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and their home and school experience;
to write a well expressed letter; to
talk about and describe much in na-
ture and animal life.

Above this grade the work is car-
ried on much as in our best public
schools for the .hearing—the pupils
studying the regular common school
branches—reciting orally to th<ir
teachers and reading the speech of ihe
teacher by watching his lips. Writ-
ten, exercises are also required in all
these branches, and the work com-
pares favorably with that done In the
grammar schools for hearing chil-
dren, a graded course in reading of
English classics is required and much
attention is giving to the teaching of
the English language.

The following paragraph is taken
from a composition, writ’en by i con-
genitally deaf boy, who is being edu-
cated in this department of the school:

“To have an ideal iifan abso.ute ne-
cessity. Railroads, powerful locomo-
tives, which can draw hundreds of
tons of merchandise, elec: -ic lights
and electricity, without which we
could not get along comfortably, big
steam boats, upon which Europe de-
pends for carrying raw materials from
North America, and many other won-
derful things would have never been
invented, if it were not for men with
an ideal.”

No deaf child learns to speak per-
fectly, some learn to speak well, many
intelligently. The oral method has
for its object the mental development
and education of the deaf child. If a
child can speak sufficiently intelli-
gibly for his teachers and associates
to understand him, and is able to read,
their speech; a medium of communi-
cation is established sufficient for
his education to be carried on by

this method; and what ability he has
to speak and to read speech over ami
above this is just so much extra

That this accomplishment is of
practical value is shown by the follow-
ing from a letter from a gentlemaa
who clme in touch with one of the
congenitally deaf pupils recently:

Charlotte, N. C., May 7, 1904.
*Mr. E. McK. Goodwin, Morgantoi,

N. C.
My Dear Sir: —Pleas 3 aecept'thanks

for check for glasses. Tt is a pleasure
to note the ease with which some of
the children In your care converse
with a stranger. One of the girls, who
saw me about her case, asking me
questions and reading my answers on
my lips.

Another girl, some two or three
years ago, aided me in testing the eyes
of several of the younger children,
conversing with me almost as readily
as if she could hear. To make the
blind see, is regarded by many a won-
derful accomplishment, and so it is,
but to teach the deaf to read the
voice on*the lips, and respond by the
spoken word, is not less wonderful,
and the possession of this ability by
the deaf must surely rob deafness cf
many of its fangs.

Verv truly yours,
YV. H. WAKEFIELD, M. D.

Industrial Departments.
There are four industrial depart-

ments for the boys:
1. The wood-working-—with modern

machinery, where doors, sash, man-
tels, etc,, are made. This department
has furnished some handsome furr.i-
ture for the Executive Mansion at
Raleigh. The idea, however, is not to
turn our carpentry, but carpenters; to
teach the boys a trade along with
their education, and so prepare them
for the battle of life. This deport-
ment is in charge of Mr. M. J. Green,
an expert carpenter.

2. Practical printing—Many of the
boys desire this trade for the two-
fold purpose of learning a larger lan-
guage and of obtaining employment.
The Deaf Carolinian, a Very creditable
weekly, is printed and edited by the
pupils, _under the supervision of Mr.
Howard Hofsteater, a practical print-
er, as well as one of the teachers in
the manual department.

3. Shoe-making.—Here is found a
large shop with all the necessary ap-
pliances to work and in charge of Mr.
W. A. Townsend, one of the best shoe-
makers in the State. Some of the
boys are proving apt apprentices in
this line. All the shoe repair for the
school is done here, and more than
100 children of the school are sup-
plied with shoes from the shop.

4. Practical Agriculture.—This is
taught not by lectures, but by actual
contact with the soil and those- best
implements of husbandry; the hoe and
the plow. The boys help to seed and
gather the crops and do this under a
skilled farmer, Mr. O. E. Meßrayei.
An abundance of feed for stock and a
bountiful supply of both summer and
winter vegetables are produced. A
fine herd of Jersey and Holstein cattle
furnish an abundance of rich milk
for the entire school, and quantises
of as fine- butter as ever enriched a
sauce. The grain and vegetable ex-
hibits of the school won two gol<#
medals at the State Fair. But. says
some one, “What do the girls learn
apart from their studies?” They are
instructed by competent teachers in
general domestic work, viz: Sewing,
dress-making, ironing and practical
cooking.

Cold Storage.
Among other valuable appliances is

a modern cold storage and ice plant,
by means of which fruits, vegetables,
meats, milk, and butter are kept in
excellent condition, and the healthful-
ness of the school enhanced The ice
plant brings in considerable revenue.

This is in charge of Mr. Lloyd Rhyne
the capable engineer.

Heating and Bights.

Alfthe buildings are lighted by
electricity, generated on the grounds
—heated by steam, and supplied with
an abundance of water.

A fire company has been organized,
which gives frequent drills. Apart
from the main building are the school
house, power house, industrial build-
ing, three cottages for employees, and
a large well arranged barn. Near the
latter will be found some of the finest
hogs of the best English strains.

The old brick building erected by the
Episcopalians, for the Wilberforce
School, and which is near the main
building, ha& been remodeled at a
cost of $6,000. This will be' used as
a home for the present and future
superintendents. A commodious house,
with a large old-fashion brick fire-
place in the hall, finished in oak and
pine, with large white pillars on the
fifont porch, it looks like an old colon-
ial home. There is much about it
that suggests simple elegance, but

(Continued on Page Eight.)
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FOR THE STATE’S
CONTROLOFA.

U.C.R.R.
Mr. Beckwith Dissents

From Certain Conclu-
sions of Special Com-

mittee.

MATTERS OF OPINIONS

About Which Business Men May and

Do Disagree—Property Has Been

Well Managed by Mr.

Bryan.

Mr. B. C. Beckwith, member of
the Board of Internal Improvement, 1
v ho presided at the taking of the evi-

dence taken by the special committee
named by Governor Aycock to assist
the Board of Internal Improvements in

the investigation of the A. and N. C.
l't. 18, yesterday filed a non-concurring

report as to certain findings.
Mr. Beckwith’s report to the Gov-

ernor is as follows:
To the Governor.

I have the honor to report: That the
Committee of Investigation appointed
by your Excellency to assist the Board
of Internal Improvements in a thor-
ough investigation of the affairs and
the management of the Atlantic and
North Carolina Railroad, in their very
exhaustive and critical report, say: “It
is clear to us, for reasons which hava
heretofore been given, that the best
and most economical management of
the property cannot be attained under
.State control.’’

This is their final conclusion » f the
whole matter. In this conclusion I
cannot concur. I do not think that
the several findings of the commit.ee,
set out in their critical, and. as a
whole, admirable report, or the evi-
dence taken in the course of the ex-
amination, justify that conclusion.

I must conclude that the road has

been for the last four years as well
managed under State control as any
like property under control of a cor-
poration in the management of which
the State has no direction or voice.
And this conclusion, contrary to the

above quoted one of the committee,
is based upon the volumnious evidence
taken before the Investigating Com-
mittee and the Board of Internal Im-
provements, and upon information
and knowledge as to the management
of the road and of its physical and

financial condition obtained by me in
six annual inspections of the affairs
of the road as a Commissioner of In-
ternal Improvements. As Your Ex-
cellency knows I was a member of
the Board of Internal Improvements,

which board has charge of the State’s
interest in this road, for two years
during Governor Carr's administra-
tion and was re-commissioned in
March, 1901.

The Investigating Committee also
say: “It is equally clear that it
(meaning the A. and N. C. R. R.) is
a valuable property, and (hat its con-
dition and earning capacity have
greatly improved during the last four
years.”

In this conclusion of the committee
I heartily concur, as it is not an opin-

ion conclusion simply, but one based
upon the facts as they appear from
a close personal inspection of the
property and the evidence taken be-
fore the Committee and Board of In-
ternal Improvements.

The truth is, the road was never
in so good condition as now, —that is
conceded by friends and foes of the
management. Photographs of the
buildings and shops, taken at the be-
ginning of Mr. Bryan’s presidency of
the road, are in evidence, showing the
tumbled down condition of the shops

at New Bern and the decaying budl-
ings along the line of the road, and
(he generally delapidated condition of
the property at that time.

Its business has almost doubled
•during the present administration Its
stock is now worth $60.00 or more per
share, although from time to t’me
during the last twenty years it sold
from two dollars per share up to
twenty-five dollars, but never beyond
twenty-five dollars until recently.

I doubt if its stock can now be had
for less than seventy-five dollars tier
share, if at that price. And why is
this so? Do men of known business
capacity seek to invest their money in

the stocks of badly managed, bank-
rupt concerns? Surely not. Then why
is it so? Verily, because those who
have money to invest in stocks and
bonds know a good thing when they
see it. and they recognize in this prop-
erty something worthy to be sought

after. Who can doubt that is why so
many are at this time begging to lease
the road, offering as high as 7 per c-r.t

annual rental on the par value of the
shares of stock. They see clearly that
the property is very valuable, and that
Ikhe future holds in store a rich har-

¦fcst of profits to its owners or lessees.
is now building a road

New Bern through Pamlico

Pint’- — :I distance of fifty miles, into

a country as any in North
and this new road is to use

facilities of the Atlantic
Danilina railroad, and will

rKßw ab,e feeder - The proposed
ter way. when completed by

BQHIBi States government, will

HHHHMliateh by the wharf of the
ilHHii'l North I\ir'' u. a rail mo !.

City. The section
RHHBwhich tin- road runs is the

district to be found

in the country, and the lumber busi-
ness has grown into great proportions;
and in building the road through
Pamlico county large tracts of timber
land will be opened, furnishing their
lumber for carriage over this road.

Financial Condition,

Bet us take a look at the book:*
through the glasses of three expert
railroad accountants, and view the
financial condition of the road under
State control, during your administra-
tion.

Financial Statement.
Earnings—
Year ending June 30,

1900 $ 218,165.96
Year ending June 30,

1901 240,544.93
Year ending June 30,

1902 257,032.70
Year ending June 30,

1903 304,107.59
Nine months ending Mar.

31, 1904 236,390.79

Total gross earnings . .$1,256,241.97

Expenses —Ways and structures,
$181,238.30; maintenance of equip-
ment, $145,454.96; conducting trans-
portation, $407,600.17; general ex-
penses, $77,815.47. Total, $Bl 2,108.90.

Fixed , Charges. —lnterest, SIOB,-
185.10; taxes, $40,084.12. Total, $148,-
269.22.

Total operating expenses and fixed
charges, $960,378.12. Amount of
earnings over and above operating <x-
penses and fixed charges. $295,863.85.

To amount of construction, equip-
ment, real estate and permanent im-
provements.

[Here appears the items of money
spent for betterments and improve-
ments of the road, already printed in
the Report of Committee. —Editor.]

Do these figures disclose misman-
agement and corruption? Not a cent
of the compan’y’s money was found
to have been corruptly spent.

The mortgage indebtedness of the
road is only $325,000.00 in round num-
bers, the interest on which has al-
ways been promptly met. The boat-
ing debt is less than $40,000.00 and
represents purchases of valuable real
estate worth more than the floating
debt, which is being rapidly paid off.
The road today owes less than it has
owed at any time within many years,

and owes not one cent that it could not
pay in a day’s time if the creditors
called for it. The road’s credit is so
good that it can borrow money if it

wants it, on its simple note, at any-
time, without security at a low rate of
interest.

It is true, as pointed out by the
Investigating committee, without fa-
vor, ¦ that some mistakes have been
made in its management,—errors of
judgment, in the aggregate not
amounting to a blunder. But who does
not make mistakes in business? Yet, it
has taken five men Avho have reason-
able knowledge of affairs and three
expert railroad accountants the major
part of two months to find and point
out these errors of judgment. What
business or corporation could undergo
the same or a like rigid investigation
of its affairs for five years and hope
to escape criticism? Many corpora-
tions would hardly get off with criti-
cisms.

Mr. Bryan has been criticised by
the committee for spending too much
money in building warehouses at
Goldsboro, Beston, Havalock, RAer-
dale and in the new general offices at
New Bern, and possibly justly so. But
whether he has spent too much or
not, is a mere matter of opinion about
which business men may differ anu do
differ. If you will see the report of the
proceedings of the stockholders of the
road in 1858, you will find that a reso-
lution was passed criticising if not
condemning the expenditure of the
company’s funds in building the old
shops at New Bern, upon the ground

that those shops were too large and far
beyond any possible needs of tire road
for all time, and yet we find that the
business of the road had outgrown the
capacity of the shops to do the needed
work of the road, necessitating the
building of the present shops at great
cost, which work the committee so
highly approves. It may be possible
that Mr. Bryan has foreseen the needs
of this road twenty-five years ahead.
He is essentially a builder —a man of
large ideas arid plans. His bump of
constructiveness fs big. The road
possibly needed just such a builder for
a season, and it may be he has budd-
ed better than we know. Anyway,
who knows?

But he needs a check just here and
he has it. it setups, in his board of di-
rectors, finance committee and stock-
holders, in such men as Thomas
Green, of New Bern, cool headed
banker and business man, who has

accumulated his thousands by his
good business judgment, and <E.
Foy, who knows nothing, if he knows
not business; self-made —the archi-

tect of his own fortune.
L. Harvey and Dempsey Wood, of

Kinston, men of much substance and
of large affairs accustomed to deal
in great matters of business; and
Henry Weill, of Goldsboro, worth a
quarter of a million or more, who is
of that race whose verv name is a
guarantee of sound business insight
that amounts to inspiration, and those
an proved Mr. Bryan's work. Men
differ, you see.

And the purchase of the hotel prop-
erty at Morehead City is cited, by the

Mcßeo bill of charge, filed with the
committee of the investigation, B|S

convincing evidence of bad manage-
ment of the i-oad; and the committee
sav in this connection that “We think

ii should have been cleat to the offi-

cers of the road that they were buy-

ing trouble.” But it seems that such
level-headed, calculating business met.

as Thomas Green, J. W. Grainger, C.

E. Foy, Kerry Weill and others, and
E. Carl Duncan, who is business man
enough to be United States collector

of internal revenue of the eastern dis-
trict of North Carolina, at a salary
of $4,000 a year, and much too fine a
business man to dispose of his stock
in the road for less than its value,
and Dempsey Wood, who controls and
votes the largest block of private stock
in the stockholders meeting of the
company, did not so think, for they
approved- in stockholder’s meeting
this purchase. The mere fact that an
unfortunite choice was made of a
manager of the hotel last year, who

came highly recommended, but who
proved to be cither dishonest or in-
competent or both, if the evidence
taken before the committee is to be
believed, resulting in a loss of $6,000

(Continued on Third Page.)

NOT DRUNK, REPLY
THE AFFIDAVITS

Thus Judge Peebles An-

swers the Charges.

MANY VOICES SPEAK

Coming From Among the Best People.

They Testify to His Freedom From

the Use of Intoxicants, to His

Judicial Temper-

ament.’
(Special to The News and Observer.)

Dumbarton, N. May 28.—A very
large number of affidavits were filed
here by Judge Peebles today In an-

swer to the charges made by members
of the Robeson bar. The most im-
portant of these documents are print-

ed in full; others covering the saint

grounds are summarized. Coming
from many among the best known
people in the Slate, the affidavits fol-
lows:

Harnett County Affidavits.
There are quite a number of depo-

sitions from Harnett county affiants:
McD. Felton saw Judge Peebles at
August and November court and s.->
far as his knowledge extends the judge,
was not under the influence of liquor,
and that in his acquaintance of sev-
eral years he has never known or
heard of him being under the in-
vuenee of liquor; that in his bearing
he was particularly impressed with
the fair, able and impartial charges
to the jury; that he enabled litigants
to have their rights tried and judged
promptly without having to wait their
chances as heretofore; that he was
pleased with the fair and uniform
courtesy displayed by the judge to all
parties, and that Judge Peebles is

equal if not superior to any judge he
has known that presided over Har-
nett court.

Nathan Douglass, who was a juror
in Harnett court, could not tell that
Judge Peebles had taken a drink or
any intoxicant whaever, was impress-
ed with hi.s high judicial bearing and.
demeanor on and off the bench, and
particularly with his fair, able and
impartial charge to the jury and his
uniform courtesy.

Dr. J. E. Caviness, of Lillington, had
frequent opportunity to observe the
conduct of Judge Peebles at Harnett
court and is perfectly sure that the
judge was entirely sober; that the
many people he talked to expressed

ihe opinion ihat he was a fair, just and
upright judge. He never heard it inti-
mated that the judge was affected by

drink and was greatly surprised at
the report; that he was in his room
on several occasions and had oppor-
tunity to observe Judge Peebles while
off the bench.

O. B. Denning stopped at the same
hotel with Judge Peebles and he was
entirely sober, courteous and consid-
erate.

J. R, Wilder, D. J. Mcßeod, D. R.
Stewart, J. D. Upchurch, G. W. Fu-
quay, J. H. McAllister, Samuel D.
Stone, G. B. Mims, John N. Creel R.
B. O'Quinn and W. B. Stevens who
were jurors at Harnett court, swear
that Judge Peebles was not under the

Influence of intoxicating liquor at all
during said term of court so far as
the knowledge of the affiants extends;

that they were pleased with his high
judicial bearing, fair, able and im-
partial charges and uniform courtesy

to litigants, jurors and witnesses.
E. F. Young saw a good deal of

Judge Peebles at Harnett court and
at the hotel. He was strictly sober,
that his conduct Was that of a learned,
able and impartial judge; that he was
fair and impartial to both sides.

J. A. Faucette saw Judge Peebles
many times during each day of court
and if he was at any time under the
influence of whiskey he had no knowl-
edge of it and he never heard any
one suggest that Judge Peebles had

been drinking at all during said
term of court.

Oscar J. Spears, attorney of Har-
nett county, says: “Judge Peebles
impressed him as a learned judge,
fair, impartial, courteous, manifesting
no ill temper, though he did repri-

mand some officer of the court who
was called away from the court room
during the session to his office be-
low; at no time did be see or know
of Judge Peebles being undey the in-
fluence of liquor or any drug and he
frequently visited him at his room
during recess of court both day and
night.”

E. S. Smith, attorney, says: “Judge
Peebles was not under the influence
of liquor of any kind at Harnett court,
nor could the affiant perceive that
His Honor had taken a drink: that he
was particularly impressed with the
high judicial bearing and demeanor,
with hi.s uniform courtesy, with his
fair, able and impartial charges to
the jury.”

Virtually to the same effect is the
affidavit of D. C. Collins, R. E. B.
Skinner, John W. Pipkin, H. G. Thom-
as, J. D. Barnes, B. B. Turlington, N.
A. Stewart, foreman of the grand
jury; B. F. Shaw, deputy clerk of the
court; C. H. Biggs, deputy sheriff; N.
H. Parker, deputy sheriff, B. W. Tart.

C. N. Skinner, chief of the police of
the town of Dunn, testifies that Judge
Peebles was not under the influence
of liquor during Harnett court; that
he had never seen Judge Peebles un-
der the influence of liquor or never
h°nrd of his being under the influence
of liquor; that he was fair and im-
partial.

S. A. Salmon, sheriff, makes the fol-
lowing affidavit:

Harnett County.
S. A. Salmon being duly sworn says:

That he is the sheriff of Harnett

county, and was such during the Au-
gust and November terms, 1903 terms
of said court presided over by Hon.
R. B. Peebles, judge; that he had
every opportunity of observing the
conduct and demeanor of said judge
while presiding over said courts and
according to this affiant’s knowledge
and observation said judge was dur-
ing said terms of court not irider
the influence of Intoxicating liquors of
any kind, but on the contrary was
at all times entirely sober; that ac-
cording to his observation and judg-
ment the said judge was at all times
during the existence of said courts
fair, just and impartial, and courteous
to all, while exercising firmness and
determination; that this affiant lias
known other judges holding the courts
for Harnett county and this affiant
of his own knowledge and observation
says that Hon. R. B. Peebles is the
equal in every respect, and superior
in many of other judges of whom
this affiant has knowledge.

S. A. SABMON.
W. E. Murchison, of Jonesboro, who

practices at the Harnett bar, swears
that Judge Peebles was not intoxi-
cated at said term of Harnett Superior
court, nor Was he under the slightest
influence of intoxicating drink during
his stay at Lillington so far as af-
fiant could perceive or as far as his
acts Would indicate; that he never
heard it intimated that Judge Peebles
was drinking so far as he could re-
member; that he was a frequent visi-
tor to the judge's room at the hotel
and does not remember seeing on any
visit a drop of whiskey or any other
intoxicating liquor or any bottle con-
taining or which had contained liquor
of any kind.

Wayne County.
The bar of Wayne county furnishes

the following affidavit;

William T. Dortch, J. B. Barham,
W. S. O’B. Robinson, A. C. Davis, F.
A .Daniels, M. T. Dickinson, 1. F.
Dortch, Geo. E. Hood, being duly
sworn, each for himself, deposes and
says:

That he is a member of the Golds-
boro, North Carolina bar; that Judge

Robert B. Peebles presided over the
September and November terms of the
Superior court of Wayne county, at
which courts this affiant was present.
That during said terms of said court,

Judge Robert B. Peebles was uniform-
ally courteous and considerate to
members of the bar, jurors and wit-
nesses. That affiant never at any
time during said terms saw the said
Robert B. Peebles under the Influence
of spiritous liquors, nor during said
terms did the said Robert B. Peebles
show by any act that he was lacking
in “Judicial Temperament”; on the
contrary, the relations between the
bar suitors and witnesses and officers
of the court and said Robert B. Pee-
bles were kind and cordial.

I. ! F. Ormond, clerk of Wayne Su-
perior court, makes affidavit that
Judge Peebles was kind, considerate
and polite while holding Wayne court,

leavy,! no grounds for criticism by
any fair-minded men; never saw or
heard of anything that caused h;m

to believe that Judge Peebles was un-
der the influence of spirituous liquors
and his conduct at all times was suc h
as to reflect credit upon any one
holding the high, important and dig.li-

fted position of that which he had
been intrusted by the people of North
Carolina.

dir. Geo. Cowper’s Affidavit.
George Cowper, attorney of Hert-

ford county, has known Judge Peebles
for many years. He has always borne

an unspotted character in every rela-
tion of life; has had ample oppor-
tunity to discover his character i< r
sobriety and that never in his life
has he seen Judge Peebles under the

influence of liquor of any kind and
never heard of his being, and that
Judge Peebles has always been es-
teemed by those who knew him to te

a man of sober habits and aa honor-
able life.

Affidavit of Sheriff Page.

North Carolina —W ake County.

M. W. Page being duly sworn, says;
That he is now, and for some years

has been Sheriff of Wake county, N.
and was such sheriff during the

July, September and October, 1903,

terms of said Wake Superior Court, at

all of which terms Hon. IB B. Peebles
was the presiding judge; that during
that time he was constantly thrown in

contact with said Judge Peebles.

That he never at any, time saw
Judge Peebles intoxicated or under the
influence of liquor, or any drug, noi

did he ever have any reason to believe
that he was.

That in the trial of causes Judge
Peebles appeared to he honest, con-
scientious and firm in enforcing what
he believed to be the law', and in the
Haywood case said Judge Peebles ap-

peared to affiant as being fair and im-

partial to both sides and not as being

discourteous to the lawyers but as
simply requiring them to keep within

ihe limits of what he thought to be

the law.
„

That said Judge Peebles was always

courteous and polite to affiant as such

sheriff.
M. W. PAGE Sheriff.

Subscribed and sworn to before me

this 20th day of May, 1904.
ROBERT R. BOYD,

Notary Public.

Affidavitof \Y. M. Buss.

North Carolina —Wake County.
W. M. Russ being duly sworn, says.

That he is, and for some years has

been Clerk of the Superior Court for

M ake County, N. C., and was such

Clerk during the July, September and

October 1903 Terms, of said Court,

at all of which terms Hon. R. B.

Peebles was the Presiding Judge; that
during that time he was constantly

thrown in contact with said Judge

Peebles.
That he never at any time saw

Judge Peebles intoxicated or under

the influence of liquor or any drug,

ror did he ever have any reason to

suppose that he Mas.

That in the trial of causes Judge

.Peebles appeared to be honest, con-

soientious and firm in enforcing what

in- conceived to be the law. and in the

Havwood case he appeared as not be-
Fng more so with one side than with
ihe other, but as being fair and im-

partial to both sides, and not as be-

in* discourteous to the lawyers, but
qimnlv requiring them to keep within
the limits °f "hat he thought to bi

(Continued on Second Page.)

AN IDEAL SCHOOL
FOR DEAF MUTES

The Great institution at

Morganton.

EXCELLENT TEACHERS

The Wonderful Oral System of Train-

ing the Deaf. The Wood Working,

'Practical Printing. Shoe-Making
)

and Agricultural Depart-

ments.
To the Editor: —The people of no

State in the Union take a deeper in-

terest in their charitable institutions
than the people of North Carolina.
Her legislators, from all classes oJ her
people, have been as generous in
their support as the finances of the

State would admit. Two of these in-

stitutions, the Western Hospital for
the Insane and the School for the

Deaf and Dumb are located in Mor-
ganton, and it is a matter of com-
mon knowledge that they rank with
the foremost institutions of their kind
in America. It is the purpose of this

article however, to discuss only the
latter.

School For the Deaf and Dumb.
On an elevated plateau, overlook-

ing the town of Morganton, and the

rich valleys of the Catawba and Johns
river, with the blue and girdling
mountain sweeping around it from
every angle, is located the school. In-
telligent minds and competent hands
have wrought marvels on this spot,

dedicated to the development of those
who could not help themsglves. The
near and distant scenery is that of
which the poets dream; while the re-
gion round about is known far and
wide for the salubrity of its clime.

The main building is one of the lar-
gest and most commodious iq the Uni-
ted States, and is considered by ex-
perts as one of the best arranged.

The plant as equipped is valued
at about $220,000. There are three
hundred and twenty acres of land in
the school property, of which one
hundred and seventy-five is in actual
cultivation.

The school opened in 1894 with 102
pupils and seven teachers. There are
now twenty-one regular teachers, five
industrial teachers and 242 children.

Schools.
There are two distinct departments,

oral and manual, both covering the
course taught in the public schools of

the State. In the oral department the
children are taught speech and speech
reading, using the same studies as are
taught in the manual department. Un-

der the practiced eye and hand of
Mrs. S. C. Betts, all the children are
taught free-hand drawing. In visit-
ing the school a few days since it was
my pleasure to go through a part of
the oral department, visiting the first,
grade, the fourth grade and the last,
or ninth grade, and what I saw in
mind development, and in speech and
speech-reading, was simply a revela-
tion to me. The entire oral depart-
ment is in charge of Mrs. E. G. Hurd,
who naturally gifted, highly educated,
and proud of her profession, is per-
haps the equal of any teacher in her
line on She continent. She has a spe-
cially fine corps of assistants, all

trained and skilled in their work.
Miss Sibelle King, who has charge of
the primary grade, and Miss Francos
Bell, of the fourth grade, impressed
me as being specially fine teachers.
The aptness of their pupils is more
eloquent of their achievement than
any words of mine. I speak of them
as I saw only their work and that of
Mr. Hurd which was of a high stand-
ard of merit. My information and be-
lief is, that all the teachers in the oral
and in the manual department as
well, are the best that can be had.
When it is known that David IB Til-
linghast is at the head of the manual
department,—that alone is a guaran-
tee of its excellence for the name of
Tillinghast is the synonym for broad
culture and lofty ideals.

Oral Department.
As the value of the manual depart-

ment is so universally recognized and
as there is some skepticism as to ttie
real worth of oral teaching. T trust
your readers appreciate the following

somewhat extended account of it.
There have been 118 pupils under

instruction in the oral department of
this school during the past year. These
children when born deaf, or when
made deaf at an early age, have no
speech, and no language, because they
have never heard speech and lan-
guage. When they are admitted to
this department, at the age of about
eight years, they do not know their
names, they do not know the names
of the most common objects, which
they have seen all their lives.

They are placed in classes under
trained teachers, who patiently work
with each child, in turn teaching him
to watch and to imitate the move-
ments of the lips, then to feel the
vibration of the voice, and to imitate
it until the child is able to speak
words quite distinctly. He is taught
what these words mean and then, step
by step, he is taught to use two qr
more words In proper order to ex-
press his thoughts—that is, to say
something. A pupil In school one
year spoke this sentence: “A boy lost
his knife and found it.” He is also
taught to write and read and, as he
passes from grade to grade—for the
work is as carefully planned and grad-
ed as in schools for the hearing chil-

dren —he becomes able to express
himself well.

i Pupils in the fourth grade are able
to work practical problems in addi-
tion. subtraction, multiplication and
division; to converse about themselves


