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THE OLD NO RTH STATE.

GAS TON.

Carolina, Carolina! Heaven s blessings attend her!
While we live we will cherish, protect and defend her;
Though the scorner may snee r at and witling's defame her,
Our hearts swell with gladnos s whenever we name her.

Hurrah! Hurrah! the Old North State forever!
Hurrah! Hurrah! The goo d Old North State.

Though she envies not others their merited glory,
Say, whose name stands fore most in Liberty’s story?
Though too true to herself e’er to crouch to oppression.
Who can yield to just rule m ore loyal submission?

Hurrah, etc. ,

Plain and artless her sons, b ut whose doors open faster
At the knock of a stranger o r the tale of disaster?
How like to the rudeness of 1 heir dear native mountains,

' With rich ore in their bosom s and life in their fountains.
Hurrah, etc.

And her daughters, the Queen of the Forest resembling,'
So graceful, so constant, yet t o gentlest breath trembling,
And true lightwood at heart, let the match be applied them.
How they kindle and flame! O h! none know but who’ve tried them.

' Hurrah, etc.

Then let all those who love u s, love the land that we live in,
(As happy a region as on this side of Heaven),
Where Plenty and Freedom, Love and Peace smile before us.
Raise aloud, raise together, the heart-thrilling chorus.

Hurrah! Hurrah! the Old North State forever!
Hurrah! Hurrah! the good Old North State!

THE REUNION AT GREENSBORO OCTOBER 12th
AND 13th.

Tbe reunion of North Carolinians residing in other States to he
held in Greensboro October 12th and 13th, should be the most inter-
esting event in our State during the year. A debt of gratitude is

due by the whole State to the people of Greensboro for taking the

lead in this patriotic enterprise. They inangurated the movement,
and they are pushing it forward with energy and enthusiasm. Greens-
boro is the place for the reunion. It comes nearer being the center of
the State than any other city. 11 is the geographical center; pro-

bably the center of population, certainly the railroad center, and is
the heart of a population distinctl y North Carolinian. Industrially,

Greensboro may be called the center of the State. Draw about it
a circle with a radius of one hundred miles, and it will include near-
ly every industry of the State. In education, culture, wealth, and re-
finement, Greensboro also is a gr eat center. It is perhaps true also
that more North Carolinians, now living abroad, returning to their
homes in the Old North State, would pass through Greensboro than
any town in the State. It is perhaps the center of the area chat

has sent out of the State the largest number of citizens. It is well,

therefore, that Greensboro should lead in this matter, and she is lead-
ing in away that is worthy of tho occasion and that does honor to

herself and the Old North State.
While Greensboro is the local h ostess, and will entertain right

royally all who come within her gates, yet the celebration, the invi-
tation, are not local, are not Greensboro’s. They belong to the whole
State, and the whole State will j oin Greensboro in making the oc-
casion one of the most honorable i n onr history. Let every county be
represented; let every town he represented; let every college and school
be represntdd, and, if possible, let every local institution he repre-

sented. Wherever possible let official representatives go.

The Governor of the State has extended an official invitation to
non-resident North Carolinians to attend this reunion. He called the
matter to the attention of the last General Assembly in a ringing

message printed on the first page of this paper.

The General Assembly responded to the Governor's message; en-

tered into a hearty sympathy with the movement, and unanimously
adopted resolutions which will also he found on the first pave of this
paper.

The press of the State, literally from Murphy to Manteo, voicing

the sentiment of the people of the whole Commonwealth, welcomed
the suggestion of a Reunion of Native North Carolinians residing

in other States, and have co-operated with the local committees in

bringing the matter to the attention of North Carolinians at home

and their subscribers residing in other States.
The response from the “scattered abroad” shows that they are

coming in large numbers, if not “a n hundred thousand strong,” and
coming with the filiallove of all N orth Carolinians for their mother
State. Some of them have grown rich in their new homes; they are
leaders in law, commerce, manufacturing, agriculture; they have mar-

ried in the homes of their adoption ; they are' closely identified with
the communities and States which t hey have helped to build;—but
there is not one of the 326,037 of t he native horn North Carolinians
who will not be in Greensboro on the 12th and 13th of October in
person or in spirit. Many will co me to exchange the old North Caro-
lina greeting, with old n eighbors and friends of their youth,
and they will find there to greet them, not only their own personal
friends, hut thousands of other North Carolinians, who, while regret-
ting that the varying fortunes of life caused them to live outside of
the State of their birth, rejoice in their prosperity and success in the
home of their adoption. Itwill(be a glad day to witness the reunion
of old friends long parted—friends whose comradeship is knit with
common love of the State that gave them birth. The Reunion will be,

on a large scale, simply an old-fashioned family gathering, where the
sons and daughters, with their children, return to the hearth of the
old home to gladden the hearts of their aged parents, and to live over
again in fond recollection the days of their youth.

The mother of the two million North Carolinians, who have never

left the comfortable chimney corner, and the 326,037 sons who
sought their fortunes in other States, has invited the hoys and girls
to come together for a day or two, to talk: about old times, to re-
visit old scenes, and to come close together in their common memo-
ries, common ambitions, and common love of Tar Heel virtues and
Tar-Heel patriotism.

NORTH CAROLINA MECCA OF PATRIOTISM.

The whole State owes a debt of gratitude to the enterprising citi-
zens of Greensboro who conceived the idea of inviting all North
Carolinians residing in other States to a home-coming in this good
year, on the 12th and 13th of October, it was characteristic of the
Greensboro spirit of to-day to plan a grand reunion of all living
North Carolinians. It is a fitting place, -not only because of Greens-
boro’s ability to entertain large gatherin gs and because its people
are “given to hospitality,” but chiefly because near it is located the
Guilford Battle Ground, where one of the most important( and far-

its effects) battles of the War of the Revolution was

fought. Every boy horn in Massachusetts, or born of Massachusetts
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parents, is religiously taken, as the Jewish children went up to the

holy city to the holy feasts, to Bunker Hill to see where the New

England patriots won immortal glory. Too few of the sons of North

Carolina, residing in the State, have pressed the sacred sod where

Southern men won imperishable fame almost in sight of the present

magnificent Guilford Court House, the county seat of Guilford
county.

Indeed an hundred years passed before the children of this State
knew the significance of the Battle of Guilford Court House. They

had all learned the story of Bunker Hill in the public schools, hut

few, outside of the immediate descendants of the heroes of that

battle, knew that the Battle of Guilford Court House made York-
town possible. North Carolinians in every decade have made glori-

ous history, hut they have not written it. It remained for the late
Judge David Schenck (peace to his ashes!) to write the true story

of the Battle of Guilford Court House, and to rescue from the tomb

of forgetfulness the name and fame of men who had done as much
to secure their country’s liberty as any of the soldiers of the ages

immortalized in song and story. It remained for the progressive
citizens of Greensboro to organize the Guilford Battle Ground As-

sociation which rescued that battlefield of glory from neglect, and
to make it the historic rallying ground of Piedmont North Carolina.
For a dozen years the chief celebration of the natal day of the Re-
public has been fittingly observed on the battlefield of Guilford
Court House, and thousands and tens of thousands of North Caro-
linians have come to make a sacred pilgrimage on every recurring
Fourth of July to this battlefield. But compaiatively sow of the
327,070 native horn North Carolinians now residing in other States
have ever turned their faces to this North Carolina Mecca. One of
the leading inducements that will bring them to the Reunion of Non-
Resident natives of North Carolina is the favorable opportunity it
will give them to visit this battle field, upon which monuments and
bronze tablets have been placed m arking the positions of the troops
of the various States, and telling the mute story of this important
battle. They will also see the sta tnes and monuments erected to the
memory of distinguished soldiers w ho participated in that battle and
other battles of the Revolution.

“Once a North Carolinian; always a North Carolinian.” No man
or woman born in this State ever loses the love of his native Com-
monwealth, or ceases to feel proud of its honored history. A visit
to the Guilford Battle Ground will revive the ardor of this love of
and pride in their mother State, b ecause it has been made a place of
which the whole State is justly pr oud. With hut a few dollars
of State appropriation and no appropriation from the Federal
treasury, the Guilford Battle Ground Company has made it a mili-
tary park of beauty and of historic value. No man can visit this
battlefield and read the story as d epictcd in tablets and monuments
and not have his blood tingle with pride that North Carolina blood
runs in his veins. The returning North Carolinians, who will em-
brace the opportunity to renew their youth by mingling with old
friends of their mother State, will find that those who have remain-
ed at home have converted the neg let ted old field, which sent Corn-
wallis to his doom at Yorktown, in to a Mecca of Patriotism, and
they will return to their homes i n other States resolved to bring
thither at future Reunions their s ons born in their new homes that
they may he inspired by patriotism at the very fountain of love of
country.

A day for visiting the Guilfor d Battle Ground has been set aside
during the Reunion, and the descendants of the men who faced shot
and shell there will feel to thank God for the courage and valor of
their noble ancestors.

NORTH CAROLINA’S CONTRIBUTION TO AMERI-
CAN CITIZENSHIP.

North Carolina has given her 1 jfe blood most freely to the build-
ing up of other States. Today 236, 037 native born North Carolinians
reside in other Commonwealths. She has contributed to American
citizenship the best that the nation has to show. In the colonial
period her people stood boldly for liberty, self-government, freedom
from excessive taxation and official tyranny. In adopting the Con-
stitution she stood for all the amendments, which were afterwards
accepted and which now form the constitutional basis of our liber-

ties. }

It was her sons. ANDREW JA CKSON and THOMAS H. BENTON,
who wiped out all traditions and t endencies of monarchy and aristo-
cracy, and planted deep in Americ an soil the tree of democracy.

It was her son, JAMES K. POLK, who annexed Texas and extend-
ed the American Republic from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

It was her son, WILLIAMA. GRAHAM, who opened the doors of
Japan to civilization, and thus made a beginning of final settlement
of the Asiatic question. {

It was her son, ANDREW JOHNSON, who had the North Carolina
grit to jeopardize his great office, by opposing the coercive measures
of Reconstruction directed against an integral part of the Union.

It was her son, RICHARD J. GATLING who promoted peace by
inventing the death-dealing Gatling gun.

Her sons have done great deeds, and thought great thoughts
wherever they have gone. No statesmen have surpassed them in in-
tegrity, purity, and patriotism. No soldiers have equalled them
in steadfastness, endurance, and fortitude. They were horn North
Carolinians and trained in North Carolina virtues. They loved the
family fireside and all that the family fireside means. They still
love it, and, though they dwell now in cities or on plains, they long
to go to the State of their birth, and see again the people who live
as they lived in their youth; to see again the Old North State where
people do not grow old before their time; where youth is buoyant
and virile; manhood is strong and sturdy, and old age is fullof digni-
ty, honor and self-respect. |

All hail to the sons of North Carolina who will come to this our

first reunion! May they live to come again and again; and may the
reunion, this year inaugurated, endpre and grow greater forever!

THE QUAKERS ARE COMING.

A letter received yesterday from Greens-

boro states that information has lust
been received that an excursion from
Indianapolis under the management of

Mr. Elwood Wilson, will reach Greensboro
on the tenth of October. It is fitting that

Indiana should send a large delegation to
the Reunion, for North Carolina furn is lied
a large portion of the best population of

the Hoosier State. In some sections of

Indiana almost the whole population i«

composed of Quakers or their descendants
who went from North Carolina, between
1840 and 1860- Most of them went from

Guilford and Randolph counties, and they

will be returning to their old home when
they attend the Reunion at Greensboro.
So many of them have indicated their
purpose to attend that nearly all the

North Carolina Friends will be there to
give welcome to their brethren. This
will give the Reunion to them the social
side of a Yearly Meeting. 1

North Carolina will be glad tlo wAome
back home representatives of its sterling
old Quaker stock. The State has had ami

has no truer sons than members of the
Society of Friends —those who remain with
us and those who have made homes in

other .States. This has been true since
the first settlement of Quakers in Per-
quimans county, in the early history,,
when this State was a colony.

GEN. RANSOM TO PRESIDE.

The people of North Carolina—those
who live in the State and those living in
other States who will attend the Re-un-

icn, rejoiced when it ivas announced a

few days ago that Hon. Matthew Whit-
aker Ransom had accepted the invitation
of the committee to act as master of cere-

monies at the North Carolina Re-union
at Greensboro on the 12th and 13th of

October.
He is the man of all living North

Carolinians to welcome back home those
natives of the State residing elsewhere
who will attend the Re-union. For near-

ly a quarter of a century, as United

States Senator, he not only represented
his constituents, but also represented par-

ticularly North Carolinians in every por-

tion of the Republic. During his long ser-

vice in the Senate he had occasion to

serve thousands of North Carolinians in
other States and won their gratitude by

bis abiding interest in fellow7 tar heels

at home and abroad.
For half a century, in peace and in

war, General Ransom has been a leading

spirit in North Carolina. Devoted in nis

love for his native State, he has always

responded to every call upon his patriot-

ism. Eloquent beyond any North Caro-

linian now 7 living, he will voice the love
the old State bears to every son whose
life has been spent in other surroundings,

The Coming Day—From the Top of Pisgah—
Western North Carolina.

By D. C. Waddell.

The cool Dawn, in silent softness, is slowly drifting,
Drifting toward the coming day

The old peaks, in distant dimness, are slumbering,

Slumbering, where the white mists lay.

Soft and low, the night winds blow

The heart of the night is sighing

Her pride of stars, and silver bars

Over the skies are dying.

The red East, in crimson richness is widely lifting

Lifting, the archway of the day

The old peaks in mighty grandeur are towering

Towering, where the white mists lay.

Fresh and sweet, on dewey feet

The winds of morn are playing
They ripple the mist, and listing, list
Over the earth are straying.

The sun Light, in radiant brightness, is swiftly sifting

Sifting, the yellow beams of day

The old peaks, in opal splendors are glittering
Glittering, where the white mists lay.

Far and wide, on every side
The white mist is swaying

Across the spray, as it circles away

The rainbows arc playing.

Far away in the light of day
The snowy mist is twining
In the valleys below, where wild ferns grow
The sun is brightly shining.

Greensboro, N. C-, September 25th. i

und make every returning North Caro-
linian proud of his State that produces

a statesman of the type of Matthew Whit-
aker Ransom.

THE REUNION EDITION.

Greensboro’s progressive spirit, mani-
fested in inaugurating the North Carolina
Reunion, is deserving of all praise. That
city has raised several thousand dollars
to make the Reunion a success and the
News and Observer believes its people are
entitled to the thanks and co-operaticn
of every man and woman and of every

paper in North Carolina. Therefore, the
News and Observer issues today a special

Reunion Edition to tell to all its thous-
ands and ten thousands of readers about

the preparations for the coming Reunion

and to help in making the occasion one

of the most notable successes in the his-

tory of North Carolina.
Below is a letter accepting the News

and Observer’s offer and expressing -.*e

thanks of the Press Committee of the

Reunion:
Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 15th, 1903.

Mr. Josephus Daniels, Editor and Publisher
of the News and Observer.
Dear Sir: In behalf of the Press Com-

mittee of the North Carolina Reunion
Association, I tender you our sincere
thanks for your generous offer to publish
on Sunday, September 27, a special edi-
tion, devoted to re-union sentiment and
accomplishment.

Coupled with the offer is the request
that members of the organization, espe-
cially of the Press Committee, should
furnish ‘‘copy” for the paper.

All of us are very busy, but it would
be the first time Greensboro citizens
failed in appreciation of the unselfish gen-
erosity of others, or seeing a fine oppor-
tunity for something dear to their hearts
and pride, if we shrank from the respon-
sible task.

We, therefore, accept your kind offer,
and will do the best we can.

Very truly,
ANDREW JOYNER,

Chairman Press Committee.

The following letter was received yes-

terday :

Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 26, 1903.
Editor News and Observer.

Dear Sir: I send you today the last of
the material for your special edition re-
lating to the Reunion. I cannot refrain
from thanking personally and publicly,
the gentlemen who have alone made the
edition possible. Chief among them be-
ing Dr. Charles D. Mclver and Mr. Al
Fairbrother.

Others who have contributed, • are:
Messrs. Haywood, of the Greensboro
Morning Telegram: Blair, of the Chris-
tian Advocate; McCulloch, of Our Church
Record; Kuykendall, of the Industrial
Guide; Bradshaw, of the Board of Man-
agers; Douglas, Corresponding Secretary:

l Frazier, of the Randolph organization,
Morehead, of the Guilford Battle Ground
Company; P. D. Gold, Jr., Waddell, of
the Information Committee, all of Greens-
boro, and Messrs. J. Wilber Jenkins,

of the Baltimore Sun; Clarence Poe. of

the Progressive Farmer; J. Y. Joyner,
State Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, and others have furnished ap-
propriate expressions of interest, in and
approval of the reunion.

All these contributions will prove of

permanent value, and in thanking the
writers for their assistance, I but feel
that the whole State will join with me in
congratulations of their having wrought
so well. Very truly,

ANDREW JOYNER.
Chairman Press Committee.

The excellence of the Reunion Edition is

chiefly due to Mr. Andrew Joyner, one of

the best equipped and most patriotic of
North Carolina's trained journalists, and

we desire thus publicly to express the
sense of obligation to him, which the
State, the city of Greensboro and the
News and Observer owe him.

A “Rhamkatter” who is living in Mon-

tana writes that he will come to the Re-

union at Greensboro and bring all his

nineteen children (no race suicide among

North Carolinians anywhere) if he can be

assured he can get some good scupper-

nongs, ’possum and taters. We have writ-
ten hi mto charter a car and come on. —

Khamkatte Roaster.

No matter how far he may have gone
there, are still times when the Native
wonders how things are in his State. And

tlie reunion to be held at Greensboro will
give him a chance to come see for him-
self.

AN HUNRDED THOUSAND NORTH
CAROLINIANB

The North Carolina Reunion at Greens-

boro on the 12th and 13th of October
will be notable, not only because thous-

ands of North Carolinians living in oth-
er States will return to attend the re-

union, but because thousands of people
living in this State will go to Greens-
boro on that occasion. Letters already

received indicate that very many North
Carolinians residing elsewhere will come.
Let an hundred thousand home folks be

there to greet them and welcome them
back to the old home. If only a few
hundred should come from ou*i>ide the
State, the coming together of our own
people with the purpose of inaugurating
a movement for keeping in touch with
whatever forces we send into the national
life ot this country, and with the pur-
pose of building up a greater North
Carolina at home, would fully justny the
efforts made by Greensboro and the peo-

ple of the State.

General Ransom Master of Ceremonies

The Board of Managers of the reunion
count themselves fortunate in that Hon.

1 M. W. Ransom lias accepted the invita-
tion to preside over the sessions of the

¦on. ¦. W. KAH.OI,
Who Will Preside Over The Re-

union Sessions.

reunion. Distinguished by long service to

his State and country as soldier, states-

man and diplomat, it is generally regarded
as peculiarly appropriate that the dignity
and grace of the great occasion should
receive the additional attraction of his
knightly presence-

TO HER SONS WHO HAVE
WANDERED FAR.

To her sons who have wandered afar,
Who have gone from the town or the

farm
To run with the swift, to fight with the

strong.
To win life’s battle, however long.

With tireless brain and arm.
The Old North State sends greetings;

And bids them now come home.

‘‘Come back,” she says, ‘'to your mother.
Come back while yet ye may.

Come back to the land that gave ye birth,
And tread the dearest spot on earth,

In the old familiar way:
Come, clasp the hands of your boyhood

friends, ,
Tho’ it be for only a day.”

I “Come, see what my sons have wrought,
My sons whom ye left behind;

For the strong red blood that sent ye
forth.

Into the West or South or North,
In the veins of these ye’ll find—

The self-same blood that in life or death
Ye all together bind.”
*-" i

“Then come to me every one,
Gather from near and far,

For tho’ ye’re scattered from sea to sea,
I Your mother’s love willever be

As true as the polar star;
And I thank the God who made all men

For the manner of men ye are.”

ROBERT DICK DOUGLAS,
Corresponding Secretary.

-

• 4* 4*
* SPECIAL NOTICE. 4*
i* **>

4* Residents and non-residents, who 4*
4* contemplate a visit to Greensboro for 4"

i **+ the re-union occasion, will confer a 4*
4* favor by indicating such purpose, by 4*

i 4* letter or postal, to R. D. Douglas, 4*
** Corresponding Secretary, Greensboro/ 4*
* N. C. 4*
4»
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