richardson, Special Agent, wr ill be located in the Station,
6th and B Streets. Washington, D. C., and will be opened
one hour before the scheduled time of departure of each
train, August 30th to September 10th, inclusive. On those
dates no other Agent in Washington will be authorized to
validate the return portion of these tickets.

BALTIMORE, MD. —Meeting of Sovereign Grand Lodge Odd Fellows. Baltimore,
Md., September 2 Ist to 2uih, 1903. Rate one fare plus SI.OO
for the round tri p. Tickets on sale at all coupon Agencies
September 18th, 19th and 20th, good to return with final
limit of Septembe r 28th, 1903. Tickets mu«t be deposited
with Joint Agent immediately on arrival at Baltimore and
fee of tiventy-five cents paid at time of deposit. By the
payment of SI.OO in addition to the 25e. referred to, tickets
will be extended to permit leaving Baltimore not later than

October 3rd, 1903, upon being executed by Joint Agent.
Tickets will be va lid only for continuous return passage,
leaving Baltimore on date executed by Joint Agent.

W. J. CRAIG, Gen. Pass. Agent, Wilmington, N. C.

©The South's Favorite Pianos!
SONOVER

*SSa- A HOME MADE
Bowling Green Sem- Jff m The

inary, Bowling
Thc o jq tunes and the old voices, the old folks and. the old home haunt the Permanent

Cox fSf children and make life sweeter v,lien they, in turn, grow old. The Cottage Or-
,

Park. Georgia. j3S J gan is made by the Cable Company with two full sets 0f reeds of five octaves each. Oi OGU3B

Chase City Academy, ffijg? To hear its deep bass and its soft, sweet treble is to realize the labor we have T&gA in Nortfo
Chase City, \a. ut on this instrument. In it arc hidden the melodies that are sacred in their (P •% trO ir» -a |r 5,4

Sul College, Bi is J||jjF sweetness; the construction is perfect and the musical results have proved suf- I
Sedalia College, Seda- |l|| ficient to make the Cottage Organ appreciated in homes the world over. PlSfhani,

dalia. Mo. • They are furnished in oak or black walnut, mantel mirrors, lamp guards and fyq L/JkSlgley,
University of Tennes- mm I with every other decorative and useful improvements.

see, Knoxville. . The prices of these home-clietring and brightening instruments put them in ftllSgCr.
George Voelker Stu- !

reach of families of small income as well as of families with plenty of money.
dm, Richmond. ggi i elepnone,

La Grange Institute, 'Esp ....
.

La Grange, Ga. 11 It Costs Nothing to To Try Them :
, I YfIT,V w\Lt

.

e or !
These colleges use ifpi „

C&.. lOH llsiTl
pianos of the Cable SySji We know that music loving North Carolinians will appreciate our pianos and

f D <-* 1
make exclusively. we have in the State a full stock of all our makes. We will pay all expenses of iCU WS.
Since we have perfect- wgjl shipment that you may try any of them. If you like the piano you can pay cash Rpmpm!v>r
ed the manufacture of or in easy monthly payments. A trial of fifteen days Avith no expense is for any

’

may"bTso eidPl at°REA- ilk reli;,bl ° fcrpon for the askin «- Costs nothing
sonable prices

rM tv , „
_ ¦ To try any

gTohe^ 6
.

girdled the m. Where You Save Yourself Money!
. 0?our Pianos.

v
. , v . The Cable Company sells only what it manufactures. It does not buy other OIJF P “iCG*/'

TO INVESTIGATE
maker, and sell them to you, making a profit on the deal, as other piano houses.

IS TO HAVE ONE We profit only as manufacturers. That is why you save money when you buy JvjW VVUi v3-USt IOH.
OP" OUR PIANOS TamiL of us. You do not have to pay the mid dh man’s profit. With Cable Company 1
SENT pianos and organs there is no middleman. ~.

it-Costs —r—itcosts
..Nothing... W, |i S, £ M ft"..Nothing..

r—' r~^l ASH I REDIT
We Can Save You From $75 to s2oo and Give You the Very Best Instrument Made.

Every One is Guaranteed and You May Take Your time Paying, if You Wish
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