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MORNING TONIC.
(Alcaeus.)

It is not the stones of .a city, well
built in, but brave men, that are the
bulwark of a city.

JEFFERSON’S CONTRIBUTION TO
THE FREE PRESS

In each volume of “the Writings of

Thomas Jefferson” being published
by the Jefferson Memorial Association

and edited by Hon. Andrew A. Lips-
comb. president of the Board of Gov-
ernors, there appears, a preface by

some living man on some phase of

Jefferson’s service to his country. In
the lirst volume. Senator Hour wrote

on “Jefferson and the Declaration of

Independence.” In one volume Hon.
Charles Emory Smith wrote on “Jef-

ferson and the Louisiana Purchase."
In the last volume the prefatory ar-
ticle was written by Judge Alton B.

Parker, Chief Justice of the Court of

Appeals of the State of New York.
In the forthcoming volume the pre-

fatory' article will be “Jefferson's
Contribution to the Free Press,” writ-

ten by Mr. Josephus Daniels, editor of

The News and Observer. Inasmuch
the subject matter of that article is

of special public interest in North

Carolina at this time we are permitted

to print today the full text of it from
the advance sheets of the next volume

of “The Writings of Thomas Jeffer-

son.' It is a little remarkable that

the editor of The News and Observer

should have completed in May of this

year an article on a subject which

was so shortly to become of such vital
interest to him.

TWO ABLE CAROLINIANS.

At the meeting of the University

trustees last week. Mr. Thomas Ruf-

iin, associate professor of law, resigned

and will practise law in Charlotte. He

has made reputation at Chapel Hill

as lawyer and instructor and his

resignation is regretted. He bears a

j.ame synonymous with judicial learn-

ing and personal probity. He is worthy

to wear the name Thomas Ruffin and
we look to see him the third of the
name to honor the Supreme Court

bench of his native State.

The State is to be congratulated that

Mr. Lucius P. McGehee has been
chosen to succeed Mr. Ruffin. Mr. Mc-

Gehee graduated at the University

in 1885 with the highest marks ever

received by any student since Petti-

grew and Ransom made high water

marks over half a century ago. Since

graduation he has held a position as

editor in a great law publishing house

in New York. He began as a junior edi-

tor, on a small salary. By his ability,

industry and capacity he was ad-

vanced to the highest place in editing

law publications. Mr. McGehee is a

son of the late Hon. Mont ford McGe-
hee and loves his native State, which
will warmly welcome him back home.

THE 'WORD “CONSERVATIVE.”

“Conservative” is one of the best

words in the world, but like liberty

many crimes are committed in its

name. Those papers that were silent
or that “winked at” the Littlefield
bond stealing called themselves “con-

servative papers” and abused Joe

Turner as “a Radical” because he ex-

posed the crimes of the carpet-baggers
and swindlers.

Littlefield’s gigantic schemes have

had no parallel in North Carolina un-

til the conspiracy which culminated in

the appointment by Judge Purnell of

a man under indictment for a felony

as receiver of property worth $1,800,-
000. Then, as now, the papers that

called themselves “conservative” were

silent, “winked at” the crimes, or

openly defended them.

THE SERVICE OF JAMES BU-

CHANAN.

Not a few people have underesti-
mated the ability and signal service

to his country of James Buchanan.
As member of Congress, diplomat,

president his career was distinguished

by moderation, devotion to constitu-
tional rights, and patriotic achieve-
ment. He was the author of section

725 of the Revised Statutes, which in
plain terms deprives Federal Judges

of the right to punish for -contempt.

If he had done nothing else to serve
his country, that one act would have

entitled James Buchanan to the ever-
lasting gratitude of all men who be-

lieve in the right to think and speak

without restraint —“the right whit

guards all our liberties.”

“In jail or out of jail” is still put

on the outside of many letters ad-

dressed to the editor of The News anil
Observer. f
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TWO HISTORIC SCENES—“THE

PEOPLE RULE AND GOD IS IN

THE SKY.”

Twice in (lie history of North Caro-
lina have attempts been made to de-
stroy the freedom of the press. Each
attempt involved an attack upon per-
sonal lilierty and a denial of the right
of appeal. Each attempt aroused tin*
wrath of a liberty-loving people; and.
hut for the interference ol' it righteous

judge using licit power most sacred to
Anglo-Saxons, the great writ of hab-

eas corpus, each attempt would have

culminated in a whirlwind of popular
indignation too terrible to picture. The

annuls of North Carolina tell in un-

mistakable terms tiie fate of those
who in official station have attacked
the lilierty of its citizens.

Thirty-four years ago. when the
State, prostrate under the heel of Fed-
eral soldiers, was daily plundered and
degraded by carpet-baggers and scala-
wags when public revenues were

squandered anti public bonds issued
and public franchises granted without

Veturu of value to tiie tax-payers;

when aliens and negroes and renegade

natives mismanaged the State's rail-

roads and plundered its public institu-
tions for education anti charity: when
the real citizens of North Carolina, its

men of intelligence, character and

property, were as powerless as the

dead in tiie management of its prop-

erty and public affairs: then it was

that Josiali Turner, Jr., editor of the
.Sentinel, spoke out day after

day in tones so loud, so clear, so ring-

ing. so alarming, and so defiant, that
he enraged ami frightened the desper-

ate crew who had banded together for
plunder of tin* State. He was seized

b> Kirk under Holden’s orders and
east into jail. Judicial hearing was

denied: the right of appeal was de-
nied; bail was denied. The Republi-

can Chief Justice of the State, acting
under Holden’s orders, refused to is-

sue the writ of habeas corpus and de-

clared that in the fat*e of imprison-

ment by order of the Governor, "the
power of the judiciary was exhausted.”
Application was then made to George

W. Brooks, Federal District Judges at

Elizabeth City, for the writ of habeas
corpus. The messenger to the judge
from the people of North Carolina was

the peerless Ransom. The whole

Slate was amused and indignant. It
was on the verge of civil war. The
writ was issued. Judge Brooks, with
conscience aroused and mind con-

vinced ami heart touched by tin* elo-
quence of Ransom, came to Raleigh

for the hearing: and. in a scene mem-

orable in our annals, surrounded by

the bar of the city and many of the
State’s leading lawyers and citizens,

with a vast concourse of people surg-

ing through the building and around
it. with the prisoners. Turner and
Kerr and others, representing tin* out-

raged sovereignty of North Carolina
and oppressed freedom of speech, re-

leased the prisoners front captivity

and restored again to tiie sovereign

people the sceptre of power. It was a

scene never to lie forgot ten.

And now. after lapse of nearly half

a century, this glorious and yet unhap-

py scene is re-enacted. Again public

plunder is the motive; again aliens
aided by natives have combined

to wrest from the State control of its

property; again exposure of their

plops calls for daily denunciation in
the press; agsiin blood is hot. feeling
runs high and the atmosphere is

charged with lightning; again the
freedom of the press is attacked and
personal liberty denied: again, contra-

ry to law, tiie editor of tin* most wide-
ly circulated pai>ei* in tin*
State is arrested and confined for crit-
icising tlio acts of a judge
who had ap|H>inlcd as receiver of the

State’s property a man under indict-
ment in the Stale courts for conspiracy

to destroy that very pro|>erty. Again

the State’s lirst lawyers—(Jarvis,

Woodard, Gray, Busliee, Pou, Wom-
ack, Winston, Holding anti Watson)
come to the defense of tiie editor im-

prisoned unjustly and illegally. Again
the right of ap|M*al is denied, again

bail is denied. Silence—Silence*—
Silence —must lie enforced. To s|H*ak
out for tiie rights of the State is.—
contempt of Court! To plead against
a damnable conspiracy against the

property anti the sovereignty of North
Carolina. —is contempt of court! Sil-
ence—Silence —

" I am Sir Oracle,”
“And, when I ope my lips, let no

dog bark."
But the hour of deliverance is at

hand—again a Federal Judge, Jeter C.
l'riteliard, of tiie Circuit Court, grants
(lit* writ of habeas corpus; again tin*

hearing is at Raleigh; again tiie liar of

the city, the leading citizens of the

State and the heart of tiie whole State
(ill the court room, and surging
crowds overflow the building—Anoth-
er jieerless orator, the brilliant and
incisive Robert W. Winston, with
learning, with satire, with ridicule,
witii inexhaustible common sense and
irresistible power of argument, sweeps
the case out of court and restores in
triumph to the people the representa-

tive of freedom of speech and of the
sovereignty of the State.

May the two scenes live forever in
the minds of the people and the an-
nals of history to guard and preserve
us from the tyranny and
oppression of ignorance and rapac-
ity! May the names of Brooks
and Pritchard, live in letters of gold
wherever freedom of speech is es-
teemed! May judges and governors,
and all who are set in high places, re-
member that, “TIIE PEOPLE RULE.
AND GOD IS IN THE SKY!”

The Democrats of Franklin have
; nominated Frank S. Spruill, Esq., in

the House. That body will contain no

more able or eloquent man. He vill
be a leader of iliat body. Mo ha;

hoped to see him elector for the
State at large so that he could have
led in the national contest in this

State There* is no man who could
stir up the people or uphold Demo-
cratic principles with more ability
and power.

SUFFERS BY THE COMPARISON.

President Roosevelt has come to the

conclusion that all North Carolinians

are born orators. When he spoke at

the Charleston Exposition he was a
second to the eloquent Charles Brant-
ley Aycock, Governor of North t aro-

lina, and there was no comparison be-

tween the two speeches. Last week,

Maj. William McKendree Robbins
spoke with the President at Gettys-

burg. The North Carolinian, whose
eloquence moves and stirs the hearts
of men, made a speech that thrilled
the people, and the second time lie
had to play second fiddler to a North
Carolinian.

Hereafter when the President is in-
vited to speak from the same plat-

form he will plead “official business.”
He is not an orator and suffers in the
comparison.

The Taylorsville convention en-
dorsed Judge Bynum’s strictures upon

the Republican State Convention, The

Republican party will never have any

chance in North Carolina as long as
a few office-holders dictate its policy
for their own promotion and selfish
ends.

“Judge Pritchard puts another
crimp in Purnell” are the first big

head-lines in the Asheville Citizen’s

story

Spirit of the Press.
“Entitled to Redress Out of the Hide

ot His Detractor or Otherwise."
Charlotte Observer.

We trust that we have a due sense
of the rights of the press and a due
appreciation of the dignity of the vdi-
toiial profession. Yet, accustomed as
we are to look at both sides of all
questions, we cannot lose sight of the
fact that official servants and private
citizens have rights also, and that one
of these is the right to protection
from venomous attacks and aspersion
of their characters when they have
done nothing corruptly wrong. The
liberty of the press is one of the safe-

guards of the people, but liberty is

one thing and license another; and
any honest man, priest or layman,
who is persistently and with bad in-
tent, held up to the execration of the
world, is entitled to redress, out of
the hide of his detractor or otherwise.
Judge Purnell could hardly be ex-
pected to submit forever to the de-
traction of Mr. Daniels, which was
of such sort as to bring him into con-
tempt and his court into disrepute.
The red fire, the hurrah, the glorifica-
tion and the free advertising are inci-

dents of the case. The proposition,
iiowever, that the liberty of respe< t-
ful criticism is one thing and the li-

cense of abuse unotr.er, holds goo

Judge Purnell’s Action Upheld.
The Caucasian.

To read the News and Observer any

one might think that the whol ? State
is indignant at Judge Purnell’s action

in fining Mr. Josephus Daniels for
contempt of court. But the News and
Observer publishes only one side of
the case, and the other side is larger

than a reader of the News and «>n-
server might suppose. The following
editorial appeared in the Wednesday’s
issue of the Charlotte Observer. [Here

follows the editorial from the Char-

lotte Observer, printed elsewhere.- —

Editor.]

Will Not Play Shut Mouth.
Times-Mercury (Click’s Rep-Pop. Or-

gan.)
joe Daniels is the too! of the mu-

ch hie, and of course t’le machine pro-

o*es to stand to Inins, and cursed is
every one or all who do not join in

the chorus. But law-abiding citizens
will not play even shut mouth. Dem-

ocrats and Democratic papers con-
demn Mr. Daniels.

Cannot Afford to Be Silent.
Henderson Gold Leaf.

The strict silence editorially of cer-

tain newspapers with regard to the
contempt proceedings against Editor
Daniels is noticeable. This may or
may not be surprising. Their attitude
of indifference can lie accounted for in

one or two ways, either abject cow-

ardice or the green-eyed monster,

jealousy. But we want to say that
tills thing lias a greater significance

than its effect upon a single newspa-
per. It is infinitely more far-reach-
ing. Josephus Daniels might rot in
jail, ids paper might be confiscated
and suppressed and tiie loss could Im*

survived. But destroy tiie liberties
of the people, abridge the right ol

free speech and the freedom til the
press, and the result would be quite
different. .A great principle is involv-
ed and the press cannot aft or I to he

silent in this hour of Impert.od iree-

dom whether it admires and endorses
the course of Josephus Diiniels jsui

tin* News and Observer or not.

“In or Out of Jail."

Chapel Hill News.

“In jail or out of jail,” Joe Daniels
is thought more of today than h«?
ever was.

Manly and Patriotic.
Pilot Mountain News.

The stand taken by Editor Daniels
is manly and patriotic. “He’s not re-
tracting worth a cent.”

Covets Only the Confidence of tiie
People.

Smithfield Times.
Some of the citizens of this town

say they are for Josephus Daniels for
Governor or anything else he wants.

Couldn’t Keep Him There.

Madison Record.
The judge may put the editor in

jail but it won’t change the facts in
the case a bit.

A Little Change.

No, esteemed, it was not case of a
Daniels come to judgment, but a judg-
ment come to Daniels. At least, that
is what the judge me(a)nt.

For Liberty and Freedom.
Greenville Reflector.

A more masterly effort is seldom
penned than Editor Josephus Daniels’
personal word in the News and Obser-

ver, written while in tiie custody of
the United States Marshal. The occa-
sion seemed to give his pen an inspi-
ration to speak for liberty and free-
dom. Never were the sympathies of
all the people of the State more cen-
tered upon one man.

All Honor to Judge Pritchard.
Asheville Citizen.

North Carolina once more decrees
that the rights of the people and
press are living issues All honor to
Judge Pritchard!

Candidate for no Offiee.
The Harbinger.

Mr. Josephus Daniels has almost
the popularity at the present time as
did Joe Turner when lie was release d
from jail. Gubernatorial candidates
had better watch out.

Bond Steal Bad; of It.
Madison Record.

There is a nigger in the woodpile
sure, and if Editor Daniels of the
“News and Disturber” can scare the
coon out he should be voted a war
pension.

Coming to a Pretty Pass.
Louisburg Times.

It is coming to a pretty pass in the
free old State of North Carolina, when
the act of any public* man. even
though he be a judge, are above criti-
cism.

Prison Bars Cannot Quench It.
Maxton Scottish '’hief.

Can prison bars quench the spirit

that animates North Carolinians? No!
(lie sons of the patriots of the Revolu-
tion are ready today, to live or div
by principle, let it lead where it will.

Was Not Justified.
Charleston (S. C.) News and Courier.

We do not think there was anything
in what the Editor said in his news-
paper about the judge on the day pre-

ceding his arrest that justified the

court in holding him for contempt.

Would Crowd Out Moonshiners.
Durham Recorder.

The fining of Editor Daniels $2,000
for contempt has created comment on

all sides, and many wonder and ask

what next? Ifmen are to be lined for

expressing an opinion the Federal
prisons will have no room for moon-

shiners and postoffee raiders.

First of All, Full of Gratitude.
Greensboro Telegram.

If Josephus Daniels’ cup of joy isn't

running over now, we’d like to know

the reason. To win out with the whole
State looking on and applauding—-
that is something to make one feel

happy!

Honest Press Sands by Him.
Willlamston Enterprise.

Editor Daniels, of the News and
Observer, has taken a bold stand for
the freedom of the press. The honest
press of the State will stand by him,

and forever denounce any attempt to

curtail the freedom granted by our

Constitution.

To Fight for tiie Right.
Warren Record.

The people in this part of the Old
North State are with Joe Daniels and

he is gaining new friends. If he needs
assistance he only has to make his

wishes known. Long may he live and
continue to fight for the right.

Conservative* pa|M*rs act in the in-
terest of radicalism when lliey oppose

tiiat course."

Have No Respect for Purnell.

Elm City Elevator.

The highest and most desirable con-

sideration with a man in public life
should be the respect, esteem and
commendation of his fellowmen. By

this standard of measurement Judge
Purnell has certainly been worsted,

even should Mr. Daniels pay tiie fine

or go to jail.

Admire His Stand.

Winston Sentinel.
It was not necessary to call out the

militia in order to get the Atlantic
and North Carolina Railroad out of
the hands of the receivers, hut the

Governor meant business all the same
and weiidmire his stand for the inter-

ests and dignity of the State.

Ilarly a Parallel.
Asheville Gleaner.

This action of Judge Purnell has
caused a sensation that has hardly a
parallel in this State, and the outcome

of it will be watched with eager in-

terest by the press throughout the

country, in that it may determine the
limitations of free speech and free

press in this great liberty-loving coun-
try.

Mr. Daniels Sustained.
Scotland Nock Commonwealth.

From what has appeared in print
and from what the people say in con-
versation. the press and the people of

the State will stand by Editor Daniels
in defense of the State’s rights, and in
his criticisms of matters pertaining to
the Atlantic & North Carolina Rail-
road. Judge Purnell is generally con-
demned.

Spirit of Liberty Still Dominant.
Aberdeen Telegram.

Our people are indignant at the ar-
rest and fining of Josephus aniels,

editor qf the News and Observer.
$2,000 by Judge Parnell at Raleigh

last Tuesday. The mighty protest

that is going up from all over the
State show's that the spirit of liberty
and freedom of the press that ani-

mated our forefathers is still domi-
nant in the hearts of North Caro-
linians.

There Are a Few “Me Tops.”

Charlotte Observer.
It is noticeable that the honorable

press of the State, which is jealous of
its rights, but recognizes that others
have rights also, is not unanimously

willing to be dragged into an affair
that it has nothing to do with, and
has with some unanimity declined to
throw fits over an abridgement of its
proper privileges, which nobody
threatens.

Wearing The Sallow Complexion.
Troy Examiner.

The display of imperial power
seems to be getting common in North
Carolina, and the question is, when
and where it will culminate. To in-
stances within one week is well
worthy of the carefulest considera-
tion, since no one knows who will be

the next victim seized on a similar
charge.

The arrest of Mr. Daniels for con-
tempt grew' out of his sharp criticism
relative to Judge Purnell in his ac-
tions in the Atlantic and North Caro-

lina Railroad receivership. We are
not sufficiently versed in law to say

what constitutes contempt, but we do

know that the criticism of Mr. Daniels
meets with the approval of a large
number of the best citizens of North
Carolina. We predict that the Judge
will come out wearing the sallowcomplexion.

May Temp Others.
Wilmington Star.

If Judge Purnell keeps Editor-
Daniels in jail much longer at Raleigh,
the newspaper man will make so much
glory and get such an increased circu-
lation out of it that it will tempt other
editors to get sassy towards judges.

“Go Higher Up” is the text from
w hich,Editor Daniels has been preach-

ing for some time. Now* he is prac-
ticing what he preaches. And he is
getting what he went for, too —a writ
of habeas corpus.

Mr. Daniels Has No Desire for Office.

Littleton News-Reporter.
Glenn, Stedman, Davidson, and oth-

er candidates for Governor may as
well retire from the race, provided
Mr. Josephus Daniels desires the hon-

ors of the position. The people will
gladly show their appreciation of his
services to the State, and disapproval
of the contempt proceedings by con-
ferring upon Mr. Daniels the highest
honors within their gift.

“Stand Your Ground.”
Chapel Hill News.

No ore here regards the editorial
“kicked at” as being of such a nature
as to cause the judge to act as lie has.

The fruits of Mr. Daniels' labors re-
garding the situation of the Atlantic
and North Carolina railorad is crop-
ing out as the contempt proceedings
testify. Mr. Daniels has fought a
good fight and the people of the en-
tire State are standing by him. He
showed the matter up in its true ligl|
anti brought the receivership to an
abrupt end. Stand your ground. Mr.
Daniels, and tell the naked truth and

the press and people will back you.

Most I’amimblc Outrage.
Not only is the Democratic press of

North Carolina with Josephus Daniels

in his most damnable outrage, .an at-
tempt to destroy the freedom of the
press, but tiie people also. If a pub-
lic servant of the people cm i ise to
that dignity where lie is /above criti-

cism in his acts directlv affecting the

public, then tiie ] eople are to submit
to any kind of outrage, swallow tne

miserable corruption, puke it up and

go on with their month shut. The
couit that respects the people and

their rights should be respected by

the people.
rl he editors in North Car-

olina can go to jail, if needs be. in
their defense of the right. All honor

to Joe Daniels and his purpose to un-
cork the buttle that holds the cor-

ruption of the Atlantic and North
Carolina railroad affairs.

Tyranny Breeds Anarchy and Revolu-
tion.

Elizabeth City Tar Heel.

To what are we coming? Is this no
longer the land of free speech and free

thought? Just the other day a Ger-

man soldier was sent to prison for

seven years, because he carelessly cri-

ticised the Emperor when his train did

not stop to receive a salute from the

soldiery, drawn up for the purpose.
It is such acts as these which breed

anarchy and revolution. The press of

this land is the forum of the people,
the greatest protection to the rights
of the masses. Our constitution pro-

tects us in the right to speak the truth,

and laws protect the public from libel-
ous utterances. Must the judiciary
use its own power, which power is the

gift of the people themselves, to wreak

their personal vengence through the

power of their own tribunals? No, no,

a thousand times no.

Distinguished Service to People and
Press.

Norfolk Virginian-Pilot.

We are not acquainted with all the
facts in the case, but we can but feel
that in taking a resolute stand for his

rights as a citizen, as he sees them,

and for the freedom of the press, Mr.
Daniels is doing a distinguished ser-

vice to his people and to the press.

It may he well enough to throw flap

doodle to the groundlings, but when
we reason among ourselves, let us

reason as reasonable men. And what
reasonable man is there who does not
know that the judiciary brings ’more

contempt upon itself than any out-

side criticism can ever bring?

We have seen a perjurer on the

bench, and we have seen counsel
blackguarded and insulted from the

bench, and we have seen the presiding
judge subside into a drunken slumber

while counsel was addressing tiie

court. ,
...

Is the voice of the press, by which

alone the masses of the people may

know the facts, to be silenced as to

these things by the threat of contempt

of court? .

The dignity of the court—oh. yes,

preserve it by all means! But is the

dignity of the court paramount to the
dignity of the people, and is this “dig-

nity” to be preserved even though the

rights-of the people therethrough per-

ish ? Is the court more than the com-
monwealth?

Respect for the court —surely! But

who of us does not know that there
are plenty of biased men on the bench
who were put there by pull, precisely
because they were biased?

The fact of the business is that no

more respect is due the judiciary de-

partment of our government than is

due the legislative and executive de-
partments. All were made equal and
all are equal in dignity and import-

ance. The acts of one are just as

much open to public criticism as the

acts of the other, and whenever the
judiciary attempts to .assume that its

acts are above criticism, it at once

puts itself beyond the pale of republi-
can institutions.

Honest ami Candid.
Asheboro Courier.

In yesterday’s issue Mr. Daniels
published an article addressed to tn ®

people of North Carolina. The article

is written in a clear, coo! and n* co‘ l '

servative in tone, but shows that he

is fix-=*d in his purpose and to an un-

biased reader leaves the

that Mr. Daniels is honest and -..i *1 -

and is pursuing his course because he

is impelled to do so by ®.,
dutv. He says before n<* wt • tetiact

he wi'l rot in a dark dungeon all his
I instead of regarding his sen-

tcrce as a Punishment he considers it,

‘VnT'thln0" tha, Mr.

Daniels win be a load on the hand.

Os ”hose who have him ir. caaige.

There is no getting rid of him. he

IK>t down and developments of

Vie have added to his popularity in-

stead of lessening his influence with

the public.

Vital Interest to Every Editor.

Asheville Citizen.
As Mr. Daniels has so aptly remark-

ed .it is not his personal fight alone

which he is waging. It is a matter

of vital interest not only to the pa-

pers of North Carolina, but of the en-

tire country. The issue now at stake
is whether or not the Federal judi-

ciary shall be accorded imperialistic
authority. It reains to be seen if a
quietus cannot be put on the royalis-
tic tendencies of Federal judges who
are moved by ideas strongly suggest-
ive of absolute monarchy. Here it
may be remrked that there is little
couse for wonder that Federal judges
should follow the example so strik-
ingly set by the chief executive of
the nation. When the President him-
self lias instituted in the White House
ceremonies replete with meaningless
mummery; when he who governs a

free republic apes the pageantries of
the royal courts of Europe what
cause for surprise is there when his
satellites try to imitate him. “Like
master like man,” and as long as
King Theodore reigns at Washington
we can expect no relief from the high-
handed proceedings of an ambitious
Federal judiciary.

Would Not Have Been a Brave Man
and True Exponent.

Roanoke (Va.) Times.
Is a newspaper to be barred from

such nature of comment? Here was a
quasi public question affecting public
interests in which every tax-payer of
North Carolina was more or less con-
cerned, and upon the face of the facts
as they appeared to the mind of tiie
editor, an actual wrong was being per-
petrated concerning the matter.
What was he to do? Should he fetter
his pencil because of the awful sanc-
tity supposed to cling to the garments
of the Federal judiciary? lie would
not have been a brave man and a true
exponent of journalism if believing

what he did, he had remained silent.
Be it understood that Federal judges

and any other sort of judges are hu-
man and can err, —and in the foot-

prints of their error, grave injury may
stalk —often irremediable injury un-
less attention be publicly directed to

the fact and criticism visited thereon.

Mr. Daniels in adverting to the
court's action in this instance did not,

in our judgment, exceed the bounds of

legitimate editorial comment. He saw
or thought he saw that an important
property interest belonging to the
State of North Carolina was imperilled
by what appeared to him a palpably
improper court decree, and he said so,
and said so plainly, though not in in-
sulting nor even in disrespectful lan-
guage.

Imagine The Press Crawling and
Cringing Before a Federal Judge.

Webster’s Weekly.
The News ami Observer, which tore

the mask from the Me Bee-Finch con-
spiracy and has stood manfully for
the people’s rights in the whole con-
troversy, measured up to the respon-
sibility of the occasion last Sunday
and voiced the indignation of the
State in no uncertain words. For this
courageous action its editor, Mr.
Josephus Daniels, was served with a
rule from Judge Purnell’s court for
contempt. The details of this latest
development of the railroad-grabbing
campaign will be found in our news
columns..

* * *

Editor Daniels need have no fears
ns to the outcome of this issue. The
Supreme Court of the United States
will never endorse the doctrine that
a judge may suppress the freest pos-

sible discussion of his official acts by
tiie exercise of arbitrary power. Im-
agine the press crawling and cringing

before a. Federal judge, appointed for
life, with nothing to restrain him but
the fear of impeachment, and holding

that danger off by stifling discussion
of his official acts! This is what is in-
volved in this case. We applaud Edi-
tor Daniels’ refusal to pay one penny
of the fine assessed against him and
dis determination to exercise his
rights without fear of the conse-
quences. It is this spirit that/ has
blazed the way for free government
and the case of Daniels will be cited in
years to come when some one “dressed
in a little brief authority” attempts to
muzzle the press.

Letters Approve Cause of
Mr. Josephus Daniels.

(Continued from Page One.)

the leading topic of conversation in
the hotel lobbies and other public
places in the city of Nashville. My
copy of the News and Observer is in
great de/hand upon its arrival every
day. Governor Frazier was one of
the first to read it today, and when

he handed it back to me he said, re-
ferring to your address issued while in
the custody of the United State s Mar-
shal “that is a manly, courageous and
most interesting document. You peo-

ple over in Nortli Carolina are just
now making some very interesting his-
tory.”

One prominent Tennesseeian re-
marked: “Ifyou all don’t elect Dan-
iels Governor of Nortli Carolina just
loan him to the national Democracy
and we will nominate him for Vice-
President at St. Louis.”

Yours very truly,
F. B. ARENDELL.

Will Not Forsake.
Wilmington, N. C., June 2.—Had I

not been sick in bed I would have
been found nosing around to sep who
has been disturbing our Joe. 1 may

not be able to prevent the crucifixion,
but will not be of the number who
forsake you, but will be found at the
sepulchre early in the morning.

Your friend
tjglf H , D. W. BULLUCK.

Daniels, Justice anti Decency.
801 Park Ave. Baltimore, Md„

I say hurrah for Daniels, justice

and decency. He is showing the prop-
er spirit which cannot fail but
triumph.

J. G. BALLEW, JR.

Sympathies of Millions.
Knoxville, Tenn., June 4. —I have

just read a full account of your arrest
and fide by Judge Purnell, and write
at once to express sympathy and con-
gratulations. Os course you vill
fight the matter to the end for the
sake of the cause, and In your fight
you will have the sympathies of mil-'

lions. Yours sincerely,
P. P. CLAXTON.

As Always.

Atlanta. Ga., June 4. —As always,
you have my faithful friendship. No
liberty is theirs who with bodies free
still are slaves in soul. Put me down

on subscription list for an electric
fan, for the Raleigh jail is a hot jail.

W. X CHRISTIAN.
( harlotte Contra Dilates.

Charlotte. N. C., June 3.—Accept
my congratulations on your victory.

J. H. WF. DDING TO N

Congratulations from Place of Editor
"

Birth.
Washington, N. C., June 4.-—I con-

gratulate you most sincerely.

THOMAS J. LATHAM.

Federal Judge Above Politics.
Washington, D. C.. June 4.--Con-

gratulate* you* also South, upon hat-

ing Federal judge above politics.
JOHN H. LOUDON.
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