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GENERAL FORREST, THE
DASHING CAVALRY KING

A Biography so Full of Splendor of Daring Achieve-
ment it is Like a Page From

Arabian Nights.
I have read but recently the most

romantic biography my eyes have ever

fallen upon. I lack a few pages of

finishing it. It is the “.Life of Gener-
al Nathan Bedford Forrest,” by John

Allan Wyeth, M. D. It is well illus-
trated, and is published by Harper &

Brothers, the old book publishing
house in New York city. It has been
out about five years. It is a large oc-
tavo, and costs $4. The biography is
well done in the main. The style is
clear and animated. Its chief fault
is excessive elaboration in places. It
would be excellent material for a mas-
ter in biography—a Macaulay or a
Lockhart or a Henderson, if the
merits of the latter are not misrepre-
sented to me as they appear in his
very remarkable Life of General
Thomas J. Jackson. The Wyeth life
reads like a series of chapters from
the “Arabian Nights.” so full of sur-
prises, romantic situations and mar-
vellous denouements. I believe my-
self that he was the greatest com-
mander of cavalry who ever lived—

greater than Murat or any command-
er of cavalry under the great Na-
poleon. The only possible rival sug-
gested is the "Englishman in India,
Lord Clive. If you would see what a
prodigy he was read the admirable
sketch of him by Lord Macaulay.

Bedford Forrest was born in a log-
cabin in Tennessee. He was of North

Carolina stock. His grandfather. Na-
than Forrest, emigrated from North

Carolina to Middle Tennessee in 1806.
William Forrest, his father, was born
in North Carolina in 1798. Bedford
had but little chance for an education.
At the age of twenty he volunteered in
the army for the Independence of
Texas. When twenty-five he married
Mary Montgomery. He prospered in
business, moved to Memphis and be-

came a broker in real estate and ne-
groes. and also became a planter on
a very large scale. He quit the slave
trade, and went to ginning cotton in an
extensive way. When the war between
the South and North began he enlist-
ed as a private on June 14. 1861. He
soon attracted the attention of peo-
ple and displayed great energy and
tact. He organized a battalion and
his lirst tight was at Sacramento, Ken-
tucky, December 28th, 1861. He thert
began his famous manoeuvre that
gave him such great and repeated
victories—to attack by the rear, flank
and front. He displayed his marvel-
lous powers as a personal fighter, and
three Federals fell before him. His
lirst fight was vigorous and a bloody
pursuit followed. I cannot follow him
in his long and splendid career. He
was in scores of fights and the record
is one of dash. endurance and
splendor. The capture of Fort Donel-
son ought to have never occurred. It
was the fault of Generals Floyd and
Buckner, two incompetents. The lat-
ter is the fellow who figured as a
candidate for Vice-President in order

.to defeat Hon. W. J. Bryan, the Demo-
cratic nominee for President. He was
as big a failure in politics as he had
shown himself to be in war. Lieut.-
Colonel Forrest would not agree to
the surrender, and came out success-
fully with his command. General
Pillow with a brigade also got away
successfully. Forrest was at the bat-
tle of Shiloh when General Albert
Sidney Johnston was killed. Forrest
now Colonel, did splendid duty as
usual. His ffcouts first discovered the
arrival of General Buell. Alone af-
ter dark he penetrated the enemy's

line and returned to report the land-
ing of reinforcements. In the second
day's battle his cavalry covered the
retreat of Beauregard. At Monterey
he made a desperate charge and re-
pulsed Sherman’s advance. Forrest
was badly wounded, and he had to
obtain a leave of absence. He return-
ed to duty too soon, and it caused his
wound to reopen, and it necessitated
an operation for the removal of the
ball. The capture of Murfreesbo-
rough on July 13, 1 862. is considered
by General Lord Wolseley, of the Brit-
ish army, as one of the most remark-
able achievements of Forrest’s extra-
ordinary career. The whole account

is full of interest, and it shows For-
rest as one of the world's wonders in
genius and dash. You must read the
book for the engagements are cease-
less, the adventures thrilling, and of-
ten the results are amazing. His ••aid

into West Tennessee in December.
1 562, is full of adventure, and of
course fighting was constant and
captures were abundant. A second
attack in "<>'¦«. '.'.tied. It
was under General Jo. Wheeler. For-
rest's men suffered a terrific slaughter

Two houses were killed un ior bun,

and the second one fell upon him and
severely injured him.

The very celebrated pursuit and
capture of Col. Streights’ raiders is
certainly one of the most astonishing
events in the history of wars. He
pursued for three days and nights

-tiie enemies, aud finally captured
them at Rome, Georgia, the Federals
being more than double the force of
Forrest at the surrender. Congress
gave Forrest and his men a vote of
thanks. Forrest was then Brigadier-

General. I skip many fights and come
to the Battle of Chickamauga. Gen.
era l Forrest opened the battle on Fri-
day, September 18, 1863. He again
engaged the enemy on the next
morning. It was hot work.
Throughout the day, on Sun-
day. Forrest’s cavalry fought in line
of battle with the infantry. General
D. H. Hill complimented Forrest’s
men. He headed General Granger
off. and held the reserve corps of the
Army of Tennessee in check over an
hour with his comparatively small
force. He fired the last gun of the
long battle as he fired the first gun
at the beginning. General Bragg, the
biggest failure by heavy odds in the
Confederate armies, disliked Forrest,
and after the battle be relieved him
of bis command. Forrest told him to
his face what a scoundrel and coward
he /was. President Davis assigned
him an independent command in the
West.

Many engagements occurred until
Forrest stormed Fort Pillow, a mos*
daring, remarkable event one of
great/brilliancy and success. One oi
the most daring and splendid of ha-
very many splendid fights *vas Un-
Battle of Brice's Cross Roads. The

Federal army under General S. D
Sturgis met with an overwhelming de-
feat. after several hours of desoeratf
lighting. His command was driven
from the field, and Forrest pursued

the fleeing Federals for some fifty
miles from the battlefield. During

the four years’ war nothing more
brilliant marked the deeds of the
Confederates. The Federals had 8,-

000 soldiers and 22 pieces of artillery.

The Confederate had 3,300 soldiers
and 12 pieces of artillery. General

Sturgis lost 2,612 killed, wounded and

missing. General Forrest captured

250 wagons and ambulances, 18 pieces

of artillery, 5,000 stands of small arms,
500,000 rounds of small-arm ammuni-
tion, and all the enemy’s baggage and
supplies. Forrest was then a Ma jor
General. In what is known as the
Tupelo Expedition in July, 1864, there
was much hard fighting, and the Con-
federates lost immensely in killed and
wounded. The Federals were in
strong force, and greatly outnumber-
ed the Confederates. Forrest was
finally wounded, and it was the worst
of the many wounds he re-
ceived. He had to ride in
a buggy for some time before
he was able to take to the saddle
again. There was much fighting din-
ing General A. J. Smith’s second in-
vasion of Mississippi. The enemy was
in great force, and the purpose of
Smith was to overwhelm and capture
or kill Forrest. The conclusion of
the campaign was that General Wash-
burn scores General Smith for per-
mitting Forrest to escape. As a re-
sult of Forrest’s attack on Memphis,

Smith is ordered to retreat, and he

ibandons Mississippi to the Confed-
erates. general Forrest surprised
the enemy at Athens, and by bluff
and strategy captured it. Other
movements, assaults, surprises, cap-
tures followed for Forrest was always
active, aggressive/ watchful. General
Forrest rendered magnificent service
at the disastrous battle of Franklin.
General Hood displayed poor gener-
alship. The battle was desperately
fought and the Confederates lost tre-
mendously. The loss of Confederate
Generals was heavy in killed and

wounded. Among the killed was Ma-
jor-General P. R. Cleburne, an of-
ficer of superior skill and great valor.
The Federals marched northward,
with Forrest, with his cavalry, pur-
suing the enemy vigorously. Such are
the "Official Records.” I must here
close the references to particular
fights. Forrest was invariably in the
thick of them all, and always where
men bleed and die. The courage of
Forrest was as great no doubt as was
ever bestowed upon any man. He
had twenty-nine horses shot under
him during the war. He overthrew
and killed thirty of the enemy during
the four years. It is noticeable that
Forrest spoke well in spite of a mark-
ed deficiency in his early schooling.
It is stated on the best of authority
that he dictated the many striking
addresses he made to his soldiers, as
well as the letter he sent to President
Davis. Several plots or attempts
were made upon his life. His farewell
address to his soldiers was his own
inspiration. .His health broke down
about 1876-'77. He died in his home
in Memphis on 29th October. 1877/
it the age of fifty-six. He knew of
his decay and changed his whole man-
ner of life, accepted Jesus Christ as
his Redeemer, united with the Cum-
berland Presbyterian church, and
died in great peace. The eminent
Lord Wolseiy, Commander-in-Chief of
the British army, thus wrote of him:
"Forrest had fought like a knight-
errant for the cause he believed to
be that of justice and right. No man
who drew the sword for his country
in that fratricidal struggle deserves
lietter of her: and as long as the chiv-
alrous deeds of her sons find poets to
describe them and fair women tq sing
of them, the fame of this gallant gen-
eral will be remembered wilh affec-
tion and sincere admiration. A man
with such a record needs no ancestry.”

General Bradley T. Johnson, of
Maryland, in his very interesting
book on General Joseph E. Johnston,
states that talking with the General
one day he said: “Bradley whom do
you think 1 believe to be the greatest
military genius ever born on the
American continent?” The reply was
I cannot say. Then the great Gen-
eral said: “Why, Bedford Forrest.”
If he had been recognized L>y end of
186 2, for the tremendous genius he
was and had been put in com-
mand in tlie States south of South
Carolina, there would have been no
Chickamaugas and Nashvilles and
Murfreesborouglis and Franklins, and
Sherman would have never made his
vandalic. destructive march through
Georgia, destroying for forty mile; -
wide, as he telegraphed Grant, and
he would never have burned Atlanta
and Columbia, and laid waste in
North Carolina.

Dr. Wythe writes of him: “He was.
great not only in strategy arid tactics,
and in dealing with matters connect
ed with his military career, but he
possessed a remarkable genius for
mathematics, a subject in which he
had absolutely no training. He could
with surprising facility solve the most
diffficult problems in algebra and
trigonometry.” Rev. Dr. Kelley, who
was a brave, distinguished Colonel un-
der Forrest, says: “Forrest was a
fine conversationalist: his voice was
soft and pleasant, his eyes twinkled as
he spoke, giving an attractive expres-
sion to his face."

The testimony of many soldiers and

others is that he was fully six feet
tall, of commanding appearance, with
piercing blue eyes, fine cut features,
massive head, and great physical pow-
er. Major -Miderson says that “few
men were neater in personal appear-
ance or in his surroundings than Gen-

eral Forrest.” With the exception of

cursing when angry he was strictly

moral. Major Powhatan Ellis says:
“General Forrest was an exceedingly

handsome and striking man, grave and
dignified in manner unless in anger,
then he was terrible to behold. He
loved his wife deeply, and she had a
tine, wholesome influence over him.”
He never used vulgar or obscene
words, and did not allow them in his
presence. He was reverent, and with
religious leanings long before his final
surrender ami acceptance of the Di-
vine Son as his personal Redeemer.
He had great respect for Christian
service.

General 1). H. Maury said that he
“was born a soldier as men are born
ooels." General W. T. Sherman un-
derstood Forrest's greatness, and in

lie declared—“Keep Forrest
away from me. and I will attend to
Johnston and cut the ConfedeVacv in
two.”

General Frank C. Armstrong wa?
after the war in conversation with
Sherman, who said: “After all, 1
think horrest was the most remark-
able man our <’ivil War produced on
either side. To my mind he was the
most remarkable in many ways.* * * 11° had never read a military

book in his life, knew nothing about
tactics, * * * but he had a genius
for strategy which was original, and
to me incomprehensible. * * * 1 could
never calculate with any degree of

certainty what Forrest was up to. He
seemed always to know what I was
doing, or intended to do, while I am
free to confee I could never tell or
form any satisfactory idea of what he
was trying to accomplish.” Dr.
George B. Johnston, nephew of Gen-
eral Joseph E. Johnston, states that
a few months before his uncle’s death
he asked him “who he considered the
greatest soldier of our own war. With-
out a moment’s hesitation his uncle re-
plied, Forrest.” General Dabney

H. Maury in his book, “Recollections
of a Virginian,” tells of a talk with
the great old General in which lie
spoke “with much animation of the
great soldiers of the world and their
campaigns.” He discussed the cam-

paigns of “Lee, Jackson, Forrest, and
others, and according to Lee and Jack-
son the full measure of their fame, he
pronounced General Forrest the great-

est soldier the Civil War produced.”
General Beauregard said to General
Maury, that “Forrest's capacity for
war seemed only to be united by the
opportunity for its display.” General
Dick Taylor, son of General and Presi-
dent Zachary Taylor, in a capital,
strong book published many years
ago, entitled, “Destruction and Recon-
struction,” writes of Forrest:" I doubt
if any commander since the days of

the lion-hearted Richard (of Eng-

land) killed as many enemies with his
own hand as Forrest.” Dr. Wyeth
says that “his system of fighting was
distinctly aggressive, and when pos-
sible he always took the offensive.”
His famous flank and rear movement
always surprised and demoralized the
enemy. He was nearly always at the
front. He exercised the most watch-
ful care over his troops. He was very
particular in selecting his officers. He
relied much on artillery and used it
freely in almost every tight and with
important results. “Colonel Kelley
(Rev. Dr. K. of the Methodist church),
a very gallant officer, says: “His de-
votion to his wife was deep and sin-
cere. She was a quiet, refined Chris-
tian woman, and could control him
with a word when his temper was at
the highest. He had absolute confi-
dence in the piety of his mother and
wife, and was himself a thorough be-
liever in Christianity, and was as ful-
ly pursuaded of the efficacy of prayer
in times of danger or in battle as Na-
poleon was a believer in fute.” He
had services regularly in his camp.

Dr. Wyeth has bestowed vast labor
on his work. It shows vast research,
and he tells the career of his great
subject with much interest and en-
tire lucidity. It is a very full picture
of one of the most remarkable men of
any age or country who ever figured
upon the tragic arena of war. 1 had
the pleasure of an acquaintance with
General Forrest in 1868. He was a
fine looking, commanding figure, with
gentle, agreeable manners, conversing

easily and showing no want of culture
or good breeding. He dressed in ex-
cellent taste, and was a much hand-
somer man than his pictures represent
him as being. Let me tell of two cir-

cumstances that occurred. The
Gayosa bank in Memphis failed, and
at about 12 o’clock it was made known
on Court Square. A friend of General
Forrest went at once to his office on
Madison street, and told hinf of the
failure. There the General showed
his tactical skill and readiness. Putting

two pistols in his pockets,, he went at
once to the bank, not over three
squares away. When lie arrived at
the bank entrance, some official was
shutting the heavy door. Forrest
threw his stalwart form against it and
pushed in. and walking behind the
counter told the cashier to give him
at once his $5,000 in the vaults. The
cashier seemed to hesitate, when For-

rest drew his pistol and said in his
commanding way: “If you do not re-
store it to me you are a dead man.”
He got the money, and was the only

one of all the depositors who did get
his money. Another circumstance oc-

curred after I had been living in
Memphis more than four months.
Governor Brownlow had caused great
trouble in Tennessee by his high-hand-
ed oppressions and usurpations. He
had an East Tennessee Legislature that
met at Knoxville, where he resided. It
passed what was known as the “Ten
Regiment Act.” This was a move-
ment to raise ten regiments of sol-
diers and billet them on the peo-
ple. The passage of the hill caused
tremendous indignation, and tin* talk
was to resist the outrage at once if
attempted. Two or three weeks be-
fore the Presidential election, in 18,68,
Grant being the Republican candidate,
although he had been all his life a
Democrat, a newspaper correspondent
of tiie Cincinnati “.inquirer” (an old
Democratic organ) appeared in Mem-
phis. lie called upon General Forrest
at his office. Introducing himself he
said he had come for the puriio.se of
interviewing him. “What do you wish
to know?” queried the General. “I

wish to know,” said the newspaper
man, what you think of Brown low's
‘Ten Regiment Bill?’” The reply
came quickly: “Since the war closed j
have done all that I possibly could to
heal tiie sores and to reunite

%
the

country, but if Brownlow undertakes
to carry out his infamous project. I’ll
be d—d if I do not take the saddle
again, and in forty-eight hours 1 will
be at Lite head of 60,000 as good
troops as 1 ever commanded in bat-
tle.” Later when Forrest was asked
as to the correctness of the report in
the “Enquirer,” his reply was, that
“it was very nearly accurate, a little
dressing up being visible in places.”
I only refer to one feature of the re-
port. but there were other things in
the "Enquirer’s” letter. The signifi-
cance of the prompt declaration of
purpose on the part of the great sol-
dier lay in the revelation made, that
he was the head of the tremendous
Ku Klux organization then in Tennes-
see. They were all well drilled. I
could write pages about the organi-
zation that ramified the State. I was
in a dozen or more comities and you
could hear of tiie Ku Klux constantly.
In Lincoln county there were 1,200
all drilled. There was no disorder in
their operations in the State, but the
most perfect system and order pre-
vailed everywhere. A body of 300
men came to Memphis at about 11
o’clock on Saturday night. They
came down Poplar street to Front,
then left the city in nearly the oppo-
site direction. The horses wore clad
in black, the men all wore visors, had
white robes that came down to about
half way the calf of the leg, each car-
ried a keen lance with a short stream-
er attached, and had a Spencer re-
volving rifle strapped across the
shoulders. They moved in single file
until they had entered for a little
distance in Front street, when the
commander tinkled a little bell, and
Die men moved up into fours. When
the soldiers were passing the city
limits, a treat crowd of policemen
were following on tiie side walks. The
commander left the front, and riding
up to the dividing street, the terminus
of the city limits and jurisdiction of
the police, he said in a deep, com-
manding voice: “You guardians of
the city have done well in coining to
this point. It will not be well with

you if you follow furj lM‘r ‘
,
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BOILS
PYRAMIDS OF PAIN

Most Plentiful and Troublesome
During Spring* and Summer.

It takes warm weather to bring out the hidden impurities,
humors and poisons in the system and stir up the sluggish
blood, and this is why boils arc so common in Spring and
Summer. They sometimes come singly, but oftener in
pairs and triplets, aud even in bunches and clusters, and
generally upon the tendercst part of the body. They are
the most painful of all skin eruptions, aud the blood is in
a turmoil, and the system in a feverish commotion from
the time these volcanoes of misery begin to form until they

ourst and the matter is all discharged. But lucky is the unfortunate sufferer who gets off with
only one boil, for even if another does, not follow immediately, the poison that is left in the
blood is bound to collect somewhere else and break through the skin, and these pyramids of
pain may be coming and going all through the Spring and Summer. *

Some people have an idea that boils are good for the health, that they are evidences that
the blood is too rich, but nobody's blood ever gets too rich; neither are boils conducive to

health. Impoverished or polluted blood, or a riotous, feverish condition of this vital fluid
causes boils, carbuncles, and other dangerous skin eruptions.

Long-continued sickness leaves the blood too weak
and sluggish to throw off the bodily impurities aud re-
lieve the svsteni of the waste and refuse, which then
concentrates at some spot and a carbuncle or boil is
the result. To one already enfeebled by disease boils
,seem to come with more frequency, causing the intens-
cst pain and greatest danger to the already weak and
debilitated sufferer.

All skin eruptions, from the sometimes fatal car-
buncle to the spiteful little cat-boil, are caused by bad
blood, and the only way to avoid or get permanently

BOILS FOR OVER 15 YEARS.
Gentlemen For over fifteen years Ihave 3utter •

cd moro or less from Impure Blood. About a year
ago I had. a boil appear on my leer below the knoe,
which was followed by three more on my neck.
Isaw S. S. S. advertised and decided to try it. After
taking- three bottles all Boile disappeared, and I
have not been troubled any 3ince. I fool deeply
indebted to S. S. S. for the excellent health Iam
enjoying, as I have not felt so well in twenty
years. You have certainly placed me under many
obligations, and I must say that I will always

havo great faith in S. S. S.
GEO. G. FEF.TIG,

114 W. Jefferson St., Louisville, Ky.

rid of them is/o purify and build up the deteriorated, polluted blood, and counteract the
humors and poisons, and nothing will do this so quickly, and thoroughly as S. S. S., which
is the acknowledged king of blood purifiers and greatest of all tonics.

Where the blood has become impoverished and is poor and thin no medicine acts so prompt-
ly in building it lip and restoring its richness, purity and strength. The time to cure aboil is
before it develops, when it is in a state of incubation or formation in the blood, for boils are,
after all, only the impurities and poisons bubbling up through the skin, and this willcontinue
in spite of poulticing and lancing till the blood gets rid of its accumulated poison. The way
to stop boils is to attack them in the blood, and this is what S. S. S. does. All danger of boilssss is past when the blood has been thoroughly purified and

the system cleansed of all morbid, impure matter. If you
are subject to boils, then the same causes that produced
them last season will do so this, and the sooner yon begin
to put your blood and system in good order the better the
chance of going through the spring and summer season
without boils or other painful and irritating skin eruptions.

S. S. S. is guaranteed purely vegetable, and can be taken with perfect safety by old and
young, and without harm to the most delicate constitution. It is mild and pleasant in its
action,and unequalled as a cure for boils and kindred eruptions.

Write us if you would like advice from our physicians or desire any special information;
this will cost you nothing. YHE SWIFT SPECIFIC COMPANY, ATLANTA, GA,
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Harris Lithia Water
I••• - ;

has no peer
among the Mineral Waters of the World

Read the following unsolicited words of praise from Promi-
nent people cf this locality. We have hundreds of equally
strong testimonials from equally prominent people in every
section of the United States, Write us for booklet, price list
and name of your nearest dealer.

Raleigh, N. C. ! Raleigh, N. C.
The Harris Lithia Springs Co., Harris • The Harris Lithia Springs Co., Harris

Springs, S. , Springs, S. €.:

Gentlemen It gives me pleasure to say Gentle-men —I have used Harris L'thla
that 1 have used Harris Lithia. Water at Water exclusively for more than three
various tunes during the last lour years ,

,
. ,

,

and have, found it a pure and wholesome | years, always dunking as much ns five

water, and consider it one of the veiy glasses daily.

best Lithia Watery on the market. 1 cannot estimate the extent of bene-

KevcTihal Mnf JSWZHSS 111 } '*• *. -

and attribute the comparatively mild if i*s invaluable.
case f had as much to the use of this It gives me great pleasure to recom-
water as anything else. 1 can heartily mend it.
recommend this water, and remain, yours Yours truly,
truly, MRS. ANNIE S. SKINNER.

WILLIAM 11. WILLIAMSON.
Charlotte-, N. C.

Tryon, N. C. The Harris Lithia Springs Co., Harris
The Harris Lithia Springs Co., Hauls Springs, S. C.: J

Springs. S. C.: Gentlemen—l have been using Harris
Gentlemen— I have used Harris Lithia Lithia Water in my family and for iny

Water for several years, and it lias own personal use for something over a
ways given me good results in troubles of year, and I consider it one of the best

the dyer and kidneys—especially good in lithia waters I know of. t think it is a
those conditions resulting from a gouty good preventative for rheumatism, and I
diathesis and acid secretions. Respectfully believe I have been greatly benefited by

EARLE GRADY", M. D., its use. I am, yours very truly.
Superintendent of Health, I’olk Co., N. C. I A. H. WASHBURN.

Harris Lithia Springs Co.,
Sole Owners and Managers, Harris Springs, S. C.

Harris Lithia Springs Hotel is an ideal Summer Resort. Most famous Lithia Water free to

guests. For rates, etc., write to C. E. HOOPER. Lessee. Harris Springs, S. C.

S HEALTH and vitality
. IRiesirfimhsj £y si motts

mtrr.ET Ft na PILLSp. The great remedy for nervous prostration and all diseases of the generative
& organs of cither aex, such as Nervous Prostration. Failing or Lost Manhood,
k lmpotcncy, Night ly Emissions. Youthful Errors, Mental Worry, excessive use

of Tobacco or Opium, which lead to Consumption and Insanity. With every
ARTCD MCJMC order we guarantee to cure or refund the money. Sold at SI.OO per box.Hi 5Cm JOlliUf c boxes for $5.00, i'll.PIOTT’S CHEMICAL CO., Cleveland, Ohio.

FOR SALE BY BOBBITT WYNNE DRUG CO.
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