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MORNING TONIC.

(Hamilton Wright Maho.)
Out fathers and mothers have light-

ed the lamps of education, fed them oil

and kept them burning and they flash
tn a never ending circle around the
globe, and we should feed more fil tiid
keep them burning and thus help io

live light and be Tt light in -u- no-
tion.

ItfCttEST MAN IN NORTH CARO-
LINA.

Raleigh was honored on Sunday by

a visit from the richest man in North

Catalina.
W»o is the richest man in North

Carolina? He is the man blessed with
the greatest wealth. In this age of

commercialism, when “What is he

worth?” is the first question asked
When a new name is mentioned, there

has arisen a jaundiced view of what
>yaalth is and in what it consists. This
yarrow and sordid view has caused the

c|pi)ar mark to be regarded as the only

VKfalth, when, as every thoughtful man

Ifppws, mere money is the poorest

for measuring true wealth.
.' The richest man in North Carolina,

(b® visited Raleigh Sunday) has pass-

ed thp three score and ten allotted to

the human race, and is rich in years

4pd ip ripe experience. Wisdom comes

on )y with length of days, though young
persuade themselves that

1 :hja found in the strength of the a«rm

{ p’dftptftMS of t)ie foot. “Young men

| If! Was. old men for counsel’’ is a
t "that is based upon the exper-

lmqe of the world, and to the truth of

\ |mch a)l observant men give their

tpptf’nony.
'4 Tb® richest man in North Carolina

‘ Inflows that all wealth grows by the
OttTltpOUnU interest rule. Riches grow

and bounds. “A mortgage

Work* Oh Sunday and holidays.” Early

hvjlfipjtfr. Rockefeller found out that,

hq tiould get) as much interest for S3O
Ipa nod out at ? per cent as he could

by digging potatoes tea days,

fjiat ntarked the change in a’.l nis

plans, and he becume rlie mister mon-
ey ntap in the world. Thn richest, mar

ip North Carolina as early found

but that good deeds and loving sei'We
multiplied more rapidly than, any

arithmetical progression could ihtll-

ppfe. He has'devoted h's fuf life to

dpjpg good and, so. now lha< lie' is
geyepty his bank ac :onnt In Lov<- and
liespe ct is a thousand times greater

! jtgn ¦ the money credit upon which

ihCKbfe()er can draw. And the best
||isi ,hf that bank account is tha» the

afrfff : tfoe chocks he draws upon it.

ihHigfbr the surplus grows. It is as
’ jtWllaUßtlble as the Love and Faith
?jt* Nilftll Carolina manhood and wo-'

f tfe Vlbhost man In North Carolina
hkfl nfefgr troubled himself about s:*v-

{xbput Investments, about stocks
.ny kbhda Re has kept no books, no

carries his name a? director and

’jhb WPbration asks his advice about
lllllUiTid. Watered stock. But he has

Jltefi pnd investing all his life

-1 Ufltpijpljhjbgs which parish not with
J urffij ftls itceifinulations are

t|io«C sutpmvd up by Paul
Shadow’s of life were falling

in North Carolina
vtiaVoj}fct-|ftP'ared himself when the gOb<l

jy-frmA*f4t|ows dgjnahded his service.
gone from mountain to sea-

shore, in perils by land and sea. in
physical weakness to preach the ever-

lasting gospel of grace. He has poured

himself and His master into the hearts
of thousands, enriching their lives and
strengthening their good resolutions,

and in all his giving lias himself grown

richer and richer until today he is

easily the richest man in North Caro-

lina.
Who is the richest man in North

Carolina? He is, of course the man

who has done most in the best ways to

serve North Carolina. That man is

the venerable Rev. J. D. Hufham, D.

D., who preached the baccalaureate

sermon at the A. and M. college on

Sunday morning. It was a sermon that

cannot be reported, for what reporter

could fitly _ive the depth and heighth
and the fullness of illustration, inci-

dent, and exhortation that touched
every heart and kindled the fire of

faith in every young man of that

splendid student body? It took seventy

years of pouring himself in the lives of
his fellowmen to produce that sermon

—-a sermon that touched only upon

the things that are elemental and
grbat.

Long may this “richest man in
North 'Carolina” live to bless his fel-
lows, to encourage its youth, to dig out

and preserve its history, to teach polit-
ical wisdom, and to illustrate the

truths of Christianity in his Godiy
walk and conversation!

Why not get the doctors in session
as; Raleigh to diagnose the case of

Cuyler, Finch & Co. They’d find them
afilicted with the new disease called
“liIGHFR IT."—Rhamkatte Roaster

“This man sought neither riches nor
honor, but gave himself for others.
Fifty years from now Iris name may-
be a faint memory, but I think lie

was one of those whom God depends
upon to keep the world good, and to

bless little children by his gentleness
and purity and cheerfulness.”

These were the words the clergy-
man used at the burial of “the cele-

brated Dr. John Claggett,” the hero
of “When I Practised Medicine,” the

best story in the Atlantic Monthly for

April. It is a story that every young
doctor should read to teach him how
to win a place in the hearts of the

people and how to be a worthy mem-
ber of the noblest profession among

men. It is becoming somewhat fash-
ionable, in these days, when well fur-

nished offices and modern comforts,

with trained nurses, and every con-

venience and help, are near at hand,

to under-rate the “old fashioned doc-
tor,” and his primitive ami “folksy”

ways.
AVe hope never to see the day in

North Carolina when the relations of

physician and patient will become
purely a commercial and professional
relation, when the doctor is thinking

of his foe while taking the tempera-

ture, when the patient feels that the

payment of thv foe ends his obligation

physician, when the kindly so-

cial and friendly relation that has long

subsisted between the doctor and the

family he visits is lost in professional
red tape and commercial transactions.
The tendency in the direction of
making merchandise of everything is

so great in this generation that the

doctors will not escape it unless, while

they go forward in modern equipment

and methods, they reach backward and

keep a firm grip upon the old fash-

ioned devotion to humanity and to

the ethics of love and kindness.
The man who is blessed by the min-

istrations of a skilled physician, is an

ingrate who refuses to pay the phy-

sician. But the physician who turns

a deaf ear to the cal! of suffering be-

cause the fee is his chief object in
practising medicine is an unworthy
member of the noble profession. Like

the minister of the gospel, the phy-
sician is “worthy of his hire," but. like
the minister of the gospel, if the finan-

cial consideration dominates, the noble

calling of healing is debased. The
Great Physician healed the poor and
lowly, as well as the sch and the

powerful. The greatest physician is
he who comes nearest the example of
Him who is the exemplar of the phy-
sician and the preacher—the two pro-

fessions that ought and do in their

membership illustrate the highest vir-
tues and purest unselfishness. Your
doctor and your preacher come nearer
to you than any others, and in many

ways the physician is nearer and en-
ters into the affairs of the family

more intimately than oven the preach-

er. Their steady hand, their wise

counsel, their innate sense of sym-

pathy and help have been felt bless

and lift up in every home.

It is not only in the home that the
Influence of the physician is felt, hut

he might say with Homer: “I am a

man and am interested in whatever

concerns man,” Into whatever as-

sembly he enters Le takes rank with

tiie foremost, for his training is ol

the sort to fit him for leadership.

u politician, he is invincible. Seldom
do doctors go into politics. But when

they do, they oxurt an influence not

equalled by any ether class of men.
for, without asking it, they are as-
sured of the interest and support ol

all the women in their bailiwick. The

country doctor has made and un-

made many aspirants for political

honors. The doctors should take deep-

er interest in civic affairs and should
make their views felt more than they

do. As to iiu doctor in his relation as

a citizen, Dr. Hubert A. Royster, dean

of tiie University Medical School, in
a recent address before tin* Raleigh

Chamber of Commerce, said:

1 “Not often do physicians receive
that public recognition to which their

honorable service entitles them. And
this is due largely to the faults of
the physicians themselves, who so fre-

quently fail to perform their civic
functions. Every member of the med-
ical profession should strive every day
to make himself a Jpetter doctor; it is
also his duty to he a good citizen.

That means being interested in and
working for everything that tends to-

ward the moral, social or commercial
up-building cf his community. 1
might discourse further upon the doc-

tor as a citizen and not serve to make
it any clearer to your mind that it is

a part of the physician’s role in life to

he of as we!l <is in the body politic,

to be useful as a citizen and to take
his share of responsibility in public
relations. No class in any community
is more honorable, more intelligent,
more upright, more respected than
the doctors. Let them always exer-
cise their great influence wisely and
wo!!.”

Raleigh is glad to welcome to the
capital of this noble Commonwealth
the doctors who are among its chief

foundation stones. In every com-

munity the doctor is respect-
ed, loved and honored. They

lead in good works, in generosi-

ty, In State pride, in living the gospel
of the brotherhood of plan. They meet

to discuss problems vital to all men,

to exchange views, and to learn how

better to bless mankind. This city is

proud to be honored with their pres-

ence, and in advance of the eloquent
speakers, who will voice the formal
welcome, The News and Observer ex-
tends to them* glad welcome and prof-

fers to them the freedom of the city.
In all literature —sacred and pro-

fane. if anything good can be called
profane—there is yothing that comes
so near the heart of men and women

WELCOME TO [THE DOCTORS OF NORTH CARO-
LINA.

ns does MacLaren’s pen-picture of
Dr. Mac Lure, the great hearted, skill-
ed, old fashioned batchelor Scotch
doctor. The story of his noble un-
selfishness, of his heroic endurance,
of his many sacrifices, of his unaf-
fected love for the simple folk who
well nigh worshipped him is one that
will touch the heart of the bravest
and best. He was the model physi-
cian, but let us not suppose that we
have not men among us in North
Carolina possessing the high qualities

that won hint the tender love of every
child in Drumtochty. Every old doc-
tor ought to read Barrie's famous
“Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush”
every year just before Christmas and
thank God for such an examplar, and
be humbly grateful for every sacrifice
that he lias made that puts him nearer
William MacLure. Every young doc-

tor ought to have the book on his ta-
ble and the best passages graven on
the heart, to call him away from him-
self if ever tempted to make merchan-
dise of his gifts, his skill, his helpful-

ness to men and women in suffering or
distress. What an inspiration .that
man MacLure must be to every phy-
sician who comes into the practise of
medicine in the right spirit!

All who have read that master-piece
will recall the words of the doctor,
when an humble friend begged him io

Jo al: he could for his sick wife. Here
is the scene;

“Ye nce.dna plead wi' me. Tammas,
to dae that best a’ can for yir wife.
Man. a’ kent’ her lang afore ye ever
luved her; a’ brocht her intae the
warld, and a’ saw- her through the
fever when she wes a bit lassikie; a'
closed her mither's een, and it wes me
hed tae tell her she wes an orphan,
an’ nae man wes better pleased when
she got a gude husband, and a’ helpil
her wi’ her fewer bairns. A've naith-
er wile nor bairns o’ mn own, an' a’
count a' tiie fouk o' the Glen ma
family. Div ye think a’ wudna save
Annie if 1 cud? if there wes a man
in M wil low n ’at cud dae mair for her,
a’d have him this vorra nicht, but a’
the doctors in Perthshire are helpless
for this trlbbie.

“Tammai. Ma puir fallow, if it could
avail, a’ tell ye a' wud lay doon this
auld woin-oot ruckle o’ a body o’
mine juist tae see ye baith sittin’ at
the fireside, an’ the bairns rooned yc,
eoathy an’ canty again; but it’s no tae
bo. Tamnas, it’s no tae be.”

“When a’ lookit at the doctor's
face,” Marget said, “a’ tliocht him the
wlnsomert man a' ever saw. He wes
transfigured that night, for a’m judg-
ing there s nae transfiguration like
’-•!VO.”

Or what is finer than the story of

how this Drumtochty doctor, after the
gloat London specialist had given

Saunders six hours to live, have his

‘‘facu turn’ll into iron before their

eyes, "looking like one encountering a

merciless foe," as ho said:

“The London doctor said that Saun-
ders wud sough awa afore mornm’.
did he? Week he’s an authority on
fevers an’ sic like diseases, an’ Ought
fi t km.

“It’s may be presumptous o' mb tae

litter fr.ie him, and it wudna be vena
respectin' o’ Saunders tae live aifter
this opbenion. But Saunders wes dye

thraun an’ i!' tae drive, an’ lie's as
like as no tae gang his ain gait.

“A’m no moanin’ tae reflect on sac
clever a man, but he didna ken the
seetuation. He can read fevers like
a huik, hut he never cam across sic a
thing as the Drumtochty constitution
a’ his days.

"Ye see, when onybody gets as low
as puir Saunders here, it’s juist a hand
to hand wrast’.e atween the fever and
his constitution, an’ of coorse. if he
hed been a shllpit. stuntit, feckless
efi’eegy o’ a cratur, fed on tea an’
made dishes and pushioned wi’ bad
lir, Saunders wud hae nae chance;
he wes booneil tae goe oot iiko tiie
snuff o’ a candle.

“But Saundcts lies been fillin’ his
lungs for five and thirty year wi’
strong Drumtochty air, an’ eatin’

uaethin’ hut fresh milk frao the coo,
an’ followin’ the ploo through the new
turned, sweet-smellin’ earth, an swing-

in’ the scythe in haytime and harvest,

till the legs an’ airms o’ him were
iron, and hjs chest wes like tiie cut-
tin’ o' an oak tree.

“He’s a vvaesoorne sicht the nicht,

but Saundefs wes a buirdly man aince,

atid vyull never !at his life be taken
libhtly frao him. Na, na. lie hesna
sinned against nature, and nature il

stand by him noo in his oor o’ dis-
tress.”

There wax “a stand up ferht atween

him and deith for Saunders,” and tiie

old doctor who had not “shaken ma

ain legs for thirty years” attempted

the Highland (ling when he had won

the victory over death and snatched
Saunders from the grip of death.

But the time came that the good

doctor was to die. He knew it in-

tinctively and said: “There’s a knock

that canna he mistaken, an’ a heard

it last night. A’xe fought deith for

ither foulk mair than forty year, but

ma time has come at laist and to

Drumsbeugh he gave ;otr.t directions

saying among other things:

“A’ didna keep buiks. as ye ken,

for a‘ aye hed a guid memory, so nae-
body ’ill be harried for money aifter
ma deith, and yc ’ill hae nae accounts
tae collect.

“But the fouk are honest in Drum-
tochty, and they ’il- b e offerin y-e
siller, an’ a’il gie yc rna mind aboot
it. Gin it be a puir body, tell her tae

keep it and get a bit plaidie wi the
money, and she ’ill maybe think o
her auld doctor at a time. Gin it be

a bien (well-to-do) man, tak half of

what he offers, for a Drumtochty man
wud scorn to be mean in sic circum-

stances: and if onybody needs a doc-

tor an’ canna pay f°r ,him ’
no left tae dee when a m oot o the

road.”
The prayer that Patrick offered for

the doctor, whose last thoughts we re-
ef his mother and his mother’s Bible,

has been made immortal. He played.

“And in God’s house tor evermore
My dwelling-fdace shal e-

“A'ni ready "^“a^vlSfshe”X
com" "tm 1

a m tired an' wantin' tac

„

. nn . an’ she’s car-
Yons her stop .•

hand; a’ see „

rying a hcht in mi

through the door. wudna fnrtrot
“Mither! a’ kent ye "udna for^

yir laddie, Oh! for he promised tae
come, and a've feenished ma psalm.

“And in God's house for evermore
My dwelling place shall be.

“Gic me the kiss, mither, for a've
been waitin’ l'or ye, an’ a'il suae be
asleep.”

“The grey morning light fell on
Drumsheugh, still holding His friend’s
cold hand, and staring at a hearth
where the fire had died down into
white ashes; but the peace on the
doctor’s face was of one who rested
from his labours.”

The story of the grief in the glen
over the death of this Doctor of the
Old School is the climax of Barrie's
matchless pen portrait of William Mc-
Lure. “Surely no funeral is like unto
that of a doctor for pathos, and a
peculiar sadness fell on that company
as his body was carried out, who, for

nearly half a century had been their
help in sickness and had beaten back
death time after time from their door.
Death after all was victor, for the man
tiiat saved them had not been able to
save himself.” The closing words of
the story that makes a doctor of the
Old School immortal is as follows:

“So the Glen he loved laid him to
rest.

“When the bedrel had finished his
work and the turf had been spread.
Lord Kilspindie spoke:

“Friends of Drumtochty, it would
not be right that we should part in
silence and no man say what is in
every heart. We have burled the re-
mains of one that served this Glen
with a devotion that has known
no reserve, and a kindliness that never
tailed, for more than forty years. I
have seen many brave men in my day,
but no man In the trenches of Sebas-
topol carried himself nnore knightly
than William MacLure. You will
never have heard from his lips what
I may tell you today, that my father
secured for him a valuable post in
his younger days, and lie preferred to
work among his own people; and I
wished to do many things for him
when he was old, but he would have
nothing for himself. He will never
be forgotten, while one of us lives,
and I pray that all doctors everywhere
may share his spirit. If it be your
pleasure. I shall erect a cross above
his grave, and shall ask my old friend
and companion, Dr. Davidson, your
minister, to choose the text to be in-
scribed.”

“We thank you, Lord Kilspindie.”
said the doctor, “for your presence
with us in our sorrow and your tribute
to the memory of William Mac Lure,
and I choose this for his text:

“ ‘Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.’ ”

“Milton was, at that time, held in
the oomJs of a very bitter theology,
and his indignation was stirred by this
unqualified eulogium.

“No doubt Dr. MacLure hed mony
natural virtues, an’ he did his wark

week but it was a peety he didna niak
mair profession o’ releegion.”

“When William MacLure appears
before the Judge, Milton.” said Lach-
iari Campbell, who that day spoke his
last words in public, and they were
in defence of charity. "He will not
be asking him about his professions,
for the doctor's judgment liass been
ready long ago; and it iss a good
judgment, and you and I will be hap-
py men if w-e get the like of it.

“It iss written in the Gospel, but it
iss William MacLure that will not be
expecting :t.”

“What is’t. Lachlan?” asked Jamie
Soutar. eagerly

The old man, now very feeble, stood
in the middle of the road, and his

face once so hard, was softened into

a winsome tenderness.
“ ‘Come, ye blessed of My Father.

... I was sick, and ye visited Me.’ ”

ATLANTIC & NORTH CAROLINA
RAILROAI)—REPORT OF

COMMITTEE.

We publish in full today tiie report
of the committee appointed by Gov-

ernor Ayreock to investigate the affairs

of the Atlantic & North Carolina Rail-

road Company, and we invite our

readers to study it for themselves and
to form their own conclusions there-

on. We herein submit some sugges-

tions to aid them in this study':
First.—As to the fitness and char-

acter of the men who made this in-

vestigation and report. R. T. Gray,

F3sq., an able lawyer; Mr. Henry A.

Page, a practical railroad man; and

Mr. W. T. Lee, a successful merchant

—all men of ability and of tiie very

highest character. Surely no honest

man will say that these men did not

report all things truly as the facts ap-

peared to them.
Second. —The manner in which the

investigation was conducted. There
was some criticism, at the time, of the

fact that this investigation was not

made in public and that the press was

excluded while it was going on. It

must now he clear to the fair-minded
man that the committee did not de-
serve the harsh criticism. It now ap-

pears from the report that an able and

skillful prosecutor appeared before
the committee and tiiat he had full

swing. The testimony taken before

the committee was largely from wit-

nesses subpoenaed at the instance of

this prosecutor. It was taken at pri-

vate hearings and one witness did not

know what any other had said. Mr.

W. W. Clark appeared before the
committee as prosecutor of the pres-

ent administration. He is easily one
of the ablest lawyers in Eastern North
Carolina. He lives in New Bern and
was familiar with all tiie charges
against the administration and knew

where to look for testimony to sustain

them, if it was to be had. He is not

in sympathy, either personal or poli-

tical, with the administration. We can

therefore safely say that with his aid

the committee went to the bottom of

every charge.
Now what do these high minded

men find? We cannot undertake to

review the whole report. We can only'
refer to some of the matters discussed.
It will be seen they criticise, commend
or condemn without fear, favor or af-

fection.
They condemn the increase of the

Proxy Committee to 35 or 40 persons

when five is amply sufficient, and so
do we. But it must be remembered
that the administration of the road is
in no way responsible for this. It was
not the act of the President or Board
of Directors. It was done by tiie
stockholders themselves —the owners
of the property—and it only remain-

ed for the officers of the company to
carry out the order made by the
stockholders. The stockholders own
the property. Who will say they did
not have the right to say how many

should compose the Proxy Committee?
We may agree they acted unwisely—-
as we are sure they did —but we can-
not say they acted illegally or that

the officers are responsible for it or

that it warrants putting the road in

the hands of a receiver.

The committee criticises —and not

without reason —the method used by

the management of the road to pro-

cure a supply of wood. The commit-

tee, however, tells that the wood sup-

ply is getting to be a serious question

with the company. The consumption

of timber by the large number of

mills and other enterprises along the

line of the road and the scarcity and

uncertainty of labor forced the man-
agement to adopt some method that

would insure the needed supply of

wood, for without wr ood the trains can
not move. The method adopted is
open to criticism—nay to condemna-
tion. A management more mindful of

the true idea of public, service and of
appearances would have adopted a
different method, at least in some of

its details, but there are some things

about this matter which must impress

the fair-minded reader as extenuating

the improper method adopted. What
was done was done openly and with-
out any secrecy or pretense at secrecy.

It has resulted in securing a supply of

wood at the market price. There has

been no loss to the company and there
was no corrupt motive in the method
adopted or in its execution.

The purchase of the Atlantic Hotel
is a matter about which honest men
may differ. In this matter, too, the

management was confronted with a

serious problem. To close that hotel
meant a serious loss to Beaufort and

Morehead City and to the revenues of

the road in passenger traffic. It was

believed that if the property was put

in good condition and run in connec-

tion with the road it could be made
profitable in itself and to the road.
There is nothing wrong in a railroad

owning or running a hotel. Many
railroads whose terminals are at wa-

tering places own and run hotels, not

for the profit in the hotel business,

but to secure travel for the road that

it would not otherwise receive. Ought
tire Atlantic & North Carolina Rail-

read to have bought the Atlantic Hotel

and conducted it? We say these are
questions about which honest men
may differ and did differ. It is un-
fortunate that the first year's venture

aid not have a fair trial. As it turned

out a serious mistake was made in the
selection of a manager but we submit

that it is not fair to condemn the ven-
ture upon one year’s experience with
a manager, who, after making affida-
vits reflecting upon the management

of the road, hides so that nobody can
probe him. The hotel property has
been greatly improved and With its
fine electric light plant and' all im-
provements stands charged to the

railroad company at less than half its
original cost. It may be that the own-
ership of this property by the compa-

ny has something to do with the in-
creasing bids that have been offered
for a lease of the road.

The cbmmj|tee criticises some of the
expenditures made in permanent im-
provements. They say the expendi-
tures were larger at some points than
were needed, and less at others. But

this fact stands out all the way-

through the report to-wit: That in all
things criticised or condemned by the

committee it was matters of judg-
ment. NOWHERE DOES THE COM-
MITTEE FIND THAT ANYTHING
CRITICISED OR CONDEMNED WAS

THE RESULT OF CORRUPTION.
Nowhere dees the committee find that
the management did not believe it was
acting for the best interest of the com-
pany.

There is another thing which the
committee find that we wish to em-
phasize: They say at the end of their
report that the Atlantic & North Caro-
lina Railroad "is a very valuable prop-
erty and that its condition and earn-
ing capacity have been GREATLY
IMPROVED DURING THE LAST
FOUR YEARS."

They further say they “see nothing

in the situation to call for great haste
on the one hand or extreme action on
tiie other in reference to any proposed
change in the control and operation
of the property.”

These are words of wisdom, uttered
by men who have spent days and
weeks in a full and thorough investi-
gation of its affairs. Gradually arid
by degrees a valuable property has

been developed and built up between

Goldsboro and Morehead City, and it |
would be worse than folly, just as it

is ready to yield income to its owners,
to take fright at the false charges
made against it and be driven into an
ill-advised disposition of it. It only
needs for the State and the stockhold-
ers to stand together and be firm in a
united purpose to make a wise dispo-
sition of the valuable property. If a
good proposition to lease it, which is
well safe-guarded and backed by am-
ple security is made it should
be accepted. Until then the errors
which have been pointed out should
be corrected—and corrected at once—-
and the road run with care and
economy.

TRYING TO GRAB IT FOR FIVE
YEARS.

It is altogether probable that if the
attempt in 1899 or 1901 to buy the
State’s stock in the A. & N. C. R. R.

had been successful, the South Dakota (
suit would have been on the A. & N. |
C. R. R. bonds instead of the Western •

N. C. R. It. bonds. The statement
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made by Mr. James H. Pou in today's
paper would seem to indicate that per-
sons have been at work for at least
five years to get the stock of the State
in the A. & N. C. It. R. for next to
nothing. What was their object?

Was it not to compel the payment of

the non-funded bonds, upon which
the owners have a lien upon the

State’s stock in that railroad?
There is a significant similarity be-

tween the amount due on $130,000
of bonds, with thirty or more years’
interest, and twenty-five or thirty
cents on the dollar for the State’s
stock in the Atlantic & North Caro-
lina Railroad stock.

If some power “HIGHER UP?” is
not behind the schemes to grab the
Atlantic & North Carolina Railroad,
then what is the motive?

MORE THAN ITS DEBT.

If the State’s stock in the A. & N.
( . R. R., is worth a million dollars —-

and it will be shortly if no receiver
is appointed—the State’s interest in
that road and in the North Carolina
Railroad will more than pay the full
recognized debt of the State. The
State sold or gave away its stock in
all tiie other great properties. What
would have been its condition if it
had held on to its stock in the Wil-
mington & Weldon, Western North
Carolina, Carolina Central, C. F. & Y.
V., Chesapeake & Albemarle Canal?

Spirit of the Press.
The First Stenographers.

Col. R. B. Creecy.
Within living memory there were

but three stenographers in the world,
and there was but one publication
upon the art of taking down a
in shnit band writing ulii!.- it
tered. The stenographers w> - 1
Gales, of RuP'igh, X. the i. '
of tiie Raleigh Register, an Kn r !t^|
man who tied from political causcsvjH
England and came to Philadelphi
thence to Raleigh at the suggestion
Nat Macon. The other stenographer
was an Englishman, named Gerney;
and the writer of this paragraph.

The little hand book of stenography,
about tiie size of two hands, was the
joint production of Gales and Gerney,
and by u mere chance a copy of it fell
into the hands of the third party men-
tioned, in the'town of Edenton. It was
presented to him, when a boy by Rev.
Joseph H. Saunders, as a curiosity.

It was a queer medley of signs, as-
signs. curve, brackets, circles, dots,
stars and dashes, and a crooked sur-
petine figure indiscatin a depetition
of the sentence. It became our hobby.
We studied it by day and night got our
bey companions to read aloud to us
while we took it down in short hand.
After about six months wo mastered
the whole system of short hand. We
became an expert under our own in-
struction.

In order to test our skill we went
into the Methodist church in Edenton.
and reported a sermon of Rev. Thomas
Crowden, which we submitted to him
after writing out our notes, and he
commended its accuracy.

Some years after, we saw Joe Gales
reporting debates in the North Caro-

-.tate convention of 1535. He was
somewhat deaf, and his report of the
debates are very defective. ' His re-
port of Judge Gaston’s great speech
on the 32’ article of the old constitu-
tion is lamentably defective. Some of
its most striking passages are omitted
altogether.

“THE JUDICIARY EXHAUSTED.”

Judge Battle Was Not Then on the
Supreme Court Bench.

To the Editor: In Mr. Gray’s very
interesting article in Sunday’s paper,
he mentioned that at the time of the
campaign of 18G8, the Supreme court
consisted of three justices, Pearson,
Battle and Reade, two of whom were
Republicans, and because of the par-
ticipation of two of these in that cam-
paign the bar made a public protest,
which led to the contempt proceedings
of which he gave an account.

The election for and against the
proposed constitution and for live jus-
tices of the Supreme court, provided
for in the proposed constitution, was
held in the spring of 1868. and the
five new justices. Pearson, Reade.
Settle, Dick and Rodman were elected
at that time, and wont into office on
July 4. 1868, and my recollection is
that the particular partisan adminis-
tration on the part of members of the
court that called forth the protest of

the bar. was at the ft!! election for
President and members of Congress, •
in November, 1868, Judge Battle not
being then on the bmuh. nor was he
on the bench during the contempt
proceedings. lie was one ofthe coun-
sel for the arrested citizens in 1 870,

and strongly participated in the appli-
cation to the Supreme court, at the
time when Judge Pearson declared
tiiat “the judiciary was exhausted.”

S. A. ASHE.

Maxton Graded School Commencement

(Special to News and Observer.)

M:.xton, N. C., May 23.—Maxton
graded school closed last night with a
concert by the school. The concert
was an excellent one. The recitations
were bright and sparkling and showed
that the children who recited had
been well trained. The music part of
the entertainment was highlv delight-

I ful. consisting cf songs, piano solos,
| duets and trios. Just before the con-
-1 cert closed. Superintendent Avent read
the names of those who had made the

best records and the second best rec-
ords in the different grades. And an-
nounced Miss May Burns as the win-

ner of the scholarship A Elizabeth
College.

The people were very disappointed
that Governor Avcock was compelled
to cancel his engagement to deliver
the commencement address here to-

dav. He had promised soon after

Christmas to deliver our annual ad-

dress. but certain railroad litigation, in
which the State is interested, com-
pelled hi mto cancel the appointment.

Big Truck Shipments.

(Kinston Free Press.)

Truck shipments from this station
continue to grow heavier every day-

now, a great deal of which is sent by-

express. The A. and N. C. passenger

train was delayed nearly an hour this
morning by shipments along the line,

besides the freight and truck trains
are heavily loaded.

%—

If a friend pulls his watch on your

funny story, cut it short.
Many a man turns up his toes while

waiting for his fortune to turn up.
Don’t envy the rich; they have corns

on their feet the same as you have.
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