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MORNING TONIC.

(John G. Whittier.)
If there be some weaker one,
Give me strength to help him on;
If a blinder soul there me.
Let me guide him nearer Thee.
Make my mortal dreams come true

With the work 1 fain would do;
Clothe with life the weak intent.
Let me be the thing I meant;
Let me find in Thy employ
Peace that dearer is than joy;
Out of self to love be led.
And to heaven acclimated,
Until a*ll things sweet and good

Seem my nature’s habitude.

CAMPAIGN INAUGURATED
AGAINST THE DIVORCE

EVIL.

It is not too much to say that the
great meeting held in Raleigh on Fri-
day night to voice the protest of the
Christian Sentiment of North Carolina

against loose divorce laws was the
most important gathering in this State

during the present year. The speak-

ers represented four of the chief reli-

gious denominations of the State and
their declarations will be applauded

by all creeds and those belonging to

no church who believe that the Home

is the mudsill upon which our civiliza-

tion rests, if the sanctity of the home
be destroyed, if marriage is a mere

matter of convenience, if courts must

grind out divorces ‘‘while you wait,” it

takes no seer to prophesy the loss of

those high Qualities and that ster-

ling character that make a noble and
a great home-loving people. No na-
tion has grown to greatness and pre-

served its greatness unless the Home
has been the foundation upon which
it was built.

The increase in the number of di-
vorces in North Carolina, the growing
laxity of the laws, and the apparent
readiness to submit to the resulting

evils have alarmed the best and wisest 1
leadership, in both church and State,

in this good Commonwealth. The press
and the pulpit have quickened the

conscience of the people and the time j
has come when the home-loving Chris-
tian people of North Carolina have

resolved to put an end to the un-

scriptural laws that are a blot upon

our statute books. The change in the

laws have been made insidiously and
gradually—the way that wrong al-
ways creeps in. It is only by reading

the reports of the divorce mills that

the people have understood the full ef-

fect of the nice sounding laws that
have let down the bars. Dr. Murdock
estimates that there is one divorce

for every seven marriages in this
State—that is a record almost as bad

as in the State of Maine, and we had

always been priding ourselves that
North Carolinians were truer to the
martial ties than people in most other
States.

The concensus of opinion at this
iVieeting on Friday night seemed to be

that the demand should be made and
insisted upon for the repeal of all

amendments to the divorce law of the
State, passed since the ratification of

The Code. In reality there are causes
permitted by The Code that ought not
to exist in a civilized community.

It is to be hoped that the good in-

fluences of this meeting will be felt in
every section of the State, and that
every good man and woman in tht

State will be fully enlisted to secure
the repeal of all lax divorce laws. Vic-
tory will only* be won by earnest ef-
fort and pressing this important mat-

ter upon the hearts and consciences oi

the people. The contest in the lasi

Legislature was lost by the op-

ponents to easy divorce laws, by £

narrow margin. Th6re are many

plausible arguments, most of then

based upon some special case of pe-
culiar hardship, which will be brought

forward by' those who will oppose a re-
turn to the old laws. The best way t(

meet and answer these specious plea.*
is by showing that the heart and con-
science of the State are fully aroused
to save the Home. When that fact i:
so apparent as to make itself felt, m
Legislature will refuse to wipe of

those disgraceful amendments to oui

divorce laws.

Knox as Senator will continue to
look after the Steel trust, though he
may now and then denounce some
trust not actually robbing the people

The election of A. W. McLean, Esq.
of Robeson, as a delegate to the Na-
tional convention from the Sixth dis-
trict shows the estimate in which that
gentleman and other members of the
Robeson bar. recently said to b(

“in contempt” are held by the peoph
who know them best. The people an
behind them!
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PROFITABLE STRAWBERRY SEA-
SON.

The season just closed is said to have
been the best for strawberry growers
on record. According to the Carolina
I* ruit and Trucker’s Journal the grow-
ers netted an average of two dollars
per crate, and 608,369 crates were
shipped from the East North Carolina
belt. This would make the net re-
turns aggregate $1,216,738. And all
this from an industry that was not
dreamed of twenty-five years ago. But
it is not only the strawberry crop that
is enriching Eastern North Carolina,
but the growing of truck of all kinds
is quite as profitable and embraces a
larger area. Writing of the other
crops, the Journal adds:

“Irish potatoes, beans, beets, turnips,
onions, huckleberries and dewberries
are now moving in good volume and
all selling at good prices. The pea
crop has been wound up and was
about an average crop with last sea-
son. The Irish potato crop in all this
territory is way above the average
in quality as well as volume and the
prices at this time are tip-top. North
Carolina white Chili’s and Early Rose
are selling any where from $4.75 to
$5.75 per barrel in Baltimore, Phila-
delphia. New York. Pittsburg, Boston,
Buffalo, Washington and elsewhere.
The Charleston crop was also good as
was likewise the crop in tile Savan-

nah section, although the latter was
considerably short of last year. Solid
train loads of potatoes and vegetables

of every kind, however, continue to go
forward each day, and for several
weeks to come these trains will move
regularly out of this territory. Verily
this is the garden sp'ot of the world.

“Before the potatoes and vegetables
stop moving cantaloupes and water-
melons will be going forward, and the

stream of money flowing into this sec-
tion and the business going from this
territory out to the Northern markets
will continue regularly from now until
the fall months. As th£ lamented and

illustrious Gen. James Madison Leach
would say: "My Almighty, fel-

low citizens, when the stars of the
East first sang together in the morn-
ing, we are the people!”

BLACKBURN ON BRYAN.

In some quarters an attempt has
been made to convey the impression
that Mr. Bryan would bolt the action
of the St. Louis convention. In a re-
cent speech in the Kentucky State

convention, Senator Blackburn, ad-
verting to that report, said:

“They tell us that Bryan means to
bolt at St. Louis, I denounce it, I
stamp upon it the vilest slander ever
uttered by mortal lips to blacken the
record of God’s noblest specimen. I
have never abated one jot or tittle of
the confidence I have had in Bryan,
my faith in his patriotism, my meas-
urement ,of his ability, nor my confi-
dence in his courage and his loyalty
to the party. I know' him well
eriough, I havO been closely enough
associated with him to warrant me
here, in the face of Kentucky’s assem-
bled Democracy, to protest against
the libel and slander that they would
put upon that man.”

Spirit of the Press.

Made the Right Kind of Start.
Elm City Elevator.

Judge Pritchard certainly made the
right kind of start to win the plaudits
of North Carolinians.

Reversed All the Way Round.
Little Rock (Ark.) Gazette.

To be thus reversed all the way
around must be harder on a. judge
than to be criticised in a newspaper.

The Press and the Rar.
Chatham Record.

The successful resistance of Editor
Daniels and the Lumberton lawyers to
judicial tyranny proves that which we
have always believed, and that is, that
the Press and the Bar —the editors
and the lawyers—are the truest and
most faithful champions of the liber-
ties of our people, which will ever be
safe in their keeping.

The Mantle of Evarts.
Winston Journal.

The late Senator Evarts. of New
York, was famous for the construction
of long sentences. His mantle has
low descended upon Josephus Daniels,

the editor of the Raleigh News and
Observer. In 'Tuesday’s issue there
was an editorial, the opening sentence
of which contained one hundred and
wo lines —six hundred and thirty-nine

words!

Hie Tone of North Carolina Deliver-
ances Against Oppression.

Pensacola (Fla.) News.
The editorial for which Editor

Josephus Daniels, of the Raleigh
Vews and Observer, has been com-
nitted for contempt by Judge Purnell
>f the Federal court at Raleigh, has
.he tone of old North Carolina deliv-
erances against English oppression.
Government without representation is
.he gravamen of Daniels’ complaint.

[Here follows the original editorial
n the News and Observer. —Editor.]

Valuable Service to the Cause of
Liberty.

Pittsburg (Pa.) Post.

United States Circuit Judge Pritch-
ird, after hearing the matter, said
hat there was nothing in the United

¦States statutes justifying Mr. Daniels’
irrest. The editor was the recipient
)f many congratulations on the out-
:ome, and for his plucky refusal to
>ay the fine and secure his liberty,
-le has done a valuable service to the
'ause of the liberty of the press, as
veil as to that of popular rights gen-
erally.

. After Milton—a Long Ways After.
Pittsboro Meteor.

When the editor of theXews aiul Ob-
cner was arrested he said he did not
nind going to jail, for better men than
le had been put in jail, among them
vas John Bunyan. During his three
lays “solitary confinement.” in the
farborough Hotel we presume that
le found much comfort perusing Bun-
an’s “Pilgrim Progress.” but as his
erm of imprisonment came to such

sudden and unexpected end, his
nind must have reverted to Milton’s
Paradise Lost,” which accounts for
he opening “chapter” (sentence) in
jiie of his editorials in Wednesday’s

issue of the No,vs ai«l
sentence contains one. ‘

two lines —six hundred and thhty-

nine words.

Great VfetorT^"The Press ‘

Nashville Graphic.
Josephus Daniels has w°n l & r<

;
al

victory for the press of Nortn Caro-

lina and for free speech. Kignt will
prevail, though the heavens may fall.
Joe is always on the side of right, and
his manly fight for the interests of

the State in the A. & N. C. Railroad
steal again endears him and lhe
News and Observer to the people of

North Carolina.

Not Afraid of The Devil and His Co-
horts.

Greenwood (S. C.) Journal.
But these proceeding will not hin-

der the freedom of the press in the
least. They will rather prove helpful
to it, and they will add fresh laurels
to the brow of Josephus Daniels who
is one of the purest and bravest edi-

tors of the South. His fame will be
greatly enhanced by it, and in parts
of the country where he was unknown
a week ago he will be wr ell and favor-

ably known. * * *

And Mr. Daniels has enemies. * • *

But let him glory in such enemies.
They are a credit to him, and their

onslaughts only endear him to the
sober and God-fearing element of

every community. Thank God for
brave, uncompromising men who are
not afraid of the devil and his cohorts.

Will Not Submit to Tyranny.

Alleghany Star.
No question has so much stirred up

the people of the State as the at-
tempt to punish a bold editor who
dared to speak out boldly and plainly
for the people of the State and right.
Letters and telegrams poured in on
him offering assistance in money or
otherwise all of which he thankfully
declined as he Avas fighting for a prin-
ciple. He has won in the fight for

the freedom of the press and endear-
ed himself to the whole people of the

State. Many had differed with him

before in matters, but the whole State
stood Avith him in this instance and

today he has a place in the hearts of

the people of the State that should
justly cause him to feel proud. These
North Carolina folks believe in liberty

.and freedom of opinion. They give
and take in their differences, but. will
not submit to tyranny or the suppres-

sion of free speech. Hurrah for Joe

Daniels.

Cell 2S, Criminal Roav.
Chatham Record.

While Mr. Daniels was in custody
of Marshal Dockery (who discharged
his unpleasant duty like a gentleman
should) they occupied room No. 2 8

at the Yarborough Hotel, instead us a
cell in the jail as Purnell wished.
While there distinguished State offi-

cials (including the Governor and
Chief Justice) and hundreds of promi-
nent men called on Mr. Daniels and
expressed their hearty sympathy Avith

him. The room became the most
popular filace in Raleigh and was
called “cell No. 28 on criminal row,”

for by a strange coincidence Judge

Peebles’ prisoners occupied the ad-
joining room.

We suggest to the proprietor of the

hotel that he reseiwe “cell No. 28” for

special occasions (as it has become
so historical) and charge an extra

price for its ©cupancy. Oy he might

charge an admission fee for A’isitors
desirous of seeing it!

For Free Speech and Against Fraud
and Corruption.

Marion NeA\s.
Much has been said in regard to the

outrageous attempt on the part of
Judge Purnell to muzzle the press by
his attachment for contempt and fine

imposed upon Josephus Daniels, ed-

itor of the News and Observer. There
is nothing that can be suid by the
News that avi 11 add to Avhat has been
said, but Ave desire to say that our
sympathies are Avith Mr. Daniels and
Ave are glad that he has not been call-
ed upon to suffer in the cause of

right. When the newspapers of our
country are denied the right of criti-
cizing the acts of public officials then

it is time that Ave cease boasting of
our liberties for Ave are no better off
than the oppressed of Russia and oth-

er tyrannical governments. Mr. Dan-

iels is receiving as lie deserves, the

support of the Avhole newspaper fra-

ternity Avith perhaps the exception of
the Charlotte Observer, in his bold
and determined fight for free speech

and against fraud and corruption.

Truth, Justice and Righteousness Have
Established Themselves.

Windsor Ledger.
Mr. Josephus Daniels has rendered

his State and profession great service.
He is indeed an able, upright and bold
citizen. In the first place his private
character is above reproach and there-
fore he is not afraid to speak. That
gives him a poAver which cannot be

discounted. If he AA'as debauched or
drunken, or dishonest, lie Avould hot
dare speak, but he would tickle and
cringe. In his late tilt Avith Judge
Purnell he stood on his rights. One

Avord of apology and he Avould have

been discharged. But he did not
speak it.

He stood for his rights and gained
them. We honor him for it. The
press of the State owe him a debt of

gratitude. He has broken the muzzle

of judicial interpretation. The people
OAve him a great debt of gratitude. He
has established the fact that they are
entitled to haA'e a free discussion of
all official conduct.

We have passed through a stormy

Aveek but truth, justice and righteous-
ness have established themselves.

Judge Pritchard Will Be Sustained.
Springfield Republican.

Judge Purnell had contended that
the sharp neAvspaper criticism of the

acts of the court had tended to the
obstruction of justice. Juuge Pritch-

ard said he had carefully considered
the above section of the statutes, “and
I fail to find anything in it to war-
rant the action of the distinguished
judge of the district.”' He AAould at
a later time prepare an opinion and
discuss the matter at length.

It Avould seem that Judge Purnell
had alloAved his personal feelings to
get the better of his judgment in
this case. If criticism, however se-
A'ere, of a judicial opinion or decree
is open to the construction of con-
tempt as being an obstruction of
justice, then of course all adA'erse
comment on judicial acts is at an
end, and the courts haA'e placed
themselves in a position of tyrannical
immunity from those influences of

public opinion to AV'hichi all other
agencies of goA’ernment are subject.
It is one things for a newspaper,

during the pendency of a case, to
seek to OA’eraAve the' court and dic-

tate its judgment. It is quite an-
other thing to deny the right of an

individual or a newspaper adversely

to criticise a judgment after it has

been rendered. That Jlistice 11 itch-

ard Avill be by the great

majority of his fellow/judges in mak-

ing short work of this absurd and
highly dangerous extension of the
meaning of contempt and the power
to punish, is not to be questioned.

Love Him for the Enemies He has
Made.

Roanoke-Chowan Times.
The press and people of North Car-

olina, and of the Avhole country, oavc
Mr. Josephus Daniels, editor of the
News and Observer, a debt of grati-
tude in successfully resenting the un-
lawful attempt of a Federal judge to
muzzle the press and stifle free speech.
As told in our neAvs columns last week
a judge, whose personal animosity
was plainly evident, fined Mr. Daniel's
$2,000 for alleged contempt of court.
Mr. Daniels positively refused to pav
a cent, declaring he would rot in jail
first. Sympathetic friends raised the
amount of the fine fifteen times over,
but Mr, Daniels said a great principle
Avas involved and declined the proffer-
ed help, remaining deprived of his lib-
erty for several days. About this time
ex-Senator Jeter C. Pritchard Avho
had made a fine record as a Supreme
Court judge of the District of Colum-
bia, qualified as United States Circuit
judge, came from Washington to Ral-
eigh, heard the case, decided that Mr.
Daniels Avas unlaAvfully deprived of
his liberty and set him free Avithout
paying a cent of fine. We ahvays had a
high opinion of Judge Pritchard, and
this act of his has raised him in our
estimation. As for Mr. Daniels the
people love and honor him more for
Avhat he suffered and for the enemies
he made in the receivership matter.

Country Will lx* in a Rad Way if
Editors Are Punished for Criti-

cising Public Officials.
Montgomery Advertiser.

It may be that the criticism or lan-
guage of Mr. Daniels Avas unduly se-
vere. We have not read all that he
said and cannot judge as to that. It
may be that his language was libel-
lous, but for the life of us avr cannot
see Avhere the contempt of court Avas
shown. Tlie right of free speech and
the freedom of the press are guaran-
teed by the Constitution, and a citizen
is responsible for the abuse of that
privilege. Ifa neAvspaper should pub-
lish matter calculated to defeat the
ends of justice, or to interfere Avith
the proceedings of the court, or to
lessen the respect due the judge and
his court, Ave can see Avhere the editor
would be liable, but there Avas nothing
of the kind, and those who are best
informed hold that Judge Purnell’s
act Avas not justifiable, and that Edi-
tor Daniels had not violated his rights
and privileges.

There is a wide difference between
fair, free criticism and profligacy of
speech or Avrlting. The country will
be in a bad way if the neAVspapers
are to be punished for criticising pub-
lic men and officials, and it is likeAvise
unfortunate when newspapers violate
the requirements of decency and fair-
ness. Free speech and a free press
should be coupled with due and
proper respect for the law, the courts
and the officers of the lqw.

Standing; for Freedom of the Press.
Waynesvllle Courier.

Josephus Daniels, editor of the
Raleigh News and Observer, has been
in the public eye ever and anon for
quite a Avhile, but perhaps never more
favorably than now, while in duress,
because of the stand he has taken for
the lights of the people of the State
and the freedom of the press. In or-
dering Mr. Daniels to appear before
his Honor Judge Purnell of the Fed-
eral court for alleged contempt, be-
cause of the editorials in Sunday’s
News and Observer criticising Judge
Purnell’s appointment of a receiver
for the Atlantic & North Carolina rail-
road. Judge Purnell has shown the
peevishness of a child or exhibited
the tyranny of a despot. And then
following tliis up with a $2,000 fine
and peremptorally declining bond or
the right of appeal, and simultane-
ously appointing V. E. Mcßee, as co-
receiver of the Atlantic and North
Carolina railroad in view of the lat-
ter’s standing and the antecedent cir-
cumstances of the ease, it looks very
like spite pure and simple. Well,
Josephus Daniels stands, as lie has
ever stood on great moral questions
coming up in the State, like a rock,
on the side of right. In this particu-
lar episode Josephus Daniels is held
in honor by the people of the State
Avhile Judge Purnell is held in con-
tempt.

What sort of microbe has gotten
into the blood of some of our judges
any Avay? Well, this contempt of
court business has one effect, if no
other: It is arousing the contempt of
the people over the State.

Complete Vindication Once and For-
ever.

Atlanta News.
The outcome of the case Avas Avatch-

ed with the greatest decree of interest.
Mr. Daniels, Avho was a prominent
official under the Cleveland adminis-
tration and has taken a prominent
part in the Democratic counsels of the
Tar Heel State, is known to be a man
of lofty character and sound judg-
ment. He is not the man to be found
lacking in that respect for the dignity
of the laAV Avhich would really consti-
tute contempt. He simply exercised
the rights guaranteed him by the con-
stitution —rights which cannot be
lightly withheld.

The feeling A\*as general throughout

the country that he should be upheld;
that his cause was the common cause
of eA’ery editor, indeed, of every citi-
zen, in this country. If the freedom
of the press was to be abridged by the
will of any individual, though he be

a 'United States court judge, the peo-

ple Avanted to knoAV it and they want-

ed to know the reason why.

When the case came to trial yester-
day in Raleigh on the Avrit of habeas
corpus, Judge Pritchard lost no time
in releasing Mr. Daniels, who has thus

won his fight, Avhile at the same time

Chief Justice Fuller has dismissed the
receivers for the Atlantic and North

Carolina railroad, their appointment
having been the measure Avhich the

editor took occasion to criticise.
This is a complete Abdication of

Mr. Daniels, and once and forever, let
us hope, establishes the fact that the
liberty of the press is not to be light-

ly inA’aded. Certainly the last place
in which to establish such a precedent

is in the State where the Mecklenburg

declaration sounded the first note of

American freedom.

lie Should be Impeached.

GreenA'ille (S. C.) News.
In dismissing the case gaainst Edi-

tor Daniels of the Raleigh NeAvs and
Observer, who Avas fined $2,000 by
Judge Purnell for contempt of court,
Judge Pritchard has performed a pub-
lic serAice for which he should have
full and ample credit. He has proved
that he is a worthy successor of Judge

Simonton, Avhose official robes he shall
hereafter Avear. For more than
twenty-five years Mr. Daniels has been
an editor. He was always fearless,
he had the courage of his convictions,
and Avhile at times he was violent in
his criticism of public seiAants, he
believed that his course Avas right and

just and he Avas not afraid to speak
his mind on all questions and on all
occasions. He simply Avrote his opin-
ion of the North Carolina railroad re-
ceivership matter, but as that Avas
not in accord with the opinion of the
distinguished jurist, he was fined,
Avithout having been given the right
of appeal. It AA'as a blOAv at free
speech and the liberty of the press,
and all fair-minded people must agree
that Judge Pritchard interpreted the
laAv as he found it. when he rebuked
his associate and set an innocent man
free.

Without the fear of publicity, high

officials might resort to any extremes

to further their ctwri ends. The press

keeps them Avithin bounds. It strikes
at the sham. It exposes the A'illians

and the hypocrites and it stands for

the people, first, last and all the time.

Those who fear its power are the first

to denounce it. blit few havT e the au-

thority to punish. Judge Purnell may

have regarded himself as lhe excep-

tion, but he has been humiliated, his

arbitrary ruling has been set aside,

and it only remains for public senti-

ment to demand his impeachment.

Guilty of Arbitrary and Despotic Acts.
Chatham Record.

Too much praise cannot be given

Editor Daniels and the Lumberton
lawyers for their successful resistance
to such unlawful and despotic usurpa-
tion of judicial power. They have
won a victory in which all liberty-
loving men are deeply interested, and
the beneficent results of which will in-

ure to the better protection of the in-

alienable rights of every citizen. It

is therefore A'ery natural, as eminently
proper, that all good citizens rejoice

at their release and sympathize Avith
them in their resistance to judicial
tyranny. Mr. Daniels could easily

have paid his fine, for thousands or
dollars Avere gladly offered him, but
lie firmly declined all such offers, and
determined to vindicate the freedom
of the press, even if he must go to
jail.

It has been suggested that by these
high-handed acts of Judges Purnell
and Peebles the people have dimin-
ished their respect and confidence in
our judiciary. We think this is a mis-
take. While many persons may lose

their respect for these two judges, yet
the respect for the judiciary in gen-

eral has been increased by the prompt
and most proper action of Judges
Prithard, Connor, Walker and Doug-
las. While particular judges may oc-
casionally become obnoxious and try

to be petty tyrants, yet our judiciary
as a Avhole is the surest bulwark of
our liberties, and is ever ready to pro-
tect the rights of the humblest.

udge Purnell deseiwes all the censure
that has been bestowed on him. He
avus guilty of two most arbitrary and
despotic acts. He not only sentenced
a man Avho had been guiity of no uiv*

lawful act, but he tyrannically refused
even to hear argument or any author-
ities cited to convince him that Mr.
Daniels was entitled to an appeal. Like
a cowardly and AindictiA’e tyrant he
gloated at the opportunity (as be
thought) of punishing an editor Avho
had courageously exposed his dis-
graceful acts. He Avell knew that no
impartial judge Avould sustain him,

and of course lie was unwilling to
haA'e his sentence appealed from!

No Official Above Criticism.
Cincinnati Commercial Tribune.

But the main question is—was the
article a court, or a libel
on the Judge for which he would
haA'e his remedy—as any other citizen
—by indictment, or by civil action for
damages? The better rule is that
which prevails in Ohio—that actions,
or words, to constitute a contempt of
court, must be done or said in the
presence of the court, and that a pub-
lication in a newspaper, not being

made in the presence of the court, is
not r- contempt.

Judge Purnell evidently had the
Ohio rule in mind, for he said that the
contempt—the editorial utterances —

had been “made in the presence of
the court, or so near the presence,”
that a contempt had been committed.
The nearness, in all probability, con-
sisted in the fact that the office of
the News and Observer Avas in the
same town in whifch the court Avas’
held, for its “nearness to the presence”
could not have been in any oilier \vay.

There ought to be profound respect
for courts, and for their decisions.
But there ought to be equal respect
for the freedom of the press—guar-
anteed by the Constitution of the
United States, on the part of the
courts. The editorial contained not
one disrespectful allusion to the judge
of the court, personally, nor was there
any charge, direct or indirect, that
corrupt or improper motives had in-
fluenced the court in the appointment
of a receiver. The whole tenor of the
article Avas otherwise, though of the
necessity for the appointment and of
the fitness of the appointee there were
plain Avords published.

Conceding that Judge Purnell Avas

altogether right in his holding that
a contempt had been committed—and
he seems to have had a doubt of it
himself —the denial of the right of
appeal, if not reversed and set aside,
is the establishment of a dangerous
precedent. Appellate courts are es-
tablished for the correction of errors,
or the affirmances of right judgments
of inferior courts, and the question of
the freedom of the press is of too seri-
ous moment to alloAA' it to be adA'erse-
ly determined Avithout the right of

review. It is a question that affects
not only the newspaper, but the gen-
eral public, and there is no official in
the land Avho is above the laAv, much
less above the constitution and the
rights and privileges it establishes and
guarantees.

No Man Should he Prosecutor, Judge
and Jury All In One.

Binghamton (N. Y.) Herald.
A judge of the United States Dis-

trict Court of Ndrth Carolina has
fined Editor Daniels, of The Raleigh
Xcavs and Observer, and sentenced
him to a long term in jail for what

the judge is pleased to consider con-
tempt of court. Mr. Daniels criticis-
ed through the columns of his paper
the action of the judge in his ap-

pointment of a receiver for the At-
lantic & North Carolina Railroad.
Not only has the court sentenced the

editor to prison and fined him heavi-
ly, but has denied the right of an
appeal from the order fsnjnig and
committing him.

The article in question did not libel
the judge, as Ave understand it, but
simply criticized Avhat he had done.
In this free land it is simply atroci-

ous that any Judge should be his
own complainant, prosecuting attor-
ney and judge, and that in addition

he should have the privilege of saying
to the man Avho has suffered at his
hands that the latter shall not be per-
mitted to appeal to other courts for
a, reconsideratiotn of his catse. In
Ohio it is held that contempt of the
court must be done and “said in the
presence of the court, and the publi-
cation of a neAvspaper cannot there-
fore be contempt.” Judge Purnell
holds that the utterances he objects
to had been “made in the presence
of the court or so near the presence”

that they constitute contempt. The
nearness lies in the fact that The
News and Observer was printed in
the same town AA'here the judge was
holding court.

People respect the courts, as they
should, but Ave question whether any
judge has the power legally to do
Avhat that judge did. It smacks too
much of absolutism and the reign of
a czar, to be received with any degree
of toleration in this country. Accord-
ing to one newspaper the Editor did
not make any disrespectful allusion
to the judge personally. “Nor A\ras
there any charge direct or indirect
that crooked or improper motives had
influenced the court to appoint a re-
ceiver. The Avhole tenor of the article
Avas otherwise, though of the neces-
sity of the appointment and the fit-
ness of Chl'e appointee there Ivere
plain words published.”

This is a matter which affects not
only newspapers but the Avhole public
as well. The courts should have pow-
er, as they haA’e, but they should not
have unrestricted power. Judges are
but human beings and Avhere they feel
aggrieA'ed at some utterance in a
newspaper Ave do riot believe that they
are fit to pass upon the other side of
the case, as did Judge Purnell.

A Righteous Decision.
Oxford Public Ledger.

One of the most righteous judg-
ments ever rendered and one Avhich
Avill gain for Circuit Judge J. C.

Pritchard the respect and commenda-
tion of all honest and fair-minded peo-
ple, irrespective of party, is the judg-

ment in the contempt ( ?) proceedings
against Mr. Josephus Daniels, the

biaA’e and able editor of the News and

Observer. The fact is there has never
really been any contempt case against
him. but only a charge of contempt by

a biased, impetuous judge. He was
rnoA'ed, by enmity in the whole trans-
action, arid must have known that the
criticisms —whether true or false —

Avere not in law contempt. If he did

not the court Avould do Avell to devote

himself to his books. And avr believe

the great majority of fair-minded
North Carolinians avi 11 agree with us
that the criticisms made by Editor
Daniels Avere true, fair and needful
for the public good.

Judge Pritchard, upon application,
at once granted the habeas corpus and
released Mr. Daniels to await a hear-
ing of the case next day; and, after

a short argument, adjudged that he

was not guilty and that the lower
court AA’as in error and ordered the

release of Mr. Daniels.
There Avas more involved in this case

than one Avould imagine at a casual
glance. As Ave see it there was ui-
volA'ed:

1. The liberty of a fearless and pa-
triotic editor Avho had violated no act

of the laAv.
2. The majesty of the law Avas vio-

lated, for it is Avell for us to remem-
ber that the law is just as much in-
vaded and violated when a judge vio-
lates it by peremptorily and arbitra-
rily arraigning an innocent person as
when an individual takes the law in
his own hands in mob violence. The
judge must obey the laAv as Avell as
other people. He is only the inter-
preter of the law and not the maker
of the law in order to punish crime.

3. But, greatest of all, the freedom

of the press was involved. When free
speech and a free press are denied us
then are the chief safeguards of our
liberties gone. The free and open dis-
cussion of all public questions to every

one is the only means by Avhich the
public can eA’er learn the facts on both
sides of all the'public questions of the
day and be enabled to act intelligently.
When this is denied then Ave will haA'e

a despotism and not a democracy.
Judge Pritchard has been the re-

cipient of many congratulations on
his Avise decision in freeing Mr. Dan-
iels. This act avi 11 not soon be for-
gotten and will endear him to many

liberty-loving Carolinians. For our
part we are not surprised at Judge
Pritchard. While a partizan in poli-

tics we kneAV he had the brains and
we believed he had the honesty to
give a fair decision.

A Federal Judge’s Outraged Dignity.
Houston (Tex.) Post.

The action of Judge Purnell, a Fed-
eral district judge, in fining Editor
Josephus Daniels of the Raleigh News
and Observer $2,000 for criticising the

action of the court in appointing a
receiver of the Atlantic and North
Carolina Railroad, a State property, is

not calculated to insure much respect
for the Federal bench among the
people.

Editor Daniels asserts he will rot
in jail before he Avill pay the fine, but
in the meantime over a hundred thou-

sand dollars have been offered him
by citizens of North Carolina, if he
desires to pay the fine.

This shows how the people of North
Carolina A’ieAv the incident.

The dignity of the Federal judiciary
in North Carolina must be a sublime
affair. Some time ago, one of the Fed-
eral judges—it may have been Pur-
nell—complained to the President in
person concerning what he termed the
lack of fitting accommodations for a
man of his position, saying that the
hotel of Wilkesboro was beneath his
dignity. The Washington Post is au-
thority for the statement that he en-
deavored to induce the President to
abolish the court there entirely in or-
der to prevent his subjection to such
indignity as poor hotel accommoda-
tions.

The Federal judiciary has steadily
fallen in the public respect for many
years because of the assumption of un-
reasonable dignity and the brutal ex-
ercise of discretionary poAver to up-
hold such dignity. But Avhen it comes
to restricting the freedom of the press
in such manner as Purneli attempts,
popular execration of the Federal
court is sure to follow.

The press of the country is free to
criticise the President, the Supreme
Court of the United States, State
judges and other high dignitaries, and
it is hard to understand Avhy the small
fry judges of the Federal bench are so
sensitiA’e to criticism that they must
impose fines upon editors residing out
of the presence of the court for the
InAvful expression of opinion.

Not long ago, some of the Supreme
judges of Missouri essayed to punish
a Missouri editor, but the action was
not upheld by public opinion. On the
contrary, it is quite certain that those
judges Avill be hurled from poAver as
soon as the people get a chance at
them.

The Federal judges are appointed for
life, but it is quite certain, if many
Federal judges folloAv the example of
Purnell it will not be long before
there avi 11 be a demand for an amend-
ment to the Constitution prescribing
v term of years for the tenure of the
inferior judges. Whether the exercise
of extreme discretionary power as in
the Daniels case is repeated or not, it
is safe to say that public sentiment in
the United States is already opposed to
life tenure.

The outcome of the Daniels case avi 11
be Avatched Avith interest. The editor
in question is one of the leading jour-
nalists of the South, and it is quite
likely he will thoroughly test the pow-
er of an inferior judge to destroy the
freedom of the press.
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