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BY THE FIRESIDE, by Charles Wag-

ner, author of tlu* “Simple Fife,”
etc. Translated from the French by
Mary Luisc Hentlee. 161110., 300
pities. Price sl. Publishers: Mc-
Clure. Philips & Co., New York.
The two best books that have ap-

peared in a decade are "The Other
Wise Man,” by Van Dyke, and “The
Simple Fife” by Wagner. The man
who would wish the whole duty of life
set forth in away to inspire his best
efforts to higher living will need no
other man-written books unless he
should add “The Greatest Thing in the
World.” This trinity of little books
is an epitome of how to live, and each
is a classic.

Every one who has been blessed by
“The Simple Life" will welcome Wag-
ner’s “By The Fireside.” It is not a
masterpiece like “The Simple Life.”
It lacks in dynamic force. “Its truths
seem to stray about in a sort of amia-
ble vagueness, instead of being deliv-
ered from the shoulder with the im-
pact that te<ils,” but it is a book that
will charm all who love to “make a
happy fireside chime” for their united
life. The Home is Wagner’s heaven
on earth and he would majte it so re-
garded by all who have the true con-
ception of life. He clings to the old-
time ways of living and cooking, de-
plores even the delicatessen shop,
glorying in the charm of "Missis Gum-

midge. she biled ’em.” He believes

in the home things and in the home

as the centre of all that is good, and
he points you to the paths of happi-

ness and peace that one likes to enter.

In an age of hotel and boarding
house life, where the peculiar charm

of the home is fading out of sight in
large cities, this book comes to recall

the importance of the home, not only
to individual happiness but to the na-
tional life. Out of homes—real old-
fashioned homes—come the robust
type of American manhood. Will the
new sort of apartment house, hotel

and boarding house life make such
independent citizenship? In our po-

litical life, do we not already see that
it breeds indifference to public evils
and makes for political bosses and in
religous life, to materialism in reli-
gion ?

Wagner’s book brings back the
home—the home training, the family

mutual helpfulness, and the holier
sweeter life of the home. It is a book
that makes you long for the elemental
things of life—the only things that
abide.

THE VILLA CLAUDIA. By J. A.
Mitchell, author of Amos Judd, The
Fines of Lory, Gloria Yictis, The
Last American, That First Affair,

etc. Illustrations by the author, by
A. D.Blashfieid and from early en-
gravings: pp. 300. Bound in fawn
cloth and gold, $1.50.

The mystery which is the founda-
tion of Mr. Mitchell’s new romance is
hinted at early in its pages, and at
once arouses the reader's interest.
Notwithstanding a generous use of the

author's well-known sense of fun and
his delicious way of dealing with the
sentimental relations between young
persons of opposite sexes, the myste-
ry is the dominant note. It would be
unfair to the reader to give any hint
of just what it is or to reveal its so-
lution; it is enough to say that Mr.
Mitchell has embodied in “The Villa
Claudia” a thoroughly new idea and
has handled it in away to hold the
reader's close attention to the very
end. The scene of the story is laid
at a villa in modern Tivoli, the town
in which in the time of Horace was
Tibur and was the favorite dwelling
place of the jolly Latin poet. His
Sabine farm was nearby, and in many
of his verses he celebrates this de-
lightful locality. The classic spirit is
preserved by frequent quotations from
and allusions to the poet, and still
more classic flavor is given to the book
by numerous engravings of scenes and
objects connected with Tibur. The
characters, however, are all modern
and mostly American.

All in all, “The Villa Claudia” is.a
delightful medley of antiquity and
modernity, sentiment and humor, with
a decided dash of good sense and phil-
osophy.

Book Notice.
EGGLESTON’S NEW CENTURY HIS-

TORY OF THE UNITED STATES.
By Edward Eggleston. .Half leath-
er, Bvo, 153 pages. . With maps and
illustrations. . Price. SI.OO. Ameri-
can Book Company, New York, Cin-
cinnati. and Chicago.

The preparation of this book was
the last literary work of its author.
He was convinced that there was a
peculiar need of such a history, and
h<* d-voted all his energies to sup-
plying it. His purpose was to tell the
story of our country so briefly that it
might be mastered within the usual
time allotted to the study, and yet to
preserve its interest unimpaired by
condensation. He has succeeded ad-
mirably, and the high literary quality
of the narraive is a noteworthy fea-
ture of the book. He has been espe-
cially successful in presenting those
facts of the home life of the people
and of their progress in civilization
which are more essential to their his-
tory than any mere record of wars
and political parties. One novel fea-
ture of the book is a collection of
brief biographies of about one hun-
dred of the most prominent men who
appear in the history. The illustra-
tions are numerous, and really helpful
ii-s well as attractive. The maps are
clear and overcrowded with names
and places. This is a well-balanced
and impartial history which should
have a wide use in upper grammar
grades.

Book Notice.
STEPS IN ENGLISH. By A. C. Mc-

Lean. A. M., Principal of Luckey
Schools, Pittsburg; Thomas U. Blais-
dell. A. M., Professor of English,
Fifth Avenue Normal High School,
Pittsburg, and John Morrow, Super-
intendent of Schools, Allegheny, Pa.
Book 1., cloth 1 2mo, 245 pages, with
illustrations. Price 40 cents. Book
11., cloth, 12mo, 352 pages, with il-
lustration?!. Price 00 cents. Amer-
ican Book Company, New York,
Cincinnati, and Chicago.

ECHOES FROM TIIE HOME OF
IIALLEUK,and other Poems, In S.
Ward Loper. Illustrated. l2mo.
Cloth ornamental. Price $1.50. Pub-
lisher: Richard G. Badger. Boston.
In this hook the author gives a real-

istic description of the environments
of Fitz Green Halleck in his native
homo at Guilford, Conn. In early lib-
Mr. Loper enjoyed a rare privilege in
his social intercourse with the famous
poet and in these poems he gives
charming references to the poet’s life.
He also makes prominent in these
sketches much that is of historical in-
terest in that pleasant colonial town

as none hut native-born and full cf
love for his boyhood home could do.

No one can read these poems with-
out becoming interested in the way
the story is told of the early settlers
of their labors and privations—the
story of Whitfield, the building of his
home in 1639, the house of stone —a
fortress then as well as home, and
now fitly preserved as a colonial mu-
seum. The village life of later years,
in varied phases, is also versified in
measures sometimes humorous, some-
times sad.

Carpenter’s Australia, Our Colonies,
and Other Islands of the Sea. A
Geographical Reader, by Frank G.
Carpenter. Cloth, 12rno, 388 pages.
With maps and illustrations. Price,
60 cents. American Book Compa-
ny. New York, Cincinnati, and Chi-
cago.

The Literary Workers.
It was interesting to note, in the

list of literary men and women who
have died since January 1, 1904, which
The Reader Magazine published last
month, the extraordinary average of
longevity. Mrs. Latimer had reached
the age of eighty-one. Citizen Train
had passed seventy-five years of vivid
life; Von Holst, the scholar, had gone
too soon at sixty-five; Hallowed, the
Quaker, was sixty-five; Deschanel, the
litterateur, was eighty-five; Mrs.
Ketcherry who, in her youth, wrote
the gallant and taunting lines of “The
Bonnie Blue Flag,” was in her eigh-
tieth year; the Rev. Dr. Cooper, the
philosopher, was seventy-three; Pro-
fessor Powell, the historian, had spent
seventy-seven studious years; Erastus
Wiman was seventy, and Sir Leslie
Stephen left the life in which he had
found so much of interest, taste and
fine pleasure, after seventy-one years
of discriminating enjoyment. A num-
ber of other writers departed tills
world of more or less futile activities,
at sixty and sixty-five. Only one of
the list, Prfessor Beecher of Yale,
had cried quits before reaching the
half-century mark.

This bears witness-to the fact that
the career of the literary worker is
not a hazardous one, at least, so far
as our sane, grave, temperate Ameri-
can writers are concerned. It seems
to be different with those who have a
flame within them. The last few years
have seen some gallant adventurers in
tlie world of thought go down—-
though with colors flying, be it said.
De Maupassant and Emma Lazarus,
Stephen Crane and Henley, Stevens
and Norris, Hovey, Fairless and Car-
ryl—above all. Stevenson. Why could
they not have been more tenacious of
the serviceable body through which
they made themselves coherent? If
they are speaking now it is not in our
tongue. We are too dull to hear.

The Poet and the City.

It is said that Mr. William Vaughn
Moody the poet, is going to New
York to live. One very much wonders
why, says the Reader Magazine for
May. Why should any poet seek a
great city? It is not in them that
works of literary art are produced. The
original, sincere utterance is born of
solitude and nourished in the silent
places. The quick flattery of the city,
the attrition of the human pebbles,
wearing each a small globular shape,
similar in all save size, the exposition-
al features of literary work in such
centers, combine to destroy the indi-
viduality and the delicacy of the wri-
ter. That which marked him distinct-
ive is eubbed off. That which was sin-
gular and extraordinary, arresting and
inspiring disappears, lie walks in the
throng, elbowed by the impertinent,
the complaisant, the patronizing and
the servile. He is unduly praised and i
injudiciously advertised. Writing,
which was once the spontaneous ex-
pression of something within himself,
becomes deliberate, has a conscious-
ness of its value, and partakes of the
sophistication of the town. it is true
that masses of clever, opportune, care-
fully-prepared and vastly entertaining
work come from the city printers. But
where, among it ail, is the thing that
shall live? Somewhere, in the lonely
and unrecognized places, the writers
who are to lift America from its plane
of mediocrity up to the white places
on the mountains, are being pre-
pared.

The Shipbuilding Trust Scandal.

In the May Pearson’s, Mr. Henry
George, Jr., tells of one of the most
remarkable “deals” in the history of
Modern “Finance”—that of the gi-
gantic Shipbuilding Trust, organized
and wrecked under the name of The
United States Shipbuilding Company.
The incentive for the incorporation
of this company in 1902 was the op-
portunity that tiie promoters thought |
they saw offered of a grab at the ¦
profits accruing from the increased j
prosperity that would come to ship-
building by the passage of the ship i
subsidy Dill that Senators Frye and
Hanna were engineering through Con-
gress at the time. The promoters
in this instance, hower, overreached
themselves. Through over-capitaliza-
tion and lack of harmony among those
occupying “the seats of the mighty,”
came the downfall of the scheme. A
receiver was appointed, reorganiza-
tion ordered, and the capitalization
reduced more than one-half. The
transaction is chiefly remarkable as an
instance where the public refused to
be duped, and the loss recoiled like
a boomerang upon the promoters.

North Carolina in Fiction.

Prof. C. Alphonso Smith, of the
University faculty, has made this pro-
position to President Melver:

“I wish to make the following offer
to the students of the State Normal
and Industrial College:

“I will pay one-fourth of the year's
expenses to that student in my class
who shall write the best essay on
North Carolina in Fiction, provided
there are as many as three contest-
ants. The essay will discuss (1) What
material North Carolina offers the his-
torical novelist, and <2) To what ex-
tent this material lias been utilized.

“Sincerely vmirs,

C. ALPHt >NS(),SMITH.”
The Normal Magazine makes this

comment:
“It is worth while for several rca-

sons Jor students to compete for this
prize. The research and study will
be* valuable, and whoever wins th<>
$25.00 will receive, also from the Schol-
arship Fund provided by the General
Education Board, $25.00. This will
be about half the annual expenses of
a free tuition student at the College.”

The May Smart Set.
The May number of The Smart Set

more than upholds that monthly's
reputation as “the magazine of clev-
erness.” Between its covers one finds
brilliancy, strength, sparkling wit, del-

icate fancy, originality—everything, in
fact, except dullness. The novelette,
“Veronica’s Lovers,’ by G. B. Burgin,
author of “The Shutters of Silence,"
is an English story of enthralling in-
terest. in which attention contres upon
half-a-dozen characters whose strik-
ing individualities are skilfully devel-
oped through the unfolding of a most
ingenious and novel plot.

The Climbers.
(By Mary Frances Wright.)

O ye, so far beyond me on the Height,
I cannot hear your voices as ye stand
Facing the Vast, invisible to me.
But 1 can see your gestures of delight,
Apd something guess of that wide glo-

rious sea,
The glimmering isles of that Enchant-

ed Land,
The winds of which from that ocean

freshly blow.
And so your Vision lifts me toward the

Height,
Although ye have forgot me far be-

low.

But you, my brother, you, my near of
kin,

Who some few steps above me on the
steep

Look smiling back to cheer me on,
Who lend a hand as I the chasm leap,
And stay your haste that I the crag

.
may win,

Thinking it scorn for Strength to climb
alone;

You, with your morning song when
sings the lark.

You, with your surer footing where I
fall,

You, with unflagging purpose at high
noon,

And quiet-hearted trust when comes
the dark, —

To you I owe it that I climb at all.
•—From The Outlook.

History of < iiinbcrlaud County.
Capt. E. It. McKethan is engaged

in writing a "History of Cumberland
County.” He has abundant material,
for no county in the State has more
romantic and honorable history in
peace and war, than Cumberland. The
early Scotch settlers gave sturdiness
and worth to its character. Its early
business men led the State in mer-
cantile success and progress. In war
no county has a more glorious record.
The spirit of its people in reconstruc-
tion was above all praise, and its re-
building after disaster is an inspiring
story.

In the last of the “Gateway Series,
edited by Henry Van Dyke, Prof. Ed-
ward Mims, of Trinity College, contri-
butes an introductory sketch of Car-
lyle’s life and work, prefacing Car-
lyle’s Essay on Burns. There are few
things in the English language so good
as Carlyle’s sketch of his poetic
countryman. Prof. Mims shows that
he is in the mood of the Craigenput-
toek philosopher and his introduction
is happily done. It shows literary
ability of a high order.

The May McClure’s contains no in-
stalment of Ida M. Tarbell’s “History
of the Standard Oil Company,” but
any apprehension that the magazine
may have been bought off from fur-
ther trust publicity is dissipated by
the announcement that in the June
number Miss Tarbell will continue the
remarkable series with an article on
*V Latter Day War for Independ-
ence, ’ describing the fight of the in-
dependent men against the Standard.

Mrs. Humphrey Ward's new story
is to lie called “The Marriage of Wil-
liam Ashe,” and is to be published
serially, the first installment to appear
in the June number of Harper’s Mag-

azine. The scene is laid, we are told,
in a time previous to thut of "Lady
Rose's Daughter.”

A GUARANTEED CERE FOR PILES
Itching, Blind. Bleeding or Protrud-
ing Piles. Your druggist will re-
fun money if PAZO OINTMENT
fails to cure you in 6 to 14 days. 50c.

DB.WORTHDfGTOUS
REGISTERED TRADE MARK.

eTHEERA IRAMP
AND

IiARRHOEAIURE
Used Over 50 Years.

Xono genuine unless having the
Signature.

- The best remedy for Cholera,
Cramps, Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Sum-
mer Complaint, Dyspepsia, and other
affections of the stomach and bowels.
Introduced in tho Army, 1862, by
Surgeon-General C. S. A. Recommended
by Gen" Warren, Purveyor-General; lion.
Kenneth Raynor, Solicitor IT.lT . S. Treas-
ury. U. S. Senators: Hons. Solon Bor-
land, of Arkansas; Thos. M. Bragg, M.
W. Ransom; Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of N. Hon. W. N. H.
Smith, and others.

Sold and guaranteed by Druggists and
Dealers everywhere, or sent on receipt of

Price, 25 Cents.
Manufactured by

Or. Worthington, So. Mfg. Co.,
WILSON, N. C., U. S. A.
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Womans No woman'* happU
ness con be com plot*
without children | it
i* her nature to lovs

Nightmare and want them
as mnch so a*
it is to love the
beautiful and

pur®. Tho critical ordeal through which tho expectant mother mu»t
pass, however, is so fraught with dread, pain, suffering and danger,
that the very thought of it fills her with apprehension and horror!
There is no necessity for the reproduction of life to be either painful
or dangerous. The use of Mother’s Friend so prepares the system for
the coming event that it is safely passed without any danger. This
great and wonderful
remedy is always
appliedextemally,and
has carried thousands

Mother's
Friend

of women through
the trying crisis without seffering.

8-*ad for fbook containing lnform»Uoo
•f nricelees Tftltio to all expectant mother*.
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dent and Health pre-
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V Spj|H of May we will give a

-km.
round-trip ticket to St.

Louis and return. For
Blanks and particulars,
w rite to |

R. B. IIALL& CO.,

Managers, Raleigh, N. The Preferred Accident
ins. Co. of N. Y. The Prompt Paying Co.
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THE KEELEY INSTITUTE, GREENSBORO, N. C.
r j I CUT THiS OUT TODAY-MAILIT TO

„

*

Box 166, Greensboro, N. C.
Our

Please scud me your Illustrated Hand Book (No. 2’J).

Illustrated!
I Name

Hand Book A(Wrcss v

Now on Sale.
/

Yol. 133 Reports. Price. $1.50; by mail. SI.BO.
Yols. 11. Ifi. 21, 51, 75, 77. 81, witii annotations by Judge Clark,
recently reprinted, price, $1.50.
Womack’s Digest, $15.00. Womack's new Index to Yols. 1 and 2,
$3.75.
Clark’s Code Civil Procedure, $5.00.
Jerome’s Criminal Digest, $5.00.
Court Calendar. 1903 to 1905, 50 cents.
Ail kinds olliee supplies. Orders given our personal attention.

Alfred Williams & Comp’ny

S XT) • /XXv-..v? cJj
(INCORPORATED.)

CAPITAL STOCK .$30,000.00
‘‘SCHOOLS W ITH \ REPUTATION.’’ Special summer course in book-

keeping, shorthand, touch typewriting and English.. Expert ter.chers in
every depart incut.

Virile for our new college journals and offers. Address,
... KING'S BUSINESS COLLEGE.. .

Raleigh, N. C., or Charlotte, X. C.

Tlie Security Life and Annuity Company
LEGAL RESERVE

GUARANTY CAPITAL, Home Olliee,

$100,000.00. GREENSBORO, N. C.

OUR ADVANTAGE
I nder the law a company that calculates to make J per cent o?i its reset\t

lias to <‘llargo more for insurance Ilian a company lhaJ ralm.alcs to »naK< »
per •e;it. Our ability to make i per cent on our reserve, and the smal |
amount added for expenses enable ns to sell the same policy tor a good deal

less than companies that calculate to make only 3 percent and e.iargc more
for expenses. We give our policy-! the benefit of these advantages^
J. YAN LINDLI Y, R. E. FORSTER. GEO. A. GRIAISIEA,

President. Actuary. feeeretuij.

DIRECTORS:
J. Ysiii l indley. \Y. S. Thompson, P. IL Hanes, Lee H. Battle, \\ A. Blah,

John W. Frit's, I '- Colwell, Jr.; J. V\ * Scott.

King & Kimball, Counsel.

Fpure

I GOOD health!

I PURE BLOOD |

Ik MRS JOE PERSONS J|
Ilk remedy Jgf

If in Want of Good

Fertilizers
FOR

Tobacco
and

Cotton
WRITE TO

• s.w.
Travers
&Co.

(Branch V.-C. C. Co.)

BRANDS:

Capital Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Spc« iul Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Fertilizer.
Beef Blood and Bone Fertilizer.
Capital Bone —Potash Compound.
Travers’ Dissolved Bone Phosphate.

250,000
Acres of Land for

Sale
FERTILE AND WELL TIMBERED

89,000 acres lying in Jones eounfy.
100,000 acres lying in Onslow coun-

ty.
90,000 acres situated on the Wil-

mington and New Bern Railroad.
\\ ill sell in small or large tracts to

suit purchasers.
Mill men and capitalists arc asked

to investigate.
Title good. Call oil <»r address,
STEPHEN W. ISLEU, Trustee.

Kinston, X. C.

HEUM AT ISIVS
CURED IN EVERY CASE.

Muscular, Gouty, Sciatic, Inflammatory.

Prescription 100.384
A Harmless Treatment based on Science
nnd Sense. Cures “Incurables.” ‘‘God's Medicine.”
At dnifftridt, 75c. Bottle. Booklet mailed free.

Yt’M.H. Mt'l.M.Klt,WfIVEnsITY I'LACE, NEW YORK.

None Better

INorthState
f

Oak City' Flours

.Made in Raleigh. I
Patronize Home
Enterprise. Buy j
from Grocers who
have North State M
and Oak City ...

9

|
| Raleigh Milling ]
|M>Company o° I
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