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Jefferson’s Contribution to the Free Press
(Continued from Second Page.)

cause it is levellel against the right
oi freely examining public charac-
ters and measures, and ol free com-
munication among the people thereon,

which has ever been justly deemed
the only effectual guardian of every
other right"

Jefferson, seeing the coming of the
Sedition Law before It was enacted,
was gathering ammunition with which
to attack it before it was on the

statute books. Writing to Mr. Madi-
son April 26th, 1708, he prophesied
thus: ‘‘One of the war party, in a lit
of passion, declared sometime ago

they would pass a citizen bill, an
alien bill, and a sedition bill, accord-
ingly, some days ago, Ooit laid a mo-
tion on the table of the House of Rep-

resentatives for modifying the citizen
law. Their thrvts point at Gails tin,
and it is believed they will endeavor to
reach him by this bill. Yesterday Mr.
Hillhouse laid on the table oi' the
Senate a motion for giving power to
send away suspected aliens. This is
understood to be meant for Volney
and Collot. But it will not stop there
when it gets in a course IJor execu-
tion. There is now only wanting, to
accomplish the whole declaration be-
fore mentioned, a sedition bill, which
we shall certainly soon see proposed.”
In November of the same year he

wrote to John Taylor: “For the pres-
ent, I should be for resolving the
Alien and Sedition laws to be against

the Constitution and merely void, and
for addressing the other States to ob-
tain similar declarations: and I would
not do anything at this moment which
should commit us further, hut reserve
ourselves to shape our future meas-
ures, or no measures, by the events

which may happen.”
In the same year he wrote to Madi-

son of the threat of an alien and sedi-
tion bill, and of the sedition bill said:

“The object of that is the suppression
of the Whig presses, Bathe’s has been
particularly named. That paper and
also Carey’s totter for want of sub-
scriptions. We would really exert our-
selves to procure them for if these pa-

pers fail, republicanism will be en-
tirely brow-beaten.”

In' June, 1799, seeing the fulfillment
of his prophecy, he commenced the
agitation for the repeal of the law
that abridged the freedom of speech
and wrote to Madison as follows:

“They have brought into the lower
Hdiis*1 a sedition bill, which, among

other enormities, undertakes to make
printing certain matters criminal,
though one of the amendments to die

Constitution has so expressly taken

religion, printing presses, etc., out of

their coercion. Indeed, this bill, and

the alien bill are both so palpably in
the teeth of the Constitution as to

show they mean to pay no respect to

it.”
Tie followed closely every act and

speech attending the passage of the
objectionable law, and all subsequent

debates on it, and gave this pen-pic-
ture in a letter to Mr. Madison, in

February, 179'J, of a scene in the

House of Representatives: “Yester-
day witnessed a. scandalous scene in
the House of Representatives. It was
the day for taking up the report of

their committee against the Alien and
Sedition laws, etc. They (the Feder-
alists) held a caucus and determined
that a word should not be spoken on
their side, in answer to anything that
should be said on the other. Gallatin
took up the Alien, and Nicholas the

Sedition law; but after a little while
of common silence, they began to en-
ter into loud conversations, laugh,

cough, etc., so that the last hour of

these gentlemen’s speaking, they must

have had the lungs of a vendue mas-
ter to have been heard. Livingston,
however, attempted to speak. But af-

ter a few sentences, the Speaker call-

ed him to order, and told him what
he was saying was not to the question.
It was impossible to proceed. The
question was carried in favor of the
report, 52 to 48: the r*til strength ol'

the two parties is 56 to 50.”
Again, to Madison in the same year,

he wrote: “Petitions and remon-
strances against the Alien and Sedi-
tion laws are coming from different
parts of New York. New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. * * * I am in hopes Vir-

ginia will stand so countenanced by
those States as to repress the wishes
of the Government to coerce her,
which they might venture on if they

supposed she would be left alone.
Firmness on our part, but a passive

firmness, is the true course. Any-
thing rash or threatening might check
the favorable dispositions of these

Middle States, and rally them again

aroflnd the measures which are ruin-
ing us."

With the instinct of the political
seer he looks into the future and sees
that [if the opponents of that law con-
tent themselves with firm and orderly
protests], the attempt to abridge the
freedom of the press will destroy the
Federal party. Writing to Edward
Pendleton in February, 1799, he said:
“In Pennsylvania, we fear that the
ill-designing may produce insurrec-
tion (against the Alien and Sedition
Laws). Nothing could be so fatal.
Anything like force would check the
progress of the public opinion, and
rally them around the government.
This is not the kind of opposition the
American people will permit. But keep
away all show of force, and they will
bear down the evil propensities of the
government, by the constitutional
means of election and petition.” In
the same month he wrote thus to
Archibald Stuart: “Several parts of
this State (Pennsylvania) are so vio-
lent that wo fear an insurrection. This
will be brought about by some if they
can. It is the only thing we have to
fear. The appearance of an attack
of force against e government would
check the present current of the Mid-
dle States, and rally them around the
government; whereas, if suffered to
go on it will pass on to a reformation
of abuses.”

He believed that the Alien and Se-
dition Law was hut the tirst step in
converting the republic into a virtual
monarchy, for in 17 99 he wrote to S.
T. Mason: “I consider these laws as
merely an experiment on the American
inind, to see how far it will bear an
avowed violation of the Constitution.
If this goes down, we shall immedi-
ately see attempted another act of

Congress, declaring that the President
shall continue in office during life, re-
serving to another occasion the trans-
fer of the succession to the heirs, and
tht establishment of the Senate for
life. At least, this may be the aim of
the Oliverians, while Monk and the
Cavaliers, (who are perhaps the
strongest), may be playing their game
lor the restoration of his most gra-
cious Majesty, George 111. That these
things are in contemplation, I have no
doubt; nor can I be confident of their
failure, after the dupery of which our
country men have shown themselves
susceptible.”

When Jefferson was elected to the
presidency the Alien and Sedition laws
were speedily repealed and all persons
convicted or awaiting trial under them
were at once pardoned or released.

Referring to his actions, with refer-
ence to persons convicted under the
Sedition Law, lie wrote to Mrs. John
Adams in July, 1 804: “I discharged
every person under punishment or
prosecution under the Sedition law, be-

cause 1 considered and now consider
that law to be a nullity, sis absolute
and .os palpable as if Congress had
ordered us, to lull down and worship a
golden image; and that it was as
much my duty to arrest its execution
in evei*y stage, sis it would have been
to have rescued from the fiery furn-
ace those who should have been cast
into it for refusing to worship the im-
age. It was accordingly done in every
instance, without sisking what the of-
fenders had done, or against whom
they had offended, but whether the
pains they were suffering were indict-
ed under the pretended Sedition law."

During his administration, some of
Mr. Jefferson's over zealous friends in
Connecticut had instituted a prosecu-
tion against a clergyman in that State,
for a libel against the President, from
the pulpit. As soon as he was in-
formed of it, Mr. Jefferson wrote to
Mr. Granger, tin* Postmaster-General,
then in Connecticut, that “he had laid
it down as a law to himself, to take
no notice of the thousand calumnies
issued against him, but to trust Ids
character to his own conduct and file
candour of his fellow citizens, that he
had no reason to be dissatisfied with
that course, and was unwilling it
should be broken through.’ He tHf>re-
fore desired him to request the district
attorney to dismiss the prosecution.
Having afterwards heard of subpoenas

for witnesses, lie made a peremptory
request to the same effect. The dis-
trict attorney did dismiss the prosecu-
tion, and accompanied tlie dismission
with the avowal that the court had no
jurisdiction over libels. There were
other prosecutions, of whieh he had

no previous knowledge but they were
all dismissed at the same time. The
clergyman afterwards, in a letter to
Mr. Granger, discovered all personal
ill will to Mr. Jefferson, and solemnly
declared he had not uttered the words
charged. These prosecutions were dis-
missed. as Tucker says in his “Life of
Jefferson,” on the same grounds as lie
had himself acted on in the case of
Duane, Calender, and others, in con-
sidering tiie Sedition law unconstitu-
tional.

In a letter to Mr. Granger in 1814,
Mr. Jefferson wrote: “With respect
to the dismission of the prosecutions
for sedition*in Connecticut, it is well
known to have been a tenet of the re-
publican portion of our fellow citi-
zens, that the Sedition Law was con-
trary to the Constitution, and, there-
fore, void. On this ground I consider-
ed it as a nullity whenever I met it in

the course of my duties: and on this
ground I directed nolle prosequis in
all the prosecutions which had been
instituted under it: and, as fur as the
public sentiment can be inferred from
the occurrences of the day, we must
say that this opinion had the sanction
of the nation. The prosecutions,
therefore, whieh were afterwards in-
stituted in Connecticut, of which two
were against printers, two against

preachers, and one against a judge,
were too inconsistent with this prin-
ciple to be permitted to go on. We
were bound to administer to others
the same measure of law, not which
they had meted to us, but we to our-
selves. and to extend to all equally the
protection of the same constitutional
principles. These prosecutions, too,
were chiefly for charges against my-
self, and I had from the beginning
laid it down as a rule to notice noth-
ing of the kind. I believe that the
long course of services in. which 1 had
acted on the public stage, and under
the eye of my fellow citizens, furnish-
ed better evidence to them of my char-
acter and principles, than the angry
invectives of adverse partisans in
whose eyes the very acts most ap-
proved by the majority were subjects
of the greatest demerit and censure.
These prosecutions against them
therefore, were to be dismissed as a
matter of duty.”

Why did Mr. Jefferson maintain
silence when unjustly accused and
why did lie prevent the prosecution of
men who had slandered him? The
answer is found in his own words. He
profoundly believed that, while a free
press would often wound and tem-
porarily injure, ten thousand times
more evil would follow censorship or
prosecutions than to trust to the in-
nate good sense of the public to sep-
arate the true from the false, and, be-
fore Emerson put in into an axiom,
Jefferson was confident of this truth:
“A man passes for what he is worth.
Very idle is all curiosity concerning
other people’s estimate of us, and idle
is all fear of remaining unknown. If
a. man know that he can do anything
—that he can do it better than any
one else—he lias a pledge of the ac-
knowledgement of that fact by all per-
sons. The world is full of judgment
days, and into every assembly that a
man enters, in every action that lie
attempts, he is gauged and stamped.”
His conviction upon that point was
put into an epigram in a letter to
Thomas Seymore in February, 1807.
He wrote: “The press is impotent
when it abandons it.self to falsehood."
That truth he more fully emphasized
and elaborated in a long letter to Mr.
Seymore, from which the following-
extracts are taken* “Conscious that
there was not a truth on earth which
l feared should be known, l have lent
myself willinglyas the subject of a
great experiment, which was to prove
that an administration, conducting
itself with integrity and common
understanding, cannot he battered
down, even by the falsehoods of a
licentious press, and consequently still
less by the prbss as restrained within
legal and wholesome limits of truth.
This experiment was wanting for the
world to demonstrate the falsehood of
the pretext that freedom of the press
Is incompatible with orderly govern-
ment. I have never, therefore, even
contradicted the thousands of calum-
nies so industriously propagated
against myself. But the fact being

once established, that the press is im-
potent when it abandons itself to

falsehood. 1 leave to others to restore
it to its strength, by recalling it within
the pale of truth. Within that, it is
a noble institution, equally the friend
of science and of civil liberty.”

Though Matthew Lyon, soldier,
patriot, printer, was put in jail in Con-
necticut because he accused Mr.
Adams of avarice, vanity and childish
love of pomp, the result of the prose-
cution of Mr. Lyon proved the wisdom
of Mr. Jefferson’s view of "getting
along \\ ithout public prosecutions for
libels. '

The Connecticut people ex-
pressed their disapproval of the pros-
ecution of Lyon's by re-electing him
to Congress while he lay in jail. To
Levi Lincoln In 1802, after he had
liberated the men prosecuted under
the Sedition laws. Mr. Jefferson wrote,
I would wish much to see the experi-

ment tried of setting along without
public prosecutions for libels, 1 be-
lieve we cun do it. Batlence and well

doing, instead of punishment, if it can
he found sufficiently efficacious, would

be a happy change in the instruments

of government.”
The best place to find Jefferson’s

mature and real views are in his acts
—the conspicuous part lie bore in in-
corporating the guarantee of freedom
of the press in State constitutions;
the prominent place he gave to this

in every constitution or bill of rights
he suggested or drafted; his forcing
into tiie Federal Constitution the pro-

vision that no laws should be passed
abridging the liberty of the press;
his sincere, courageous and effective
fight against the unconstitutional and
wicked sedition law: his recommenda-
tions in state papers; his inaugural
addresses and the general trend oi his
writings and actions.

In his first inaugural address, Mr.
Jefferson was on the mountain top of

faith in tiie people and devotion to j
the freedom ol' the press, and his con-,

victions then may lie summed up in
this sentence in a letter to Charles
Yancey: “Where tiie mess is free and
every man able to read, all is safe.”
In his first inaugural address he said:
“Freedom of tiie press I deem (one of
the) essential principles of our gov-

ernment and consequently (one)
which ought to shape its administra- ,
tion.” In the same address, among
the essential principles of government
he enumerated “the diffusion of in- !
formation, and arraignment of all
abuses at the bar of public reason; ,
freedom of religion, freedom of the j
press, and freedom of the person,
under protection of the habeas cor-
pus; and trial by juries impartially se- ¦
lected.”

Between his first inaugural address '
and the second Mr. Jefferson and his
administration had been the recipient I
of a steady stream of misrepresenta- |
tion and abuse from the press hostile
to his prinieples and those of the
party lie had founded. In his second
inaugural lie felt called upon to refer
to the studied and continued attacks,
but instead of recommending some
other measure of suppression or the ’
re-enactment of the Sedition law, he
used the incident to enforce his abid-
ing faith in his creed: "The liberty of!
speaking and writing guards our other i
liberties.” Printing lias been said to j
be "the art preservative of arts.” It'
is equally true that the free press is
tiie preservative of all freedom.

In his second inaugural address, Mr. I
Jefferson, while cpmmenting with se- j
verity upon the lengths to which a
licentious press had gone in misrep- ,
resenting his administration, used tiie ¦
abuse of their liberty and its failure to ;
accomplish its purpose to injure, as I
the perfect and complete vindication 1
of tln> position he had always main- 1
tained. He said:

“During this course of administra- I
tion, and in order to disturb it, the !
artillery of the press lias been lev- ]
elled against us, charged with what-
soever its licentiousness could devise |
or dare. These abuses of an institu-
tion so important to freedom and sci-
ence are deeply to be regretted, inas-
much as they tend to lessen its use- j
fulness and to sap its safety. They
might, indeed, have been corrected by

the wholesome punishments reserved
and provided by the laws of the sev-
eral States against falsehood and de- j
tarnation; but public duties more ur-
gent press on the time of public ser- ,
vants, and tin* offenders have there- •
fore been left to find their punish- <
rnent in tiie public indignation.

“Nor was it uninteresting to the.
world, that an experiment should be
fairly and fully made, whether free-,
dom of discussion, unaided by power, |
is not sufficient for tin* propagation [
and protection of truth? Whether a
government, conducting itself in the 1
true spirit of its constitution, with
zeal and purity, and doing no act
which it would be unwillingthe whole
world should witness, can be written
down by falsehood and defamation?*
The experiment has been tried. You
have witnessed the scene. Our fel - i
low-citizens have looked on cool and
collected. They saw the latent source I
from which these outrages proceeded. |
They gathered around their public j
functionaries; and, when the Const!tU- ,
tion called them to the decision by j
suffrage, they pronounced their ver- j
diet, honorable to those who had ser- *
ved them, and consolatory to the ¦
friend of man, who believes he may
be intrusted with his own affairs.

“No inference is here intended ?nat
the laws provided by the State a.gainsi
false and defamatory publications
should not be enforced. He. who has
time, renders a service to public mor-
als and public tranquility in reforming
these abuses by the salutary coercions
of the law. But the experiment is
noted to prove that, since truth and
reason have maintained their ground
against false opinions, in league with
false facts, the press, confined to i
truth, needs no other legal restraint.'!
The public judgment will correct false
reasonings and opinions, on a full i
hearing of all parties; and no other !
definite line can be drawn between j
the inestimable liberty of the press j
and its demoralizing licentiousness. |
If there be stiil improprieties whieh j
this rule would not restrain, its sup- I
pleinent must be sought in the cen- tsorship of public opinion.”

But, though he never wavered in I
his faith in the blessings of a free
press, Mr. Jefferson was so hunted by
tiie hyenas of a malignant and seur-
rilous personal journalism, that he !
often gave expression to his sense of I
outrage at the misrepresentations of I
his character and views, in language j
that has been twisted into the idea
that he came, in his latter years, to j
doubt hjs early belief that the press'
should be unrestrained. Such expres-
sions were always uttered or written
hastily while he was smarting under
v hat he knew to be undeserved criti-
cism and abuse, as will be seen by
extracts from private letters written I
by him. These letters were not writ- |
ten for publication. In them he was
merely thinking aloud. They convey]
only a passing wave of indignation!
that often causes a man to speak ve-•
hemently to his friend of sense of,
injustice. It is therefore not just to,
accept such expressions as his de- j
liberate and well considered convic-
tions.

If any public man ever had the,
right to rail at the press, that man
was Mr. Jefferson, who was abused I
and vilified by a portion of it, from !
the day he secured the repeal of the
law of primogeniture in Virginia, al-
most to the day of his death. Writ-
ing of his tight against Mr. Pendle-
ton’s compromise proposing to give
the elder son a double portion, in his i
Autobiography, Mr. Jefferson thus!
gives the substance of his reply: “I
observed (hat if the eldest son could !
eat twice as much, or do double work
it might be a natural evidence of his
right to a double portion; but being
on a par in his powers and wants
with his brothers and sisters, he’
should be on a par also in the parti- j
tion of the patrimony; and such was
the decision of the other members" |
In taking that stand, then almost rev-
olutionary, Mr. Jefferson brought*
down upon his head, then and ever I
afterwards, the wrath of two classes' i
First, those who stand for all forms
of special privilege—as primogenf-1
ture, church establishment, protec-’
tion to particular interests, belief in

(Continued on Page Five.)

We Shall Buy a Million
Bottles of Liquozone and Give Them to the Sick.

We have purchased for SIOO,OOO the
American rights to Liquozone. We
thus control the only way to kill
germs in the body and. end a germ dis-
ease. We want the sick to know this
product, and at once. So we make
this remarkable ofTer. We will buy a
million 50c bottles and give them to
a million sick ones. Will you—if you
need it—let us buy one for you?

Costs $500,000.

We publish this offer in every great
newspaper in America. The cost of
the offer, we expect, will reach $500,-
000. We pay that price because it
seems the only way to quickly let the
sick know what Liquozone does.

The greatest value of Liquozone lies
in the fact that it kills germs in the
body without killing the tissues, too.
And no man knows another way to do
it. Any drug that kills germs is a
poison, and it cannot be taken in-
ternally. Every physician knows that
medicine is almost helpless in any
germ disease.

Liquozone does in germ troubles
what all the drugs, all the skill in the
world, cannot do without it. It cures
diseases which medicine never cures.

Acts LiKe Oxygen.
Liquozone is the result of a process

which men have spent over 20 years in
perfecting. Its virtues are derived

solely from gas, made in large part
from the best oxygen producers. By
a process requiring immense apparatus

and 14 days’ time, these gases are
made part of the liquid product.

The result is a product .that does
what oxygen does. Oxygen gas, as
you know, is the very source of vital-
ity. Liquozone is a vitalizing tonic

with which no other known product
can compare. Bui germs are veget-
ables; and Liquozone—like an excess
of oxygen—is deadly to vegetal mat-

ter. Yet this wonderful product which
no germ can resist, is, to the human
body, the most essential element of
life.

Germ Diseases.
These are the known germ diseases.

All that medicine can do for these
troubles is to help Nature overcome
the germs, and such results are indi-
rect and uncertain. Liquozone kills
the germs, wherever they are, and the
results are inevitable. By destroying
the cause of the trouble, it invariably
ends the disease, and forever.

Asthma Hay Fever—lnfluent*
Absceßs—Anemia Kidney Diseases
Bronchitis La Grippe
Blood Poison Leucorrhea
Bright’s Disease Liver Troubles
Bowel Troubles Malaria— Neuralgia *

Coughs—Colds Many Heart Troubles
Consumption Piles-Pneumonia
Colic—Croup Pleurisy—quinsy
Constipation Rheumatism
Catarrh—Cancer Skin Diseases
Dysentry—Diarrhea Scrofula—Syphlllls
Dandruff-Dropsy Stomach Troubles

Dyspepsia Throat Troubles
Eczema— Erysipelas Tuberculosis
Fevers— Gall Stones Tumors—Ulcere
Goitre—Gout Varlococele
Gonorrhea—Gleet Women’s Diseases

All diseases that begin with fever all inflarama*
tion—all catarrh—all contagious diseases—all the
results of Impure or poisonous blood.

In nervous debility Liquozone acts as a vltaUxer,
accomplishing what no drugs can do.

50c. Bottle Free.
If you need Liquozone, and havd

never tried it, please v send us this
coupon. We will then mail you an or-
der on your local druggist for a full-
size bottle, and we will pay your drug-
gist ourselves for it. This is our free
gift,, made to convince you; to show
you what Liquozone is, and what it
can do. In justice to yourself, please
accept it to-day, for it places you un-
der no obligation whatever.

Liquozone costs 50c. and sl.

CUT OUT THIS COUPON
for this offer may not appear again. Fill out
the blanks and mail it to the Liquid O2one Co.,
458-460 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

My disease is
I have never tried Liquozone, but if you will

supply me a 60c. bottle free I will take it,

1
H F Give full address—write plainly.

Any physician or hospital not yet using Llqui
will he gladly supplied fur a test.
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A Little Union Scout

\

A Civil War Novel from the Southern side
by a gifted Southerner —Joel Chandler Harris

/

Love, war and a girl spy in the Tennessee borderland. General ’

t Bedford Forrest, so misunderstood by historians, is shown as his
r dashing, bluff, kindly self. A charming story that reaches the heart'

In this picture, Carroll
Shannon, the hero, stands
before General Forrest,

who is commissioning
him to capture Captain
Frank Leroy, dead or

alive. How Leroy turns
out to be

“

The Little
Union Scout,” who in
turn becomes Shannon’s
sweetheart, the story tells

Get it from any Bookseller
8 illustrations in color; $1.25

McClure, Phillips & Co., N. Y.
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Harris Lithia Water
has no g> e e

among' the Mineral Waters of the World
Read the following; unsolicited words of praise from Promi-
nent people ( f this locality. We have hundreds of equally
strong testimonials from equally prominent people in every
section of the United States, Write us for booklet, price list
and name of your nearest dealer.

Raleigh, N. C.
The Harris Lithia Springs Co., Harris

Springs. S. C.:
Gentlemen —It gives me pleasure to

say that T have used Harris Lithia
Water at various times during the last
four years and have found it a pure
and wholesome water, and consider it
one of the very best Lithia Waters on
the market.

1 used it through a spell of Typhoid
Fever I had, and found it very' efiiog-
eious, and attribute the comparatively
mild case I had as much to the use of
this water as anything else I can
heartily recommend this water, and
remain .yours truly,

WILLIAM H. WILLIAMSON.
Tryon, N. C.

The Harris Lithia Springs Co., Harris
Springs, S, C.:
Gentlemen—l have used Harris

Lithia Water for several years, and it
has always given me good results in
troubles of the liver and kidneys—es-
pecially good in those conditions re-
sulting from a gouty diathesis and
secretions. Respectfully,

EARLE GRADY, M. D.,
Supt. of Health, Polk Co., N. C.

Raleigh, N. C.
The Harris Lithia Springs Co., Harris

Springs, S. C.: .

Gentleman —I have used Harris
Lithia Water exclusively for more

than three years, always drinking as
much as five glasses? daily.

Icannot estimate the extent of ben-

efit 1 have derived from its use. To
me it is invaluable.

It gives me great .pleasure to recom-
mend it.

Yours truly.
MRS. ANNIE S. SKINNER.

Charlotte, N. iT.
The Harris Lithia Springs Co., Harris

Springs, S. C.:
Gentlemen—l have been using Harris

Lithia Water in my family and for my
own personal use for something over a
year, and 1 consider it one ol the best
lithia waters I know of. I think it is a
good preventative for rheumatism, and I
believe 1 have been greatly benefitted
bv its use. i am, yours very truly,

A; H. WASHBURN.

Harris Lithia Springs Co.,
Sole Owners and Managers, Harris Springs, S. C.

Harris Lithia Springs Hotel is an ideal Summer Resort. Most famous Lithia Water free to
guests. For rates, etc., write to C. E. HOOPER. Lessee, Harris Springs, S. C.
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